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Expressions of Opinion Representative 
of the Entire Committee 

I regard the late Professor J. H. Clarke as a benefac
tor of mankind. He was the father of embalming in 
the West, a real pioneer, who looked, acted, dressed, and 
lived the part. He had a mission in life and bent his 
energies toward its accomplishment with a fervor 
worthy of the best cause. He was a real teacher. 
Knowing the truth of what he taught, and foreseeing 
the importance it was to assume, he stripped the sub
ject of all high-sounding terms and rhetoric, and re
vealed it so plainly that even the dull of comprehension 
could not fail to see and grasp the fundamentals. Once 
the elements were grounded in the student's mind, he 
had the further quality of inspiring enthusiasm which 
compelled interested attention to the end. On the 
occasion of his first visit to the West, in 1888, I attended 
his school in Kansas City. We were assigned to the 
same room and it boasted but one bed. "Well," said 
the Professor, "I don't kick in my sleep, and if you 
don't either no one can complain." Simply democratic, 
he was cordial and jovial when levity did not interfere 
with his life-work. I shall gladly serve on a committee 
that has as its object the erection of a monument in his 
honor.-M. H. ALEXANDER, President, National Fti

neral Directors' Association. 
[xv] 



COMMITTEE EXPRESSIONS 

It will give me much pleasure to aid in this noble 
work, in memory of one who did so much for the pro
fession. As he often said, "There is but one way, Alver
son, and that is the way I taught you in years gone by, 
so simple that a child can understand it." In 1891 he 
made a trip to New Orleans.to learn if I embalmed the 
body of Dr. George W. Marvin, of Cordele, Ga., in the 
same way that he taught me, and I said "Yes, the same 
old way." "Indeed, Alverson?"-his favorite word, 
"indeed." He was my only instructor, and what he 
taught me, at John P. Epply's place, in Cincinnati, in 
1884, remains as fresh in my memory as it was when I 
returned home, proud that I was able to embalm a dead 
body so that it would be preserved indefinitely.-W. D. 
ALVERSON, San Diego, Cal. 

I shall deem it an honor to lend my name to the move
ment in loving memory of our dear friend, the late 
Professor J. H. Clarke, who has done so much, if not 
more than any other man, to elevate our profession 
to its present state. -WILLIAM F. BLAKE, Detroit, 
Mich. 

The embalmers who today credit their success to the 
energetic labors of this earnest student are too numerous 
to mention. We owe him a debt of gratitude. He was 
gentle and kind, patient as an instructor, and a loyal 
friend.-L. T. CHRISTIAN, Past President, National 
Funeral Directors' Association. 
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Professor Clarke was scientific without being over
technical in his teaching, and this is what made his 
work a real contribution to our profession.-MICAH S. 
Cmrns, Nashville, Tenn. 

Professor Clarke was the pioneer in the teaching of 
embalming. He was a clean man, devoted to and in love 
with his work.-LEE E. CRALLE, Louisville, Ky. 

It will be a pleasure to serve on the committee. Per
sonally, I look upon the late Professor Clarke as the 
best instructor in our art, in its fundamentals.-]. G. 
D'ARMOND, President, Tennessee Funeral Directors' 
and Embalmers' Association. 

Professor Clarke, as a teacher, was in a class all by 
himself. His manner, and his pleasant and plain way 
of explaining things always commanded the strictest 
attention of his scholars.-GEORGE T. DAVIS, New 
Rochelle, N. Y. 

I have met and listened to nearly all the principal 
lecturers on embalming, but I feel that Professor 
Clarke di<l as much as any of them for the profession. A 
generous, whole-souled man, ready at all times to im
part knowledge in a practical, intelligent way. Socially, 
he was one of the best men I ever met.-B. F. FosTER, 
Miljord, N. H. 

I feel proud to know I was one of Professor J. H. 
Clarke's students at his school first held in Pittsburgh, 
in 1884. I was almost a new beginner in the under
taking business, and Professor Clarke inspired me to 

[xvii] 
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become a practical embalmer. I honor his name and 
thank you for the privilege of serving on the com
mittee. -JAMES M. FULLERTON, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

It may be of some interest to the profession to know 
that the' present Governor of Missouri is not only a 
manufacturer of caskets, but is himself a practical em
balmer, having taken a course of instructions twenty
five years ago from Professor J. H. Clarke, and now 
holds one of his diplomas. Professor Clarke was one of 
the pioneers in this work, and were he living today, he 
would see the fruits of the splendid work, which he 
began many years ago, in every state in the Union. I 
am sure that I but speak for every one of his thousands 
of students when I say we all loved him and admired 
him, and that we miss him now.-F. D. GARDNER, 
Governor of the State of Missouri. 

I became a student of Professor Clarke when he 
opened his school in Cincinnati, in 1882. The many 
new ideas I received caused me to make many changes 
in my business. I found it quite a task to get the art of 
embalming and new ways of conducting funerals intro
duced to my patrons. I was at that time in business 
at Ripley, Ohio. When on business in Cincinnati, I 
often stopped in to see the Professor during his ses
sions, and always found him very enthusiastic in the 
work and courteous to his students and visitors. He 
was at all times cheerful and ready to make you feel 
his interest in your welfare.-Lou1s GRIM, Hamilton, 
Ohio. 

[xviii] 
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It is commendable to establish a memorial to Pro
fessor Clarke, whose memory certainly merits it.
JAMES ScoTT HAINLINE, Macomb, Ill. 

I was one of Professor Clarke's first students, over 
thirty-four years ago. I have attended a great many 
lectures since, but that first school is the rock upon 
which I have built my success in the undertaking busi
ness. Professor Clarke's aim was to make his students 
good embalmers. I shall surely deem it an honor to be 
allowed to contribute to his memorial.-THOMAS 
HANSEN, Kenosha, Wis. 

I shall esteem it a great pleasure and honor to be per
mitted to cooperate in your plans to perpetuate the 
memory of Professor Clarke. He was master of the 
subject of embalming, and possessed the ability, to a 
marked degree, of imparting knowledge in such a pleas
ing manner that this, together with his thoroughness, 
placed him in the front rank as a teacher.-S. B. HOR
TON, Greenport, L. I., N. Y. 

I certainly believe that the publication of the 
Reminiscences of Early Embalming, by Professor J. H. 
Clarke, is most timely and if, at the same time, it will 
result in the erection of a memorial to him, I most heart
ily endorse the project. I was a pupil at his second 
class, held in Philadelphia, and aftenvards intimately 
associated with him and Dr. Lukens, in all subsequent 
classes held here in New England, and know person
ally how much he did to advance the undertakers 
and their interests.-LEWIS L. JONES, Boston, Mass. 

[xix] 
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I shall remember Professor Clarke as long as I live, 
not only for the instruction given me at the time I 
attended his school, but for the many courtesies ex
tended to me in the earliest years of my engagement in 
the profession and the words of encouragement which 
were always given when I met him.-JOHN MAAS, 
Louisville, Ky. 

I shall, with pleasure, always recall that quiet, gentle 
gentleman, one of the pioneers of embalming. I met 
him at Denver in the early nineties. We were in those 
days thorough amateurs in the art of embalming. 
Professor Clarke was the most painstaking and unas
suming of teachers. He explained his methods thor
oughly and in language and terms readily understood. 
His was a message thoroughly appreciated and was the 
foundation upon which many of our most prominent 
embalmers based their efforts and perfected their art. 
The embalmers of America owe to him a debt of grati
tude. His name should be inscribed in the Hall of 
Fame of Embalmers.-T. G. McCARTHY, Pueblo, Colo. 

Professor Clarke was a grand old man, and as one of 
his early pupils, I feel that his calling away has de
prived the profession of an ennobling, uplifting influ
ence. I shall be glad to act as a member of the com
mittee.-] AMES J. MULLIN, Newark, N. J. 

I could not refuse to serve on the committee, for when 
I look back twenty-five years to the time when I at
tended Professor Clarke's first Boston school, I have the 
pleasantest recollections of his kindness to me. Another 
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reason is that my son, Frank J. Murphy, now of the 
firm of Smith, Murphy & Randall, San Diego, em
balmed the body of Professor Clarke when he passed 
away.-T. H. MURPHY, Worcester, Mass. 

Professor Clarke was, to my mind, a tireless worker 
and one who endeavored to enlist the interest of his 
students in the work of embalming so that when they 
left they were qualified to do first-class work and were 
also a credit to their instructor. In the Silent City of 
Rest, where he is now sleeping, may perfect peace be 
his.-J0HN B. SPENCE, Baltimore, Md. 

As a pupil of the first class ever taught in the Cincin
nati School of Embalming, and subsequently in many 
post-graduate classes of Professor Clarke's, I accept the 
honor of being on the committee and will contribute 
my mite in erecting a memorial to his memory, not so 
much in crumbling marble, but in the more enduring 
printers' ink, which shall tell the coming ages of his 
great efforts to instruct would-be embalmers and the 
public in the benefits following the sanitary preparation 
of dead human bodies. Our friendship, from March, 
1882, to our last meeting in San Diego in r915, was most 
delightful to me, and I shall cherish his memory while 
life lasts.-GEo. L. THOMAS, Past President, National 
Funeral Directors' Association, Milwaukee, Wis. 

I was one of the first hundred students that Professor 
Clarke taught. I took instruction under him in Sep
tember, 1883, entering his class in Milwaukee. I was 
with Professor Clarke when blood was first drawn from 
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the dead body. This operation took place in the fall of 
1885 in the establishment of the late S. F. Peacock in 
this city. I will be pleased to have my name used in 
connection with this work, and desire a copy as soon as 
it is finished.-C. L. TRUESDELL, Milwaukee, Wis. 

I am sure that hundreds of successful undertakers, 
scattered all over the United States, are deeply indebted 
to Professor Clarke for a start in the right direction 
when the art of embalming was in its infancy.-W. W. 
VAN NUYs, Pasadena, Cal. 

I was always very fond of Professor Clarke and in 
years gone by received more benefit from him than I 
can tell. Never will I forget his kindness and the many 
pleasant hours I spent with him. He always welcomed 
me as his 'Tar-heel' friend. I deem it an honor to serve 
on the committee.-F. H. VOGLER, Winsted-Salem, 
N.C. 

I will remember Professor Clarke as the pioneer 
teacher in the art of embalming on the Pacific Coast, 
and the first real teacher to direct us of the western 
slope along correct lines.-C. H. WEVER, Alameda, Cal. 

[xxii) 



Biographical Sketch 

JOSEPH HENRY CLARKE was born in Conners
ville, Ind., November 28, 1840, just following the 
campaign of William Henry Harrison, Whig can
didate for President, when "Tippecanoe and 
Tyler too," was the political war-cry. As a 
result of the enthusiasm of this campaign, his 
elder brother named him "Tip," which title he 
carried until he was married at his native town 
on June S, 1866. He was educated at the local 
schools, and at the age of sixteen was sent to 
learn the drug business under the tutorship of his 
elder brother, Dr. William M. Clarke. His 
training in this field fitted him for his life-work. 
He had a natural fondness for anatomy and 
chemistry, and during his spare time in the drug 
store he was required to study Materia Medica. 
His elder brother put him through a general drill 
in chemistry, and he was regularly required to 
recite his daily lesson. He appeared to be 
adapted for the work planned for him, and it was 
not long before he was permitted to compound 
sulphate of iron and other ferrous products. In 
studying the compounding and effects of arseni-

[ xxiii J 
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ous acid he learned of its preservative qualities 
and accidentally got his first inclination toward 
the science of embalming. Finding that a solu
tion of arsenic and alcohol would preserve dead 
animal tissue, he began to collect specimens of 
insect life and place them in bottles. His first 
test of importance was the preservation of a sur
plus thumb which had been amputated. His 
next experiment in preservation was with a toad, 
into the mouth of which he poured Fowler's 
solution of arsenic, also making a rectal injection 
of the solution. After advancing in his private 
studies of medicine, he entered the medical col
lege at Keokuk, Iowa, attending but part of the 
fall and winter course, when the Civil War broke 
out. Responding to the call for volunteers, he 
was three times rejected on the ground that his 
lungs were seriously affected, but finally ob
tained permission to go as a civilian. The out
door life proved beneficial to him, and some time 
afterwards he was attached to the medical staff 
of the Fifth Iowa Infantry, as assistant hospital 
steward. His brother-in-law, Dr. W. H. Darrow, 
was assistant surgeon, and pressed him into 
service in amputations and visits to the sick 
wards. This experience was of great value to 
him in later years when he became a teacher of 
embalming. 

[xxiv] 
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Before the close of the War, Professor Clarke 
was called home by the death of his father, and 
became a bookkeeper and salesman in a grocery 
store. Referring to this, he said, "The only real 
good feature of this business was the daughter 
of the proprietor, to whom I became very much 
and permanently attached." After his marriage 
he accepted a position as bookkeeper, shipping 
clerk, and house and road salesman for the 
Whitewater Valley Coffin Company, under 
which name John A. Wayne carried on the manu
facture of burial receptacles in Connersville. In 
this way Professor Clarke came into personal 
contact with the undertaking profession. While 
making a trip through Michigan he made the 
acquaintance of Professor George M. Rhodes, 
who manufactured an embalming fluid, and, 
purchasing six bottles, he next started out to in
terview the undertakers on the subject of pres
ervation. In this way he was led to perfect 
himself by practical experiments in the new art 
of embalming. 

The following year, while calling on the trade 
in Cincinnati, he formed the acquaintance of Dr. 
C. M. Lukens, demonstrator of anatomy in the 
Pulte Medical College, and attended the evening 
demonstrations. In the fall of 1881 he suggested 
to Dr. Lukens the establishment of a school of 

[xxv] 
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embalming, and the result was the organization 
of such a school, the first of its kind, Professor 
Clarke becoming responsible for the enterprise, 
financially. The first session was held in March, 
1882, in the amphitheater of the Pulte Medical 
College, and the particulars of this school, as 
well as the many subsequent ones held by Pro
fessor Clarke in various parts of the country, 
are most interestingly set forth in his reminis
cences. 

When Professor Clarke removed from Spring
field, Ohio, to Cincinnati, in 1899, he established 
the Cincinnati College of Embalming upon a per
manent basis, and after that date he did not 
hold as many schools away from home as pre
viously. He was ably assisted in his work in Cin
cinnati by his son, C. Horace Clarke, and in 1907, 
when he began to feel the need of less exacting 
duties, he associated with him also Professor 
Charles 0. Dhonau, the present head of the 
college. Professor Clarke acted as President 
Emeritus for two years longer, and during this 
time he gave his successors in the work the bene
fit of his instruction, counsel, and advice, so that 
the traditions and spirit of his school should 
remain with them. 

Three or four years before his death, full of 
honors and deserving of his well-earned retire

[ xxvi) 
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ment, Professor Clarke removed to San Diego, 
Cal., where he passed the time in quiet content
ment, in the most beautiful and healthful of 
earthly surroundings. There, in October, 1915, 
following the San Francisco convention of the 
National Funeral Directors' Association, his 
heart was gladdened by the visits of many of his 
former pupils and friends in the profession. 
There, on June 5, 1916, he celebrated his golden 
wedding, with his estimable wife, surrounded by 
his family, and there, twelve days later, he suc
cumbed to the disease, paralysis, which had 
given him several warnings of its approach. 
Peacefully he passed away, and it was, indeed, a 
beautiful rounding out of his life. Surviving him 
were his wife and four children: Charles Horace 
Clarke of Cincinnati; Arthur L. Clarke, Chi
cago; Mrs. Fred M. Hills, San Diego, Cal., and 
Mrs. Albert Lee Stephens, Los Angeles, Cal.; 
also a brother, Thomas E. Clarke, of Scranton, Pa. 

The remains of the great instructor were laid 
away with simple ceremonies and now rest in the 
beautiful cemetery at San Diego, where it is 
hoped a suitable memorial may be erected in his 
honor by a grateful profession. 

[xxvii l 



Tributes of the Trade Press 

Professor Clarke was known for his geniality, gen
erosity, public spirit, and for his great desire to see all 
undertakers posted in the art of caring for the human 
dead. He traveled many miles, and expended much 
time and pains in the instruction of those who were 
unable to properly recompense him, often doing the 
work without hope of fee or reward. His assistance to 
his scholars who were caring for bodies that had literally 
"gone to pieces," demonstrated that he had only the 
good of his patrons at heart, and many are the miles he 
rode and tramped with a lone undertaker to see in what 
manner he could help prepare the remains of the dead 
so that they might be presentable at the time of burial. 
His very large acquaintance made his name an office 
word in all undertaking establishments throughout the 
land.-The Sunnyside, July 15, 1916. 

It was a long and useful tour our pioneer undertook 
(in 1882), throughout the length and breadth of the 
land, and thousands of undertakers were transformed 
by him into expert embalmers and funeral directors. 
The profession owes him a debt which it can never repay 
and will ever hold him in grateful remembrance. His 
last resting-place should be marked with a suitable 
memorial, setting forth his great services, his devotion 
to the undertaking profession, and his spotless integrity. 
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Through the undertaking profession, which he helped 
to advance and qualify also as sanitarians, he exerted a 
still wider influence which entitles him to rank as a 
public benefactor.-The Casket, July 1, 1916. 

For fully a third of a century, Professor Clarke made 
the care of the dead his life-work, and right well did he 
perform his duties. He builded a reputation as a care
ful, painstaking instructor. His lectures were given in 
as simple language as the nature of the subject would 
permit, and if a student was puzzled as to the meaning 
of some word or sentence, he had but to indicate his loss 
by sign, word, or gesture, and the work would be re
newed until all of the class were satisfied. They all 
learned to respect him as an instructor and love him as 
a man. He was deeply attached to the members of his 
own household, and often referred with much pride to 
his family of boys and girls, now grown to manhood 
and womanhood. His good works and humble Chris
tian life will be a monument that the waves of time can
not wash away or obliterate.-The Western Under
taker, June, 1916. 

From the time when he first began his pioneer work 
until the last hour of his life, Professor Clarke never 
allowed his enthusiasm in the science to diminish. He 
was keenly alive to every development in the profession, 
and as a lecturer and demonstrator he had few equals. 
Of a kindly disposition and extremely attached to his 
wife and helpmate, who for fifty years was his devoted 
companion, his domestic life was most happy. Pro-
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fessor Clarke acquired knowledge in order to impart it 
to others, and among the hundreds of practitioners 
throughout the country who received the benefit of his 
instruction, he had no better or more devoted friends.
Embalmers' Monthly, July, 1916. 
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Foreword 

J\ PROFESSION always honors itself by 

..r-l_ honoring those who blazed its way 

through the forest of ignorance and 

prejudice, who had faith to become its pion

eers, who made many sacrifices that it might 

be firmly established, and who devoted their 

brains and energies and very lives to its welfare. 

Such a man was Joseph Henry Clarke, the 

Father of American Embalming Schools, in 

whose memory this volume is issued. When 

he passed from earthly life on June 17, 1916, it 

could well and truly be said of him that, in his 

long and useful career, he had won the respect 

and loving esteem, not only of his pupils, thou

sands of whom he had instructed, but of the 

entire undertaking profession, whose willing and 

faithful servant he was, and whose interests he 

never ceased to have at heart. 

In this connection it will doubtless be interest

ing to explain how the "Reminiscences of Early 
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Embalming" came to be written through the 

earnest urging of the writer of this foreword. 

At the Detroit convention of the National 

Funeral Directors' Association, in 1910, Profes

sor Clarke was called upon for an impromptu ad

dress. He spoke earnestly and feelingly of the 

days gone by, of his retirement, and of the love 

which he always would continue to have for the 

profession. The applause and appreciation which 

greeted his remarks touched him deeply, and as 

I walked from the hall with him and reached the 

street I suggested that he owed it to himself and 

posterity to place upon record a more detailed 

account of his labors to which reference had been 

made at the meeting. He seemed impressed 

with my views but modestly replied that it would 

be impossible for him to do justice to the subject 

as he was no writer. To sit down and try to 

describe his life and experiences appeared to be 

a task beyond him. He could speak and lecture, 

and compile a text-book on embalming, but 

firmly denied that he had the literary ability 

to write a book outside of these lines. 
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"But you can write letters?" suggested the 
writer. 

"Yes," admitted Professor Clarke, in a hesitat

ing way. 

"Then write me a series of letters covering 

your experience as an instructor in embalming 
and I will whip them into shape and publish one 

each month until you have completed the story 
which is of more than ordinary interest and 
importance." 

This plan seemed to him easier of accomplish
ment, especially when he recollected that he still 

had in his possession the registers of his schools, 
which would materially assist him in refreshing 
his memory. Being convinced that he could by 
the simple writing of a series of letters render a 
historic service to the profession, he gave me his 

promise, and that it would be faithfully kept I 
had no doubt. 

The result was the material now embodied in 
this volume. During a memorable visit with him 

at San Diego, Cal., in 1915, I made the suggestion 
that he go over and revise the letters and add 
whatever else he might recall, and especially 
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that he include a description of his life from the 

time of his retirement from active participation 

in the work of teaching. Although somewhat 

enfeebled by age and ill health, his enthusiasm 

was renewed, but his promise, provisionally 

given this time, was not carried out. The best 

he could do was to furnish in response to further 

urging, an authentic biographical sketch which 

I desired for the Funeral Directors' Encyclo

pedia. This he sent, on April 13, 1916, and in 

the accompanying letter he confidingly wrote 

these lines which, I hope will be considered as a 

wish sacred to every member of the profession: 
"It is possible that, after my demise, the entire 

series [of articles], up to the time of my retire

ment from the Cincinnati College of Embalming, 

can be published in book form and the proceeds 

used in marking my final resting place." 

That this will be done there can be no doubt. 

When it was proposed that a committee be 

formed for the purpose of raising funds through 

the publication and sale of this volume, many 

letters warmly commending the project were 

received, and from these loving tributes to the 
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memory of their old instructor I have ventured 

to make some extracts which will be found else
where, together with a biographical sketch of 
Professor Clarke and extracts from the obit
uaries published after his demise. 

The simplicity of Professor Clarke's character, 

his ready wit, his kindly humor, his tender re
gard for humanity, and his faith in all higher 
and nobler things, are revealed in his recollec

tions, and by widely circulating them, and by this 
means erecting a visible monument to this noble 
man and teacher, we shall proclaim to the world 
the fact that he is also enshrined in the hearts of 
the embalming and undertaking profession. 

WILLIAM MILL BUTLER 

[xxxvii] 



Reminiscences of Early Embaln1ing 

Chapter I 

The First Year's Pilgrimage of the First School of Em
balming-Denounced as a Humbug by User of 

the Ice-Box, Who Afterwards Apologized 
-Some Amusing Incidents 

DURING the Civil War Dr. Chamberlain 

was recognized as an embalmer of offi

cers and soldiers whose remains were 
sent to their homes in the north, but probably the 
one who really embalmed the most bodie during 

that time was Dr. Thomas Holmes, of Brooklyn, 

N. Y., who claimed to have embalmed four 
thousand and twenty-eight officers and soldiers, 
and it is possibly true that Dr. Holmes was 
really the first American embalmer. In 1885, he 

advertised in The Sunnyside as the originator of 

embalming in the United States. He was then 
thirty-two years in business, and stated that he 
would embalm with anybody in the United 
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States or the world for the sum of $I,ooo, the 

successful competitor to pay this amount to 

some charitable institution. During my first or 

second visit to New York I called on the doctor 
at his residence in Brooklyn and enjoyed a very 
pleasant afternoon. He showed me the body of 
an adult he had embalmed many years ago; also 
some animals, birds, etc. The doctor was then 

up in the seventies and was then preparing an 
embalming fluid which he chose to call innom
inate. He was a kind, courteous old gentleman 

and said he hoped we would be successful in 
enlightening the undertakers in the art of 
embalming. 

I never had the pleasure of meeting Dr. 
Chamberlain, but his theory was in the use of 

the femoral artery and he gave some private 
instructions in the use of that artery. As I 
remember, Pittsburgh was the first city in the 
Central West to adopt his methods. 

A young man by the name of Myers, who had 

been practising embalming in Pittsburgh, came 
to Cincinnati and taught James Davis, then 
with John F. Wiltsee; and John P. Epply also 
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began embalming, and his son, Charles M., took 
up the work and was very successful. W. H. 

Devore, of Pittsburgh, claims to be the first 
embalmer of the West, and Hudson Samson 
claimed the same distinction. During the first 

two or three years of our itinerary we found a 
number of people who claimed to do embalming 
long before any schools were started. And yet 

some of these good people came to us to learn 
what we knew and could teach. Occasionally 
one would present himself and say he had 
embalmed hundreds or thousands of bodies 

dead of every conceivable cause and never had a 
failure in all his work. Others would say if it 

was possible to learn how to embalm and pre
serve dead bodies, they would be willing to pay 
one thousand dollars, and when told our price 

was twenty-five for a week's teaching, would ask 
us if we wanted the earth. 

Prof. E. H. Crane, of Kalamazoo, who 
originated the first embalming fluid in the West, 
and who did some embalming of the soldiers and 
private citizens, sold the formula to Prof. 
George M. Rhodes, of Grand Rapids. The latter 
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made an arrangement with Mills & Lacey, 

druggists, to prepare it, after the business had 

grown too large for his modest quarters in his 

residence. And soon after the M. & L. fluid was 

started. In the meantime Professor Crane went 

to Kalamazoo and interested 0. M. Allen, Sr., in 
a similar enterprise, and Crane's Excelsior 

Preservative was put up and sold by Crane & 

Allen as a side line of the Globe Casket Manu

facturing Co., which house I represented until I 

started in business for myself at Springfield, 

Ohio, under the name of the Clarke Chemical 

Works, this being the first use of the term 

chemical works or company for the production 

of embalming fluid. This was in 1880, when I 
began compounding in a ten-gallon keg and 

putting it up in pint bottles, following a very 

unpleasant experience with one W. W. Ball 

which I do not care to write about. 

During the year 1878, I was employed as 
traveling salesman for the White Water Valley 

Coffin Co., of Connersville, Ind., my native 
town, and when on a trip through Michigan, I 

learned of Prof. George M. Rhodes, who was 
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then making Rhodes' Electric Balm and putting 

it up in twelve-ounce bottles. I at once went to 

his laboratory in his residence and had quite a 

lengthy talk with him as to how it should be 

used, and all he could tell me was to use the 

femoral artery, found somewhere in the thigh, 
and to use the hollow needle to inject the cavities. 

I purchased six bottles at $8 per dozen, less 

20 per cent.; placed them in my private grip, 

and after finishing my work and getting all the 

information I could from the undertakers regard

ing the Rhodes balm, which was very meager, I 

started homeward and thought of what would 
in the near future be the best method of pre

serving dead bodies. 

Reaching a town in northern Indiana on 

Saturday, I called on Miller & Lutz, and after 
getting their order for funeral supplies, I showed 

them what I had and said I would like to prove 

what I believed could be done if I could have a 

body to work on. Then Mr. Miller told me he had 

a colored man who had been drowned that day 

and was lying in a cheap coffin in his back shop, 

and said if we could do the work at night, he 
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would close the windows by pasting paper over 

them and we could work on the body as long 
and as much as we desired. I went to a drug 
store and bought a family syringe; a shoemaker's 
knife was our scalpel; made an instrument of 
wood to help get the femoral artery to the 

surface, and after supper we began the first case 
of embalming I ever performed. The incision 
was at least six inches long, but when we got 
down to the artery and vein it was a problem 
which was the one to inject. We finally opened 

the artery and injected the six bottles and 
wondered where it had all gone to. On the 
following morning we injected a quart of alcohol. 
During the day and the week following hundreds 
of people came to see the embalmed body of 

the negro who had been drowned and it was 

the wonder of all who saw and heard of it. The 

body was not buried until a week after. 
During the following year, while I was calling 

on the trade in Cincinnati, I formed the acquain

tance of Dr. C. M. Lukens, then demonstrator of 
anatomy in the Pulte Medical College, Seventh 
and Mound Streets, and during the fall and 
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winter months I was invited to attend the 
evening or night demonstrations. Here is where 

I got my first real start in dissection, and I lost 

no opportunity to gather every item I could. 

Finally in the fall of 1881, I suggested to the 

doctor to start or establish a school of embalming 

and told him of the probable future of such an 

enterprise and to see the various cities of the 

country, telling him I would guarantee him 

fifteen hundred dollars a year and a good time; 

that in the absence of money I would use cheek, 

nerve or gall to make the guarantee good. He 

finally consented to make the venture. To 

make the faculty more complete, Charles M. 

Epply was named as teacher in lining and trim

ming caskets, funeral conduct and practical 

embalming, and circulars were issued to that 

effect and an advertisement placed in the trade 

papers. 

The first session began the second week in 

March and ended March 13, 1882. We secured 

the amphitheater of Pulte Medical College. The 

first class was composed of Frank S. Waterman, 

Boston, Mass.; George L. Thomas, Milwaukee, 
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Wis.; J. F. McCormick, Mt. Vernon, Ohio; 

George Stanley Butler, Cumberland, Md.; John 
K. Arnold, Zanesville, Ohio; William S. Taylor, 

Paris, Ky., and William C. Greer, Oxford, 

Ohio. 
This class began on Monday, March 8, and 

ended Saturday, March 13, 1882. As my 
memory serves the entire class was more than 

pleased and delighted at what had been imparted 
to it during the week, and the little eight by ten 
certificates issued were signed by C. M. Lukens, 
principal; J. H. Clarke and C. M. Epply, 

lecturers and demonstrators. 
The second class was conducted in Pulte 

Medical College at Cincinnati, beginning April 
24, 1882, and composed of George M. Schambs, 

Mansfield, Ohio; Bernard E. Murray, Jamaica 
Plains, Boston, Mass.; A. P. Burton, Erie, Pa.; 

S. Birkenkamp, Toledo, Ohio; J.C. Peltier, Fort 

Wayne, Ind.; B. N. Lindsey, Steubenville, Ohio; 
S. L. Hamilton, Princeton, Ind.; William P . 
Niman, Mansfield, Ohio; George R. Goodwin, 
Liberty Center, Ohio; John P. Epply, Cincinnati, 

Ohio. 
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This class was more stimulating in point of 
numbers. The trade papers were willing to 
publish the items as news matter, and we con
cluded to make it a permanent institution of 
learning. 

The third class was organized June 6, 1882, 

and consisted of Alexander McEwan, Frankfort, 
Ky.; John B. Schildt, Lee E. Cralle, and E. C. 

Pearson, Louisville, Ky.; Joseph Schaefer, 

Evansville, Ind.; Ed. E. Black, Greencastle, Ind. 
The fourth class was formed July 11, 1882, 

and was composed of John V. W. Smith and 
Henry C. Hess, Louisville, Ky.; S. W. Helvie, 
New Carlisle, Ohio; Louis Bertschy, Wheeling, 
W. Va.; D. Blum, Jr., Crestline, Ohio, and 
George Billow, Akron, Ohio. 

The lectures of this class were conducted 111 

Dr. Lukens' office on Race Street. 
The fifth class was formed on September 19, 

1882, and composed of Henry W. Katzenbach, 

Terre Haute, Ind.; Frank J. Fisher, Vicksburg, 

Miss.; George Sherer, Canton, Ohio; D. A. 
Burleigh, Lewistown, Ill.; E. J. Selover, Lewis

town, Ill.; Thomas Claggett, Uniontown, Pa. 
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Henry Bosse, Sr., Louisville, Ky.; John Schaefer, 

Louisville, Ky.; George Moore, Steubenville, 

Ohio; T. F. Anderson, East Liverpool, Ohio; 

Thomas M. Moore, Xenia, Ohio; F. A. Dexter, 

Watertown, N. Y.; E. M. Coots, Jeffersonville, 

Ind. ; John B. Swank, Rockville, Ind. ; Theodore 

Schindewolf, Kenton, Ohio; Joseph Abele, 

Toledo, Ohio, and William C. Estep, Cincinnati, 

Ohio. 

The sixth course ending November 14, 1882, 

was composed of Sylvester J. Wagner, Cleve

land, Ohio; L. C. Shepherd, Knoxville, Tenn.; 

George Herrmann, Indianapolis, Ind.; F. C. 
Bond, Troy, Ohio. 

This class was conducted in the Eclectic 

Medical College, Court and Plum Streets, and 

was the last one of the year conducted at 

Cincinnati. 

These classes had been reported in the trade 
papers, and John C. Rulon, of Philadelphia, 

entered into correspondence with us regarding a 

visit to that city, which resulted in our first 
class away from home. It was held in Phila

delphia under the auspices of Mr. Rulon, in a hall 
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over the drug store on Eleventh and Market 
Streets. This class stimulated us to move on to 

New York and Boston. In New York W. J. 
Noble, of Hornthal, Noble & Co., aided us very 
materially, and Lewis L. Jones, of Boston, 

requested us to come to the Hub for a course, 
and promised to do all he could to aid us. 

The Philadelphia class, which began Novem
ber 22, 1882, was composed of John C. Rulon, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; John M. Mason, Centerville, 

Md.; J. T. Carpenter, Downington, Pa.; George 
R. Williams, Philadelphia, Pa.; Fred N. Troll, 

Baltimore, Md.; Lewis L. Jones, Boston, Mass.; 

Thomas R. Graham, Philadelphia, Pa.; B. Frank 

Kirk, Germantown, Philadelphia, Pa.; Francis 
X. Gartland, Philadelphia, Pa.; H. P. Mark, 
Arendtsville and Gettysburg, Pa.; Edward P. 
Phillips, Wilkes-Barre, Pa.; David H. Kollock, 
Frank A. Hookey and Henry Schneider, Phila
delphia, Pa., and George Tausley, Tecumseh, 

Mich. 
One member of this class was very enthusiastic 

in the beginning, but at the appearance of the 
two bodies grew faint and hid in the closet to 
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escape doing his part. He was brought out of 

his hiding place, put to work and became a good 

student and operator. 

The New York City class began December I, 

1882, and consisted of W. J. Noble, F. A. Sullivan 

and J. E. Winterbottom, New York City; 

Frank S. Henderson, Brooklyn, N. Y.; John N. 

Gennerich, E. A. Pine, Bernard Kolb, S. Merritt 

Hook, Louis Roth, Charles A. Benedict, William 

Irving Lyon and John W. Lyon, New York City; 

Isaac L. Mead, Greenwich, Conn.; Charles 

Roemmele, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Charles E. Earl, 

Brooklyn, N. Y.; E. E. Starr, Newark, N. J., 

and Thomas F. Moran, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

The lectures before this class were given in a 

society hall on the Bowery on Saturday, and 
lasted until IO p. m. We could not demonstrate 

the correctness of these lectures until the follow
ing Monday morning at the Bellevue Hospital 
morgue, where five of the class report~d. They 
raised the arteries on from one to three bodies. 
The operations made on the body, employing 

the cerebral, carotid, brachia!, radial and femoral 
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arteries, proved a pronounced success, and all 

seemed highly satisfied. 

In soliciting the members of this class we had 

to, or did, offer t@ place the amount of tuition 

with any supply house subject to their call, and 

not a dollar was asked of them until we had 
proved every statement made. At the close of 

the first lecture, Charles A. Benedict arose and 
said he desired to pay his tuition, as he felt 

assured of being taught all we had promised. 

During this visit to New York, the grand, good 

man, Rev. Stephen Merritt, didn't believe we 

could possibly teach a man how to embalm in 

so short a time and at so small a cost as $30. 

Had we made the tuition $300 he would send us 

a student. He afterwards paid the writer $60 

for showing two of his men how to raise and 

inject the arteries on two bodies. 

At Newark, N. J., Major Hulfish, of Hulfish 

and Crans, told me I was a fraud and humbug 

to think and say I could teach anyone not a 

physician how to embalm and preserve dead 

bodies without ice, and invited me to leave the 

office, which I did not do until I had an inter-
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view with his partner, Mr. Crans, who invited 

me to call again and have another talk with the 
major, which I did on my next visit to Newark, 
and Mr. Crans saw me embctlm the body of a 
lady for Mr. Ormsby, and knew the body kept 

beautifully without the aid of ice for several 
days and was convinced. In our next trip east 
Mr. Crans came to New York to be humbugged, 
and said that ten times the cost of tuition had 

been received during the course. When I 
visited the major the year following he extended 
both hands to me and said he owed me many 
apologies, and if he had to go back to the ice
box he would quit the business. 

Our next class was held at Boston and began 

December II, 1882. But before dismissing the 

class at New York we were told that if we would 

return to New York on our way to the West, we 

could be assured of a class without cost of 
advertising. Lewis L. Jones secured us a lecture 
room in one of the society halls. The Boston 
class was composed of James Adams, Natick, 
Mass.; Charles A. Raymond, Plymouth, Mass.; 
Robert C. Cottrell, Newport, R. I.; James 
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Lynde, Jr., Chelsea, Mass.; Oliver Walton, 
Wakefield, Mass.; Ralph Houghton, Randolph, 
Mass.; Benjamin F. Foster, Milford, N. H.; E. 
G. Washburne, Springfield, Mass.; J. Tinkham, 

J. P. Cleary and Frederick J. Crosby, Boston, 
Mass.; J. B. Currier, Lowell, Mass.; R. Gleason, 
Boston, Mass.; Joseph W. Stucomb, Quincy, 
Mass.; Charles S. Buffum, Salem, Mass.; Charles 
F. Tinkham, Boston, Mass.; E. H. Marsh, 

Somerville, Mass.; J. H. McDermott, Lowell, 
Mass. 

The news of our former classes at Cincinnati, 
Philadelphia and New York, with the aid of our 
former students from Boston, was largely 
instrumental in forming this large class. While 

the New England people were not very demon

strative in their expressions of satisfaction, the 
manner in which they grasped the lessons was 
evidence of our having pleased them by their 
good words. Frank S. Waterman, of Boston, 
received the first certificate or diploma we ever 
issued. 

On our return to New York we were greeted 
by the following class: John Louis McCoy, 
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Baltimore, Md.; John Aldred, New York City; 

Michael Durning, Elizabeth port, N. J.; John T. 

B. Pouch, Brooklyn, N. Y.; John H. Newman, 

Brooklyn, N. Y.; John F. Whelan, Brooklyn, N. 

Y.; August Eickelberg, New York City; S. M. 

Crandall, New York City; Frank S. Henderson, 

Brooklyn, N. Y.; John G. Meister, New York 

City. 

This ended our first year's efforts to convince 

the people that embalming was a successful way 
of preserving the human dead entrusted to their 

care, and the principal object was, what are the 

best methods of employing this knowledge? 

There were a few unpleasant and very dis

couraging features connected with our work in 

trying to convince the undertaker that we could 

and would teach them. We could not guarantee 
that all bodies embalmed would retain their 
natural and life-like appearance for several 

weeks, nor could we guarantee that the embalmer 

would not sometimes have a partial, or possibly, 

a total failure. We stated that in every case 

where these failures occurred, if the operator 

would make a careful study of the case, the cause 
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of death, the condition of the body when he first 

saw it, and note carefully the distribution of the 

fluid, the final results would be of more value to 

him than a dozen successes. 

My old friend Michael Durning, who, I 

recently learned, had passed away, used to say 

that when he employed the bronchitical (brachia!) 

artery he never had a failure. 

I remember, distinctly, embalming the body 

of a short, stout German woman for big John 

Kraft in Buffalo. It was a childbirth case. The 

next day I was summoned to his place of business 
and asked, or rather commanded to hurry out to 

the house where the woman had died. Upon 

my arrival I found two men standing by the 

outer door talking very earnestly, and Mr. 

Fischer, Mr. Kraft's head man, said: "Go in and 

see for yourself." I, of course, thought some

thing must be very wrong, as three or four 

women were standing around the cooling board 

and talking in low voice, but I could detect no 

odor and at once removed the canopy and 

examined very closely the face, neck and hands, 

which were in perfect condition-a light flush 
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on the cheeks and lips-and then came Fischer 

and the other two men, who proved to be 
physicians, one of them having attended the 

woman, who had been sent for to determine 
whether she was really dead. When I told the 
doctors I had removed over a quart of blood and 
had injected three quarts of fluid into the arteries 
they convinced the family that beyond a question 
of doubt the deceased was surely dead and was 
a splendid case of embalming. On my return to 
Mr. Kraft's office, where Mr. Fischer had pre

ceded me, and had told him of the condition, I 
asked what reason he had to try to scare me out 
of a year's happiness. Mr. Kraft replied, "Ain't 

it a good deal better to think the body ain't 
dead than to have it stink like h-?" 

John B. Sackett, who had done more associa
tion work in western New York than any other 

man, should have been made president of the 
National Association at Chicago. 

It was through the kindness of this grand, 
good man that we had our first class in Buffalo, 
and in the parlors of his establishment, where 
our first lectures and demonstrations were con-
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ducted in that city. It was through Mr. Sackett's 

influence that we were enabled to have bodies 

for demonstration. In Boston, through J. Tink

ham, his son Charles, and Fred L. Briggs, we 

always had material for demonstration, except 

once. In a few instances we had considerable 

difficulty, but never got into trouble or the hands 

of the law. 

I cannot close this, my first chapter of remi

niscences, without mentioning my attendance at 

the meeting of the ational Funeral Director's 

Association in Detroit the last days of September, 

1910.
1 I did not dream that I would be so very 

pleasantly remembered by those I had instructed 

in the early days of 1882-1883-1884. But 

George L. Thomas and his excellent wife saw fit 
to portray and make public the fact in the trade 

papers, of their early training. My meeting 

with these dear, good, old-time friends who so 

kindly grasped my hands and so heartily 

expressed their delight to see me, almost over

whelmed me with gratitude, especially when 

1 It was at this convention that the Editor of The Sunny
side persuaded Prof. Clarke to write his reminiscences. 
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many of them said they dated their success in 
business from the time they sat under my voice 
and took up embalming. How pleasant it was 

to grasp the hands of August Eickelberg, Fred 

Hulberg, J. H. Sexton, James R. Cleary, George 

Chandler Paul, J. Clark Flagg, and so many from 

the Eastern and New England States, and those 
from the West, Northwest and South. It was a 
home-coming I had never hoped to enjoy. The 

expressions of truth that I had uttered years ago 

had been a watchword in their business careers. 
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Chapter II 

Professor Clarke Begins the Second Year of His Labors 
as an Instructor-Doubting Thomases Everywhere

"Body Would Never Get to Heaven"-"Ice 
Better"-Hospital Patient Provides His 

Own Remains for Demonstration 
-His First Lady Student 

;\ T the termination of our first year's labors 

fi in New York City, beginning December 
14, 1882, we returned to Cincinnati, to 

prepare for the next year's campaign. We pro
grammed the next largest city, Chicago, and 

through the assistance of F. H. Hill and Co., the 
Chicago branch of the Cleveland Burial Case Co., 

and Hornthal and Co., who all interceded with 
the profession in our behalf, we, with no little 

difficulty, through circulars and personal solicita
tion, secured the promise of fourteen to hear 
what we had to say on the art of embalming. 

Only eight put in an appearance on the open

ing clay, however, the list being headed by James 
F. Jillson, head assistant to C. H. Jordan, 12 

Madison Avenue. James Hebblethwait, of 
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Evanston, Ill., I remember, said he believed it 
impossible for anyone to learn how to raise an 
artery and embalm a body in one week's time, 

although he had been embalming for over three 
years with the trocar, with wonderful success. 
George N. Chamberlain, of S. S. Chamberlain 
and Son, Joliet, thought he might possibly add 

something to his already liberal store of knowl
edge on the subject, and when he finished 
raising several arteries said it was the best 
money he ever spent, and he was satisfied that 

there was more in embalming than he had 

thought. Frederick Leng, of Naperville, Ill., 
was the fourth victim, and as I temember, we 

had to guarantee to teach him how to raise the 
arteries or return his money, but he did not want 

to give up until he was convinced of success. 
W. F. Thompson, of Mason City, Ill., said if 

others could learn he could, and so signed the 
book and paid his tuition. One of the most 

enthusiastic was Matthias M. Hoffman, of 
Dubuque, Ia., who said he was going to learn 

the whole thing if it was possible, not at this 
session, but as often as he could come to us, 
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which was several times, including one visit 
while we had a class in his own city. We have 

had several students from his house since that 
time and Matt has surely been a very successful 

student and business man. 
From Kenosha, Wis., came Thomas Hansen, 

whom I remember as a man of sturdy habits and 
few words, but a splendid student. The last 

time I called at his place of business the usual 
very cordial greeting was extended and, among 
other things, he said that he dated his success 
from the time he sat under the voice of Dr. 
Lukens and myself at Chicago, and he pointed 

with pride to his little eight by ten certificate. 
Matthias Schneider, slightly deaf, of Chicago, 

was called up over the 'phone by Mr. Hornthal, 

and replied: "If one of them fellows would come 
out and talk to him he might come, but didn't 
want any humbugs." So I started on the horse

car, rode nearly an hour in a blizzard, at zero, 

convinced Matt that if we didn't teach him how 
to raise the arteries and embalm dead bodies I 
would give him back his money, and that much 
more, and he to be the judge. At 5 o'clock I 
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started back in a temperature of 20 below zero. 

I felt that I had surely earned my money by the 

afternoon's work. This, our first visit to Chicago, 
while not a great financial success, was an enter

ing wedge and was good seed planted in good 

soil that subsequently produced good results. 

From this cold and severe climate we next went 

to New Orleans, following Mardi Gras, opening in 

a city that some would think needed this knowl

edge more than the one we had just left. In 

this, as in other instances, the trade papers gave 

us many good words in addition to our advertise

ments. We saw for the first time the great 

carnival and King Rex. During the Mardi Gras 

we visited the profession with great difficulty, 

and with many misgivings, as to our ability to 

teach and their's to learn. We answered hundreds 

of questions, many of which were foreign to the 

points at issue. I remember that one man, who 

had been listening without any remarks, finally 

said: "I wouldn't have that embalming, because 

the body could never get to heaven." 

The first and easiest to convince was Thomas 

E. Lynch, who was manager for Mrs. H. Smith, 
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99 St. Charles Street. Mrs. Smith was not 

willing to pay Mr. Lynch's tuition, so he arranged 

to pay it himself, and get all the profits of the 

work he did in embalming, which was much the 

best for Mr. Lynch. A. W. Jackson and Charles 

L. Schopp, employed by Christian Schopp, 144 

Louisiana Avenue, after several visits and 

solicitations concluded with our guarantee and 

assurances that we would surely teach them 
how to embalm and raise the arteries, and become 

successful embalmers. P. J. McMahon, who 

was with his father, Thomas McMahon, was 

willing to attend, but the old gentleman said it 

was another humbug, and that ice was better, 

but P. J. (known as "Paddy Mac") came and 

was soon convinced, especially when he had 

raised several arteries, that he had never spent 

as good money in his life. 

After several visits to John F. Markey and 

Bro., 363 Common Street, B. F. Markey and 

John Powers, of the same firm, were enrolled, 

and this constituted our first class in the Crescent 

City of the South. We were somewhat dis

appointed, as we had anticipated a much larger 
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attendance; but as in Chicago, it was good 

seed sown for the future. 
While in New Orleans we had advertised a 

class at St. Louis, and we started for that city with 
more money in our pockets and knowledge in 
our brains than when we entered. I nearly 
forgot our experience in getting a room in New 
Orleans, in which to sleep and rest. One lady 

wanted $3.50 a day each for a room; two days' 
rent would have bought everything in it, and 
she wanted a week's rent in advance. Dr. Lukens 
asked if that included the house, lot, negro 
servant, stove, dog, and cat. We finally located 

on Magazine Street, at $10 a week for both, with 
good accommodations, with a lady who was 
half Indian. 

Arriving at St. Louis we got quarters at the 
Silver Moon Hotel and restaurant, and were 
delighted to enroll on Monday morning James 
Willett of Eureka Springs, Ark., who said he 

wanted to know how to preserve in order to 
ship back the Yankees who came there to get 
boiled out; and C. M. McNeil, of Little Rock, 
Ark., wanted the same identical thing. John K. 
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Murrell, with his father, John P. Murrell, St. 

Louis; M. J. Cullen, of Cullen and Kelly; John 
Amend, Jr., William E. Landvogt, of Landvogt 
and Son, St. Louis; Henry C. Dallinger, St. 

Charles, Mo.; also the big-hearted and jolly 

John C. Benseck, 1022 N. Sixth Street, St. 
Louis; John Philip Schnur, 2218 Broadway; 
Edward A. Mathews, of Heffernan and Mathews, 
1405-1408 Broadway; Joseph Stampfle, Jeffer
son City, Mo.; H. K. Burket, Creston, Ia., now 
at Omaha; Fred Handley, St. Louis, Mo.; 

Edmund Leucken, East St. Louis, Ill.; Anton 
Kron, 2122 North 10th Street, and Michael 

Haughey, 1533 Market Street, St. Louis, were 
all on hand. 

Dr. Dean, superintendent of the city hospital, 
furnished the body for demonstration, and 
while he was visiting the tuberculosis depart
ment we encountered a new patient, whose 

name was Joseph H. Clark. His right pleural 

cavity was greatly distended with pus, and later 
in the day I saw it removed with a large canula, 

a diamond-pointed trocar, and as much as two 
quarts was removed. Dr. Dean told him my 
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business or profession, and my namesake said 
that if I was present with a class at the time of 
his death he desired us to use his body to illus
trate the science of embalming, for which I 

thanked him, and I added that I desired him to 
live many years longer than he then expected . 

Upon our next visit to St. Louis (Dr. Dean had 
been advised of the date) and a week before our 
arrival, my friend Clark died and his body was 
placed in the refrigerator for our use. I remem
ber posting the chest and removing eight and 
one-half pints of pus. The class chipped in and 

gave him a funeral better than he otherwise 

would have had. 
Encouraged with the success of our trip, we 

opened a class in Cincinnati, beginning March 
28, 1883. By this time our reputation had 
grown and we anticipated a fairly good class, 

but not as large as we were greeted with. The 
first man to register was T. M. Legg, of St. 
Mary's, 0., who afterwards went to Detroit, 

Mich. Next in order were: E. L. Hinton, Flem
ingsburg, Ky.; Abraham Oliphant, Deersville, 

O.; Albert H. Grim, Ripley, 0., of L. Grim, Jr., 
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and Co., who sent us at least a half dozen stu

dents afterward; Thomas McCullock, Yellow 

Springs, 0 . ; Michael Walter, Dayton, 0.; Jesse 
T. Hinton, Flemingsburg, Ky., now of 

Holst Bros. & Hinton, Memphis, Tenn.; Frank 
L. Damon, Kenton, 0.; Harry C. Downing, 
Richmond, Ind.; Emil Rathman, Middletown, 
0 . ; F. W. Gerstle, Jr., Cincinnati, 0.; F. B. 
Maertz, Cincinnati, 0.; Wm. Argo, Cleveland, 
0.; George Schroer, Mansfield, 0.; 0. H. Dodds, 

Savannah, 0.; Philip Nagel, Wapakoneta, 0.; 

D. D. Martin and W. A. Mooney, Cincinnati. 

Remembering the encouragement received 
from our first tour of the east, and at the request 
of a number of undertakers, we advertised and 
opened up in Philadelphia, and were greeted by 
Edward J. Lyner, Wilmington, Del.; David A. 
Moore, Jr., Guthrieville, Pa.; Joseph E. Beck, 
Wilmington, Del.; W. T. Heacock, Philadelphia, 

who afterwards succeeded John C. Rulon, 1313 
Vine Street; John R. Knowles, with W. H. 
Moore & Co., Arch Street, Philadelphia; I. T. 
Ryan, Main Street, Manayunk, Philadelphia; 
Horace Whiteman, Ridge Avenue, Roxborough, 
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Philadelphia; Fred W. Brenneman, 310 South 
Center Street, Pottsville, Pa.; Joseph J. Earley, 
E. S. Earley & Son, 1301 Arch Street, Phila
delphia; Frank M. Edgar, also of E. S. Earley & 

Son; Eddie O'Neil, of J.C. Rulon, Philadelphia; 
John H. Turner, Woodstown, N. J.; James P. 
Phillips, II02 Green Street, Philadelphia; and 

John R. Kilmer, Ninth Street, Wilmington, 

Del. 
At this class we had the pleasure of hearing 

B. Frank Kirk, of Germantown, Philadelphia, 
tell of his experience in embalming. He urged 
every member to continue his studies, as the 
art was entirely too deep for anyone to grasp 

and retain it all in one year or ten. 
During a previous visit to Philadelphia we 

were not received by all we called on with much 
or any encouragement. The skeptics after
wards said they did not believe in embalming 
and did not believe it possible, and some were 
unkind enough to ask us to depart and never to 
return. One said he had been swindled once 
before by a wash that would keep the body 

forever; he had paid $25 for the secret, and $25 
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more for five gallons of the fluid. We referred 
him to some who had been practising according 

to our methods, and a few of these names are 
in the list of the Philadelphia class just named. 

In New York, again, we had not hoped for as 
good a class as greeted us, but we had discovered 

two new features that we were glad to tell about 
and told them so. We were delighted with the 
enthusiasm created, and had the names of the 
following: A. L. Huyler, New York City; Wm. 
McClean, New York City; E. J. Carr, Albany, 
N. Y.; Hermann Kopp, New York City; Erwin 

Karl, New York City; W. H. Swift, New York 

City; S. B. Horton, Greenport, L. I.; F. T. 

Davis, Mt. Vernon, N. Y.; F. J. King, Brooklyn, 

N. Y.; Thomas Hughes, Jersey City, N. J.; 
B. J. Malloy and James Malloy, ew York 
City; Abel Hunt, Bangor, Me.; Joseph L. 
Hart, New York City; George T. Davis, New 
Rochelle, N. Y.; James Doyle, Jr., Utica, N. Y.; 
John A. Bennett, Brooklyn, N. Y.; and Edward 
T. Bramman, New York City. 

In the classes thus far, and during the year 
1883, our lectures and demonstrations lasted a 
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week only and we, as did our students, thought 
we were imparting nearly all that was needed to 
successfully keep a body for one or two weeks, 

while at this date [I9rr] four to eight, or twelve 
weeks are required; and the time is not far 

distant when a three months' course will be 
necessary to fit the student to meet the demands 
of the boards of embalming. This will bring 
the science or profession to a point of excellence 
that should meet all the requirements of the 
local, state, and national boards of health. 

If the rules of the various health departments 

were such as to make it obligatory to embalm 

and disinfect every body, and to disinfect the 
apartments of those who die of contagious and 
infectious diseases, and to enforce the strictest 
sanitary precautions, then would the embalming 
profession be held in much higher esteem than 

it is today. I really think it a matter of vital 
importance to conserve the health of our people. 

Before closing this chapter I would like to add 
the names of a few more sessions of the schools 

we held, and possibly make a few comments at 
Boston, and wish to again refer to our most 
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excellen~ friends who had charge of the morgue 
in the western district, J. Tinkham, his son, 
Charles, and able assistant, Fred Briggs, whose 

courtesies in furnishing material for demonstra
tion will not soon be forgotten. Mr. Tinkham 

was one of those sturdy, careful, conservative 
men that want to be convinced of the value 

and certainty of the work, and at this session he 
was fully convinced. Although I prepared the 
body of a child during the previous winter at 
zero temperature, it was placed on a table in the 
third story, with windows open, and the friends 

wanted it put in the ice-box or casket, in addi

tion to the embalming. The ice-box was not 

used, the windows were closed, and the next 

morning the body was frozen hard. Those 
attending this class were: A. C. Fisher, Concord, 
N. H.; E. H . Moore, Enfield, Mass. ; Joseph 
Workerle, of J. P. Cleary & Co., Boston High
lands, Mass. ; Patrick H. Rafferty, Somerville, 

Mass.; Vincent Reade, Bunkerhill District, 
Boston, Mass.; Charles L. McCann, Brockton, 
Mass.; David Ambrose, Meredith, N. H.; C. T. 
Weaver, Haverhill, Mass. ; Patrick Barry, Nashua, 
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N. H.; James A. Athy, Worcester, Ma~s. ; B. F. 
Wells, Littleton, N. H.; F. E. Sessions, Wor

cester, Mass.; George H. Waterman, Boston, 
Mass.; Henry B. Jacobs, Malden, Mass.; George 
A. Hopkins, Milford, Mass.; John M. Wood, 
Milford, Mass.; Charles S. Parker, Andover, 
Mass.; George Nichols, Medford, Mass. 

Just following this, one of the students 
requested that we embalm the body of a beauti

ful young married woman, who had died of 
premature childbirth. I tapped the right 

ventricle of the heart and obtained nearly two 

quarts of blood, and tried the right brachia! 
artery and found it too small to insert the 
smallest arterial tube. I then resorted to the 
right common carotid artery and with difficulty 
inserted the brachia! or middle-sized tube, and 
was nearly one hour in getting in two quarts of 
fluid. The body weighed probably 150 or 160 

pounds. It was in a very wealthy Irish family 

and we were both very anxious for good results. 
The next morning another quart was put into 

. the artery and as much in the cavity. The 
success of this case of embalming made the 
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embalmers many friends, and won them from 

the ice-box. 

Our Chicago class was the smallest in number 

we ever conducted, and at this class was our 

first lady student, Mrs. Susie Marsh, 919 W. 

Madison Street, Chicago; John P. Schumacher, 

Green Bay, Wis.; Louis Patzig, Le Mars, la.; 

J. B. Lanyon, Englewood, Ill. 

Mrs. Marsh being our first lady student, I 

was exceedingly anxious that she should be a 
success and an honor to the profession. The 

circumstances under which this good woman 

labored were very trying. Her husband was an 

invalid and not able to get around to assist her, 

and she hardly had money enough with which 

to buy stock, and then only as she had a call, 

and she needed every favor. The livery company 

furnished her the buggy, and Mr. Coblentz, then 

manager of the Cleveland Burial Case Company, 

let her have the funeral supplies needed. I 

trusted her for tuition, a case of instruments 

and a ten-gallon keg of fluid. Seven years later 

she hc'ld a bank account of nearly $5,000 and 

sold her business for about the same amount. 
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Chapter III 

Student from a Small Town Creates a Distinct Sensation 
at Philadelphia-Other Amusing Incidents, includ

ing Professor Clarke's First Attempt at 
Embalming in Youngstown, Ohio 

0 F the many funny incidents that oc

curred during the early years of my 
experience in teaching the art of em

balming, it would not be amiss if I were to 
relate a few, as I have them jotted down in my 
register at the time they occurred. 

In Philadelphia, during our first visit, a 
student from a small town informed us that he 
had embalmed a number of bodies by pouring 

the fluid down the mouth and covering it with 
ice; that he wanted to get the first whack at a 

dead body, and would raise any and all the 
arteries in less time than it would take to tell it. 
He seemed to take in the lectures during the 

first day. The next morning he said he would go 
home and quit the business, but a laugh from 
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the other members of the class caused him to 
reconsider. But he said it was no use-he had 
seen dead bodies by the hundred during the 
night and they all haunted him so he could not 

sleep. However, he continued and was prompt 
at every lecture, and said he would stick it out, 

but on Saturday morning, when the sheets were 
removed from the bodies he begged to be 
excused a few minutes, and ran for the toilet 
room, and when a committee went to see what 
was the matter they could hear him vomiting 
and groaning as one nearly dead with pain. He 

declared he would never-no never-touch a 

dead man. He finally opened the door and was 
surely a pitiable sight. He was carried out into 
the room and some one gave him a toddy; but 
when he was taken up to the body by main 

force he fainted, and another toddy was admin
istered, which gave him more courage. He 
looked on very reluctantly, and finally took up 

the scalpel and raised the radial artery, while 
the perspiration rolled down his face, and then 

he seemed delighted with his first operation on 
the dead body. This body was finished up in 
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the morning. And there was great rejoicing 

over the many successful operations. In the 
afternoon our hero was first to appear and was 

ready to continue his work, which he did with 

great confidence, and he now said there was 

nothing about a dead body that he was afraid 
of. Later in the day it was suggested that at 
least one body should be "posted." When the 

incision was made from the neck to the pubic 
bone he started for the toilet again, but was 
caught and made to stay and see the operation 

completed-not, however, without one fainting 
spell. Before leaving the hall he said a number 
of times that he had gotten ten times his money's 
worth, and thanked us all for insisting on his 
doing his part of the work, and he produced a 

box of cigars to prove his appreciation. Several 
letters were received from him afterwards, and 

all contained references to his success in embalm

ing, with a note concerning the toilet room and 
his fainting spells. 

I cannot pass the memory of this class without 
mentioning a marriage ceremony performed at 
a cafe, where a goodly number had assembled, 
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on the night of the closing scene of our first 

school in the Quaker City. Most of us had 
partaken of the liquids passed over the bar 
before sitting down for refreshments. There 

were several girls and one young man in attend
ance, to accept the tips and bring fresh pro
visions, mostly at the command of Fred N. 

Troll, of Baltimore, who claimed to be a minister 
of the Gospel-and volunteered to marry a 
red-headed girl to a very light-haired boy, and 
as soon as the repast was over the ceremony was 

performed amid laughs, cheers and more beer. 
The class at Cleveland, Ohio, was without 

any particular incident, and I can only mention 
that of Anton Crone, of Massillon, Ohio, who 

said if he could prevent a body dead of con
sumption from "throwing up" all over the shroud 
or cloths when it had been injected while dressing 

it and getting ready for the casket, he would be 
well paid for his trip. When I told him how to 

use absorbent cotton and plaster of paris, he 
laughed until his store teeth dropped out on the 
floor. His pet greeting for me afterwards was, 
"How are you, old Plaster Paris?" 
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At this class, or a subsequent one, John 

Beckenbach asked Dr. Lukens and myself to 

go and embalm the remains of a woman who 

had died of dropsy and who had been insane for 

seven years. The stockings made or knit to 

order were of immense size--large enough to 

contain limbs many times larger. We placed 

oil-cloth on the cooling-board and tapped the 

limbs with a trocar and allowed the water to 

start flowing, and then tapped the abdomen on 

each lower side, carrying out, I think, three 

buckets of water, and placed the body in a 

smaller room for the night. We did not think 

there was much more water to escape, but the 

next morning the vessels were full, and the 

carpet wet all around the board. The water 

was completely drained off and the body and 

limbs were so much reduced in size that her 

husband had to pull up the cloths and show the 

visitors what the embalming had done and also 

showed the stockings she had worn previous to 

her death. His frequent remark was: "I bet 

you, dot embalming is a good ting." 
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This class consisted of an even dozen-and 

Uncle Thomas Gallagher was one of the number. 
I mention Uncle Tom because of his determina
tion to introduce embalming among his people, 
who were all greatly opposed to any new-fangled 
ideas instead of the ice-box. While on a visit to 

solicit trade in embalming fluid and instruments, 

Uncle Tom had a call to prepare the body of a 

child four or five years old, which was with its 
parents visiting their former home in Cleveland. 
They had resided in Honolulu, H. I., and San 
Francisco, and they were undecided as to where 
or when they would bury. When Uncle Tom 
told them he would embalm the body and they 

could bury when and where they pleased, his 

statement created consternation among some of 

the friends, and for several hours I sat waiting 
in the parlor for instructions to proceed. Finally 

Uncle Tom appeared and said to go ahead, not, 
however, until all the doors were locked and 
secured and the curtains drawn tight. I began 

to get ready to embalm the child and Uncle Tom 

was to watch the windows and doors, and he 
was kept busy answermg questions and pre-
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venting the windows from being broken to see 

what we were doing. They said we were cutting 
the child all up and taking out its entrails. It 
was less than an hour when the work was com
pleted; everything was cleaned up, instruments 

and fluid bottles placed in the cabinet, and then 
the door was opened and the crowd of women 
and children came pouring in. When they were 

shown the body and there was no visible incision 
they wondered what had been done, and would 
not be satisfied, and were finally ushered or 
driven out of the room and the door was locked. 
I learned afterwards that the body was buried 
in Honolulu, nearly four months later. I was 
informed that the question of embalming was 

settled, and that all who could pay for it were 

glad to have it done. 
Our next class at Philadelphia was not so 

successful, consisting of only three people-W. 
W. Hunter, McKeesport, Pa.; George W. Wilson, 
Middletown, Del., and William E. Smith, Dover, 

Del. This was the result of competition on the 

part of L. A. Jeffreys, who then had Prof. A. 
Renouard as instructor for his embalming fluid. 
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So neither had a very good class, but Renouard 
had much the larger crowd. 

The week following we were in New York City, 
and had as pupils H. D. Judd, Charles Lock

wood, George H. Poulson, John H. Doherty and 
John T. Gallagher. At this meeting our old 
friend and former student, Tom Moran, of 
Brooklyn, told the class how he had to cheat his 

people about cutting the abdomen to get the 
fluid in. He said: "I just pulled up the skin at 
the naval, inserted the trocar and squirted the 
cavity full of fluid," and when through he raised 
up the "button" and put in a few stitches and 

asked them to find any hole he had made-but 

he did not show the incision made to inject an 
artery. 

At Boston we had, among others, Charles H. 
Lockhart, a brother of W. L. Lockhart, of East 
Cambridge, Mass. Mr. Lockhart was a great 
friend of the ice-box, and didn't believe any 

other method was as good ; and to prove his 
statement he told me of a man by the name of 
Rogers, from the West, who was selling a fluid, 

and who claimed that all that was necessary was 
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to wash the body with this fluid and it would 
keep as long as desired; price, $5 per gallon, and 
Rogers agreed to come as soon as Mr. Lockhart 
had a body. The body was supplied, a good 
funeral was to be had with a fine casket, and the 

test was made. The body was washed and this 
was to be repeated the next morning, but when 
Rogers appeared the body was twice its normal 
size, and he said he would save it by giving it 
another washing. That day Mr. Lockhart had 
to open it up to let the gases off and put it in 

the ice-box, but could not show it at the time of 

the funeral. Hence his skepticism. Andrew J. 
Rich, of Portland, Me., was also a student at 
this class. I also remember that he had great 
faith in embalming. William A. Taylor, Cam

bridgeport, said: "I am a Doubting Thomas, of 
Bible fame," but he came, stayed all through, 

and concluded the more he studied the lectures 
and the little book the more he was convinced 
of its merits. 

At Cincinnati, in June, John S. Orr, of Youngs
town, Ohio, was in attendance. It will be well 

in this connection, to mention how this veteran 
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nearly caused my death. The complete class 
was as follows: R. L. Turner, Ft. Worth, Tex.; 

Ed. Schwartz, Fremont, Ohio; William Fies, 
Marion, Ohio; Henry Schmidt, Whitehouse, 

Ohio; John Shook, Blumville; T. P. White, New 
Richmond; G. F. Littleton, Yellow Springs; A. 
H. Moorman, Cincinnati; W. J. Behymer, 
Cincinnati; John C. Suber, Fletcher; F. C. 
Daehler, Portsmouth, Ohio, and John S. Orr, 

, Youngstown. I record his name at the head 
and foot of the list, because I have an old grudge 
against him, and I take pleasure in telling him 
of it every time I see him. 

It was on a cold, dreary, rainy, snowy day in 

November when I got off the Erie train and 
walked down to and into his office. He got up 

from behind the stove and gave me the usual 
salutation, and .then he said he had a body out 
at the works of the new railroad, and asked if I 

would go out with his man (this was before his 

son F~ed was old enough to do funeral work) . 
So I took my cabinet, a new one which I was 
carrying to sell by, and which was filled with 
four quart bottles of fluid. We reached the 
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house, a dirty hovel right on the bank of a big 
fill. The woman was lying in a cheap hospital 

coffin, with the thinnest shroud. The hearse 
was then backing up to the door- no one in the 
room but the corpse, a stove, a bed, a few chairs 
and a table with an empty bottle, several pipes 

and tobacco. I began to uncover the sleeve of 
the right arm, and remarked the discoloration, 

which was direct and was the indication of 
putrefaction, and showed that the body should 
be embalmed at once. At this stage of the pro
ceedings a half-dozen or more big, lusty Irish
men came in, and they were greatly incensed 

and angered and threatened vengeance, and 
were getting ready to wreak it on me. I grabbed 
my cabinet, left the house, and saw my only 

escape was between a cut of cars that was 
closing up, and had to run and just got through 

when the cars came together and a crowd was 
after me and my scalp. The speed to get to 
safety could not be lessened, and so on the other 
side of the track I saw a deep embankment of 
fresh clay and mud and down the hill I went; 
also the cabinet. (I had just before leaving my 
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home purchased a new overcoat.) I got myself 
together, with my new cabinet all covered with 

mud and clay and walked to Orr's office to tell 
him of my experience and let the funeral take 
care of itself. When I arrived and began to tell 

Mr. Orr what had happened he began to laugh, 
and I, to make the matter more impressive, gave 

him in detail all the particulars of the first case 
I tried to embalm in Youngstown. I couldn't 
quite understand what caused so very much 
hilarity on the part of my audience, until behind 

me came a reporter for the Youngstown paper. 
John was kind to me, and helped to dry and rub 

the clay from my clothes and cabinet, and he 

mailed me a copy of the paper to New Castle 
the next day. 

I forgot to mention the name of L. T. Christian, 

of Richmond, Va., who was the second one to 
take up the art in the old Confederate capital
Joseph W. Laube, now in a better world, was a 

student from Richmond at Baltimore, and so 
was Prof. Arthur Rooney, from Washington, D. 
C. Prior to Mr. Laube's attendance at Balti
more I embalmed the body of a beautiful young 
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lady, who, with several others, was visiting 
Washington. R. D. Barker was the funeral 

director. The remains were sent to J. W. Laube, 
at Richmond, and a letter with the remains 
stated who embalmed the body and asked for a 
reply as to its condition on its arrival. This 

caused Mr. Laube to attend the Baltimore class. 
In August we again visited Philadelphia, and 

our highly esteemed friend and student of our 
first Philadelphia class-B. Frank Kirk, of 
Germantown-gave the class a very interesting 

talk on the value of embalming, and the duties 
of the funeral director as a gentleman, a citizen 
and neighbor. At this class George T. Barnhill, 
Wilmington, Del. ; James Barnaby, Trenton, N. J. ; 
T. W. Martin, Elizabeth, Pa:; R. J. Ferguson, 

Dover, Del.; A. J. Thompson, Landenburg, Pa.; 
F. B. Markle, Frankford, Pa., and G. W. 

Hannold, Swedesboro, N. J., were also in 
attendance. 

At New York City, Thomas Lawrie, a Scot, 
asked me to visit his home in Brooklyn and 

hear his daughter sing the beautiful ballad, 
"Annie Laurie," and spend the evening. This 
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class consisted of an even dozen, and I never will 
forget Yatie-Yates Van Derwerken-then as
sistant to and son-in-law of David Longworth, · 

Brooklyn. A greater enthusiast we had never 

before met. He proved a good embalmer. Poor 
Van, or Yatie, is among those who have gone 
before. I learn the business is carried on by 
Yates Van Derwerken's sons. Edward Gordon, 
Ninth Avenue, New York City, was one of us; 
S. G. B. Gourlay, GatesAvenue, NewYork, also. 

J. William Snyder was there from Grand Street, 
Brooklyn. I also remember George Lutz, Stagg 

Street, Brooklyn, and John R. Parker, Union 
Avenue, Brooklyn; Chas. Wenner, West Thirty-
seventh Street, New York; S. Langendorf, 
Jersey City; James Strang, Court Street, 
Brooklyn. I also remember the name of a 
favorite "nut"-"Billy" W. Pecan-but he was 

not a hard nut to crack. Billy then lived at 570 
Grand Street, Brooklyn. 

I often wonder if I were to once more visit 

the people whose names I have placed in this 
and former reminiscences would they give me 
a cordial greeting? That is, if I did not ask 
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them to buy any fluid or to loan me a quarter or 

a Jewish half shekel. I believe they would at 

least permit me to enter their doors if not their 
hearts. Those whom I met, after many years, 

in Detroit last September at the National Con

vention, assured me a hearty greeting if I 

would come their way once more. The greatest 

pleasure now of my life is to look back to the 

early days of my visits to the various cities of 

the United States and Canada, and think over 

the many pleasant times I have enjoyed. The 

kind treatment received makes me want to meet 

my pupils again, and while I am living now in 

the past and I could not hope to see things and 

the people the same as I did many years ago, I • 

will always hold the memory of these dear 

friends in my heart. 

[sol 



Chapter IV 

Excitement at the Milwaukee Class over the Discovery 
of Removing Blood from the Right Ventricle of the 

Heart-Playing a "Trick" on a Lady Student 
Who Was Afraid of Dead Bodies-How 

Mrs. Teves Abolished the Ice-Box 

W HEN I wrote you last it was about 
the class in New York City, and 
when I remember now the funny side 

of things that happened so long ago I have to 

lie back in my chair and just laugh. 

Summer was passing and it was mild Septem

ber, about the middle, when Milwaukee was 
reached, and a beautiful, bright, sunny day 
greeted us. It was here where for the first time 
the discovery of removing blood from the right 

ventricle was made. While Dr. Lukens was 
lecturing on anatomy in the hall, I was at the 
rooms or morgue of S. F. Peacock, preparing for 

demonstration the body of a large Swede who 
had been disinterred after being buried five days. 

The remains were somewhat enlarged and began 
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to turn green. I remember taking the measure
ments to reach the heart, and finally was re
warded with a fine flow of blood. I conveyed a 
quart bottle, nearly full, to the class-room and 

showed it to the class telling what I had found. 
The class was adjourned at once and we repaired 

to the scene of the then wonderful discovery, 
where the operation was repeated, and an 
injection of the brachia! artery brought about 
complete capillary circulation. Then came the 
questions, how it was done and how the fluid 
put in the artery could go all over the body and 

come out of the right ventricle of the heart. 

Nie. Weiand, 463 Twenty-first Street, Milwau
kee, said, if for nothing else, all the money it 

cost was paid right there. John J. Hanchett, of 
Sheboygan, said he did not see why that trick 
had not been performed years ago, because he 
had hit that old blood pumper many times and 

did not know but that he had destroyed some

thing. Charlie Truesdell,1 then with R. W. 

Patterson, said it was good enough to keep 

1 Charles L. Truesdell is now conducting what was formerly 
the Johnson School of Embalming at Minneapolis, Minn. 

[ 52 l 



REMINISCENCES OF EARLY EMBALMING 

secret. Bobby Maxwell, then of Ishpeming, was 
delighted, and urged me to write it up and pub
lish it and give it to every student. 

Joseph Gilling, of Benton; Frank D. Kimball, 
of Janesville; John Bedessen, of Appleton; C. S. 

Warren, of Grand Rapids, Wis.; Geo. Murison, 

of Portage; 0. Ness, of Eau Claire; Fred Tillman, 
of La Crosse; 0. F. Reeming and Samuel F. 

Peacock, of Milwaukee, were the remainder of 
this long-to-be-remembered and much enjoyed 
gathering. Mr. Peacock concluded the remarks 
before this class, saying that Beerwaukee was 
one of, if not the, best cities on the lakes. On 

our return home we published a little booklet 
and called it the Appendix, describing this 

method, and mailed it to all who had taken a 
course with us. The replies were many, some 
saying they had practised it for years. I now 
find many of the profession still practising that 
method, and they declare there is none better. 
On our return to Cincinnati we rested a week and 
wrote up the little booklet and got them out. 

Right here we might have advertised this new 
and wonderful discovery and sold the booklet to 
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former students, and added an additional five 

dollars to our tuition, but we preferred to give 

all we could. However, our next circular told of 
this new method and we had J. R. Kennedy, of 
Bellefontaine; Jacob Geitgey, of Wooster (both 

now enjoying tp.e peace of a better world); 
Charles E. Griesmer, of Monroe, now retired; T. 
F. Leake, of Montgomery, Ala.; 0. _G. Davis, of 
Williamsburg, Ind., who, in order to get the 

Indiana embalming law through, condescended 
to allow himself to become a member of the 

State Legislature and fought the good! cause 
until he got it through both houses, and then 

carried it in person to the Governor and had it 
signed ( this is not generally known, and my 

information was not obtained from Mr. Davis, 
but from others who helped him work it); J. H. 
Curtis and T. A. Grass, of Greenville, O.; John 
A. Meyer and Al. A. Smith, the latter with the 

veteran, John P. Epply. 

I wish to mention some peculiarities of the 

opposite sex. A lady accompanied her husband 
to take a course, but being the only lady, wished 
me to give her private lessons, as she did not 
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want to sit in a crowd of men. I assured her 
there would be nothing said or done that would 
be objectionable; that she could sit next to her 
husband and would be protected in the class 
the same as on the street or at her home. She 

asked if she would be required to work on a 
body. I assured her she really would, but I 
could not assure her of a body very recently 
dead or that it would not smell at least a little 
bit; but I did not mention color. She soon 
became very much interested in the lectures 
and was unusually quick in answering the ques

tions put to the class. In the afternoon of the 
day before demonstrations she inquired if she 

might ask a question, to which I replied, "Cer
tainly." "Say, you didn't tell me whether the 

body was male or female, white or black." When 
I told the class that the anatomy of every 
human being was normally alike, whether king, 
queen, prince or pauper, without regard to 
color, she remarked, if the body was·not a white 

one she would not even touch it, much less cut 
on or into it. A wink from her husband rather 
suggested what I might expect. Looking right 
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into her face and walking up to her, I took her 
right hand, continuing my gaze, and mentally 

told her, and afterwards audibly that she would 
not be required to operate on the body until she 

got good and ready, but that we would settle 
that on the morrow. Before leaving the lecture 
room that evening I impressed on her mind that 

before the next day ended she would prove 
herself an excellent embalmer. 

The next morning when the class had assembled 
the lady was last to enter and, with her hand

kerchief to her mouth and nose, declared she 

smelled a very bad odor like that of a dead 
person, whereupon I told her there was no dead 
body in the room at all and did not know there 
would be one. Her countenance changed at 
once and she was very much disappointed. I 
thought there was a good chance to try telepathy, 

or auto-suggestion, and it worked splendidly. 
Over in the corner, behind, was the body covered 

with a sheet, with the proper bandage on. I 

asked her to step up and help me remove the 
covering, still holding her hand, and she obeyed, 
but refused to touch the body. When I began 
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examining the class over the body her answers 

were as correct as any of the others; and when 
one did not answer correctly she gave the correc 
answer. When I got the instruments out, ready 
to begin operations, she declared she would not 

do any cutting, but would look on. I then told 
her she might direct the raising of the arteries 

on the opposite arm, when off came her gloves 
and she began to tell where to locate and what 
tissues covered the brachia! artery. Finally she 

said: "Give me those instruments and I'll show 
you how to get the artery." When she had 
finished and had inserted the tube I went over 
to her and asked her to look me in the eyes, and 
then she burst out into a hearty laugh and said 

I had played a trick on her. And her husband 

said it was a complete victory, and he was glad. 
I always liked to go to Minneapolis, and Mr. 

Williams, manager of the Northwestern Casket 
Co., can tell of a very large gathering of eighty
five or more people who sat down to two long 
tables filled with almost everything good to eat 
and drink, including several wooden vessels with 

spigots in the end which gave forth many tum-
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biers (with handles on) of foamy, light-brown 

liquid to gladden the hearts and quench the 
thirst of those present, who had sat like angels 

to listen to my talk for over three hours on how 
to preserve the dead, and were now busy trying 

to preserve the living, and ample justice was 
done. The lecture following this feast was 
somewhat interrupted, but the next day we 
finished dissections on the bodies furnished for 

the occasion. This gathering was one of great 
interest, and when I have seen Mr. Williams 

and Mr. Johnston, of the Northwestern, or any 
of their travelers, since, we always hav~ had a 
reminiscence over the big crowd and the grand 

good time at their spacious warerooms. 
At our meeting in October, those who took 

the lectures and demonstrations from Minne
apolis were: H. H. Davies, N. F. Warner, F. J. 

Leitz; and from St. Paul: William Dampier and 
P. 0. Halloran; others present were: C. N. Bliss, 
of Howard, Minn., and C. G. Spicer, of St. 

Cloud. As far as I know, N. F. Warner is the 
only one of the above who is not living. It was 
very good pleasure to meet, and I was cordially 
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greeted by, Mr. Davies at Detroit last Septem

ber, when he informed me of the death of his 
very estimable partner, Mr. Hume. One more 

attraction of this beautiful city was my youngest 
brother, T. E. Clarke, who was superintendent 
of the St. P ., M. & 0. Railway, a part of the 
Rock Island system. At this class Mr. Warner 
had a body in his morgue, that of a man who 

had been killed in a railroad accident in a Pull
man car, and he was mangled. This gave us an 

opportunity to demonstrate on a mangled body 

and many stitches were taken and various parts 
were injected hypodermically and arterially. If 

I remember correctly, during our visit to Minne
apolis we lectured and demonstrated at the old 
place of G. F. Warner, and we had the body of 

a young man from Canada who had been caught 
in a be! t in one of the large flour mills. His 
right arm at the shoulder was entirely severed 

from the body, and his left foot was crushed to 

a pulp up to and including the ankle. I remem
ber taking the arm, cleaning it off and, after 
inserting a tube in the axillary artery, I tacked 
the arm to a post and allowed the fluid to gravi-
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tate. Dr. Lukens prepared the foot and ankle 
by absorption and endeavored to ligate such 

vessels as were exposed and then injected the 

exposed axillary artery in the right shoulder. 
We succeeded admirably and, after the leaking 

vessels were secured, we placed the foot back in 
a sock, sewed the arm on and shipped the remains 
to Canada. At this early time of embalming it 
was a great feat, and the papers spoke of the 

work done at Warner's undertaking establish

ment. 
I also remember proving the completeness of 

the circulation. There was a small cut in the 
skin in the forehead covered by the hair, about 
a third of an inch, where the fluid was seen to 

escape, and, after bringing it to the attention of 
the class, it was nicely sewed up. This was 
another evidence of the complete distribution 

of the fluid. 
These were one week schools, as we could not 

get the people to remain away from home longer 
than a week, because, they would say, they 

might lose a call, and all they seemed to want or 
need was the anatomy of the arteries used, and 
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to locate, raise and inject them. This was then 
far in advance of what had been employed, viz., 

the trocar, for injecting the cavities, and mask 
on face saturated with fluid, which was an 
advance, in turn, over pouring the fluid down 
the mouth and using a salt pack on the abdomen. 

Here are the names of our next class: Alfred 
Mills, Chicago; M. J. Leighton, Maple Park; 
Bart. C. Thronsen, Racine, Wis.; Nels Larsen, 

Chicago; Vic. Reinhardt, Terrell, Tex.; Edward 
Meyers, Lake City, Ill., and Charles Chamber
lain, Chicago. Mr. Larsen said they had a lady 

embalmer in his neighborhood who attended 
every funeral she could hear of, and insisted, 
and frequently got the family to consent to her 

using her remover of dark color from the face 
by placing the heel of each foot of the remains 

in a saucer that should contain some alcohol, 
and supplementing this by placing a pervious 
salt pad over the abdomen. He said on one 
occasion the gas was distending the abdomen 
and he told the lady he would have to allow 
the gas to escape, which it did and so did the 
lady embalmer. 
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Ed. D. Keener, the live hustler from Paines

ville, 0., and John Ducro, of Ashtabula, came 
to Cleveland and said if there was any better 
way to keep the dead than belly-punching and 

the ice-box, they wanted to learn it. James W. 
McGorray, Phil. P. Urite, C. Rosekrans and 

C. A. Fish, of Cleveland, and James D. Pease, of 
Dover, 0., also greeted us at Cleveland, and I 
remember Jim McGorray said if any man in the 
class could learn it, he knew he could, and that 

while he had done some embalming, he had had 
some good and some bad results. 

In Cleveland, as in many other large cities, 

wonderful changes have taken place; some of 
the older ones have passed away and the younger 
blood has had to step in and fill the places made 
vacant. Many have been very successful, while 

others have lost out. I remember, in 1883, the 
established firms there said the business was 
being ruined by the recent addition of new ones, 

and that thirty-seven were then seeking a living 

and fortune in the undertaking business. This 
city has increased more and is now the largest 
city in the Buckeye State, with room for several 
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hundred thousand more. The funeral business 
of this city has kept pace with, and is now in 
advance of, any city in the state in the way of 

fine establishments and equipments. I still 

have the very handsome cane presented to me 

by a large class held in the showrooms of the 
local casket company. John I. Nunn made the 
presentation speech, and when he was through 

the cheers helped me to get together my thoughts 
enough to say my little say in reply, not, how

ever, without moistened eyes and a desire to 
hide away for a while so I could regain my voice. 

I have the honor to possess a number of these 
handsome trophies (including a very handsome 
umbrella from Canada), from Memphis, New 

Orleans, Atlanta, Omaha and other places. The 

one from Cleveland I keep for dress parade on 
Sundays. 

I want to say something of the next two 
classes at New York and Newark. This was in 
November, 1883. 

W. F. Bishop, Bridgeport, Conn.-how well I 
remember him! One time, later, he introduced 

me to P. T. Barnum, at the park when the band 
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was playing. Neither of them are on earth now. 

C. W. Mapes, Monroe, N. Y.; Edward Mueller, 

Stonington, Conn. ; Thomas F. Berry, Pawtucket, 

R. I.; L. F. Tice, Brooklyn; Philip Wagner, East 

Ninth Street, New York ; Fred Roemmele, 

Brooklyn, and John H. Teves and his excellent 

wife, Mrs. Teves, of Williamsburg, are others 

who were present. During the summer following 

Mrs. Teves wrote that she had been called to 

embalm the remains of a very large and a very 

wealthy man who had died on July 2 1 the weather 

at its usual temperature-away up. There was 

no ice-box big enough, and Mr. Teves said his 

wife could keep the body without ice; but they 

said the funeral could not be held before the 

5th or 6th. He assured the family that Mrs. 

Teves could embalm the body and keep it, and 

she did; and I don't remember how much blood 

was removed, but two gallons of fluid were 

injected, and at the time of the funeral the 

corpse was as natural as life, and that proved a 

big card for Mrs. John H. Teves and her hus

band, and the art of embalming. 
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If Joseph J. Mullen,1 of Newark, who was 
then (in 1883) manager for his brother, or father, 
Michael A. Mullen, is still on earth and in busi
ness (he would have made a star on the stage), 

I would, indeed, be glad to hear from him or to 

shake his hand and ask him if he remembers the 
man who died of heat prostration or sunstroke. 

We embalmed this man at his place of business, 
• and his temperature just below the diaphragm 

was 104 degrees, and on the breast 98 degrees, 

while the head was 74 to 76 degrees. 
How well do I remember John G. Keyler, of 

Bloomfield, and his son, John D. Keyler, of 

Montclair. Mr. Keyler, Sr., told me if I could 
tell him how to treat a body dead of cancer where 

the nose, right side of upper lip and cheek nearly 
to the eye were eaten away, and how to build up 
these parts and embalm the body, he would 
attend the school. I agreed, and he came, and 

when I described the method I would pursue he 

paid his tuition. In less than a year his man died, 

and he wrote me a letter, stating the facts, and 

1 Mr. Mullen is alive and well at this writing (1917) and 
as genial and entertaining as ever. 
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that he was shipped to Great Barrington, Mass., 
fiv.e days after death. 

Then there was Peter D . Romer,of Orange, who 
had Gen. Hancock's funeral, and he sent over to 

New York and had Ollie Lyons to help out in the 

embalming. Peter M. Mullen-I wonder if he is 
still living? He, at first, was a doubting Thomas, 

but didn't say he was from Missouri when we got 
through with the class. I remember T. J. Callan,• 
too, who was with E. E. Starr; Lewis D . Crans, 
partner of Major Hulfish. It wasn't half as hard 

to convince Crans as it was the Major, but when 
it was proven, he was a friend to the new idea. 

Mention of the names of E. H. Stonaker, 
Newark, and Wallace Graham, with Hiram 

Gould, Paterson, N. J., reminds me of a talk I 
gave to this class on the importance of keeping 

the nerve steady when called on to embalm the 
remains of some very important personage. I 
said that in most such cases the embalming was 

over-done, and the anatomy and cause of death 
might be identically the same as that of a pauper 

in the next block, but both were to be embalmed 
and kept for two wee'ks or more. If in the mind's 
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eye the pauper was the wealthy man, embalm it 

with the same care as you would the pauper. 

That is, don't overdo it; don't use too much 

fluid, especially at one injection; use good 

judgment. 

If this will be read by any or many of those 

whose names I have mentioned, they may know 

that my memory has been refreshed by the notes 

made on the register at the time the lectures were 

given, and that I hope I have not accused any

one wrongfully, but have endeavored to stick 

as close to the truth as my memory will permit; 

and that in looking over this, our first register, 

of 1882-1883, I am taken back many years, and 

these recollections, while attended with a few 

unpleasant things or incidents, were also re

minders of more than enough to over-balance. 



Chapter V 

Pioneer Embalmers of Pittsburgh-An Anomalous Case--
397 Students in Two Years-Conservative but Warm

hearted New England-First Acquaintance with 
Egyptian Mummies-Opinion concerning 

Lady Embalmers - Revisiting Some 
Former Students-Examples of 

Courtesy and Kindness 

T HE greater city of the western part 
of the old Keystone State occurs in 
looking over the names of those who 

came to us to learn the art preservative, 
and this brings back many happy thoughts of 
the days in November, especially when one 
of the days was the anniversary of my ad
mission to light, which occurred on the 28th, 

1840. As already stated, along in the seventies 

a young man by the name of Meyers had learned 
the use of the femoral artery, and in his trav:els 
instructed James Davis, then with John F. 
Wiltsee, of Cincinnati. During this visit to 
Pittsburgh, W. H. Devore claimed to be the first 

I 68 l 



REMINISCENCES OF EARLY EMBALMING 

embalmer in the Smoky City and said that he 
had embalmed a number of soldiers during the 
Civil War. Hudson Samson, in a modest way, 
said he had embalmed a large number of people, 
including soldiers of the Civil War. It is not for 
me to say who was really first. Mr. Devore 
showed me a body which he said had been em

balmed for many years; I don't remember how 
many just now. He also stated that he probably 

knew more about embalming than any teacher 

or doctor. I do know, however, that he did not 
attend our classes. Mr. Samson sent us W. S. 
Smith, who seemed to think he could learn some
thing, and Mr. Samson gave us credit for im
parting many new ideas that were valuable. 

James A. Russell, of Braddock, was eager to learn 
and proved an excellent student. W . A. Monck, 

of Uniontown, was a close listener and said he did 
not believe so much could be learned in so short 
a time. F. C. Beinhauer was a very enthusiastic 

student, grasping the information imparted, in 
his very quiet but determined way, and he has 
been very successful. D. J. Boyle was also a 
student. I do not just now remember where the 
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lectures of this class were conducted, but Mr. 

Beinhauer furnished the body for demonstration 

at some subsequent course in Pittsburgh. 

James Fullerton furnished us the body of a 

man who had fallen from a derrick and was 

caught with a noose around his neck, which had 

stretched to seemingly a very unusual length. 

I remember that J. Henry Long was then an as

sistant to Mr. Fullerton and that he assisted in 

locating and raising the carotid artery, which 

was less than one inch in length instead of 4,½ 

to 5 inches. It would seem as if the stretch

ing of the neck would have elongated the in

nominate artery. While this vessel was very 

abnormal it was natural, and its other branch

the right subclavian-turned downward and its 

course was a little to the right of its natural di

rection. I was anxious to dissect this vessel and 

take it with me for future exhibition, but was 

called away to the other body, and it was sewed 

up and placed in its coffin. This was the first 

very unusual anomaly of this character I had 

ever seen, but I have seen several since and now 
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have nearly all of them in the operating room in 

the college at Sixth and Park Streets, Cincinnati. 

In February, 1884, we made a test of Colum

bus, 0., not knowing whether we could make it 

win, but ~new the capital of the Buckeye State 

was large enough to justify our trying .. We were 

greeted by eight people, including Peter J. 

Faust, of Mansfield, and A. N. Musser, of Lima, 

and the veteran, J.M. Stuart, who had the lead

ing high-class business, and who gave us a room 

in which to lecture and demonstrate. His very 

able assistant, W. H. Baker, while a little doubt

ful of his being able to grasp enough in the limited 

time, proved a good student and embalmer. At 

Mr. Stuart's death, R. E. Jones became his suc

cessor. Being a good mixer and politician, he 

also succeeded in building up a fine business. 

B. B. Anderson, at 15 East Friend Street, and 

Karl Gerber, of Orrville, 0., were in attendance, 

and also E. R. Cook, of Richwood, and Charles 

H. Link, then of L. Link & Son. I remember 

that Charley was quite small for his age, but 

mighty big in his enthusiasm to learn, and said 
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he would stay in the game as long as anyone else 

could or would. 
I cannot recall anything very unusual at this 

class except that each student thought he could 
embalm any body and keep it a long time 
simply because he could raise and inject any 
artery in the body. This confidence is admirable, 

but sometimes causes carelessness, and a partial 
or complete failure is liable to cause embalmers of 

this kind to change their minds, and to wake up 

and find that there was much more to learn than 

they had realized. 
At New York, in March, a good big class greeted 

us and, as my memory serves me, the demon
stration began at 9 a. m. at Bellevue hospital 
morgue. We had two bodies to work on and did 
not finish until late in the afternoon. None of 

us had any lunch, but we had arranged to have a 
dinner all together at Lyon's Cafe, 259 Bowery. 

En route from the morgue we stopped twice to 

take a few more to make the crowd larger, and I 
was induced, with the others, to drink an egg
nog, and not being used to any stimulants, I was 
not in a condition to act as toastmaster in the 
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manner in which I had done before; and, of 

course, they gave me the laugh and said that my 

glass had been loaded. I know I was sick the 

next day (Sunday). 

When we reached Boston, in March, the Cin

cinnati School of Embalming was just two years 

old, and this class brought the number up to 

397 students. We then thought we had in

structed all that would be willing to take in

structions. This was the second good class we 

had there. We loved the grand old New Eng

land city with her butterfly capitol and the 

many good people we had met there. We real

ized that New England was composed of a con

servative but very reliable people. We always 

were greeted with a quiet warmth of good feeling 

that was very lasting, and I would like very much 

to go back to meet these good people once more 

before I retire to a better world, and when I 

look over my register and find the names re

corded in their own handwriting, I wonder if 

they remember me as well as I remember them, 

and would they give me a hearty greeting. 
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How well do I remember the New England 
Association going to the Point au Pines one day 

to take a New England dinner of fish and acces
sories. It was after 2 o'clock in the afternoon 

when we all sat down to a number of tables, and 

what a dinner! It lasted nearly two hours and 
all of us were loaded with dinner (nothing else) 
to such an extent that I remember it yet. That 
dinner was not second to the one we had at the 
Bay at Providence, R. I., during the association 
meeting there. If B. F. Foster should read this, 
he will surely remember how he sat next to me 

and taught me how to eat little neck clams with 

fish and chicken all roasted over hot rocks and 

under sea grass. 
With your permission, I would like to give the 

names of the class on the second anniversary of 
the Cincinnati School of Embalming. They 
were: R. L. McPherson, of Franklin, Mass.; 
Frank E. Smith, Salem, Mass.; Thomas Mc
Murrough, Providence, R. I. I wonder if big

hearted Tom is still living. I could say some

thing of Tom, but I will not do so this time. 

Then there was J. Henry Hartwell, Arlington, 
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Mass.; Henry S. Phillips, Pawtucket, R. I.; 

George W. Drew, of Nantucket, Mass.; Charles 

S. Cushman, Salem, Mass.; John D. Fallon, 

Jamaica Plains, Mass. This reminds me of 

Bernard E. Murray, who came to Cincinnati in 

1882; Albert H. Clarke, Providence, and Charles 

Paige, Franklin Falls, N. H. 

My visits to these good people and their very 

interesting home towns and cities recalls old 

Salem, the home of witches and witchcraft. In 

this sense I desire to remember a line that reads: 

" 'Tis the mind that makes the body rich." 

This is especially true when I look over the pages 

of our register and the close of 1884. I can shut 

my eyes and center my mind on the names (after 

reading them) and almost see the faces of one 

and all, and the interest they took in the work. 

It seems as though I employ mental telepathy 
and talk with them. It is truly living life over, 

and I wonder how many are living and following 

the same occupation as when I first knew them, 

and if the money and time spent with Dr. 

Lukens and myself were well and profitably spent. 

I.;.. especially remember how very conservative, 

[ 75 l 



REMINISCENCES OF EARLY EMBALMING 

not to say doubtful, were some of the New 

England people as to the possibility of preserv

ing the dead without the aid of ice; but when 
the facts were proven and properly demon
strated, no more enthusiastic and successful 
students ever graced our gatherings. 

When we entered Baltimore, we greeted R. W. 
Barker and George P. Zurhorst, of Washington; 

J. Leroy Sutherland, Richmond, Va.; Harry M. 
Mason, Easton, Md., and William Weaver, 
Baltimore. We felt proud of the class. Although 
not large, it was interesting. It was for Mr. 
Barker that I embalmed a young lady, one of a 
party of four or five who had come from Rich
mond, Va., to visit the national capital. The 

case proved a phenomenal success, and was re

ceived by the lamented Joseph W. Laube, who 

said it was the cause of his attendance at our 
lectures and demonstrations later on. Embalm
ing was then considered a very skilful operation 

and none but a physician was deemed capable 
of performing it. I remember meeting a physi
cian who was in some way connected with the 
general government, who had embalmed a few 
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persons, using the femoral artery, which was 
considered the only acceptable artery. 

It was Barker who, I think, escorted me to the 
Smithsonian Institute and introduced me to the 
superintendent in charge as the most skilful and 
expert embalmer of the West, and this was of 

great value, as I was shown everything I desired, 

including a number of Egyptian mummies. 
These were the first I had ever seen and he gave 

me quite a history of the methods employed in 
preparing these mummies. He also showed me 
where the bandages had been removed from a 

part of the body and gave me access to some liter
ature on taxidermy and Egyptian embalming, 
which had been made public in the history of 

Joseph us and other writers of more recent date. 
In April, we returned to Cincinnati and were 

greeted by E. D. Simes, Covington, 0.; Robert 
Twinam, and L. J. Sharp & Co., Chattanooga. 
I will never forget the boy, Bob Twinam, whose 

youthful appearance indicated any but a suc
cessful student and embalmer. But in this case 
Twinam was the brightest, quickest and most 
remarkable memorizer of any in that or most 
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any other class we ever had. It seemed no effort 
for him to memorize any and all parts of the 
lectures, and at demonstrations he was as cool 
and deliberate as one who had handled hundreds 

of bodies. He soon afterwards began the study 
of law, while he was completing his study of the 
arterial system. He was graduated and for 
many years has been one of the most successful 

practitioners of his second calling. I have the 

name of one very dear to my heart to record as a 
student, Arthur T. Wilson, Middletown, 0., 
whose death occurred this winter, and over whose 
remains the most tender and affectionate services 

were held. Had I not been away from home and 
could I have known of it, I surely would have 
traveled many miles to have been present. He 
was nature's nobleman, in everything that went 

to make up the man, husband and father. 
Louis Grim, Jr., Ripley, 0. Mr. Grim has 

sent to the Cincinnati school and college five or 

six of his assistants-brother and son-in-law
and now employs one of our lady students as 

embalmer. Samuel Hindman, Monon, 0.; 

W. D. Jacocks, Cincinnati, and George G. 
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Carl, of Kentucky, finished up the class. Of 

the above, Mr. Grim is the head of the Griesmer

Grim Co., of Hamilton, 0., and doing a splendid 

business. Mr. Jacocks is at the head of the firm, 

the W. D. Jacocks Co., with his son as principal 

assistant, and is located at Walnut Hills, Cin

cinnati. There was present also in this class 

Mrs. Julia N. Thomas, most excellent wife of 

George L. Thomas, past president of the Na

tional Funeral Directors' Association. Mr. 

Thomas' was the second name on our register in 

March, 1882, the first class we ever instructed. 

The time is not very distant when lady em

balmers will be recognized as a necessity to the 

progressive morticians of our country in the 

embalming of ladies and children. On the 

Pacific coast, country and cities, probably more 

lady embalmers are employed than in any other 

part of the United States for the same popula
tion. 

During the last few days of February and the 

first week in March [1910] I made a trip through 

several towns in old Kentucky to visit, shake 

hands and talk over the incidents many years 
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ago, and I first stopped at Cynthiana. The only 
one living was J. W. Smyzer, who had retired; 
his former partner, Mr. Williams, had passed 

over the river to the great beyond. But at Paris 

I found George W. Davis, now 85, and still 
active. In talking matters over, we found it was 

nearly forty years ago since we were first made 
acquainted. It was probably twenty-five years 
ago when he first began embalming with the 

trocar. John T. Hinton, the wealthiest furniture 

dealer and undertaker in this part of Kentucky, 
is still active and can drive as close a bargain as 
he could forty years ago. At Lexington, W. R 
Milward greeted me and said it was good for sore 

eyes to see his tutor in cavity embalming, and 

the only one to teach his son the arterial system. 
Mr. Milward has the most complete and up-to
date establishment in Kentucky, a telephone 
system extending to every department, and in the 
very top floor is a great area for storing, packing 

and shipping household goods. J. H. Weihl, 

aged 84, of J. H. Weihl & Son, recognized me the 

moment I entered the door, although we had 

not met for nearly twenty years. Mr. Weihl is 
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still active and takes care of the office when his 
son, Fred, and assistants are busy. 

At Mt. Sterling, my old friend Lindsay was 
fairly active at 73, but had recently taken a 

partner, a Mr. Rodman. Old Mr. Sutton, also 
retired but active, has turned the business over 

to the Sutton & Eastin Co. My time was so 
limited that I could only make a brief visit and 
I am going back to old Kentucky again. Passing 

through Vincennes early in February, I spent 
an hour with Dexter Gardner & Son, and was 
sorry I could not get to have my usual visit with 

Grandpa E. G. Gardner, whom I have known 

very pleasantly for forty years. Then the firm 

was E.G. Gardner & Sons. His son Dexter was 
the undertaker, and he and I at one time took 
the body of a colored man they were going to give 

a pauper funeral and raised all the arteries on the 
body we could find and gave him enough M. & L. 
fluid to keep him for many a day or for years. 
We kept that a secret for a long while, and 

finally we told the others of the firm of it. In 
those days I had to steal or take any advantage 
and opportunity I could get to elucidate what 
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little I knew of the art. But I kept saying there 
would be a school or college to teach the art in 
its reality. I did not dare to assert that I would 
be the originator until the year 1881, when I 
made up my mind I would make a strong effort 

in that direction, and at that time I tried to get 
some of the more prominent undertakers to join 
me, but none had the time or inclination. I had 
talked with a few physicians of the younger class, 
but none would risk their time and expense. But 

when it had proven a success and I did not need 
them, they were anxious to come in, provided I 
would guarantee them. 

I do not remember of omitting in all my lec

tures to speak of what should constitute an 

undertaker or funeral director and embalmer: 
First, to be a gentleman, kind and courteous with 
habits as correct as would best fit the profession, 

and ever ready and always prompt. A large 
investment in common courtesy will pay a very 

large profit, and the only cost is the effort. Never 
misrepresent; rather give more than you promise 

than less. The truth under all conditions pays 
the best. If you are the receiving undertaker, 
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do not say the shipping one of the profession 

overcharged, or the body was not in as good con
dition as if you had done the work, but say, if 
the body was not in good condition, that, per
haps, there was not time enough, or that some 

conditions existed over which the shipper had no 
control. I remember once, on my return from 

the coast, a body was put off the train at El 
Paso because it was smelling very badly. The 

parties were poor and the lady who accompanied 
the body (it was that of her husband) was heart 
stricken because she did not have the money to 
pay for embalming, and was only able to buy a 
very cheap coffin and box at the starting point. 

She had been told by the undertaker that the 

body would go through without embalming on 

the return ticket. The train was delayed 24 

hours on the desert; hence the cause of the bad 
condition of the remains. I told the lady I would 
stop off and see that the body was properly em
balmed and sent on the next train. The under
taker I called was a former student from Dayton, 
0., and we took the body to his place of business 
and prepared it by a thorough arterial injection. 
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We made up a purse to pay the lady's hotel bill 

and I accompanied the body the next day as far 

as San Antonio. The courtesy of the undertaker 
was made known to the people of the city of 
El Paso, and his business began to grow, and 
until his death last year from consumption he 
had become very prosperous. 

I know of, and can tell again, where the re
ceiving undertaker, who had never charged over 

ten dollars for embalming, upon receiving a body 
from the West and finding that the charges were 
$50 for embalming, told the friends that the 
price was not excessive for the long distance it 
had to travel and the excellent condition of the 

body would justify the payment of the bill. 
I wish to mention another case of embalming 

in southern California. The embalmer was re

quired to take his cabinet and fluid and go to near 

the top of the mountains, embalm the body of a 

young man, strap him upon a burro, and it took 
nearly ten hours to get to his place of business, 
which trip consumed two nights and three days. 
The remains were to be shipped in as good a 
casket as could be had, and five days after the 
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body was brought from the mountains it was in a 
splendid state of preservation. This occurred 
about sixteen years ago. There was no question 

about the price and the funeral director said he 

was made a present of two hundred dollars more 
than his bill-this for excellent services. Then, 

can we not all show a certain amount of cour
tesy? If we are not paid for it in a direct man
ner, it will be a great satisfaction to know that 
we have at least one time in our life made some
one else happy, even if it has cost an effort and, 

perhaps, a little money. "It is the mind properly 

directed that makes the body rich." 
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Chapter VI 

A Student of Varied Experience--Nobleman in Potter's 
Field-Embalming with "Hot Air"-The First 

Colored Student-E. M. Teeple's Suc-
cess-Other Interesting Incidents 

IN my previous chapters I did not men
tion one, William D. Alverson, of Rich

mond, Ky., who was a student at Cin

cinnati, June, 1884. I presume no one stu
dent has had a more varied experience than 
Mr. Alverson-he seemed to grasp and take 

in the anatomy of the circulatory system, and 
became familiar with every vessel then used, 
viz., the carotid, femoral, brachia! and radial 

arteries. The only method then used for re

moving the blood was the right ventricle and 

right auricle of the heart by use of the trocar. 
It was Alverson who was called from New Or
leans to Cordele, Ga., to prepare the body of a 
doctor whose request was to be placed in a 
metallic casket and kept in the house as long as 
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the widow remained a widow. I do not remem
ber how long the doctor in the casket remained a 
resident of the parlor, but the widow married 
again after the doctor had been placed under 

ground. If a very difficult case of embalming 
was to be done in New Orleans, Alverson was 
generally called, and he always got there, and the 

results were satisfactory. 
In 1908 a gentleman called at my office and, 

with his usual bland smile, stuck out his hand 
and said, "Professor, how are you?" After a 

few glances I knew it was Bill Alverson. He told 
me where he was traveling. I think he said over 

a territory embracing twenty states. In San 

Diego, Cal., I was entering an undertaker's 

establishment and was followed by a man who 
said he was Bill Alverson; that his second wife 

and he were living there when they were not 
both on the road together selling hardware. To 
say that our stay at Coronado Beach for two 
weeks with Alverson and his charming wife was 
pleasant would be to put it mildly. His wife, 

arriving in this country via New Orleans, wear
ing wooden shoes, could not speak a word of 
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English, but is now one of the cutest, versatile 
and winsome little women, and the most inter
esting talker and entertainer we met in our en
tire trip of the nine months' tour. 

One case of embalming in Dexter Samson's 
establishment at Los Angeles is probably worthy 

of note. A German nobleman who, it seems, had 
married out of his circle and was dismissed from 
royal favor, came to California and was pro
fessor of languages for many years. Now he had 
died at the hospital, and, of course, Samson 
thought he would get a first-class funeral for 

shipment to the old country. A night cable was 

sent, with no reply. This was followed up with a 

series of letters from the baron's friends, all to 
no purpose, and he was finally planted in the 

Potter's field five weeks after death. I witnessed 
a number of cases of embalming. One em
balmer made it a habit to open every body just 
before shipment and remove all the abdominal 
viscera. He said this was to prevent any possi
bility of putrefaction setting in. 

I write this item (during 1910) on my third 

visit to the Pacific Coast, because it was in the 
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city of Los Angeles, during the winter of 1890 

and 1891, that I conducted my first school west 

of the Rocky Mountains. I met a few of my for

mer students and a few have passed to the great 

beyond or have retired from the business. I will 

later on give more details of my first and second 

visit to the Pacific Coast. 

I wish to append a certificate of recommenda

tion gotten up by the man whose name appears 

at the head of the list: 

Cincinnati, April 29, 1882. 

Certificate of Recommendation. 

We, the undersigned members of the April 

class of the Cincinnati School of Embalming, 

most cheerfully testify to the very efficient mode 

of teaching, training and illustrating the art 

of embalming, and wish to show our high appre

ciation of the same, and cheerfully recommend 

the school to all members of the profession seek

ing knowledge in this direction. 

The mode of illustrating the arterial and 

venous circulation on the cadaver, enables every 
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student to become proficient in the art of ar

terial embalming : 
Bernard E. Murray, Boston, Mass. 
A. P . Burton, Erie, Pa. 
Will P. Niman, Mansfield, 0. 

S. L. Hamilton, Princeton, Ind. 

J. Birkenkamp, Toledo, 0. 
G. M. Schambs, Mansfield, 0. 
G. R. Goodwin, Liberty Center, 0 . 
B. N. Lindsey, Steubenville, 0. 

J. C. Peltier, Fort Wayne, Ind . 
Jno. P. Epply, Cincinnati, 0. 
Alex. McEwin, Frankfort, Ky. 

J.B. Schildt, Louisville, Ky. 
This recommendation was published in the 

various trade pa'.pers and was of great value to 

us in inducing others to attend, and this brings 
me to our next class, held in Columbus, 0., and 
ending September 18, 1885. It consisted of 
I. M. Price, Sunbury, 0.; J. E. Zimmerman, 
Smithville, 0.; Geo. W. Brenholtz, Zanesville, 
0.; E. R. Cook, Richwood, 0.; Matt. H. 
Stockton, Richmond, Ky.; W. N. Van Nuys and 

J. T. Campbell, Galion, 0. 
! 90 l 



REMINISCENCES OF EARLY EMBALMING 

While in California, it was my pleasure to meet 

Mr. Van Nuys, who is of the firm of Reynolds & 

Van Nuys, Pasadena. They have one of the 
finest establishments in that Millionaires' Para
dise. J. T. Campbell has passed away, but the 
others, as far as I know, are still in business. I 
remember an incident in which I was the victim, 
when Mr. Brenholtz asked me if I remembered 
embalming a body for his brother Charlie and 
using the fluid from a jug. After (as was sup
posed) the body was thoroughly embalmed, we 
found that the pump (an old metal one) had 
neither pumped fluid nor air, while I was telling 
him how the fluid was coursing its way through 

the entire body and would keep it for a week or 
more; and the very warm weather of June 

caused a hasty funeral of a very badly swollen 

and smelling body the second day after embalm
ing. A few days after the funeral, on examining 
the jug, they found the vessel was just as full of 
fluid as when it was taken to the house. This 
was in June, 1881, and every time I visited Zanes
ville afterwards, Charlie told all he could gather 
around him that I had introduced a new method 
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of embalming with hot air. I remember the elder 

Brenholtz when it was L. Brenholtz & Son, from 

1873 to 1880. 
From Columbus we went to Chicago, where we 

anticipated a good, big, enthusiastic class that 

would fill our pockets with the needful. We were 

welcomed by J. F. Woodring, Waverly, Ia.; 

I. W. Bartak, Traverse City, Mich.; W. T. 

Smith, Evansville, Wis. When Mr. Bartak had 

registered, I asked him if there were any more 

bars-to-take over in Michigan. He said there 

were bars over in Traverse Bay that would hold a 

boat when the boat was loaded with men and 

liquids from the bar. It was a delightful class, 

as the footnotes on the old register indicate. On 

our way home we had dated the Hoosier capital 

for December 18, 1885, and again our fondest 

hopes for a large class were reduced to a frazzle of 

four. L. A. Jennings, New Castle, sent M. L. 

Hennigh to bring home a diploma or lose his job 

as undertaker and embalmer. Then there was 

D. McDonald, from Edinburg, Ind . I knew that 

McDonald made a good embalmer, but too go~d 

to others for his own good. Daniel Wurth, Jr., 
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of Falmouth, Ind., said if he could "yust an 
artery raise and inyect and keeb der body for 
tree or four days" his father would be glad. 

Little George W. Kendall, with Flanner & 

Hommown, Indianapolis, was industrious, ener
getic and ambitious to become an embalmer. He 
was an orphan and without education. I saw 
George later in St. Louis with Lynch & Son. He 
was later on the road for the Mills & Lacy Co. 
He finally went to California and died. 

We thought best to give the people a rest and 

then took January, 1886, to conjure up another 

test. We opened in Cincinnati on February 9, 
with Nicholas Benner, of Seybold & Benner, 

Hamilton, 0.; Wm. Betts, of M. Betts & Son, 
Newport, Ky.; W. B. Smith, with L. Grim, Jr. 
& Bro., Ripley, 0. Next, we again tried old 
Kentucky, and opened up at Louisville, February 

18. Horace W. Miller, of Owensboro, Ky., sent 
B. A. Evans. Although now known as uncle, 
Horace did not believe there was much in em
balming, and it was a very uncertain quantity. 

Yet Mr. Evans did learn it; did employ it; did 
create a demand for it, and did make a success of 
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it; and the work paid Mr. Miller the biggest per 

cent. profit of any part of his business. 

Henry Bosse, of Bosse Bros., Louisville, was 

then an active and practical member of the pro

fession, until his son Henry became active, and 

in a short time took entire charge of the business; 

relieving his father and uncle of much of the 

work. At the death of his father, Henry, Jr., 

became sole owner of the business he had so 

successfully managed . 

William Watson, of Louisville, was the first 

colored student, and he proved a good one and 

sent us several others afterwards. He was then 

employed by a colored woman as manager o 

the business which he afterwards bought out. 

At his death, from consumption, he had accumu

lated considerable property, and his wife, after 

a year, was married again to a man from Chi

cago. W. S. Schrader, of New Albany, was then 

and has since proved an adept student of em

balming. W. L. Crum, a former student, of 

Beardstown, Ky., and L. D. Pearson, Jr., were 

also in attendance at this class. 
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During March, April and until May 15, I was 

traveling, selling Clarke's fragrant antiseptic, 

getting better acquainted with the trade, and 

working up the interest of the Cincinnati School 

of Embalming; also doing embalming for any

one whom I could induce to have it done, and by 

so doing I would get an order for fluid. In the 

meantime, Dr. Lukens was attending to his prac

tice. We had advertised a class for Louisville, 

Ky., beginning May 15, and the first to sign our 

register was C. M. Miller, Louisville, who, in his 

quiet way, said he wanted to get away from the 

ice-box. Then a plain, matter-of-fact but very 

earnest man whom I will never forget, and I 

have seen him a number of times since, was W. 

Hollis, of Pembroke, Ky., who said if I would 

give him a little special attention he hoped to 

become an embalmer. A more enthusiastic stu

dent I have yet to come in contact with. It has 

been my good fortune to meet Professor Hollis at 

Louisville, Nashville and at Chattanooga, and 

he dated his success from the time he came to 

Louisville. Gronies Nicholson, Manchester, 0., 

was there, and it has been my pleasure to in-
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struct every embalmer that has transacted the 
undertaking business in that city. 

Thomas H. Wood, Murfreesboro, Tenn., gen

erous, good-natured Tom, asked me how to get 
his people to let him embalm their dead, and I 
said I would give the information to the entire 
class; and when I had finished he said that talk 

was worth the entire tuition. I have seen Tom 
several times since, and the last time he was 

on the road for some supply house and he said 
that his knowledge of embalming would get him 
an order very often. 

John J. Ross, Jeffersonville, Ind., did not re
main in the business very long, but M. G. Brown, 
of Richmond, Ky., proved a good one for many 
years, but now is out entirely, as I learned when 

visiting that city a few weeks ago. 
H. C. Howard, Ghent, Ky., whom I had visited 

several times in the interest of the Cincinnati 

Coffin Co., was a cigarmaker, cabinet-maker and 
undertaker, and I remember embalming a body 
for him that set the people to thinking; and he, 

too, was surprised and delighted. Howard was 
a student at this class, and said his people wanted 
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embalming done. Geo. W. Jackson, then head 
man for the late John C. King, waited a long 
time to take it up and never gave in that embalm
ing was any better than the ice-box. 

John J. Barrett, Louisville, Ky., who boasted 
of being the only Irish-Catholic who was a rank 
Republican, said if the embalming could be in
troduced to his people he could and would do it; 
and he surely did. Joseph Bosse, of Green Street, 
Louisville, and brother of Henry Bosse & Bro., 
was very slow in grasping the lectures, but was a 

good operator. Robert T. Smith, Mt. Sterling, 

Ky., was very successful in introducing the new 
method of preserving the dead to his people. 

W. H. Stagner, undertaker and traveling man, 

of Auburn, Ky., wished his certificate made out 
A. F. C., F. D. E., which should have read Angel 
of Funeral Commerce. E. M. Teeple, Charles
town, Ind., as awkward and clumsy-looking a 

man as the class could afford, could just write 
his name, but could not read a word of print or 
writing. He was a close listener and attentive 

student, and when I began to present the ques
tions as to the lecture, all were surprised and de-
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lighted to find how well he understood and an

swered. In a private conversation he showed 
me a photograph of a hearse he had built, ironed 
and painted. The picture was made, he told me, 
from a cut or drawing. When it came to demon
strations Mr. Teeple was the closest observer, 

and asked me not to have him operate until he 
had seen others. When he said he was ready to 

raise an artery, and when I placed the instru
ments in his big, clumsy hands, all eyes were 
directed to him, and I did not say a word until 
he had finished, and then called the class to wit
ness the nicest and neatest operation that had 
been made. It was then, and not until then, a 
smile crept over Teeple's face, and he really 

laughed. I had to take him by the hand and 

gave him a hearty shake and complimented him 

as being the best operator, and also said he had 
answered his questions the best of anyone in the 
class. 

On February 23, 1886, we opened at Nash
ville, Tenn., and the first one to register was 
J. B. Laughlin, Huntsville, Ala., and at the first 
opportunity I asked him about Spotswood's drug 
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store, where my command had wintered. I had 
the drug store as headquarters for Sutter's sup

plies, and he told me of acting as messenger and 
orderly for the Yankee officers during the Civil 
War. I have visited Huntsville in recent years, 
and his son, on his wedding tour, stopped two 
weeks in Cincinnati and took a course in em
balming. The son and his most excellent wife 
occupy the old homestead. Capt. George Billow, 
of Akron, 0., a cabinet-maker, while in the 

service helped Mr. Laughlin make boxes and 

coffins and assisted in funerals. They also or
ganized a lodge of Masons, and people of both 

North and South attended and conferred the 
degrees. J. T. Oakes, Pulaski, Tenn., was also a 

member of the class, and John A. Oakes, with 
Mr. Barr, Columbia, Tenn., was present. Mr. 
Barr afterwards told me he had buried a young 
Englishman. After embalming the body he 

thought it would be nothing but a cheap funeral, 
but seven or eight weeks later the remains were 
disinterred, re-embalmed, placed in a fine 
metallic casket and shipped to England. This 
on account of having learned how to embalm. 
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R. E. Hopper, Jackson, Tenn. ; J. W. Gillespie, 
of L. J. S)larp & Co., Chattanooga, Tenn.; J. T . 
Chadwell, Nashville, and J.M. Pulliam, both of 
the firm of Litton & Pulliam; J. F. Robinson, 
W. L. King, Fred D . Grass, Wm. S. Cook, M. 

S. Combs, Jr., Joe C. Combs, all with M. S. 
Combs & Co., Nashville, Tenn . It was at this 

class that our subject for demonstration was a 
small-sized colored man who had in his left 
vest-pocket a rabbit's foot taken from the left 
hind leg and captured in a cemetery at midnight. 
This valuable trophy was to keep off hoodoos 

and all kinds of diseases. But little Davy died, 
and after operating to our entire satisfaction, we 

opened him and his liver weighed 85 ounces. I 
kept the rabbit's foot until I was at Providence, 
R. I., and was showing it to the class, and every
body wanted it. I think Tom McMurrough 
finally got possession of it. At least, I never saw 
it afterwards. The most noted member of our 
Nashville class is Bill Cook. It was he who 
finally engineered the embalming law through 
and who was the association's first secretary, and 

with but the exception of one term has been its 
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secretary ever since. Bill is Tennessee's hustler; 

has always and will continue to be head assistant 
to M. S. Combs & Co. Since the senior Combs' 
retirement, M. S. Combs, Jr., and Bill are the 
mainstays of this house. 

Our first visit to the Bay City of the South was 
on March 2, 18861 when Col. P. I. Alba was at his 
height as livery man and undertaker in Mobile. 
The old colonel always wanted to be recognized 
as the man in the business. He furnished the 

body for us and demonstrations were at his 
place of business. T. T. Roche, of McKay & 
Roche, was also a member of the class, and it was 
Colonel Roche who induced us to come to Mo
bile. It was due to the untiring efforts of 

Colonel Roche that the Alabama law was en
acted. P. F. McKay, son of the senior, was also 
a member. William V. Berojon and his assistant, 

George H. Duffie, were in attendance; also 
Milton P. Crow, of Chandler & Crow, Mont
gomery, Ala. While Mr. Crow has been unfor

tunate with his partnership relations, he was and 

is now the recognized embalmer of the capital 
city of the state. Edward Erswell, of Birming-
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ham, was the last man to sign the register. The 
history of E. Erswell, when he first struck Bir
mingham in the show business and became 
stranded, was probably the best event of his life. 
Being a cabinet-maker, he was given several 

valuable lots if he would start a furniture factory 

and store. The town soon began to grow and his 
property made him rich. His business was 
burned out, and no insurance, which crippled him 

for a while; but he bobbed up again, and with 
his rentals and his cemetery, he is at a late date in 
life a well-to-do man. 

I 102 l 



Chapter VII 

Competition and Low Tuition Fee Packs Class-room at 
Syracuse-A Record-breaker at Boston-Many 

Pleasant Incidents and Recollections-A 
Case of Small Arteries Which Made 

Embalming Difficult 

)\ T Syracuse, N. Y., June 18, 19, 20, 1885, 

.rt_ we had the largest class ever conducted 

inNewYorkState, but this was possibly 

on account of the price of $10, due to the 

competition there for students to sell goods. 

The lectures were conducted in the medical col

lege following the close of the spring course, and 

the hours were from 9 a. m. to 12 m., and from 

1 :30 to 5 :30 p. m., and my notes say that with 

one or two exceptions everyone was in his seat 

on the minute. The John Marsellus Co. aided 

very materially in securing the large number. 

The first to register was D . C. Bronson, Great 

Bend, N. Y. Then came C. E. Batchelder, Pots

dam; Wm. M. Green, Hermon; J. McGuire, 
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Mexico; D. W. Shaw, Weedsport; E. Home!, 
Port Byron; G. J. Home!, Port Byron; James 
Cole, Fulton; E. F. Lincoln, Syracuse; T. H. 
Dakin, Parish; W. L. Earle, Tully; George C. 
Lynn, Fair Haven; J. 0. Frost, Candor; W. H. 

Sanderson, Seneca Falls; J. M. Orton, Rome; 
Albert Cary, Norwich; J. B. Pierson, Union 
Springs; M. Mullin, Auburn; G. Traub, Central 
Square; T. C. Wenz, Syracuse; L. Lawrence, 

Canton; N. D. Howard, Jordan; A. K. Hoyt, 
Syracuse; H.P. Manley, Potsdam; J. R. Serviss, 
Brandon; D. G. Mulford, Binghamton; J. H. 

Cornell, Syracuse; James G. Williams, Syracuse; 
A. L. Thompson, with A. W. Mudge, Rochester; 
F. W. Traugott, Syracuse; George Rauch, Syra

cuse; R. W. Box, Pulaski; H. A. Tozer, Little 

Falls; M. F. Rodgers, Frankfort; Chas. Schiffer, 
St. Johnsville; M. Rauch, Syracuse; Jno. C. 
Fancher, Little Utica; R. C. Longworthy, Adams 
Center; A. D. Morton, Eaton; Wm. W. Ray, 
Hamilton; A. W. Mudge, Rochester; all of New 
York State, and H. E. Metcalf, Mansfield, Pa. 

I remember the . enthusiasm of the Syracuse 
class and the hearty interest taken by all in the 
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lectures and demonstrations. I also remember 
of not preparing or writing a certificate for one 
Mr. ---, who had not paid his tuition, yet 

claimed he had. The book was not marked 
"paid" in front of his name and I have never 

sent it to him, although he is still in business and 
has a high rating. 

At Utica, N. Y., the class was not as large, but 

on June 22 we opened up our first lectures in 
that very beautiful and industrious city. The 
lectures were held in the parlors of D. C. Whitten 

& Co., and those who registered were: M. Tur
nock and H. Turnock, Clinton, N. Y.; Benjamin 
L. Douglass, Irvin D. Sink, with D. C. Whitten & 
Co.; James C. Lattaway, Ilion, N. Y.; Wm. B. 
Howell, Herkimer; D. C. Whitten, Joseph B. 

Nelbach, P. J. O'Reilly and John T. Garvey, 
Utica, and J. B. Whitten, Whitestown, N. Y. 

One incident occurred here that I find in the 
record. Mr. O'Reilly was called to lay out an_d 
embalm a young lady and forgot to take any 

instruments except the pump, or syringe, and 

tubes. My pocket-knife was brought into use, 
and Mr. O'Reilly used his lead pencil to dissect 
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the tissues and open the artery. We got there 

and gave full arterial embalming. While I was 
in Los Angeles I heard, through Dexter Samson, 
that one of our old friends was permanently 
located there and he was from Utica, N. Y., and 

I guessed D. C. Whitten. I immediately called 
up Mr. Whitten upon the 'phone and had quite 
a pleasant talk and afterwards had a very pleas

ant visit at his beautiful home, and promised to 
call again, but there are so many places to go, and 
so many to see in Los Angeles, that I did not get 
to see him afterwards. His sister is Mrs. Baker, 
formerly of Richmond, Ind., whose husband was 
an undertaker there at one time, but who has 

since died. 
I remember Mr. Nelbach was after this date 

founder of the Utica Burial Case Co., and was 

very successful. Mr. O'Reilly was an ardent 
association member, and was made president of 
the New York State Association. I shall always 
have a warm spot in my heart for Utica and its 
undertakers, and I wish I could once more get 
off the train and visit those who remain. But 

the changes that have taken place would cast 
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a gloom over me, and I think I will remember it 
as when I last knew it. 

From Utica I went to New York City, and 
took the Fall River Line to old Boston. There 

was always something very fascinating about the 
trip from New York to Boston, via the Fall 

River Line, and on the last two trips, when my 
family and two young lady friends made the 
voyage, a high sea prevailed, and many were sea
sick and had to go to the staterooms. But I 
love and enjoy a high sea and rarely ever get 
upset. 

The class at Boston included T. H. Spooner, 

of Barre, Mass.; Charles H. Faunce, Great 
Falls, N. H.; Wm. A. Wright, Ayer, Mass.; 

James H. Edgerly, Rochester, N. H.; C. W. 
Burks, Natick, Mass.; E. H. Morgan, with Peak 
Bros., Boston, and Lawrence Reade, Woburn, 
with his large, bold handwriting, who said he 
guessed he would have to follow the gang and 

take up the new methods. His Irish wit was 
always ready for any emergency. B. A. Tripp 
and C. E. Tripp were also there from Woburn; 

John H. Glidden, of Dover, N. H., was there 
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with all the interest possessed in the sturdy 
people of old New Hampshire. My wife is a 
descendant of the Vermont and New Hamp
shire mountaineers, and we expect to visit those 
who are left of the Howe, Porter and Dewey 
families. I like to write of these grand, good 

people who have to work and economize to lay 

by a few hundreds a year, but who are among the 
happiest people on earth. 

From a view of the map, one would hardly 
think there are as many undertakers (funeral 
directors, if you please) in the little state of 

Rhode Island, but it is one of the nicest places to 
get clambakes and fish dinners, and commence 
with a lot of real, genuine, true blue Yankees 

and have a good time. The first man to put down 
his "John Hancock" in the city of Providence was 

arranged for us by Albert Clark, who doesn't 
use the "e"-he of John Clark & Co., now the 
Clark Manufacturing Co. John Clark showed 
me some of his violins, which he made for pas
time, and if I were a judge of musical merchan

dise and could play one, I would have invested. 
E. M. Anthony, of Jewett City, was the first 
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name to grace the head of this school in Provi
dence, and then we had James N. Richmond, 

Hope Valley; James Berry, Pawtucket; A. 
Herbert Arnold, Phenix; W. H. O'Neill, Paw

tucket; John J. Coutanche, Providence; John 
McCusker, Central Falls; Thomas J. Crane, 
of the same city; Harry A. Hall, Fall River, 

Mass.; Thomas McCabe, Providence; George 
W. Simmons and James W. Bullock, Bristol; 
Owen W. Bates, Oneco, Conn.; Allison A. Sta
ples and Arnold Staples, Smithfield; John H. 

Welch and James H. Hudson, Providence; A. 

Gilbert, Woonsocket; Henry J. Boyce, Charles 
W. Hart, F. Mulholland, J. P. Luther, Metes & 

Luther; T. J. Monahan, Daniel Gorman and 
Everett R. Osgood, Providence; Byron Read, 
Anthony; M. J. Conway, Warren; William 
Connelly and Charles E. Barber, Providence; 

Henry Waring, Fall River, Mass.; D. W. Wood, 
Fall River, Mass.; Wm. McCanna, Pascoag; 

Wm. R. Waterman, Woonsocket; H. B. Genilt, 
Westerly. 

It is a happy thought to look back to and 
think of the clambakes on Narragansett Bay. 
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It was here that I learned to eat the clam, and 
Benjamin Franklin Foster, of Milford, N. H., 

was my very able tutor in showing me how to 

enjoy these delicious growths of the sand of the 
sea. They handed them to us in a fourth-bushel 
measure, commonly called a peck measure. Ben 
said, "Just open the shell, catch him by the little 
black tail, dip him into butter and let him slide 
down." But unfortunately for me, I let too 
many slide down and not long after many of 

them walked or slid out. 
During the week of July 6, 7, 8, 1885, we 

opened up in the great metropolis of America, 

New York City, and James H. Sexton, Asbury 
Park, N. J., was a member of this class. We 
knew there were no mosquitoes on Sexton if he 

did come from Jersey. It was my pleasure to 
meet Mr. Sexton at Detroit in September, 19m, 

at the National Convention, and I was delighted 
to see him and many more of the Eastern people. 

He gave me a pressing invitation to meet him 

again on the Jersey coast in 19u. Other mem
bers of the class were: Owen Leonard, I 30 

Greenwich Street, New York City; Charles 
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Walker, Bridge Street, Brooklyn; James T. 

Reed, 93 Allen Street, New York; G. McMahon, 
Brooklyn; Walter L. Day, of Chas. J. Day, 
West Twelfth Street; R. B. Mount, Red Bank, 

N. J.; F. C. Britting, with J. W. Lyon, I25th 
Street, New York; P. Charles Murphy, 49 
Madison Street, New York; John Crystal, 20th 

Street, New York, and Charles J. Day, West 
Twelfth Street, New York. 

I remember my first impression of Charles J. 
Day, and expected a very austere man, whom I 
feared I could not get close to, but he proved one 
of the pleasantest men I could hope to meet. 
He wanted to understand the nature of the 
circulation-how the fluid would reach every 
part of the body after death had occurred, using 

any of the arteries. This was, indeed, a very 
pleasant class to instruct, and everything went 

on nicely until we got to the morgue; there we 
found we would have to wait a few hours; but 
when we were ushered into the presence of the 
subject we found a good one. 

For the next week's work we were in Brook
lyn again, and the strong opposition to embalm
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ing was losing out, and those who once opposed 
the new method were taking to it and were glad 

to get rid of the cumbersome ice-box. It was a 
pleasure to meet as first man Elmer E. Runyon, 

of Plainfield, N. J.; then Herbert Wyckoff, 
of J. C. Ruhelke, Brooklyn; John Glinnen, 
Brooklyn; Ewance A. Copeland, Thirty-fifth 
Street, New York; Thomas Hand, Broadway, 
New York; William A. Thompson, Fulton 
Street; G. W.W. Chapman, Brooklyn; Thomas 

J. McCann, Brooklyn; James Marfing, Brook
lyn; Alex Linen, South First Street, Brooklyn; 

A. Lewis, DeKalb Avenue, Brooklyn; Eugene 
Sammis, Brooklyn; J. B. O'Connor, Hooper 
Street, Brooklyn, and William L. Murray, South 
Second Street, Brooklyn. 

To really interest some people you must give 
them a free show, and only give them enough 

to insure something very much better farther on, 
and they are then willing to pay for it. This was 

the case in the following class, but it was pro

ductive of good. There were conceited egotists 
then, and the egotists are present now. In fact, 
conceit is necessary if it doesn't prove too much 
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so. Everyone should place a value on himself; 

he is estimated by others as he estimates himself, 
but he should be able to back up this conceit with 

the goods, and be able to deliver them. Nothing 
succeeds like success. P. T. Barnum once said 
he attributed his success in the show business to 
two short lines that read: "Tickle the people till 
you make them grin; the more you tickle the 
more you'll win." Please the people whom you 
serve, give them a little more than you promise or 

they expect; courtesy pays a big profit. 

At Newark, N. J., July 9, ro, II, 1885, we 
had: W. V. W. Vreeland and John W. Utter, 

partners, of 528 Broad Street; A. J. Almer, 
Stanhope, N. J.; Charles F. Clark, of Morris & 
Clark; J. A. Logan, of Bryant & Co., 830 
Broad Street, Newark; A. M. Runyon, Plain-

. field, N. J.; George C. Ford, Elizabeth, N. J.; 

William B. Mount, Red Bank, N. J.; Joshua 
Brierley; Dowd & Brennan, Orange, N. J.; 

Theo. T. Freeman, Brickchurch, N. J., and Geo. 

M. Stiles, Plainfield, N. J. The lectures were 
held in the hall of the Masonic Temple. Aside 
from the warm weather, everything was pleasant 
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and successful. Joshua, whose other name is 

Brierley, said that Joshua made the sun to stand 

still, but not Joshua of Newark, who proposed 

to make a success of the embalming and under

taking business; and from last accounts Joshua 

was in with the Clark thread people, which 

meant a business from the start. Charles F. 

Clark was traveler for Morris & Clark and found 

the knowledge of embalming would be of value 

in the sales of their goods. 

Troy, N. Y., was our next date and place, and 

we opened on July 161 17 and 18. There were 

present at this class: Frank H. Kittle, 98 Third 

Street, Troy; C. W. Arnold, Green Island; Zina 

Cotton, Cambridge; David Burk, 229 Fourth 

Street, Troy; James Bortle, West Troy; Henry 

Cantin, West Troy; Malcolm Morrison, Lan

singburg; Joseph Burns, Troy; Ira G. Walsh, • 

Waterford; Daniel S. Harrigan, Albany; J. W. 

Burns' Sons, Troy; E. W. Millard, Troy; 

Charles H. Carey, Troy; William E. Griffin, 

Greenbush, N. Y.; Thos. H. Nealon, Troy; 

Charles P. Bragle, Troy; C. F. Burns, Troy; 

C. H. Clark, Troy; W. B. Lloyd, Hynsville, 
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N. Y.; D. E. Case, Albany, N. Y.; F. A. Miller' 

Schenectady, N. Y.; Wm. Kelley, Pittsfield, 

Mass.; Geo. McDonald, Hudson, N. Y., and 

William G. Osborne, Michaelsville, Harford 
County, Md. 

Some foot-notes: C. F. Burns told a story on 

David Burk, that during a funeral sermon the 

undertaker, Mr. Burk, had fallen asleep, and 

when the services were over he was shaken to 

awaken him and told of what had happened. 

When Mr. Burk arose and while not entirely 

awake, he announced the friends to remain 

seated while the corpse walked out. Burk said 

it was all a hoax to ruin his reputation, but Dan 

Harrigan said it was true as Gospel. 

Baltimore was the next city, and July 21, 22 

and 23 were the dates. The class consisted of 

James H . Enos, Odessa, Del.; W. J.C. McKee, 

Snow Hill, Md.; Jas. T. Fromptain, Frederick, 

Md.; C. F. Nickel, Frostburg, Md.; B. E. Ma

son, Chrome, Pa. ; Isaac R. Taylor, Rising Sun, 

Md.; R. Marsh bank, Elkton, Md.; R. Barnes, 
Mt. Airy, Md. ; T. C. Groomes, Olney, Md.; 

Wm. G. Osborn, Michaelsville, Md.; F. C. 
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Sharrer, Westminster, Md.; J. T. Morriss' 

Petersburg, Va.; Wm. I. Spangler, Abbotts
town, Pa.; William H. Schilling, Baltimore; 
Stephen Hillsinger, Ellicott City, Md.; Frank 

G. Simmons, Crumpton, Md.; John W. Jack
son, Baltimore; John B. Spence, Baltimore; 
I. H. Kraft, Pikesville, Md.; J.E. Hunt, Prince 

George County, Md.; H. H. Treadway, Annapo

lis, Md.; William Lloyd, Woodberry, Md.; John 
S. Macher, Baltimore; William J. Tickner, 
Baltimore; Matthew Cadigan, Baltimore; Chas. 

J. Billups, Richmond, Va., and Frank A. Fink, 
Baltimore. 

In perusing the register of this class I see the 
names of a few who were present at the Troy 
class, indicating an interest in embalming: 

George Schilling's son, William H., who was an 
early day student; also T. J. Morris, of Peters

burg, Va. How well do I remember that long 
white beard and that kindly face which was 
absent when I visited his home several years 
later. But his son was there and admitted me 
to his father's home, where I dined and enjoyed a 
very pleasant afternoon. I also remember 
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Charley Billups, of Richmond, and when I 

visited the Capital City the last time I found him 

at the head of a very prosperous business. 

I could with pleasure recall the names of 

many students, and mention pleasant things 

that occurred, but space will not permit, as I 

want space for the next class, which was the New 

England Association, and most of the bright 

lights were there-not that I was the attraction, 

but I had learned to love grand old New Eng

land and her charming people, and there were 

eighty-three Yankees that sat under my voice 

and seemed to be pleased and entertained at 

what I had to say; and as I read over the names 

of those present, it brings back many very 

pleasant thoughts that I shall never forget. I 

am, indeed, very sorry, as I told James P. Cleary 

at Detroit last September, during the National 

convention, that I could not be present during 

the meeting in the winter of 1909 and 1910. I 

shall, however, hope to once more meet the New 

Englanders, and if for nothing else than to say 

I am glad to be with you. 
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Boston, September 2, 3 and 4, 1885. The first 
name is that of Horace B. Knowles, of Provi

dence, whose place of business I had visited and 
with whom I had had some very interesting inter

views and noted his progressive ideas. His son 
Elmer, who was an excellent specimen of man
hood, was also present. Then Lewis L. Jones, 
of Boston, who was a student in our first class 
at Philadelphia; J. H. Kenyon, Plantsville, 

Conn.; C. B. Dexter, Norwood, Mass.; Charles 
T. West, Lexington, Mass.; Samuel Williams, 

Southbridge, Mass.; W. B. Hodge, Wolfboro, 
N. H.; C. E. Tasker, Newmarket, N. H.; 
E. L. Bridges, Hopkinton, Mass.; N. W. Mower, 

Jeffrey, N. H.; D. W. Fox, Plainville, Conn.; 
J. M. Deering, Biddeford, Me.; W. A. Niles, 
Charlestown, Mass.; Chas. A. Peak, Boston, 

Mass.; Philip E. Clarke, Ipswich, Mass.; 
Wm. Stacy, Marblehead, Mass.; William T. 
Rice, East Weymouth, Mass.; F. A. Guild, 

Middletown, Conn.; Asa A. Fox, Milton Mills, 

N. H.; J. W. Snow, Leicester, Mass.; W. H. 
Mague, West Newton, Mass.; Charles T. Wy
man, Hubbardston, Mass.; J. P. Luther, Provi-
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dence, R. I.; P. H. Rafferty, Somerville, Mass.; 

Joseph W. Stancombe, with John Hall, Quincy. 
I can well remember the last two, because of 
their enthusiasm and interest in the work, and at 
a visit to Quincy, Stancombe, at the request of 
Mr. Hall, drove me over to see many of the 
great granite quarries. I remember embalming a 

body for Mr. Rafferty, who was as pleased with 

the results as I was in doing the work. Then J. 
Clark Flagg, Richmond, Me. My last visit with 
Mr. Flagg and Mr. Rich, of Portland, was at 
Detroit in September last. Geo. H. Gregg, 

Waltham, Mass.; J.P. Arnold, Phoenix, Mass., 
Louis G. Briggs, Stoughton, Mass.; Chas. A. 

Cadwell, Southington, Conn., and Thomas Mc
Murrough, Providence. If Tom and I could sit 
down in a quiet retreat and talk over some of the 

early experiences in embalming, and tell how he 

became blood poisoned, it would take much 
longer than I am in writing this. A. J . Cave
naugh, Rossville, Conn.; Elisha Crocker, Brew
ster, Mass.; Geo. F. Ricker, Cambridgeport, 
Mass.; Samuel N. Richman, Hope Valley, R. I.; 
J. W. Lindeman, Brookfield, Mass.; E.W. Wil-
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son, Newton, Conn.; Edward C. Root, Thomas
ton, Conn.; F. H. Baker, Stafford Springs, 

Conn.; Allen & Lute, Thompsonville, Conn.; 

Wm. C. Callahan, Southbridge, Mass.; John 
J. Reynolds, Danielsonville, Conn.; F. S. 
Kennedy, Dayville, Conn.; John A. Macumber, 
Westport, Mass.; William Akin, Lewiston, 
Me.; William M ullar, Stonington, Mass.; Mar

vin Broadway, Monson, Mass.; Thomas J. 
McCormick, Weymouth, Mass.; Frank S. Ma

loney, East Boston, Mass. 
Say, Maloney, do you remember the young 

married woman that died of childbirth, that I 
embalmed for you? Of a very fine form and 
24 years old, and of about 140 or 150 pounds in 
weight, we found the brachia! artery was so 
very small that it would not receive the very 

smallest arterial tube, and we had to use the 
common carotid, and it was so small that we 
could hardly insert the· very small tube; and I 

was nearly two hours injecting one-half gallon of 
fluid. And when we called the next morning the 
friends thought she was not really dead, she 

looked so very lifelike. 
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John G. Abbott, Antrim, N. H. I also re
member James Lynde, Jr., of Chelsea, Mass., 
and the troubles he had with his father for spend

ing money for something that would never do any 
good but ruin the trade or business he then had. 
And there was David Tees, of Montreal, Can
ada, who had come farther than anyone else of 
the class to obtain the new methods as taught 

and used by the progressive Americans. Joseph 
Mayo, Orleans, Mass.; J. A. Wilder, Windsor, 

Vt.; J. A. C. Wightman, Woonsocket, R. I.; 
I. H. Carlton, Milford, N. H.; C. Chase, Bel
lows Falls, Vt.; E. C. Foote, Conway, Mass.; 

T. McCarthy, Boston; W. J. Coughlin, Middle
town, Conn.; George C. Foster, Ashburnham, 
Mass.; T. A. Orcutt, Florence, Mass.; E. H. 
Preston, Rockville, Conn.; B. C. Apel, North 

Manchester, Conn.; S. H. Safford, Newbury
port, Mass.; M. W. Edwards, Milford, N. H.; 

Nicholas M. Williams, Boston; Fred C. Win
ters, Belfast, Me.; George C. Bedient, Birming
ham, Conn.; George W. Swan, Essex, Conn.; 

Wm. Combs, Warren, Mass.; J. M. Gibbons, 
Granville, Mass.; P. M. Withington, Stoughton, 
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Mass.; D. C. Bergin, Milford, Mass.; C. K. 
Lambrough, Westfield, Mass.; T. J. Murphy, 

New Bedford, Mass.; M. J. Murphy, Boston; 
C. E. Tripp, Woburn, Mass.; Franklin P. Hig
gins, Dedham, Mass.; A. N. Ward, Dover, 
N. H.; Fuller & Trowbridge, Litchfield, Conn.; 
J. W. Sprague, East Boston, Mass.; Charles E. 
Nichols, South Windham, Me.; George E. Ever
ett, Natick, Mass.; W. S. Hudson, Brattleboro, 

Vt. This class of eighty-three was the largest 
I ever lectured to in the East. 

The class at Springfield, 0., met from Novem

ber 17 to 22, 1885. A lapse of two months, which 
gave me a much-desired rest, and I was feeling 
in fine condition for the attack I was to make on 
an even dozen good people who were ready to 

hear me. The first to register was: T. C. Evans, 
Emporia, Kan.; then J. M. Gehres, Waverly, 
0.; H. C. Schoenberger, Tremont City, 0.; 

J. M. Bennett, Joseph C. O'Brien, Thomas C. 

Callahan, Charles J. Schindler, all of Spring
field, 0.; George H. Humphreys, Urbana, 0.; 
James P. Barr, J. C. Cavanaugh, Cedarville, 0.; 
D. W. Fortney, Osborn, 0.; J. N. Erwin, Cedar-
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ville, 0. Of the above J. M. Bennett, after 
acquiring enough of this world's goods to live 

comfortably, passed away and was buried with 
military ho~ors by the G. A. R. George H. 
Humphreys is still in business, with his son Earl 
as partner, and still holds the patronage of the 
Protestant trade of Champaigne County. James 
P. Barr is still in active business; D. W. Fort

ney is now in Dayton; Charles Schindler, since 

the death of his honored father, Peter A. Schind
ler, is of the firm of Schindler & Suypp, who have 

the leading Protestant trade. J. C. O'Brien is 
successor to· Callahan & O'Brien, and has the 
entire Catholic trade, Mr. Callahan retiring 
several years ago. J. L. Coleman succeeded 
Coleman & Schindler, and at the death of Mr. 
Coleman, John G. Webb was his son-in-law and 

successor. Rev. David Herr succeeded Mr. 
Webb, who had gone into the rubber tire and 

electric railway building; Henry Shaffer, Jacob 
Hohe and C. F. Jackson, white. David Wilburn 
buries the colored people. How many are the 
changes that have taken place since 1880! 
I began making fluid in a 10-gallon keg, putting 

[ 123 l 



REMINISCENCE S OF EARLY EMBALMING 

it up in pint bottles; would go out and take 
orders and come pack the goods and take them 

to the depot on a wheelbarrow. But I was happy 
then and am still the professio:i•s obedient 

servant. 
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Chapter VIII 

Retirement of Dr. C. M. Lukens from the Faculty
Professor Clarke Receives a Big Advertisement in 

Atlanta-Photographs and Embalming-The 
Case of the Little Hairy Lady-The Stu-

dent Who Wanted a Half Course 

IN the last chapter I forgot to mention the 
retirement of Dr. C. M. Lukens from the 
faculty, and his desire to run a school of 

his own and to soon retire and reenter the 
practice of medicine. He married a very es
timable lady and for a while lived or rather 

boarded at Springfield, 0. He later removed 

to Rochester, N. Y., and there engaged in 
the practice of his profession, and in a year 
or so lost his wife. He then removed to 
Syracuse, N. Y., and after several years re
married and now lives in Alexandria Bay, N. Y., 
still in the practice of his profession. He says 

they live on snowballs in winter and the tourists 
in the summer. He and his most excellent wife 
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made us a visit during the winter of 1907 and 
reviewed the old haunts and many friends of his 

former days. He gave the class in the lecture 

room a nice talk, and reviewed some of the 

difficulties we had during the early days of our 

efforts to teach the art preservative and said he 

had tasted the sweets and the bitters of pioneer

ing and now preferred to live a more quiet and 

less strenuous life, and that he had selected a 
most delightful place in which to spend his 

latter days, and really had no desire to see that 

part of the broad country that had not been 

visited when we were so very pleasantly associ

ated in the good cause of education. 
I was alone when I was billed for Atlanta, Ga., 

beginning on March 9, 1886. Our school was 

then only four years old, but I had grown to 

almost the size of a full-fledged man and felt 

destined to reach the age of full maturity. I had 

not, however, arrived at the stage when I 

thought I knew it all, but felt that I was still a 

student and, if permitted to live my allotted 

time of three score and ten, I would continue to 

add to my store of useful knowledge. 
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It was at Atlanta where I got the biggest 

advertisement, so much needed to convince the 

people of the South that embalming could be 

made a success. There was an accident on a 
passenger train, where the engine ran into the 

sleeper of another train and scalded several 

passengers to death. Among these was James 

W. Pearce, of Fort Worth, Tex. There were two 

of the same name; that is, one whose real name 

was James P. Weaver, a former undertaker of 

Indianapolis, who left his home and family and 

went to Texas. Patterson & Bowden were the 

undertakers who had charge of the remains of 

the supposed James W. Pearce, and the body 

was so badly burned that embalming then was 

deemed impossible and it was buried in Western 

Cemetery, a battlefield of the Civil War. On 

my arrival there civil suits against the railroad 

company were instituted, and the remains were 

to be disinterred for examination, which was 

done, and at Mr. Patterson's suggestion the 

attorney for the Pearce family employed me to 

embalm the body for further identification, 

which I did in the cemetery at the edge of the 
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grave. Elijah Hedges, for years employed by 
the Pearce family as assistant, at Indianapolis, 
was present at the time and identified the man 
as James P. Weaver, of Indianapolis; also a 
young lady that boarded in the same hotel in 
Fort Worth identified the man as James P . 

Weaver. Having known him for many years at 
Indianapolis, I could only see one resemblance, 

and that was, he was pigeon-toed and had a 
partly bald head, but was much stouter than 

the James P. Weaver that I knew. The attorney 
and coroner made note of these facts, and the 
body was again buried in the same coffin and 

grave. 
Nearly six weeks later the body was again 

disinterred, and the reporters interviewed me 

and gave over two columns of matter in the 
Atlanta Constitution, which spread the news 

that I had embalmed the body of the man 
Pearce, and that nearly or quite six weeks after 
the remains were re-disinterred and found to be 
in a fine state of preservation. This was the 
second article appearing and the news became 
general through the entire South. When the 
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time came for trial, the attorney for the real 
James W. Pearce produced before the court 
James P. Weaver, who was then residing in 
Chattanooga, and the matter of identity was 
settled. 

At the Atlanta class were assembled: A. L. 
Wood, of Wood & Bond, Macon, Ga.; W. D. 
Dixon, Savannah, Ga.; R. G. Mathews, Barnes
ville, Ga.; David T. Howard, Atlanta; C. H. 

Swift, Atlanta; Frank X. Bliley, H. M. Patter
son and M. H. Bowden, of Atlanta. The lectures 

were held in a small room of the Southern 
Medical College, and here was formed the 

nucleus of the Georgia Funeral Directors' and 
Embalmers' Association. Mr. Wood has since 
died . . W. D. Dixon has retired, and the business 
is conducted by his son, W. D. Dixon, Jr. C.H. 

Swift has also passed away. D. T. Howard has 
made a small fortune and the business is con

ducted by his son, D. T. Howard, Jr. Frank X. 
Bliley has passed away. M.A. Bowden is out of 
business, and H. M. Patterson & Son (Fred) 

have made lots of money and built a magnificent 
establishment. 
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There were no other dates for schools except 
before a few associations until July 7, which was 
at Boston. The competition at this time had 
grown, and Prof. F. A. Sullivan came on the 

market and the price was cut from $25 to $10 
and then to $5, but only three days were allotted 
for a full course, consisting of lectures on anat
omy and the circulatory system-the anatomy 
of the arteries used for embalming-which was 
concluded on the third day of the course, and 

my register book contains the names of B. H. 
Robbins, Wellesley, Mass.; W. C. Callahan, 

Southbridge, Mass.; Byron Reade, Anthony, 

Mass., and all marked, "Paid $5" each. I have 
no foot-notes to mention any peculiarities of this 

class. 
At Providence, R. I., I remember that Albert 

Clark, of the Clark Manufacturing Co., was 
instrumental in my going to this beautiful city. 
The list was headed by J. P. Luther, of Miles & 

Luther; James B. Berry, of Pawtucket, R. I., 
J. M. Maynard, of Taftville, Conn.; C. C. 

Chubbuck, with R. E. Osgood, Providence; A. 

Staples, of Endfield, R. I.; Charles E. Barber, 
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with Miles & Luther, and George T. Cranston, 
of Wickford, R. I. Following this class, Mr. 

Berry wanted me to go to his city and embalm a 
short, very stout lady. He did not want any 
cutting, but said I might use the trocar, which 

I did, in tapping the right ventricle of the heart, 
and the liberal flow of blood in removing the 
dark color of the face was to him most wonderful. 
He then permitted me to raise an artery, and 
when I had produced capillary circulation by 
the fluid returning to the heart and out of the 

trocar he was completely satisfied that the 

arteries could and should be injected to obtain 
the very best results. 

From Providence I went to New York City 
and entered for three days, James Benson, 
Atlantic Avenue; W. S. Mitchell, Wilmington, 
N. Y.; W. J. Hart, with T. A. Hart, Third 
Avenue; and at Brooklyn, R. Brady, 82d Street; 
H. Selling & Co., Andrew Waheberg, Astoria, 

L. I.; John McAlister, of James McAlister & 
Bro., Charleston, S. C. During my first visit 

to Charleston I called on the McAlisters, and 
Colonel James took me on a delightful sail to 
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several of the beautiful resorts, including Fort 

Sumter, and we had an excellent fish dinner, as 
also. a very pleasant time with many of the 
Colonel's friends. The Colonel has long since 
passed to the great beyond, but the business is 
and has been conducted by that master hand, 
John McAlister. I remember, when visiting the 

city by the sea, he would always ask if I had 
anything new that would add to his business, 

and I always had some new, progressive 
thought to present to him. I remember going 
to a house of the dead where a beautiful young 
lady was lying in state whom he had embalmed, 
and when I suggested to remove all semblances 
of a funeral and place the body in a reclining 
position, have a photograph taken, and present 

a copy to the family, and keep one for his own 

use, he immediately accepted the idea, and a 
handsome photograph was presented to the 

bereaved family, who said it was the only one 
taken in a number of years. I also suggested 
the use of couches with the dark and silver-gray 
colors. Several years after, while on a visit 
there, he took me into his office and, opening a 
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drawer, pulled out and showed me several dozen 
photographs of people he had embalmed, saying 
that the photograph plan had made him several 

thousand dollars. I never went to his city that 
he didn' tremember me very kindly in the form 
of an order, either for present or future shipment. 

Detroit was the next show town, and it has 
always been a good city for the teacher of 
embalming. Karl Mathis, of Toledo, was first, 
and James V. Akey, of Colon, Mich.; Jacob J. 
Andretsch and Dennis Daley, both of Detroit; 

Peter Malleis, Mount Clemens, Mich.; J. P. 
Morin, of Au Sable, and last but not least, Geo. 
W. Hager, of Marquette, Mich. If I remember 

correctly, the lectures and demonstrations were 
held at P. Blake & Son's place of business, and 
we were given the body of a little lady whose 
birthplace was Plaquemine Parish, La. She 

was the little hairy lady who was exhibited all 
over the country and died of black measles at 
the hotel near the museum where she was 

engaged. Billy Blake placed a note on the glass 
of the casket giving cause of death, how, when 
and by whom embalmed, and as many particu-
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lars as possible, and asked the undertaker at 
New Orleans, Frank Johnson & Son, to report 
condition on arrival at destination. This report 
I saw afterwards, and also interviewed Mr. 
Johnson's assistant and two physicians, who 
said they made a careful examination and 

reported a splendidly formed body, well devel
oped excepting the breasts, which were no more 

than a man's would be. The body of this little 
French woman, whose name I remember as 
Emily, was entirely covered with a growth of 
soft, silken hair from one to two inches in 
length. She had a very pleasant, but not a 

beautiful face, although well formed. I had seen 
the little lady several times before her death. 

At Minneapolis, September 14, 1886, we were 
pleased to greet with the usual courtesy, and 

shake hands (for their dollars I was soon to 
receive) with C. A. Anderson, Washington 
Avenue, South; M. T. Caswell, Grand Fork, 
Dak.; T. H. W. Klein, St. Peter, Minn.; Charles 
Gangnagel, Wabasha, Minn.; C. Ellingsen, River

side Avenue, West; John B. Moore, Aberdeen, 
Dak.; A. E. Losey, Brainerd, Minn. Mr. Losey 
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was, I think, one time president of the Minne
sota State Association. E. Schweiter, St. Paul, 
and J. F. Tibbetts, whose cognomen was "Angel 
of funeral commerce," or "A. F. C." Mr. 
Tibbetts said the knowledge of embalming and 

how to do it would help him to squeeze an order 
where moral persuasion would not. I have 
found these Northwestern people very progres
sive and always up-to-date in every thing they 

do and undertake. 
Our next jump was to Harrisburg, with its 

state capitol scandal. But the people of the old 

Keystone State are of good calibre; they always 
want to know the price before they buy. I 

remember one man came to this class and 
wanted to know how much for a half course, and 

when I told him double price, he concluded he 
would take the full course, but wanted a dis
count for cash. He finally paid in small bills and 
small silver coin, but proved a good and success

ful student, and has recommended several 
students to us since. A. C. Ritzel, Minersville, 
Pa.; C. A. Geiselman, Westminster, Md.; H. F. 
Mooney, Wilkes-Barre; Harry Wilt, New Cum-
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berland; J. L. Reiff, Lykens; I. A. Keiter, 

Williamstown; A. Beinhauer, Steelton; R. W. 
Day, Williamstown, Pa.; Wm. F. Neeley, 

Harrisburg; E. M. Smith, Chambersburg, and 
J. T. Crall, Waynesboro, Pa., were in this class. 

From the Pennsylvania capital we traveled 

westward and opened up in the home of the 
first school of embalming in the United States 
if not in the world, Cincinnati, September 28, 

1886. And those appearing for "punishment" 
were: Boyston Ford and William L. Kerlin, of 

Greenville, 0.; John W. Smiser, of Cynthiana, 
Ky.; L. D. S. Patten, of Somerset, Ky.; Will L. 
Maddox, of Ripley, 0.; C. A. Miller, Cincinnati, 
0.; J. J. Gilligan, Cincinnati; James C. McMil
lan, Cedarville, 0.; James S. Winn, Winchester, 
Ky.; W. C. Watkins, Cincinnati; S. R. Lippin
cott, Jr., Richmond, Ind.; W. 0. Hinton, Paris, 
Ky. Of the above students J. W. Smiser, of 
Williams & Smiser, is now retired and living at 

his old home on the products of his wife's farm. 
Mr. Williams has passed on. Will L. Maddox 

is conducting the business at Ripley since the 
death of his father. J. J. Gilligan, who was a 
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member of the Ohio Legislature and president 
of the Ohio Funeral Directors' and Embalmers' 

Association, is in business again at the old 
residence place. James S. Winn has sold the 

undertaking business to Kerr Bros., and is 
conducting the furniture and queensware bus
iness at Mt. Sterling, Ky. S. R. Lippincott, 
Jr., who had a splendid business in Pasadena, 
Cal., but wanted to branch out too large, is 
working as assistant in Illinois. W. 0. Hinton, 
Paris, Ky., is a member of the firm of J. T. 
Hinton & Son, and the firm has made lots of 

money. 

In perusing or looking over my old register 
books I am brought back many years, and can 

feel in touch with the many good people whom 
I have tried to help educate, elevate and stimu
late to a better and more useful light than before 
I knew them. 



Chapter IX 

After Fainting, a Student Was Formally "Introduced" to 
the Cadaver-Recollections of Excellent Men

Lecturing before the Nebraska Association 
-Embalming a Post-Mortem Case-

Finding a Petrified Body 

Q
UINCY, Ill., May 3- 6, 1887.-My 
first class held in this prosperous city 
was a much greater success than I had 

anticipated, although my esteemed friends, the 
Freiburgs, said that nothing would be left 
undone by them to make it so. There were 
an even twenty-five in attendance, and the 

foot-notes in my record state that two fine 

bodies were furnished by Joseph Freiburg 
& Sons for demonstrations-Charles W. Mes
sick, A. L. Troescher, Carl Lepper, Joseph 
Freiburg, Sr., Fred A. Freiburg, J . F. Daugherty, 
all of Quincy, Ill.; Con. C. Deneen, Blooming
ton, Ill.; Thomas Martin, Palmyra, Mo.; C. R. 

Lane, Pittsfield, Ill.; David E. Heaton, St. 
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Joseph, Mo.; J. B. Strauss, Quincy, Ill.; Wm
H. Liggett, Camp Point, Ill.; B. F. Wight, 

Jacksonville, Ill.; Charles Miller, Shelbina, Mo.; 
H. E. Bestman, Kirksville, Mo.; George Duker, 
Quincy, Ill.; W. E. Spalding, Paris, Mo.; H. 

Wade, Madison, Mo.; A. F. Chapin and Arthur 
F. Chapin, Jr., Chillicothe, Mo.; S. S. Fox, 
Plymouth, Mo.; Mrs. M. M. Hatfield, M.D., 
Cincinnati, 0.; Geo. A. Demple, Bonaparte, Ia.; 

Edward A. Fritz, Hannibal, Mo.; John M. 

Lewis, Quincy Casket Co. 
The foot-notes state that every student but 

one stood up to the work on the body, and he 
claimed to have had several years' experience in 
embalming, but fainted when the bodies were 
uncovered. He received the litugh of all present 

and a drink from a flask that some had provided. 
Con. Deneen, the comical "Dutchman" of the 

class, made him walk up and shake hands with 

the cadaver and get acquainted with his newly
made friend. 

Ed Fritz said that if ever he lived till he died, 
and hoped he would, that he wanted to be 
embalmed by as many of the class as could 
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gather around the board and all have a cut on 
him. Poor Ed did die and John Barleycorn 
was the best friend he had during his latter days. 
D. E. Heaten, usually and familiarly called 

Dave, was a splendid listener to the lectures 
and an excellent operator on the bodies. He 

wanted to understand every operation, and he 

surely did. Mr. Heaten now has the largest 
undertaking business in central Missouri. He 

also owns the St. Joseph Casket Co. J. F. 
Daugherty is the oldest Protestant undertaker 
in Quincy. Mrs. Doctor Hatfield took up em
balming with a view of going to Colorado, and 

for a few years was quite successful, but soon 
retired and went to nursing. 

After a week's" rest Baltimore was the next 
city, and on May 12 we lectured and demon
strated to twenty-one. The list was headed by 
Charles J. Billups, Richmond, Va.; C. A. Geisel
man, Westminster, Md., and A. C. Winemiller, 
G. 0. Bankert, Austin Geiselman, of West
minster; R . S. M . Hoffman , Shepherdstown, W . 
Va.; Charles F . Evans, Baltimore, Md.; B. 
Wheatly, Alexandria, Va. I remember Mr. 
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Wheatly as an elderly but very energetic man, 
thoroughly enthusiastic, who said the embalm
ing art was the one thing needful to make his 

business more successful. He has long since 
passed to his reward. B. H. Demain was also 
from Alexandria. Harry D. Oliver was on the 
same list from Norfolk, Va., and he became a 
very successful successor to his adopted father, 
whose name he bears. Mr. Oliver is now and 
has for many years been the leading light of 
his profession in Norfolk. Harry has a welcom

ing hand and a good word for every angel of 
funeral commerce that enters his magnificent 

place of business. He married a most estimable 
lady. John Ray, of Winchester, Va., at last 
reports was still doing business at the old stand. 

Frank J. Shriner, Union Bridge, Md.; Francis 
Gasch, Bladensburg, Md.; W. R. Speare, of 
Washington, D. C., and his brother, Frank A. 

Speare, were present also, and it is said he has 
had the funerals of more notable people who 

died in Washington than any other undertaker 
during his time in business. I still have the 

photograph of this class. Capt. James Perley, 
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one of God's noblemen, was also a member of 

this class, and to know Captain Perley is to love 
him. B. E. Mason, of Chrome, Md., was an 

excellent man and should have spent more years 
of usefulness on this earth than was permitted 
him. His son, however, has succeeded him in a 
most excellent manner. Mr. Hiteshaw, Union

town, Md., of whom I have heard nothing since 
the time, also took the course. There were J. C. 
Brining, Boonsboro, Md.; James R. Weer, Olney, 
Md., and last, but not least, came W. L. Sapping

ton, then wayfaring man for Warfield & Rohr, 
who was, at last accounts, an angel of commerce 
for the National. I wonder if "Sap" remembers 
the time when we took passage on the Old 
Dominion Line--he from Norfolk, and I from 
New York-to Richmond, Va., to attend the 

State convention at which I was to preach the 
Gospel, according to Gray. If "Sap" should 

read this (and I have no doubt he will) it should 
be a reminder of days gone by. If you ever go 
to Lynchburg, Va., where dwells the noblest of 
.men and successor to his venerable father in the 
funeral business, you will encounter Wm. D. 
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Diuguid-spell it either way, as it spells "do 

good"-and his motto always is to do good to 

everyone who has any business or social ~ rela

tions with him. By his special request, and on 

account of his being able to get away from 

business long enough, I went to Lynchburg, 

beginning on May 13, 1888, and I taught Mr. 

Diuguid, his two assistants, J. R. Bradley and 

George E. Wilkinson, and was fully and well 

paid for my services, besides receiving a nice 

order for my goods; and every visit I made to 

Lynchburg, I was always kindly received and 

obtained an order. It is the rule with everyone 

who goes there, if he is honest and does the 

square thing. 

From Lynchburg, I wended my way to Charles

ton, S. C., where I was kindly received, and 

registered as students: James McAlister, fam

iliarly known as Colonel Jim; I. B. P. Alley, H. 

D. Stuhr, Charles J. Hookey, a cousin to the 

prominent funeral director of the same name in 

Philadelphia; J. W. Stanley, of Goldsboro, N. 
C., then and until his death the successful sales

man for the Cincinnati Coffin Co., and after-
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wards originator and owner of the Schemco 
embalming fluid. The veteran, J.M. Connelley, 

,t 

was also a member of this class, although I had 
been to his city before on the same mission. I. 
B. P. Alley has passed out of existence from the 

same cause that has carried many good people 
hence. J. Henry Stuhr has succeeded his father 
and changed the once old fogy way of doing 
business to the progressive, up-to-date way, and 
has a splendid establishment and flower garden, 
and commands a fine business in the funeral 

and flower trade. Charles J. Hockey has passed 
to the great beyond. I remember embalming 
the body of a young Irishman, 24 years old, 
dead of alcoholism, rather stout and badly 
discolored. The family were exceedingly anxious 

to have the natural color restored, and it was a 
difficult task, but it was accomplished, and all 
were pleased with the results. 

At Nashville, Tenn., W. E. Cole, Goodletts

ville, Tenn., was first to register, but not until 
after I had told him that after that act he would 

surely die-but I could not tell him how long 
afterwards. Then came genial L. C. Umphlett, 
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of Jackson, Tenn., a favorite son of Job Umph
lett, who had heard of me before. He was an 
exemplary young man, of bright future, but was 
drowned a few years later, which nearly broke 
his father's heart. The firm of Umphlett & 

Griffin was formed and continued as such until 
Mr. Umphlett passed away. Not the least, but 

one of the best, was T. E. McReynolds, Clarks
ville, Tenn. Mac was a winner from the start, 
and I had the pleasure of meeting him several 

times at the conventions, and as I remember, he 
was one of the charter members. James C. 
Wells, Franklin, Tenn.-every old soldier of the 
middle Tennessee army knows of the terrible 
battles fought at Franklin. Mr. Wells, his 

brother and father were there during those dark 
days and buried the Yanks as well as the Rebs. 

This Mr. Wells was at this time (June 7, 8, 9, 
1887) seemingly an old man, but was well and 

hearty, and took to the work of embalming as 
readily as the younger members. For several 
years after I had the pleasure of meeting the 
Wells family, but presume they, too, have 
passed away. Henry Kellogg, of Nashville, was 
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also a member, but I have no recollection of 

him since then. 

The next point was Kansas City, June 14, 15, 
16, 1887. The first to register was J. F. Heiser, 

Kensington, Mo. Then followed R. B. Krebbs, 

of Ellsworth, Kan.; W. B. Raymond, Wyandotte, 

now Kansas City, Kan.; W. J. Cassaday, Valley 

Falls, Kan.; J. E. Davenport, Kansas; G. W. 
Simmo'ns, Argentine, Kan.; W. H. Wheeler, 

Stella, Neb.; B. M. Whisner, Wyandotte, Kan.; 

W. J. Bower, Norton, Kan.; F. L. Durland, 

Junction City, Kan.; S. Frank, Cherryvale, 

Kan.; J.P. Mathews, then Wagner & Mathews, 

Kansas City, Mo.; W. H. Daniels, Armourdale, 

Kan.; E. Daniels, Kansas City, Mo.; W. B. 

Dean, Kansas City, Mo. 

At Lincoln, Neb., I lectured before the asso

ciation for three days with great interest, and 

had enrolled Taggart & Taggart, Omaha; 

Michael Reed, Hastings; Joseph Sonderman, of 

Friend, afterwards Grand Island; P. J. Barrett 

and Heafey, afterwards Heafey & Heafey, J. C. 

Troyer & Son, Dorchester; Dennis Frantz, 

Blue Springs, Neb.; Page & Son, McCook; 
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Samuel Williams, Utica; George Brown, Super

ior; L. G. Robinson, Nelson; L. S. Ellsworth, 

Tecumseh; J. F. Pettigrew, Blair; Andrew · F. 

Phillips, Loup City; Henry Boeck, Plattsmouth; 

W. Wright, Osceola; A. Buckingham, Plainview; 

D. H. McDill, Pawnee; Charles Wachtel, 

Wymore; Henry Gass, Columbus; H. W. Werner, 

Hebron; E. Brewer, Loup City; A. B. Roys, 

David City; F. R. Sheet, Wahoo; N. F. Peterson, 

Stromsburg; L. G. Bly, West Point; F. V. Taylor, 

Red Cloud; Lange & Doyle, Crete; A. J. Bower, 

Ulysses; W. C. Woodworth, Exeter; P. M. Case, 

Brainard; F. J. Rademacher, Crete; F. P. Jones, 

Tobias; Drexel & Maul, Omaha; Maloney & 
Wilson and John Reddin, Chester. I have been 

to the association meetings several times since, 

but the largest attendance was at Grand Island, 

where the Board of Examiners were in session. 

I conducted a school there for the benefit of the 
many applicants and will speak of this later. 

My next move was on to Richmond, Va., 

where I conducted a school September 20, 21 

and 22, 1887. Those present for three days' 

hard study were: J. D. Cochran, Statesville, N. 
[ 147] 



REMINISCENCES OF EARLY EMBALMING 

C.; James F. Woolvin, Wilmington, N. C.; 
Richard M. Fox, Danville; W. T. Chalkey, 

West Point; John W. Perley, Charlottesville; 
E. Davis Cowman, Surry; Thomas A. Reddin, 

Richmond; James McDonough, Richmond; Wil

liam B. Johnson, Portsmouth, one of the first 
members of the State Board of Embalmers and 

an enthusiastic member of the association. It 
was my pleasure and privilege to be present at 
the State meeting in this old city, and the room 
in which the meetings were held and in which I 

lectured was so hot that it was almost unendur
able, but these good people sat and listened to 

my words of exhortation from 7 :30 until IO 

p. m., in their anxiety to grasp what was to be 
heard. John M. Oakey, of Salem, Va., who also 
became distinguished for his excellent work, 
and H. C. Smith, of Norfolk, Va., were among 

those present. 
I remember directing the embalming of a man 

whose home was in Baltimore, and who had 
died in the Marine Hospital, and we were post

ing the entire trunk and skull. Mr. Smith was 
raising the femoral artery to give the body full 
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arterial embalming, with all the vessels of the 

trunk and skull severed, and didn't seem to 
know why he could not get full circulation. It 
became my duty to try to kill the million of 
maggots and nearly as many flies and fill the 

skull with plaster of paris, and ligate the many 
severed arteries before we got a flow of fluid to 

the parts needing it. This was done in a little 
shanty in his back yard, with no ventilation 
except a small window in the end and upper 
part of the improvised morgue, and the said 

Smith claimed to have done a wonderful piece 
of embalming, but the next evening he went 
aboard the boat and started for Baltimore with 

the remains in a hundred dollar casket. I do 
not know how much he got for the embalming, 
but I know how much I didn't get for what he 

taught me. 
B. H. Morrissett, Manchester, Va., and W. 

H. Cover, of Danville, Va., were also there. 
William T. Downe, Farmville, was the last name 

on the register. James McDonough told me 
how he helped to free Yankee prisoners during 
the war for a consideration, and how he got a 
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metallic casket full of whiskey from outside the 
lines in place of a dead body that he had shipped, 
and how the women surrounded the casket 
crying for the dead until nightfall, and then 
opened the casket, bottled the whiskey, and 

sold it at fabulous prices to those who had 
Yankee money to pay. Those in Richmond I 

told the story to afterwards said I must not 
believe all that he told me. I do not remember 

the relation of John W. Perley to Captain James 
Perley, but suppose the captain was father to 
John W. If so, he can claim relationship to a 
most excellent gentleman , and I am glad to 
know the captain was able to say the war is 
over, and he enjoyed the pleasure of having 
fought for the cause he thought was right and 

just. 
It was not far from Richmond to Newark, N. 

J., and I remember very distinctly how several 
of the profession went to the boat that took me 
to New York, and the very enjoyable sail on 

the old James River, and the smooth sea to 
New York, where I took the train on the Lacka
wanna to Newark. How fresh these memories 
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are to me when I look over the old registers and 

read the foot-notes. It is almost like taking 
the trip over again, and I really hope to do so, 
accompanied by my good wife, as we speed 
along by sea and rail and tell her of the former 
enjoyable times I had to make the dollars I gave 

her to rear our little family, who are now all 
grown and well established; and we two are 
again alone living in the memory of the past 

and the enjoyment of our home and companion
ship and the companionship of our grandchildren. 
Truly a life is worth living when we can realize 
how much better it is to raise a family that has 
never given an hour's heartache but become 
honored and respected, than to give them 

thousands of dollars and not know how it came. 
Those who came to hear my plea for better 

work at Newark were: J. L. Van Liew, Basking 
Ridge, N. J.; G. L. Erb, Newark; Joseph 
Denninger, S. Ulrich, G. Maier, Jacob Holb, 
John J. Mooney, Ira G. Ormsby, all of Newark; 

James M. Fitts, Washington, N. J.; Joseph 
Burns, Perth Amboy; Samuel M. Burroughs, 

Madison; Charles J. Jensen, Elizabeth; Harry 
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Lohmiller, Rahway; Christian L. Volz, Newark; 

James W. Christie, Englishtown; Harry J. 
Shuman, Sparta; William B. Mount, Chapel 

Hill; William B. Mount, Jr., Red Bank, and J. 
J. Barkalo, Freehold, N. J. 

The fierce competition at this time in teaching 
embalming, in order to sell embalming fluid 

and instruments, caused a cut in price from a 

free show to all you could get, but in no case 
would a certificate be granted without a fee. 

Brooklyn, New York, September 29, 30 

and October I. Those who sought further 
light on the subject of preservation of human 
dead bodies were: Edward Glennen, S. F. 
Duryea, Long Island City; William A. Heim, 
Brooklyn; George A. Harris, F. A. Newlan, 

James W. Sawyer, Brooklyn; C. L. Raynor, 
Sayville, L. I.; Joseph Marfing, Brooklyn. 
There were no foot-lines on this page and I have 
no recollection of any incidents worthy of note; 
but will hasten to tell you of a goodly greeting 
we had on returning to the good old Dutch town 
on the Ohio River, Cincinnati, Nov. 17 to 21, 

1887. Those who desired to be brought from 
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semi-darkness to light were: L. R. Thomas, 
Connersville, Ind. (Thomas was a good man to 
work for some other man than himself, but died 
in the possession of the knowledge that he did 
the best he could); Eli Bean, of Winchester, Ky.; 
C. R. Snider, Hannibal, Mo.; G. N. Crawford, 

West Union, 0.; T. H. Miller, Cheviot, 0.; A. E. 
Schlonaman, West Alexander, 0.; H. R. Com
nits, Hustonville, Ky.; R. A. Steel, Rising Sun, 

"Ind.; John N. Mittendorf and W. M. Miller, 
Covington, Ky.; John J. Gilligan, Cincinnati; 
Harry Gath, Oxford, 0.; T. E. Stake, Bellbrook, 
O.; B. D. Crowell, Mt. Pleasant, O.; Frank E. 
Hudson, with Estep & Meyer, Cincinnati; J. D. 

Evans, Paddy's Run, Hamilton County, 0.; 
T. M. Bennett, Cherry Grove, 0.; Henry Ihlen

dorf, Reading, O.;S. B. McKinney, Newtonsville, 
0.; R. D. Crainmer, Pleasant Plain, 0.; A. Mof
fett, Waynesville, 0.; John R. Glindmeyer, Cov
ington, Ky.; John C. Turpin, Greenville, 0.; B. C. 
Dodt, Cincinnati; Curly Edwards, Walton, Ky. 

I wish to record a peculiar incident regarding 
a student of this class, J. D. Evans, of Paddy's 

Run, whose farm, residence and coffin shop were 
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remote from the railway, and to reach him it 

was necessary to drive. It was my privilege to 

have Mr. Evans on ID)'. route when I was 

traveling for the Cincinnati Coffin Co., under 

the management of C. de H. Carr. After reach

ing the house of Mr. Evans, his daughter told 

me her father was out in the meadow disinter

ring some bodies in an old family burying ground 

for removal to the cemetery. These bodies had 

been buried from sixteen to thirty years_, and • 

were decomposed except some of the larger bones. 

However, one that had been buried nearly 

twenty years in close proximity to an under

ground spring was not in this condition. I was 

present when he was digging for this body, and 

his pick struck something like stone. This rather 

excited his curiosity and the earth was carefully 

removed and it was found that the nose was hit 

and a small part broken off, and we then dis

covered it was the petrified body of a young 

lady. A rope was secured and we raised the 

body to the surface, and I tried to buy the body 

to put it on exhibition, offering him a good big 

price to conceal the find, or I would give him 
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half of the profits, accruing from the exhibit, 
but he would not listen to anything of the kind. 

I secured his order for the goods he needed and 
told him we would have them ready for him when 
he called with his farm wagon. I afterwards 
mentioned the find to those who should know the 
action of the soil, or rather of the water and soil 
on the body. Some were of one opinion, and 
some thought it was the action of the water. 
At Mr. Evans's request I did not mention the 

matter before the class. I think the family or 

friends of the young lady never knew of the 

condition of their daughter at removal. I then 
felt sure that if the final resting place of this 
petrified body was known it would have been 
hard to keep some curiosity seekers from re

moving it. 
The lectures and demonstrations were con

ducted at the show rooms of the Cincinnati 

Coffin Co. Nearing the holiday season no fur
ther classes were held until January 18, 19, 20, 

when Atlanta, Ga., was again visited, and while 
the class was not large, it was a very interesting 
one. Edward L. Van Zandt and H. M. Patter-
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son, Atlanta, were first to register. W. C. Ed
wards ( the carpet bag man), of Cartersville, Ga. 
(Edwards always carried his private grip wher
ever he went); H. W. Horner, of Cleveland, 

Tenn., was also there (Horner was a former 
resident of Ohio), Alexander S. Murray, of 

Griffin, Ga., and E. Edge, Athens, Ga. If you 
ever knew Zeke Edge once you would remember 
him forever. At one time when we were on the 
train going to the convention a drunken fellow 
came aboard and said he could lick any man in 
Georgia. When in the middle of the car, and 
while attempting to pull his gun, Zeke handed 

him one somewhere near the nose with his big 

fist, and the fellow was laid out, emitting not a 

little blood. Zeke resumed his seat and the bully 
began to beg and Zeke lifted him up and asked 
him to be seated, which he did. I wonder if 
Edge will read this little reminiscence, and if he 
will smile. Theodore J. Miller, of Sanford, Fla., 
C. E. Henderson, of Marietta, Ga.; 0. C. Hy
song, Charlotte, N. C.; H. M. Patterson, of 
Atlanta; Summers & Murphy, Barnesville, Ga.; 

John T. Simonton, Greenville, Ga.; A. B. 
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Wagner, Meridian, Miss.; A. B. C. Dorsey, 

Gainesville, Ga.; W. H. Meyer, with C. H. 

Swift, Atlanta; John F. Barclay, a man without 

a blemish, a friend to all who knew him, espec

ially the poor of the cotton mill district, who 

organized a mission in a freight car and saw it 

grow to great proportions of nearly three hun

dred. He rented a building occupied by a saloon 

and made the saloon move out as soon as the 

lease expired, caused the downfall of a gambling 

den over the mission, bought a large residence 

building on Marietta Street and turned it into 

a day nursery for working women, with religious 

services on Sunday. He became associated with 

G. H. Brandon, and the two built up a magnifi

cent business and occupied the old city library 

building. Prior to the death of Mr. Barclay, the 

firm was incorporated as the Barclay & Brandon 

Co., of which Mr. Brandon is general manager. 

I may add that Mr. Brandon has shown himself 

one of the noblest of friends that Mr. Barclay 
ever had. R. C. Campbell, of Anniston, Ala.; 

A. W. Gunn, of Cuthbert, Ga., and Lucien L. 
Lee, colored, completed the class. 
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Chapter X 

Organizing a Local Association-Southern Hospitality
Catching the Train in Vicksburg-The Gardners, of 

Vincennes, Indiana-Undertaker Starts Horse 
Insurance and "Tribe of Ben Hur"-Cele

brating the Fifth Anniversary of the 
School-Joseph J. Freiburg Shows 

His Father that Embalming 
Makes the Ice-Box Obso-

lete-A Texas "Frost" 

I N some of my chapters I may have been 
prone to reminisce more than I should, but in 
looking over the names and the foot-notes I 

cannot refrain from mentioning at least some of 
her many incidents which they recall. I remem

the pleasantly the name of George C. Wickens, of 
Lorain, Ohio, who was a very active association 

man, both state and local. It was he who re
quested me to assist him and others in the work 
of organizing the counties of Lorain and Medina 

into a local association, and on October 4, 1886, 
we assembled at Elyria, with every undertaker 
in the two counties in attendance, as follows: 
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George C. Wickens and J. H. Scott, Lorain; 
W. H. Oplinger, Wadsworth; Urial Crow, La 

Grange; A. M. Canfield, Lithopolis; F. A. 

Hart, Oberlin; J. Benham, Avon; W. B. 
Evans, Oberlin; Henry Reinbach, Elyria; L. G. 
Hamilton, Elyria; Lorenz Horn, Amherst; 
R. B. Ransom, Oberlin; George L. Couch, 

Wellington. I remember the enthusiasm when 
Mr. Wickens, who was elected president, made 
the opening address, and when I arose to speak 

on embalming, its possibilities and probable fu
ture, and of the great good that would accrue. 
It was only a nest egg in comparison to what it 

has proven to be at this day and age. 

At the death of Mr. Wickens, his son took pos
session of the business and organized the Wickens 
Co. He added numerous features to the estab
lishment, even erecting a new building, which 
contains a chapel, morgue, rest-rooms for 

friends of the deceased, etc., such equipment 
having been a great need in that city. 

It was in Milwaukee-called by many, Beer
waukee-that I tapped the right ventricle of the 
heart for the first time, to remove blood. This 
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city has always been a good one for the progres

sive funeral director. At any event, it has been 

good for me and my pioneer associate, Dr. 
Lukens. Up to the time of my retirement from 

the lecture field, I always had good classes there 

and was well received, and the class which I 

opened on January II, 1887, was not an excep

tion. Enrolled in this class were such represen

tative and progressive men as: E. H. Calerman, 

Chippewa Falls; J. M. Gillingham, Neomah; 

A. Schneider, Milwaukee; Peter Sibenaler, 

Menominee; Edward Schreiter, Darlington; 

Fred Ibing, Racine; George Nungesser, Manis

tee, Mich.; Charles Youman, Columbus; Fred 

Borgward t, Milwaukee; Charles Helke, Wau

sau; Jonathan Herb, Milwaukee; Fred Goll

mar, with Charles Bacon, Milwaukee; J. P. 

Van Lare, Milwaukee; Charles Gerber, Mil

waukee; Charles Soper, Oshkosh; George 

Schaffner, Milwaukee; Robert Griffiths, Colum

bus; William Konrad, Oshkosh; H. F. Thiele, 

Whitewater; J. H. Foster, Monroe; Fred Fass, 

Milwaukee; George Haupt, Green Bay; Otto 

Oldenburg, Fort Howard; A. J. Johnson, 
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Racine; J. G. Schmidt, Milwaukee. When last 

I visited Mr. Schmidt, he was affected by paraly

sis and rode in a buggy when conducting a 

funeral. I learn he has since died. 

I remember almost every member of this class 

and can recall how keenly interested all were in 

the lectures and demonstrations, each anxious 

to get his share of the work on the body. How 
pleased they were when the demonstrations were 

made clear to them. It was always my greatest 

pleasure to have every student learn to his own 

and my satisfaction. 

Snow covered the ground when I left the city 

of "beer and tanneries" and started for the 

other climatic extreme at Savannah, Ga., where 

the balmy climate and the sunshine produced 

a most desirable change. I reached the Sunny 

South on January 25, and was greeted by a 

representative gathering of the undertakers from 

the city and surrounding towns. The first one 

to register here was J. C. Valentine, of Bruns

wick, Ga. Then came John H. Fox, J. A. Goette, 
W. T. Dixon and Thomas A. Henderson, of 

Savannah; W. Edward Platt, Augusta; J. M. 
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Connelley, Charleston, S. C.; E. B. Watson, 

Atlanta, representing Chappell, Chase, Maxwell 
& Co., of Oneida, N. Y. Among the many 
pleasant instances I remember in connection 
with this class is the kindness of Mr. Henderson, 
who was desirous of showing me the pleasures of 

real Southern hospitality. I was a guest at his 
beautiful home, and while at dinner, he opened 

a bottle of very old imported wine. The bottle 
was flat and square and the wine was more years 
old than I now desire to state. W. Edward Platt 
was associated with his father and his uncle, 
who conducted an extensive furniture business, 
with undertaking as a side line. At that time 
the real fine caskets were the Crane & Breed 

metallics and those manufactured by Chappell, 

Chase, Maxwell & Co., who had succeeded Jones 
& Dewey, and the productions of the Stein 
Casket Works, of Rochester, N. Y., who then 
made the show-case casket, and, as I remember, 

were the first to make cloth-covered caskets. 
J . M. Connelley, of Charleston, S. C., was 

located on Mission Street, and was the first in 
that city to put in a stock of fine caskets and 
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hardware. He was the second to take up em

balming, J. M. McAllister, who enrolled in the 

Brooklyn, N. Y., class in 1883 or 1884, having 

been the first. J. H.· Fox, of Savannah, who 

had been associated with Thomas Henderson, 

was in business as J. H. Fox & Co. He after

ward took his brother-in-law, Mr. Weeks, into 

partnership, and the firm was styled Fox & 

Weeks, until the death of Mr. Fox. Mr. Val

entine; of Brunswick, was a son-in-law to Wm. 

Moore, of that place, with whom he was as

sociated. Later, Mr. Valentine went to Macon 

and the establishment was continued as Moore 

& Son. J. H. Goette had succeeded his father 

who was too old to take up the new-fangled 

ways of undertaking. Mr. Goette's father said 

that if John wanted to waste good money by 

enrolling in the class he would be compelled 

to do so on his own account. A few years later 

the old gentleman and his wife said that their 

son made a good investment. 

Vicksburg, Miss., was next. How well I 

remember this old city during war times, when 

I was encamped on the outskirts for several 
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months, until the surrender of General Pem

berton to General Grant. But this visit, on 

February 9, IO and II, 1887, was about twenty
two years after. I remember pleasantly, 

Robert H. Stewart, of Natchez, for whom I em

balmed the body of a woman for shipment to 

Richmond, Va. The house was several miles 

away and was one of those stately homes, two 

stories high, with four rooms below and the 

same above, with a hall twelve feet in width 

and not a closet in any room. Coal grates were 

the only· means of heating the chambers. I 

recalled the beauty of the grounds, about the 

house as I knew it years ago, but at this time 

the many beautiful rose bushes which adorned 

the premises were shabby through neglect and 

the place was now, indeed, a sad sight. I re

member using the radial artery in this case and 

when I had finished, the friends were delighted to 

know that the remains could be sent to the 

former home of the deceased without fear of 

decomposition. In returning to the city to 

board a train, Mr. Stewart assured me we would 

reach the station in time. When we were within 
[ 164] 



REMINISCENCES OF EARLY EMBALMING 

two squares of our destination and were turning 

a corner quickly, the wheels on the side of the 

carriage on which I was seated, collapsed, and 

I was let out somewhat roughly, followed by Mr. 

Stewart. He called a negro boy to hold the horse 

and snatching up my bag led me a merry chase to 

the train. I am pained to record the death of Mr. 

Stewart. I remember, too, that he once told me 

that when he took the oath of allegiance, in order 

to buy supplies, he swallowed it with a big 

drink of whiskey. 

Albert Arnold, son of J. 0. Arnold, the vet

eran undertaker who was so successful and active 

before, during and long after the war, was then 

assistant to Frank J. Fisher, who was Mr. Ar

nold's head man and also a student of ours in 

September, 1882. Mr. Fisher was the first stu

dent from the far South. Some time afterward 

he wrote us of his first case of embalming, that of 

an unknown man, drowned in the Mississippi. 

He kept the remains three weeks, for identifica

tion, and every citizen saw the subject, or knew of 

the wonderful work of embalming. Henry Tay

lor, of Jackson, of the Taylor firm, who operated 
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a saw and lumber mill and controlled the under

taking business for miles around, was also a 
member of the Vicksburg class. The firm is still 
in business and prospering. A. B. Wagner, later 
known as Capt. Wagner, was another student. 
His nephew, Walter Wagner, however, attended 

to all the embalming. Frank J. Fisher was also 
among the stud en ts and under the name of 

Arnold & Fisher, now controls the business of 
Vicksburg. My last visit to that city was to 

lecture before the association. It was during the 
period of heavy rains and the city was almost 

inaccessible. My expenses were thirty-six dol
lars more than the association was willing to 
allow me, for this engagement, but, nevertheless, 

I gave them a good strong talk on embalming 
and demonstrated the facts on a colored subject. 

When I opened in Indianapolis, March 1, 2, 

and 3, 1887, George E. Gardner, son of Dexter 
Gardner and a grandson of E. D. Gardner, of 

Vincennes, Ind., was the first to register. My 
long and very favorable acquaintance with the 

Gardners made George very welcome, and I 
am proud to say he has met with great success 
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and his business is now conducted under the 
firm name of Dexter Gardner & Son. The old 
gentleman, now in the nineties, comes to the 
office every day to see that George is running 
the business correctly. He reads the news
papers and returns home for the day. It is a 

pleasure to meet these old reliable friends, and 
I am always glad to take them by the hand. 
R. P. Davis, of Vandalia, 0., was the next to 

enrol and Joseph Gill, of the old firm of Burn
ham & Gill, Washington, Ind., was there to get 
all he could , as was D. McDonald, of Edinburg. 
Herbert Irvin, with Charles E . Kregelo, Indian
apolis; Steven E. Hall, formerly of Defiance, 

and then with the Chicago Coffin Co.; C. J. 
Jacoby, Bunker Hill, Ill . ; Tom W. Demerly, 
with Blanchard & Co., but formerly with C. L. 

Scudder, La Fayette, completed the class. 
Through the courtesies of Mr. Robertson, of 

the Crawfordsville Coffin Co., I made Craw
fordsville, Ind. , the next objective point. I 
always remember in this gentleman one of the 
finest and most considerate men it has been 
my pleasure to meet in the trade, and in his 
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demise the company in which he was so keenly 

interested, the city and the profession at large, 

lost a most estimable friend. Mont Boord, of 

Covington, Ind., now president of the State 

Association, was the first to enrol here. He 

proved himself to be a very successful student 

and embalmer, as I learned during my visits 

in the few years of traveling in the interest of 

fluids . W. H. Hargrave, of Rockville, was 

also an enthusiast and made a success of em

balming. 

B. T. Mervel, of Waynetown, and G. F. Car

ver, of Crawfordsville, whose wife was a mem

ber of a later class at Indianapolis, both of 

whom proved efficient, were included in this 

session, but I have lost sight of Mr. and Mrs. 

Carver at this writing. W. J. Kendall, of Rock

ville, was successful. He succeeded his father 

but later went on the road for L. Hornthal & 

Co., Chicago. James H. Fetter, Peru, was an 

excellent student and a successful business man, 

and is still actively engaged in undertaking in 

that city. The loss of his son, a young man of 

great promise, was a severe blow, as only those 
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who have unfortunately suffered such a loss 
can appreciate. T. D. Morris, of Ladoga, was 
among the successes in the class. F. F. Doherty, 

of Crawfordsville, a brilliant youth of thirteen, 
proved a good student, much to his father's de
light, but did not remain in the business very 
long. G. M. Bennett, of Whitlock; F. S. Cum
berland, of Montezuma, and J. J. Birdell, of 
Waynetown, were also in the class. The latter 
developed a very successful business, judging 
from the quantities of fluid I shipped to him from 
Springfield, 0. At this time, Frank L. Snyder 

was the leading undertaker at Crawfordsville. 

For a short time he was succeeded by W. D. 
Jacox, now of Walnut Hills, Ohio. Mr. Snyder 
founded a horse insurance company, which, I 
have since learned, was not a howling success. He 
was the organizer of the Tribe of Ben Hur, an 
idea gained from Gen. Lew Wallace's masterpiece 

of that name. The General and his wife were 
buried by D. C. Barnhill, the real successor to 

Frank L. Snyder, with whose able assistance 
J. B. Swank has developed and holds the best 
trade in that city. 
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The fifth anniversary of our school was de
lightfully celebrated in St. Louis, Mo., March 

15, 16 and 17, 1887, by the enrolment of twenty 
pupils, as follows: 

Ira Tincher, Mexico, Mo.; Herman Schroder, 
Chester, Ill.; J. M. White, Lebanon; E. Stein

brinker, St. Charles; Louis Amend, St. Louis; 
George E. Lynott, Louisiana; E. Knell, Car
thage; H. A. Long, Louisiana; M. G. Schnoppel, 
Collinsville, Ill.; M. P. Parker, Columbia; P. 
Godfrey, Fulton; Andrew Story, Troy, Ill.; 
A. F. Lange, White Hall, Ill.; B. E. Grote, 
B. 0. Haenichen, Dennis Hickey, William Rut

ter, James Madden, with Anton Kron, and Henry 

Droste, St. Louis; John Benner, Jr., East St. 

Louis; John J. Freiburg, Jr., Quincy, Ill. 
This was, indeed, a memorable class, com

prising a truly representative gathering. It 
was just before Lent and the interesting fea
tures were numerous. The lectures and demon
strations were conducted in a hall on the corner 

of eleventh and Franklin Streets. John J. 
Freiburg, Jr., who was the first student from 
Quincy, Ill., has since developed a highly sue-
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cessful business. Although a German Catholic, 
he enjoys a large Protestant trade and has con
ducted the finest Masonic funerals ever witnessed 
in the city. I remember when I stopped off to 
solicit the Freiburg brothers, Joseph and Fred. 
The old folks shook their heads and thought it 

impossible for one so young as Joe to acquire a 
knowledge of embalming, and then the price of 
tuition, twenty-five dollars, seemed almost ex
orbitant. When I assured them, however, that if 
I didn't teach him how to embalm it would not 
cost even a dollar, it was finally concluded that 
Joe would go to St. Louis and I sold the folks ten 
gallons of fluid and a set of instruments payable 
when Joe beca~e an embalmer. Upon his 

return home, on a Saturday evening, Mr. Frei
burg, Sr., was at the station with a buggy, in 

which was an embalming cabinet containing sev
eral bottles of fluid. He greeted his son with the 
statement that the body of a short, stout woman, 
who had died of childbirth, was on hand, and 
if embalming was a good thing, he wanted proof 

in this case. Our method of removing the blood 
was by tapping the heart. This was followed by 
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thorough arterial embalming. The following 

morning Joe's father went to inspect the remains 
quite early, but not until he got the ice-box in 

readiness, since he expected it would be necessary 

to use it. But on his return he called Joe and 

told him that embalming was certainly a good 

thing, and added that in the future they would do 

embalming exclusively. I am glad to relate that 

the furniture business was soon sold out and a 

first-class establishment was fitted up, with a 
chapel, morgue, etc. I have conducted many 

courses in Quincy and had the valuable assist

ance of Professor Joseph J. Freiburg, not only in 

that city, but in many parts of the United States 

as well. If there is a difficult case of embalming 

in Quincy, Freiburg is usually called. Since the 

death of his father, he has acquired the interests 

of his mother and two brothers and now conducts 

the business on his own account at IO-I2 Main 

Street. I will write of the classes in Quincy 

later. 

I held the next session at Burlington, Iowa, 

March 22, 23 and 24. Here I was pleased to 

meet J. Nace, Carthage, Ill.; C. P. Wagner, 
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Grandview; H. Boettcher, Traer; F. J. Kellar, 
Salem; A. Warner, Mt. Ayr; Melvin Snyder, 

New London; J. V. Oblander, Bushnell, Ill.; 

W. B. Horton, Galesburg, Ill.; Fred L. Unter
kircher, Burlington; H. Bailey, Jr., Burlington. 
Mr. Bailey was a son of Dr. Bailey, who organ
ized the Embalming Burial Case Co. He en
rolled in the course to assist him in his duties 
as traveling salesman. Mr. Horton was a suc
cess, being justly adapted to his calling; I was 
always glad to see him, during my several visits 

to his city. He carried a stock of fine goods, 
which he sold at a fair price and always gave 

excellent service. Mr. Unterkircher is a born 
undertaker and a business man. He has served 
as Mayor of the city and with his brother, 
George L., conducted an establishment which 
excels any in western cities of Burlington's 
size. The two undertaking establishments of 
this city are an honor and reflect credit on the 

state. 

Dubuque, Iowa, was the next point of interest. 
It will be remembered that during the last three 
days of March, 1887, it snowed continuously, 

I 173 l 



REMINISCENCES OF EARLY EMBALMING 

but this did not interfere with the registration, 

as the room engaged for the lectures was spa
cious and comfortable and the eagerness of the 
audience made the time pass most pleasantly. 

Ed. McDonald, of Dubuque, was the first to 
register. Then came J. A. Voelker, F. J. Schrup, 
J. C. Gregory and the indomitable Mathias M. 
Hoffmann. My first meeting with "Mat" took 
place when he attended a previous session in 
Chicago. He has ever been our friend and has 
sent us two or more students, and at least two 

other students who enrolled for our correspond
ence course. His enthusiasm and energy have 

built for him a business as undertaker and casket 
manufacturer of goodly proportions. Others in 
attendance at this session were: Charles Spring, 
Le Mars; E. L. Mann, Boone; L. B. Beatty, 
Cascade; E. Hammersmith, Neola; R. G. 
Swan, Independence; William Nopper, Lan

sing; John Witter, Stone Lake; Charles Roberts, 
Strawberry Point; Louis Lessing, Algona; T. A. 

Beiler, Dubuque; J. J. Beck, Belleville; J. 
Baker, Greeley; D. N. Corwith, and Harry 
Armbruster, Galena, Ill.; A. F. Bishop and J. 
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Kinn, Mineral Point, Miss.; J. A. Mohr, Ponca, 

Neb.; Ed. Thompson, Hazel Green, Wis.; H. 
Nissen, Davenport, la. Mr. Nissen was the 
funny German of the class and always saw the 
comic side of ev.erything until the day I was 
finishing up with the demonstration. At this 
point he saw the scapel slip as I was opening the 

heart and I received a cut that bled profusely. 
A few stitches with a new needle and some 
thread enabled me to continue the work until 

completed. 
If I could have the pleasure of again talking 

to these gentlemen, those who are still enjoy
ing life, I would surely try to make the trip, 
and I believe that almost all would enjoy a dis

cussion of those days. 
Somehow there was some attraction about the 

Windy City, so we returned to Chicago. At 
least there was some attraction for me in the 
educational line and also for the sale of goods. 

The largest class I ever had there was during 
the World's Fair. Of this I will tell later. At 

this particular session the register was headed 
by A. L. Davis, Lockport; followed by J. P. 
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Greissel, Crown Point, Ind.; R. N. Newton, 

Yorkville; Louis Kerr, Ligonier, Ind.; C. F. 

Kuehner, Freeport; F. A. Le Pell, Valparaiso, 

Ind.; P. Dignon, H. S. Fassett, M .J. Hursen, 

C. F. Grasshoff, Chicago; G. W. Morris, 

Hoopeston; H. B. Schuk, Urbana; Charles G. 

Theleen, Kenosha, Wis.; W. V. McKinstry, 

Delavan. I remember many of these men, es

pecially Mr. McKinstry, largely because of his 

business ability and association work. I visited 

Mr. Theleen on two occasions and found him 

that same sturdy, prosperous man, so careful in 

his purchases, and equally so careful in the 

payment of his bills-always prompt. I visited 

G. W. Morris at Hoopeston, once afterward and 

was pleased to know that he always had a good 

word for the instructions he received. When 

I called on Mr. Schuk, at Urbana, I recall they 

had a fire extinguishing test between the cities 

of Urbana and Champaign. 

My success in Texas was never very encourag

ing, possibly because I did not appeal to the 

people there, just right. However, on April 

13, 14 and 15, 1887, I made another attempt 
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with a school in Dallas. The association had 

promised me a good class if I would consent 
to come, but it proved a white elephant. Of 
the eighteen that signed the register, only 
seven "came up" with the cash. I will not make 

mention of those who did or did not make good 
their promises. The class, as shown by the 
register, comprised the following members: 

B. J. Anderson, Palestine; A. N. Rogers, 
Paris; W. A. Brundage, Midlothian; G. D. 
Smith, Dallas; Ed. C. Smith, Dallas; L. S. 
Beckley, Lancaster; R. R. Dulin, Sherman; J. 

D. Rodgers, Sulphur Springs; J. J. Rackley, 
San Angelo; Robert T. Dennis, Waco; J. P. 

Crouch, McKinney and Farmersville; M. M. 
Rains, Marshall; Abe Flenner, Fort Worth; A. 
Sutherland, Cascanett; W. A. Rumple, Bre

mond; H. Harrigel, LaGrange; P. W. Linskie, 
Dallas; L. P. Robertson, Fort Worth; Joseph 
Shelley, Dallas. 

The jump from Dallas to Detroit, Mich., was 
attended with no little discomfort. Ed. Smith's 
assistant did not ship my charts as I had di

rected and they were a day late but I lost only 
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a half day, as I got to work at Joseph A. Dick's 
establishment, on April 19, 1887, and concluded 
the session the following Saturday. George E. 
Danners, Birmingham; Adolph Rupp, Monroe; 
E. W. Scofield, Morenci; George W. Chambers, 

Jackson; S. A. V. Blake and Jno. Gross, De
troit; F. E. Harris, Bellevue, O.; F. A. Hart, 

Oberlin, 0., made up this class. 
The following week Milwaukee was visited, 

and eight students enrolled, as follows: Henry 
A. Cole, Blunt, S. D.; A. Hahn, Hartford; 
J. Wendler, Milwaukee; Charles J. Noll, Water
ford; August B. Rugaber, Milwaukee; E. Lang
heinrich, Cedarburg; F. F. Fitch, Madison. 

When I visited Mr. Fitch later, I had the 

pleasure of ascending the dome of the state 
capitol. It was a bright, clear day, and I could 
count five beautiful lakes in close proximity. 

There is a fascination about Detroit to me, 
and I shall always hold it in kind remembrance. 
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Chapter XI 

Between Boiling and Freezing-Hotel Life at Waco
D. C. Lewis and the Circle of Willis-A Deadly 

"Floater"-"Caned" at Cleveland- A Three 
Days' School at Chicago, Editor H. S. Fassett 

Being One of the Students-A Corpse 
without a Brachia! Artery-"Caned" 

again at Lima, Ohio 

IN opening this chapter of reminiscences, 

I am pleased to start at Minneapolis, Minn., 

January 26, 27, 28, 1888. The lectures and 

demonstrations, the eatables and drinkables, 

were all had at the spacious ware-rooms of the 

Northwestern Casket Co., which was under the 

management of Messrs. Williams and Johnson, 

who have before and ever since guided the des

tinies of the very successful business. I can 

remember when the concern started as jobbers of 

funeral goods, under the name of Gorter, 

Williams & Co. It was fairly successful, but 

when it was found, in order to compete with other 

houses of greater proportions, that an incorpora-
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tion was the best method to adopt, Mr. Gorter 

retired and went on the road for a Chicago house; 

and, as I remember, the Cincinnati Coffin Co. 

established a branch there, and H. H. Parker was 

the manager with Peter Gorter on the road. 

The Northwestern Casket Co. was then occupy

ing an old wooden building of inferior propor

tions and very inadequate capacity for their 

growing business. I remember, too, that I was 

billed for a series of lectures at their place the 

latter part of June, when the thermometer hov

ered around the hundred mark, and I was com

pelled to retire for a day, until it was cooled 

off, and then we went ahead again. 

The temperature, however, during the holi

day week hovered near the zero point and we 

didn't leave the building until nightfall . I 

desire to give the names of this class, although 

many were written with pencil and are not 

very discernible, and on account of so many 

nationalities represented some of the names may 

not appear very intelligible. The first is E. J. 
Woodham, Fergus Falls, Minn.; A. Dockstader, 

Minneapolis; F. G. Lorenz, Centre City, Minn.; 
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Thomas B. Gorman, Maple Lake, Minn.; W.W. 

Shephard, Tower, Minn.; A. Brockowitz, Wino
na, Minn.; Nelson Herrick, Champlin, Minn.; 
Alfred Beausoleih, Washburn, Wis.; C. E. 
Lisher, Woonsocket, Dak.; Felix Kamrowski, 
Stevens Point, Wis.; R. Spahr, Minneapolis; 

Christian Voedisch, Menomonie, Wis.; Charles 
Gilpatrick, Royalton, Minn.; M. P. Caswell, 

Grand Forks, D. T.; J. H. Hockburn, Stillwater, 
Minn.; Charles Gengnagel, Wabasha, Minn.; 
Fred Wright, Winona, Minn.; George J. Hillyer, 
Winona, Minn.; W. S. Boice, Owatonna, Minn.; 

James Cram, Zumbrota, Minn.; George Theil
man, Wabasha, Minn.; P. H. Prendergast, 
Minneapolis; A. E. Losey, Brainerd, Minn.; 

John A. Morris, Chippewa Falls, Wis.; P. B. 
Philipp, Shakopee, Wis.; H. Williams, Wauke

sha, Wis.; J. H. Harris, Milwaukee, Wis.; 
E. D. Pearson, St. Paul, Minn.; W. P. Treat, 
D. N. Wells, Dayton, Minn.; W. P. Washburn, 
Minneapolis; J. B. Maynard, Ellsworth, Minn.; 
D. H. Whitney, Warren, Minn.; D. E. Rice, 
Wahpeton, D. T.; J. C. Engle, Albert Lea, 
Minn.; B. F. Lounsbury, Wahpeton, D. T.; 
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J. H. Harris, Anoka, Minn.; H. Friedrichs, 

Minneapolis; George J. Klein, Mankato, Minn.; 
A. H . Allen, Red Wing, Minn.; J. 0. Luger, 
St. Paul, Minn.; N. C. Langerson, Hutchinson, 
Minn. ; D. Slinger, Minneapolis; J. Johnson, 
Albert Lea, Minn.; P. F. Petersen, Albert Lea, 

Minn.; James F. Lang, Eau Claire, Wis.; Rup 

& Van Bank, J . P. Swenney, Jordan, Minn.; 
E . E. Hinkley, Lake City, Minn.; H. A. Myron, 
Hawley, Minn.; John M. Menssel, Winona, 
Minn.; D. H. Richardson, Northfield, Minn.; 
J. J. Worlein, Waterville; W. H. Davies, Minne
apolis; Louis Lessing, Minneapolis. 

We were at Fort Worth, Texas, February 

6, 7, 8, 1888. I was called to the country, to 
assist in embalming and conveying to Fort 

Worth, the remains of a very large man to 
be shipped to his former home in Kentucky, 
which was then considered a very difficult 
undertaking. I remember getting nearly three 
quarts of blood from the body before we injected 
a quart of fluid, which was followed by quite 
three quarts more in the brachia! artery. On the 
morning of the day following we drove back to 
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Fort Worth and shipped the body north. These 

facts were related to the class with much enthu
siasm by Undertaker George L. Gause. The 
names of the class were: J. D. Foster, Grand
bury, Tex.; B. F. Smith, Grape Vine; W. T. 
Gardner, Vermont; H. A. Andruss, Bowie; 
Charles Turner, Gainesville; S. Harriman, Den
ison; F. M. Flenner, Fort Worth; J.B. Schmitz, 

Denton; W. B. Carson, Pilot Point; G. L. 
Gause, Fort Worth; Fred Howard, Fort Worth; 
L. E. Gillett, Dublin; P. W. Linskie, Dallas; 

Andrew Witrel, Plano; J. R. Williams, Weather

ford; T. J. Kenny, Decatur, Tex. 
The next week was devoted to Waco. The 

hotel accommodations will be long remembered 
by many as being as poor, dusty and unsani

tary as could be described. Rooms had been 
secured for all that attended and more, too, but 
on our arrival every desirable room was fo nd 

taken. The one I was assigned to was twenty

seven, and I counted twenty-seven burnt 
matches on the floor that had been used for 
lighting the gas twenty-seven times, and the 
bed was neglected as many times; but there 
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was no neglect, when we paid our bills, in tell
ing the clerk what we thought of his hostelry. 

L. P. Peck, of the Waco Furniture Co., gave 
us a room in the upper floor of his store in which 
to hold deliberations and to lecture and demon
strate. Mr. Peck had the reputation of being 
a rather undesirable man to do business with 
among the commercial men. One who went 
with him to a new house, sold him over three 

hundred dollars' worth of furniture, and the 

order with Mr. Peck's name was sent to Chicago, 
but a few days later was cancelled because he 
bought a duplicate at five per cent. less of 
another agent. I think he is or ought to be out 
of business now. 

The first man to register was J. G. Fall, of 

Stephenson & Son, Waco; then followed J. P. 
Anderson, Waco Furniture Co., Waco; J. C. 
Wingfield, Temple; J. S. Holloway, Martin; 

Angelo Sala, Calvert; L. P. Peck, Waco (tui
tion unpaid); A. S. Koyer, McGregor; William 

M. Stephenson, Waco; Samuel Crine, Waco. 
I would not have you infer that there were no 

good men in Texas, or that I endorse General 
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Phil Sheridan's opinion of Texas. It is a won

derful state and is being settled by the very 

best of people, only my experience in Waco was 

not what anyone would desire, and the very 

undesirable features were Mr. Peck and the 

hotel. I forgot to mention that the landlord 

made no extra charge for the several bedfellows 

that annoyed one's personal slumbers. 

It was a long but pleasant trip to St. Louis, 

and on March 1, 1888, appeared: T. B. Volmar, 

of Carlyle, Ill.; Henry Quernheim, Waterloo, 

Ill.; D. C. Lewis, of Wellsville, Mo.; Middleton 

S. Bush, Centralia, Mo.; Frank Scheuring, St. 

Mary's, Mo. ; William Querheim, Waterloo, Ill.; 

William Coxwell, De Soto, Mo.; C. F. Fales, 

with William Keith, Jerseyville, Ill.; John 

Benner, East St. Louis, Ill.; Herman Schroeder, 

Chester, Ill.; H. L. Hart, Shelbyville, Ill.; 

Charles Moehrman, Staunton, Ill.; M. Roa, 

Edwardsville, Ill.; Charles T. Schroeder, St. 

Louis; M. L. Klunk, Alton, Ill.; Matthew R. 
Gaunt, Bunker Hill, Ill. 

Foot-notes:-C. F. Fales was the leading spirit 

on embalming at Jerseyville, and proved it a 
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success over the ice-box and glass jars full of 

ice, and finally converted his employer to em

balming. After Mr. Keith's death he had charge 
of the business and later became sole owner. 
D. C. Lewis, of Wellsville, Mo., at this writing, 
I9II, was the inventor of a new process of inject
ing the Circle of Willis, with a long curved metal 

tube or trocar. M. L. Klunk, Alton, Ill., was 

their leader. 
Joe Freiburg & Son arranged for a place for 

the lectures, in a room on Main Street, near their 

place of business, and also furnished bodies for 
demonstration. There were present: Charles 
Lippman, Maryville, Mo.; N. B. McCollock, 

Palmyra, Mo.; W. H. Wilson, Monroe City, 
Mo.; S. P. Spaulding, Paris, Mo.; W. R. Allen, 

La Belle, Mo.; Fred A. Weisner, Nauvoo, Ill. 

This noted old city was the rendezvous of Joseph 
Smith, the apostle of the Mormon Church, of 
the non-polygamous faith, and history tells us 
that he was killed here during an attack of 
the people on him and his church. A. W. 
Platner, Pittsfield, Ill.; Charles Lepper, also of 
Quincy, became interested and took an active 
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part, after his graduation, much to his father's 

delight; C. E. Oblander, Bushnell, Ill.; Edward 

Chapin, Chillicothe, Mo.; John A. Reed, Perry, 

Ill.; Edward S. Frank, Morendo, Ill.; Louis P. 

Schmitt, Warsaw, Ill.; Thomas Martin, Pal

myra, Mo.; E. E. Hawks, Keokuk, Iowa; Bab. 

Hardy, Lorain, Ill.; J. 0. Wade, Lorain, Ill.; 

J. S. Coombs, Bedford, Iowa; Edward Ketting, 
Warsaw, Ill.; W. 0. Hall, Abingdon, Ill.; 

Henry Feiburg, Quincy. 

During the progress of this class, one James 

Nutting, a fisherman, was drowned twelve miles 

above Quincy, supposedly by cramp, as he had 

nothing on his body but his shoes, and on the 
seventh day the body was found floating down 
the river, and was towed over to the Illinois side, 

where the coroner ordered it taken to Freiburg's 

place. The remains were placed on a truck and 

at noon of the second day of the class the 

hose was turned on to wash off the slime and 

mud. The class had assembled (just before 

dinner) around the body and the trocar was in
serted in the abdomen. When the odor be
gan to escape seven of the class started for the 
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back gate to get to the alley, and five were 
able to reach the alley, but two had to give 
up and lost all of their breakfast that had not 
been digested. The rest remained to see the 
carotid artery raised and a half gallon of fluid 
injected. We all went to dinner and returned 

promptly at I :30 and gave Mr. Nutting another 

injection. We then allowed him to rest until 
Friday morning when all took a hand in the 
demonstration. On Saturday morning the 
funeral was held in Freiburg's chapel; a hearse 
and carriage was furnished for the mother and 

sister and one for six pallbearers from the class. 
Before adjourning we agreed to conduct another 

class in Quincy and then to disinter the remains 
to note their condition. My register of March 23, 

1900, states that, after opening two graves, 
Nutting's was found; the casket was raised 
to the surface and, upon opening the shroud, 
his body was found in a good state of pres
ervation, but in less than twenty minutes his 
face and neck (that was natural) became 

very dark; due to the light. The body 

was reinterred and we went back to the 
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street car and home in a torrent of rain. 
At Burlington, March 9, IO and 11, 1888, 

U. Ita, manager of the Embalming Burial Case 
Co., furnished us ample room for lectures and 

the good work began on the morning of the 9th. 
There were in this class: Duncan Blaney, 

Alexis, Ill.; John H. Mulch, Memphis, Mo.; 
H. Manners, Crawfordsville, Iowa; E. J. Kelar, 
Salem, Iowa; S. G. Truitt, Ottumwa, Iowa; E. 

Fry, Mediapolis, Iowa; G. E. Gurney, Burling

ton; J. L. England, Danville, Iowa; C. T. Gard, 
Grinnell, Iowa; U. Ita, Burlington; B. Scho
maker, Ft. Madison, Iowa; A. W. Ecker, Mo
line, Ill.; George W. Countryman, Birmingham, 
Ia; C. L. Spielman, Blandinsville, Ill.; J. L. 
Harden, Good Hope, Ill.; W. C. Hall, Abing

don, Ill.; Robert Kuhn, Nauvoo, Ill.; Mel
vin Snyder, New London, Ia.; George Bregh, 
Burlington, Ia.; Harry Verharem, Vinton, Iowa; 
0. P. Wagner, Grand View, Iowa. 

Indianapolis, March 15, 16, 17, 1888, we met 

in the parlors of Charles E. Kregelo. Present: 

A. Landig, Arcadia, Ind.; H. Rothman, Worth
ington, Ind.; Harry McKay, Rockville, Ind.; 
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William Loudon, Michigantown, Ind.; S. B. 
Purvis, Kokomo; H. J. Hinsen, Martinsville; 
S. S. Boaz, Noblesville, Ind.; Calvin Bennett, 

Sugar Creek, Ind.; W. L. Kerlin, Greenville, 

Ohio; H. Crowell, Summitville, Ind.; D. Mc
Donald, Edinburg, Ind.; Harry Cummins, Shel
byville, Ind.; G. F. Carver, Crawfordsville, 
Ind.; Frank Munchoff, Anderson, Ind.; Albert 
Hager, Wheeling, W. Va.; Jesse B. Grantham, 
Roachdale, Ind.; L. . L. Hamill, Homer, Ill.; 

R. Hillis, Greencastle, Ind.; J. C. Kruse, Cham

paign, Ill.; J. 0. D. Lumpkin, Brownsburg, Ind.; 
P. M. Brison, New Ross, Ind.; J. F. Bechtel, 
Lebanon, Ind.; Thomas W. Demerly, Indian
apolis; C. J. Buchanan, Indianapolis; C. F. 
Brown, Lebanon, Ind.; Joe H. Busby, Oakland, 

Ill.; Robert Adams, with C. E. Kregelo, In

dianapolis. For this class I had a body shipped 

by express from Cincinnati. 
Cleveland, Ohio, March 20, 21, 22, was the 

next date. We had with us: William McMillen, 

Greenville, Pa.; J. E. Furba, Cleveland; H. L. 
Bay, Liverpool, Ohio; Wm. Wischmeier, Cleve
land; Jacob Engle, New Bedford, Ohio; John 
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Ducro, Ashtabula, Ohio; Eli Shook, Hinkley, 0.; 
John A. France, Harlem Springs, Ohio; J. W. 

Arnold, Townville, Pa.; T. C. Ellsworth, West 

Richfield, Ohio; Charles F. Sipe, New Lisbon, 

Ohio; J. Greenslade, Bellevue, Ohio; George A. 
Nunn, Clevland; William Oliver, C. Sanders, 
Ashtabula, O.; C. P. Jameson, North East, 
Pa.; Lorenz Horn, Amherst, 0.; F. L. Krock, 
Huron, Ohio; H. H. Beelman, Bloomville, Ohio; 
A. V. Asive, Medina, Ohio; J. H. Hittle, 
Creston, Ohio; John A. Engleberry, Ver

million, Ohio; L. Wagner, Cleveland, Ohio; 

C. Rosecrans, Cleveland; C. E. Brown, Berea, 
Ohio; W. C. Frazee, Ashland, Ohio; George 
Wickens, Lorain, Ohio; E. M. Chapman, At

water, Ohio; H. A. Heimrath, Birmingham, 

Ohio; Frank Fanta, Cleveland; Charles Kauf
mann, Cleveland; J. M. Benschoten, Welling
ton; H. P. Bassett, Warren, Ohio; Emil Raus, 

Cleveland; J. Wolf, Cleveland; F. R. Goodrich, 
Girard, Ohio; F. William Heidt, Erie, Pa.; 

J. H. Brown, John Beckenbach, Cleveland; 
Anton Crone, Massillon; D. M. Bailey, Newton 
Falls, Ohio; Wm. Green, Cleveland, F. E. Har-
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ris, Bellevue, Ohio; William Fies, Marion, Ohio; 
W.W. Van Gorder, New London, Ohio; A. D. 
Booth, Greensburg, Ohio; M. S. Bridges, Brecks

ville, Ohio; Julius Hug, Navarre, Ohio; J. C. 

Butler, Carrollton, Ohio; F. W. Weingartner, 

Cleveland, John Herboldt, Galion, Ohio; G. C. 
Mapes, Collinwood, Ohio; James W. McGorray, 
Cleveland; John S. Orr, Youngstown, Ohio; 
Daniel Meyer, Osnaburg, Ohio; Jacob Franz, 
Corry, Pa.; John S. Wise, Bellevue, Ohio; 
Henry W. Ickes, Elmore, Ohio; Frank S. Fall, 

Port Clinton, Ohio; S. S. Patterson, Deersville; 
Ohio; A. F. Merner, Bristolville, Ohio; R. B. 
Ransom, Oberlin, Ohio; H. Huffman, Cleveland; 
A. N. Canfield, Litchfield, Ohio. 

One very pleasant feature to me was that 

during the noon hour, in the lecture room and 
in the office of the Cleveland Burial Case Co., 
the members were busy talking over something 

of interest, and at the close of the lectures 

and before beginning the work on the cadavers, 
John I. Nunn, of Cleveland, unfolded a beau
tiful gold-headed cane, and with remarks, as John 
could deliver them, I was made the happy recipi-
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ent of this magnificent present which I now, 

on special occasions, and on dress parade with 
my wife, carry as an emblem of appreciation, and 

am often asked to show it. The inscription 

reads: "Presented to Prof. J. H. Clarke by his 

Cleveland, Ohio, class, March, 1888." 

Chicago, March 22, 23, 24, 1888, was our next 

stop. At Indianapolis the Cincinnati School 

had grown to a boy of the first year's school age, 

and was just six years old. The growth was 

so phenomenal in numbers of students that it 

really seemed as though nearly all had been 

taught that desired to learn, but at this date of 

writing (April, 1911), our registers show about 

12,000, and the end is not yet. At Chicago, a 
goodly number of new, and a few old students, 

were ready to greet me and I am pleased to re

cord the names of Charles G. Chamberlain, 

Lockport, Ill.; S. Bleitz, Somonauk, Ill.; George 

McClure, Cambridge, Ill.; Louis Kerr, Ligonier, 

Ind.; J. S. Bowers, Orland, Ind.; A. L. Davis, 

Lockport, Ill.; P. H. Smith, Wyoming, Ill.; 

P. Westenberger, Hartford, Wis.; Philip Ott, 

Michigan City, Ind.; B. Pfeffer, Lenore, Ill.; 
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Peter Geisen, Crown Point, Ind.; Herbert S. 

Fassett, Chicago; E. L. Nash, Lake View, Ill.; 
Frank D. Cuhlen, Quincy, Mich.; Hamilton 
Stewart, Hancock, Mich.; W. A. Hockschild, 
Howard, Mich.; G. F. Luenner, Chicago; 
George J. Busse, Chicago; William Borcherding, 
Chicago; E. E. Gladfelter, Ottawa, Ill.; W. L. 
Fisher, Canton, Ill.; J. J. Shehan, Chicago; 
Henry J. Culp, Waukesha, Wis.; E. N. Crane, 

Rantoul, Ill.; John Dames, Jr., B. McNeil, 
Chicago; R. D. Kerr, Ligonier, Ind.; M. A. 
Dawson, Gardner, Ill.; N. H. Potter, Evansville. 
Ind.; A. B. Wright, Three Oaks, Mich.; T. J, 

Sadler, Joliet, Ill.; J. Huber, Crown Point, Ind.; 

Henry Schweder, Chicago; John Daily, Joliet, 

Ill.; P. Madderson, Roseland, Ill.; J. H, 
Spricter, Kankakee, Ill. ; John H. Hughes, 
Milburn, Ill . ; Edwin Clothier, Elgin, Ill.; 
Frank Mencl, Chicago; D. R. Evans, Racine, 

Wis.; N. S. Pratt, Plainfield, Ill.; D. H. Potter, 
Evansville, Wis.; Nathan A. Griffin, Waukegan, 
Ill.; William F. Heeg, Shabbona, Ill.; C. 
Neidow, Dalton, Ill. 

This being only a three days' class, I am unable 
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to remember anything unusual excepting that 

while a number had thought the time too short 
to learn how to raise an artery, the round of 

thanks and good words following was evidence 

of a great deal more than was expected. And 

Mr. Borcherding said if it cost twice as much he 

wouldn't care a cent. Phil. Westenberger said, 

"If it cost three times as much I wouldn't care," 
if only he thought he could raise the arteries. 
B. Pfeffer said, "I was glad that I came over to 

Chicago, if for nothing else, I got s6me arteries." 

R. D. and Louis Kerr said they knew that I 

would give them more than they paid for because 

I was a Hoosier, and had been in their house in 

Ligonier. I was, indeed, glad to hear these 

expressions of confidence and good will. I have 
always found it best to give all I promised and 
more, too. 

My next appearance was at Lima, Ohio, and a 

goodly crowd was there to greet me and at the 

end of this I will say what Jake Moser said 
and did to me and what followed, by Capt. Bill 
Smith, now in that most delightful country 

where all good undertakers and embalmers lie 
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down to rest, and to greet those who follow. The 

first name of this class was William Smith, and 
then his son Horace C. Smith, of Findlay, Ohio; 
S. A. Griffin, Rawson, Ohio; and then that 
genial man that every "angel of funeral com
merce" learned to love--Jacob Moser, of Lima; 
William H. Clark, St. Mary's, Ohio; not because 

of his name, but for his sterling qualities. Then, 

G. B. Vore, of Mendon, Ohio; and W. H. 
Tabler, Westminster, Ohio, was there, too, and so 
was J. S. Cowan, of Delphos. There have been 
many changes in Delphos. The last one to 

instruct was Ben. Jauman, who has made quite 
a hit in real estate; S. A. Snyder, Carey, Ohio, 

William J. Murray, Harrod, Ohio, and B. B. 
Bitzer, whose father, Conrad Bitzer, Napoleon, 
Ohio, was a good customer and became a friend 

to embalming. J. B. Shaffer and his partner, 

Bomgardner, of Cridersville, Ohio; William 
Frester, Middlepoint, Ohio; William Wilson 
and son, Bluffton, Ohio, and Jesse L. Applegate, 
of Anna, Ohio, who frequently comes to the 
college and always has a good word for embalm

ing, and says he dates his success in the under-
[ 196] 



RE.MI ISCENCES OF EARLY EMBALMING 

taking from the time he attended this and other 
classes of the Cincinnati School of Embalming. 
Edwin C. Walton, of the Crane & Breed Manu
facturing Co., M. Barnhart, with the Cleveland 
Burial Case Co., and Fred W. Brooks, of the 

Cincinnati Coffin Co., honored the register with 
their names and something to help fill the pocket

book. B. F. Worthkoeter, of Glandorf, Ohio; J. 
C. De Long, Payne, Ohio; Anton Miller, St. 
Henry's, Ohio; W. A. J. McDaniel, Celina, Ohio, 

were also there. I remember visiting Mr. 
McDaniel's place several times, and the perfect 
order and system with which he conducted his 
business, and his stock of furniture and funeral 

supplies, would be a credit to a very much larger 

city. S. Matter, Leipsic, Ohio; and Cal. Moser 

were also there, and so was C. B. Sterling, of 
Columbus Grove, Ohio. 

When the firm was Samuel Sterling & Sons, 

C. B. Sterling asked me to embalm the body of 
a man who had died of consumption, and the 

family agreed to it provided the doctor would 
consent and be present. This was two or three 
years before the Cincinnati school was estab-
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lished. The doctor was sent for and he insisted 
on raising the brachial artery, and after making 
an incision from the shoulder down nearly to the 
elbow, said: "Unfortunately, the poor man did 

not have any brachial artery," and departed; but 
before he got back to his office I had the artery 
raised and was injecting the fluid. Some one 

sent for the doctor again and he came sailing 
in and said: "Didn't I say that this man had no 
brachial artery?" He then wanted to hunt 
around to see if we really had found it, but Mr. 
Sterlin said no, that he had done enough mis

chief already. 
J. B. Huber of Leipsic was also in attendance 

at Chicago; so were J. E. Roberts, Columbus 
Grove; J.B. Banks, Dunkirk, Ohio; J. W. Scho
maker, Ottawa; S. Davis, Ada, Ohio; Mrs. J. 
M. Schibb, Antwerp, Ohio; John Cameron, Dun
kirk, Ohio; B. L. Vore, Van Wert, Ohio, and 
William Ketcham, Shanes' Crossing, Ohio. 

When the lectures and business features of 
this meeting were over and we were saying the 
usual farewells, Jacob Mosher entered the arena 

and said he had something to say regarding 
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Captain Bill Smith, as being the silver-tongued 

orator of the Northwestern Ohio Embalmers' 
Association, and added that he had a duty to 
perform that delighted the innermost auricular 
ventricular heart that dwelt in his and every 
member's breast. He said I had been in their 
midst for the several days past and had dealt 

in talks that he knew were appreciated by all, and 
in behalf of the class, he held in his hand an 

article of convenience, comfort and beauty that 
he hoped I would wear with as much pleasure 
as it was his, in behalf of the Northwestern 
Ohio Funeral Directors' and Embalmers' Asso
ciation, to present it; and, so saying, he pulled 
from the wrapping a beautiful gold-headed cane 

and handed it to me. If some one had hinted 
such a thing was to take place, I would have tried 

to have ready a reply. But as I remember, I had 

to wait a few minutes to allow those weeping 
eyes to dry and say what I did and I will not re
peat my remarks here, but I shall ever cherish 

this handsome gift, and, when on my walks in 
the sunshine or shadow, ever remember these 
good people. 
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Chapter XII 

"Daddy" Thornton-Major Hickman and the Student
A Wichita Speculation-W. D. Alverson's Beginning 

as an Embalmer-A Successful Colored Student 
Who Was Trusted for His Tuition-The 

Editor of The Casket Takes a Course-So 
Does a Friend of Jefferson Davis-

Bill Nye Mentioned-Professor 
Clarke's Breakdown and 

Temporary Retirement 

IN the last chapter I gave a list of all the 
classes, beginning at M inneapolis, and end
ing at Lima, Ohio. 

Kansas City was visited April 3, 4 and S, 
1885. Those registering were: S. W. Davis, 
Paola, Kan.; Michael Reed, Hastings, Neb. 
(I remember Mr. Reed's enthusiasm for the art 
of embalming and the state association; he was 
one of its founders and was its president); M. P. 
Parker, Columbia, Mo.; James C. Lee, Carthage, 
Mo.; James M. Derr, La Plata, Mo.; Stephen 
Ball, Holden, Mo.; Joseph Martin, Lees' Sum
mit, Mo., now doing a fine business in Parsons, 
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Kan. ; D. V. Thornton, of Higginsville, Mo. 

(who after his graduation was given the title of 
Professor, because of his interest in the good work 

and wisdom of speech before the association; 
he was also present when we organized the Mis
souri Association and was enthusiastic in the 
selecting of its officers; he now bears the 
familiar name of Daddy Thornton, and for many 
years has been a very successful representative 
of the Embalmers' Supply Co., and has a host 

of friends among the profession. When last I 

talked with Professor Thornton he said he 

wanted to quit the road and go to Texas to live; 
when he quits he will leave many friends to 
mourn his departure); H . D. Cheshins, 
with E. Stein & Son, Kansas City; D. H. Eb
bert, Louisburg, Kan.; J. H. Jordon, Stan
berry, Mo.; P. F. Westphal, Shell City, Mo. ; 

B. M. Wisners, of Roth & Co., Kansas City; 
Daniels & Comfort, Kansas City, Kan.; M. H. 
Alexander, Marshall, Mo., who afterward re

moved to St. Louis, Mo., and occasionally taught 
classes in embalming, using Clarke's text-book; 
W. B. Raymond , Kansas City, Kan.; John W. 

[ 201 l 



REMINISCENCES OF EARLY EMBALMING 

Wagner, Kansas City, Mo.; (the business was 
then Wagner & Mathews; since the retirement 
of James Mathews, Mr. Wagner has held the 
place of prominence and has been an enthusiast 

in his profession, and in the association work); 
H. 0. Wellington, Memphis, Mo.; Edward 
Fritz, Hannibal, Mo.; T. 0. Sanderson, Rich 

Hill, Mo.; Charles P. Eberle, St. Louis; F. X. 

Runnenburger, Harrisonville, Mo.; E. Stine & 
Son, Kansas City, Mo.; William Spivey, Liberty, 
Mo.; S. B. Neyman, Pleasant Hill, Mo.; H. J. 
Schuler, Valley Falls, Kan., and last but not 
least, George B. Hickman, familiarly known 

as Major Hickman, and a goodly pleasant man 

was he. It fell to my lot to start the birth 
of the Missouri Association, and I was re

quested to make the nominating speech that 
made Major Hickman its first president. The 
major was also a member of the first embalm
ing board and used all the dignity of a pre
siding officer due the functions of his import
ant position. He has long since passed to his 

reward. I will not mention how he got tan
gled up with one of my students who was 
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right up to date. When the major saw fit to 
give him audible questions he answered read

ily and then put some in return to the major, 

in rapid time, and the major told him he was 
a student and to take his seat and await the 
next list of questions. Before leaving Kansas 
City, H. W. Kindle, Wichita, advertised me as 
instructor to the members of the Kansas Uni
versity of Embalming, of which he was presi

dent. 
Wichita, Kansas, April 6, 7 and 8, 1888. Mr. 

Kindle, securing a body at Kansas City, Mo., 

took it with him; otherwise we would not have 

had material for demonstration. The list of 

students included: W. W. Sholes, Fredonia, 
Kan.; W. L. Crawford, Lyons, Kan.; L. F. 
Tidyman, Manon, Kan.; S. B. Livingston, 
Kingman, Kan.; J. H. Cree, Kingman, Kan.; 
N. W. Perry, Oxford, Kan.; C. C. Sweetland, 

Haven, Kan.; W. P. Strough, Baxter Springs, 

Kan.; T. F. Axtell, Winfield, Kan.; D. C. 
Irwin, Winfield, Kan.; George Perry, Ottawa, 
Kan.; A. D. C. Harvey, Baxter Springs, Kan.; 

John C. Troughton, Garden City, Kan.; H. W. 
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Kendle, James W. Neeld, Charles W. Francis, 
J. H. Dunlop, Wichita, Kan. ; E. W. Barber, 
Belle Plain, Kan.; C. E. Leedom, Belleville, 

Kan.; J. T. Oldham, Eldorado, Kan.; J. T. 
· Holmes, Wichita, Kan.; Joseph E'elton, Har
per, Kan.; George C. Thornburg, Harper, Kan.; 
M. W. Brown, Douglas, Kan. 

At this time the great boom of Wichita 
was ready to collapse, and I saw several people 
there from the east that were investors in Wichita 
soil. I was requested by a friend in Springfield, 
Ohio, to go and see his brother's widow who had a 

residence property worth normally about $2,500, 

and who was offered $22,000 for it. I begged her 

to let it go and said, "Don't stop until the trans
fer is made." The transfer was made the follow

ing day, for $12,000 cash and a mortgage for 
$rn,ooo. In less than a year she had $12 ,000 and 
her home. The people said they would have as 
good a town as Kansas City, Mo., and urged 
me to invest, but I hadn't any money for 

Wichita soil, although the farmers of Kansas are 
probably the richest of any Western state in 
the Union. 
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From bleeding Kansas my route was back 

to Texas and I really enjoyed the ride through 
that part of Kansas and Oklahoma. I thought 
if I invested in real estate it would be in Okla
homa, if the topography of the country was a 
criterion to its future greatness. 

On April IO, the doors of admission were 
thrown open at Waco, Texas, and the meeting 
was opened with Rains-not the rains from the 
clouds, but with M. M. Rains, of Marshall, who 

has been raining good words of counsel for edu

cation, elevation and association, and his name 

is still present in the annals of the great state of 
Texas. Then came John W. Gray, Cleburne; 
A. S. Holloway, Martin; William Wade, Paris; 

Alexander Lowe, Victoria; J. J. Rackley, San 
Angelo; H. Harigel, La Grange; and the ever 
and always P. W. Linskie, of Dallas. If Linskie 
had let John Barleycorn alone, and kept right 

along with his business, he could today have 
been a wealthy and highly honored man. He was 
always on hand when any good was to be done, or 

any obstacle to be overcome. His present suc
cessor was then his principal assistant and the 
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business of this very rapid growing city of Dallas 
was controlled by P. W. Linskie and Edward C. 
Smith. I remember well A. Harrington, who 

came from Sherman to obtain and give good 
counsel to those assembled. Tom Hillier, of 
Franklin, and George L. Gause, of Fort Worth, 
were there, and J. P. Crouch of McKinney 
Springs; C. Rotzien Cuero, of DeWitt; T. P. 

Ennis, Fort Worth; C. B. Sutherland, Corsicana; 
L. P. Robertson, Fort Worth; Samuel Crim, 

Waco; and there was our esteemed friend, W.R. 
Green, of the Cleveland Burial Case Co., who, 
I am sorry to say, is no longer on this earth. 

It is not a long distance from Fort Worth, 

Texas, to the great crescent city of the south, 

unless your footgear is not the best and the 
road via tie-pass all engaged, and aside from 
the dust, the ride via Houston to New Orleans 
was rather enjoyable. I was greeted by six good 

. pleasant faces, all eager to grasp what could be 
obtained concerning the art of preservation. 
The writer has been in this dirtiest (then but 
not now) and healthiest city on the entire length 

of the father of flowing waters more than once. 
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There were present on this occasion: A. F . Bult

man, Magazine Street; Dennis Donegan and 

Jacob Leitz, all of New Orleans; J. E. George, 

Lake Charles, La., and H. Jacobs, Vicksburg, 

Miss. The lectures were given at the show-rooms 

of the Orleans Manufacturing Co., and the 

demonstrations at the Charity Hospital. 

While I have not been in New Orleans in re

cent years, I learn of the great improvements 

in the nature of the business, and at this writing, 

April 19, we have a lady student from there 

whose ambition is to get the very best and latest 

preparation for the state board of embalmers. 

It was very hard to get many of the undertakers 

to take up embalming, especially in the French 

quarters; but now it is fast becoming very popu

lar, and New Orleans should be one of the fore

most cities of the lower Mississippi in this 

respect. While there as an employee of Francis 

Johnson, W. D. Alverson was recognized as the 

best embalmer in the city, and he did much to 

promulgate the value of embalming as a method 

of preserving the human dead. 
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Chattanooga, Tenn., April 24, 25, 26, 1888; 

famous for its place in history during the civil 

war and its Lookout Mountain, Mission Ridge 

and Walnut Ridge. 

Until my last visit there, in 1909, the firm of 

L. J. Sharp & Co. always sent a student-and 

every embalmer they have had received my 

instruction. On this occasion (1888) James Ward 

was their representative. Others present were: 

F. C. Pierall, with J. Ling, Chattanooga; Henry 

B. Rule, Knoxville, Tenn.; N. W. Vought, 

Stevenson, Ala.; Tom Wade, with E. B. Carter, 

Huntsville, Ala.; John W. Phillips, Gadsden and 

Anniston, Ala.; A. L. Hartsill, Cleveland, Tenn.; 

J. D. Smith, Jellico, Tenn.; Calvin Brown, 

Decatur, Ala.; H. W. Horner, Cleveland, Tenn.; 

Jesse R. Starnes, Asheville, N. C.; William 

Hallett, Soddy Creek, Tenn.; Alexander S. 

Murray, Griffin, Ga.; J. H. Scott, Chattanooga; 

B. H. Veal, Cartersville, Ga.; S. 0. Sawyer, 

Anniston, Ala.; J. C. Bayless, Johnson City, 

Tenn.; P. Bingston, Chattanooga, Tenn.; W. C. 

Edwards, Cartersville, Ga. 
[ 208) 



REMINISCENCES OF EARLY EMBALMING 

Nashville, Tenn., May 8, 9, IO, 1888. J. A. 
Carter, Winchester, Tenn.; M. M. McCastlin, 
Pulaski, Tenn.; Percy Dillon, Greenvale, Tenn.; 

T. M. Evans, Athens, Tenn.; J. W. Henry, 
Springfield, Tenn.; J. P. Cox, Lebanon, Tenn.; 
F. N. Wilson, Shelbyville, Tenn.; W. G. Smith, 
Trenton, Tenn.; W. S. Lively, McMinnville, 
Tenn.; W. G. Turrett, Ironton, Tenn.; R. R. 

Blair and W. E. Coale, Goodlettsville, Tenn.; 
Preston Taylor, Nashville, Tenn.; T: E. Mc
Reynolds, Clarksville, Tenn., and Henry W. 

Kellogg, Nashville, Tenn., comprised the names 
on the register. 

Of this class, the only colored man was Preston 
Taylor, and when I solicited his attendance his 
office, warerooms and display parlor were about 

ten by eighteen feet, and upstairs on the second 
floor, with probably a dozen cheap coffins, he had 
a cooling board and a very limited stock of hard

ware. He was then and is yet a Baptist minister. 
He told me he was very anxious to learn embalm
ing as he knew it would help his business, and he 
needed all the business and money he could get 
and that he did not have any money to pay for his 
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tuition. I told him he did not need any money; 

that I would trust a face that was as good as his, 

then and now. He began to increase his business, 

and while I never asked for my money he paid me 

in full, and says it was my visit to Nashville 

that made him what he now is, worth probably 

$200,000. He owns a large cemetery, a splendid 

business property, and his trade is sought by all 

manufacturers. T. E. McReynolds is also a very 

successful member of this and other classes. 

Jesse R. Starnes was at one time in a fine busi

ness. Misfortune caused a drop and he lost out, 

but has since recovered and is doing well again. 

He told me it was hard to keep a good man down. 

Louisville, Ky., was visited May 15 to 18, 

and to go to Louisville and not have a good 

hearing would be a sad disappointment. It was 

always a central point, with good railroad and 
river accommodations. The list here was headed 

by William Merker and John S. Hill, New 

Albany, Ind.; E. R. Hutchings, Carlisle, Ky.; 

W. F. Lyles, Smith's Grove, Ky.; John Schoen

laub, Louisville, Ky.; A. L. Marshall, Shelby

ville, Ky.; M. Nance, Paducah, Ky.; M. L. 
l 210 l 



REMINISCENCES OF EARLY EMBALMING 

Searcy, Leather's Store, Ky.; R. Rogers, 
Frankfort, Ky.; T. H. Easton, Mt. Sterling, 

Ky.; John S. Henry, Hawesville, Ky.; Joseph T. 
Statin, Frankfort, Ky.; W. H. Pyles, Campbells

burg, Ky.; J. Valentine, New Castle, Ky.; 
Gran W. Smith, Louisville; Walter E. Glover, 
Louisville; W. 0. Morton, Louisville; J. M. 
White, Horse Cave, Ky.; J. P. Frazer, Somerset, 
Ky.; G. S. Gray, Brownstone, Ind.; T. L. 
Horn, Owensville, Ky.; Thomas Gliddon, editor, 

The Casket, Rochester, N. Y.; John A. Browning, 
Mayfield, Ky.; John Middendorf, Covington, 
Ky.; William Willen, Covington, Ky.; Frank 
Effinger, Paducah, Ky.; W. Hollis, Pembroke, 
Ky.; William C. Betz, Newport, Ky.; Mrs. 

Will :am M. Shober, Chenoa, Ill.; J. H. Taylor, 
Louisville, Ky.; W. R. Woods, Sebree, Ky.; F. 
Kipping, Carrollton, Ky.; C. H. Hancock, Sey
mour, Ind.; F. P. Taylor, Nicholasville, Ky.; 
Charles Williams and H. Williams, Crothers

ville, Ind.; John J. Barrett, Louisville; Ky.; 
R. R. Lame, Shelbyville, Ky.; George Ratter

man, Louisville; Robert J. Taylor, Louisville; 
D. W. Roland, Madisonville, Ky.; C. F. 
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Saunders, Franklin, Ky.; Coots & Willey, Jef
fersonville, Ind.; Harry Morgan, Henryville, 
Ind.; A. F. Kipping, Carrollton, Ky.; William 
Watson, Louisville; L. D. S. Patton, Somerset, 
Ky.; J. W. Shafer, Jeffersontown, Ky.; W. S. 

Stone, Harrisonville, Ky.; R. F. Pelouse, Louis
ville; Michael Regan, Louisville; and R. R. 
Long, Shelbyville. 

Milledgeville, Ga., May 22 and 23, 1888. 
The first capital of the state was reached by a 
circuitous, one train a day, route. This was on 

the occasion of the meeting of the State Associa

tion and on account of the unusual crowd, the 
ladies of one of the churches gave a concert at the 
court-house, and the writer was asked to an

nounce the different parts as the program indi
cated. This was a delightful and interesting en
tertainment, and caused us all to forget the sad 
features of the funeral business. Tom Pollard 
and C. H. Swift, of Atlanta, were conspicuous, 
but have since passed to the great beyond. W. 
Edward Platt, Augusta; Charley Torbett, 

Columbus; John F. Barclay, now in heaven; 
W. C. Edwards, the man with the grip, from 
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Cartersville, and about forty others were in the 

photograph taken on the steps of the court

house. 
Mobile, Ala., May 28, 29 and 30, 1888. This 

beautiful old city is situated on the bay that 
bears its name and furnishes the best oysters of 
the southern Atlantic coast. I remember that 
a traveling man from New York, with whom I 
had made the trip, said if he could only get some 
fine New York counts he would gladly pay one 

dollar for a dozen; and I escorted him to Smith

son's oyster and fish restaurant, where I had 
eaten oysters many times before, and said that 

I had brought him a customer for those big fat 
New York count oysters, while I wanted a dozen 
Mobile Bay. We were both served from one 
basket, he paying a dollar and I thirty-five cents. 
When we had lighted a cigar and started out he 
informed me it was the most delicious oyster he 

had eaten since leaving New York. In this in

stance the price made the quality. Col. Tom 
Roche told me of Smithson's eating-house, and I 
always remembered his kindness. During my 
last trip to Mobile, I learned that Mr. Smithson 
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had passed over the river, and the colonel was 

confined to his home with illness, and he, too, 
has since passed over the great divide. Capt. 
P. F. Alba was then in his glory. He was an 
artist of some ability, a writer of prose and poe
try, was a great friend of Jefferson Davis, and 

visited his widow and daughter at their home 
nearby in Mississippi. He was a believer in 
embalming, and asked that I give him private 

instructions and to say nothing about it, which 
I did for a liberal consideration on a body that he 
furnished. 

James T. Gaudin, of Medlin & Gaudin, Tus
caloosa, Ala., was first to register at this class, 

and then came T. F. Leake, of Montgomery, who 
had been a student at Cincinnati, in 1884; W. 

C. Campbell, of Williamsen & Campbell, Mont

gomery, Ala.; S. B. Hutchinson, Pensacola, 
Fla., who was the first one to take up the art in 
Western Florida, and who proved a great success. 
A few years later, I was in his city when he had 

the funeral of a child dead of diphtheria. The 
family was from the north and desired to take 
their child to their home, but the health officer 

[ 214] 



REMINISCENCES OF EARLY EMBALMING 

would not permit it. Hutchinson and I assured 
him that by thoroughly embalming and wrap
ping the body in cotton saturated with a strong 
solution of bichloride of mercury and placing it 

in a metallic casket, it would be perfectly safe; 
but he said no, and ordered all the household 

goods burned. Hutchinson is now no longer on 
this side of Jordan. Thomas T. Roche, P. F. 
McKay, William V. Beroujon, R. N. Hudson, 
Mobile, also were in attendance. W. P. Crow, of 
Montgomery, was a very peculiar crow, who 
always said Old Crow could do it when a difficult 
case was to be embalmed, and Crow could do it. 

E. M. Lovelace, of Brewton, Ala., was also there. 

The newsgatherer of one of the papers who had 
said many nasty things about the meeting, 
became very angry when we refused him ad

mittance to the lecture room and the demon
strations, and then he said more bad things 
about us. He met me at the depot on my de

parture. 
Asheville, N. C., was next, and July ro, 

II and 12, 1890, were the dates. Nearly a 

year had elapsed since the last course was 
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held in Mobile, and I have no record of any 
work in embalming except being present at 
some state meetings. I have a very pleasant 
remembrance of the Asheville class and those 

who attended. The first to register was James F. 
Woolvine, of Wilmington, N. C., then followed 

George L. Dantzler, Greenville, S. C.; John M. 
Barnes, Henderson, N. C.; M. A. McDougall, 

Laurinsburg, N. C.; J. R. Parker, High Point, 
N. C.; John W. Brown, Raleigh, N. C.; C. W. 
Parker, Charlotte, N. C.; F. H. Vogler, Winston

Salem, N. C.; S. Sheetz, Fayetteville, N. C.; 

J. V. Brown, W. A. Blair, P. B. Brewton, Jesse 

R. Starnes, Asheville, N. C. Mr. Brewton told 
me, several years later, that he buried the man 
who moved his well and wrote a piece about it, 
and that he saw the identical well, and when 

Asheville lost Bill Nye, the lecturer, poet and 
author, it lost one of its most favored residents. 
W. A. Blair was also there. In addition to his 
undertaking business, he conducted a large fur
niture store. His father ran a country style 
hotel with good home cooking, and I used to eat 
at his table. Frank H. Vogler, one of the nicest 
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and most successful men of the old Tar-heel 
state, and his good, grand old father, whom I 
used to meet at the conventions, now passed to 
his rich reward. The two Browns-John V., of 

Asheville, whose wife is running the business, 
while J. V. stands around and looks on. But 
old John W., whom I met last at Detroit, in 

September as a delegate from North Carolina, 
seemed as young, as jolly and happy as he was 
nearly twenty years ago. J. R. Parker, of High 
Point, has retired from burying the dead and is 
now preaching their funerals, and I feel sure that 
he is capable of doing great service in the work of 

saving souls. The good work of James F. Wool
vine in association matters is one to be remem

bered. Jesse R. Starnes, of whom I spoke on a 
previous occasion, will no doubt remember the 

trouble that was given us over a body which he 

secured for demonstrations and which was in a 
state of advanced putrefaction. He had to hide 
it in his kitchen (his wife was away on a visit); 

and after we had gotten the remains in good 
condition, J. V. Brown reported the case to the 

health authorities, and Mr. Starnes had to bury 
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the dead man before we could get to work on 

him. Jesse is back in the trade again and is do
ing well, if he does bury a large number of the 
colored people. 

After concluding my work at Asheville, I 
broke down and was almost in a state of nervous 
prostration. Thinking that a year off would 

enable me to recuperate, so as to re-engage in 
the business that was nearest my heart, I tried 

southwestern Louisiana and assisted in the form
ing of a town site and named it Lakeside, to 
plant and grow the orange and get rid of a ter

rible case of catarrh, which I did, and about 
$3,500 besides, in the failure to successfully grow 
the orange. After the trees began bearing, a 
fellow, whose first and last name was frost, came 
along. I was, therefore, successful in losing my 

catarrh, the oranges and the money, but gained 
a good experience and my health back again, 

and am able now to do nearly as much work as 

ever. 
When I returned, I engaged with P.A. Schind

ler & Son, in the undertaking business, at Spring
field, Ohio, and for five months tried my very 
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best to like and enjoy the quiet of that kind of 
life, but I got nervous for a more active occupa

tion and told my partners I would like to go out 

. and tell the people more about embalming. 
I forgot to mention that while in the far-off 

Southland, a young French woman died of ty
phoid fever, and I was asked to cross the lake at 
midnight to embalm the body for the funeral the 
next day. My entire outfit was a small syringe 
which I had previously used as a sample, a 
scalpel and arterial tube. Dr. Hall was with me, 
and we made up a gallon of strong saturated 

solution of chloride sodium and injected it in 
the bracial artery, leaving the basilic vein open 

to allow the blood to flow, which it did in a stone 
milk crock, and we had to remain for and direct 
the funeral which, I assure you, was one that I 
had heard would be the case, but had never seen. 
There came every class of vehicle drawn by oxen, 

cows and native ponies-then ponies to ride and 
many people on foot. The Catholic clergy was 

sent for, but could not get there in time, so the 
doctor and I had to officiate. I forgot to say that 
in addition to injecting the chloride solution, we 
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injected a half-gallon kerosene to finish the work; 

one quart was put in the cavity. 

I had always been successful in Louisville, 

Ky., and on February 8, 9, IO and II, 1892, I 
opened up at Gran W. Smith & Son's place at 

Seventh and Jefferson, with a full house consist

ing of A. Judson Graham, Frankfort, Ky.; 

Joseph Brock, and J. B. Adams, Stamping 

Ground, Ky.; J. H. Payne, Stephensport, Ky.; 

Joseph Chastien, Deputy, Ind.; Thomas R. 

Biggar, Manchester, Ohio; D. D. Blincoe, 

Lewisport, Ky.; L. D. Bax, Louisville; Charles 

ute, Flemingsburg, Ky.; David Smith, Louis

ville; T. M. Ramey, Eminence, Ky.; C. R. 

Cottrell, Bardstown, Ky.; J. F. Hurst, Flemings

burg, Ky.; M. G. Lehman, Midway, Ky.; 

John W. McMeekin, Georgetown, Ky.; Lee S. 

Taaffe, Warsaw, Ky.; W. F. Kipping, Carrollton, 

Ky.; W. A. Sutton, Mt. Sterling, Ky.; Mrs. 

William Watson, Louisville; Newland Gwinn, 
New Albany, Ind.; W. 0. Rigney, Lancaster, 

Ky.; C. U. Bosley, Lebanon, Ky.; T. Hawley 

Payne, Bowling Green, Ky.; Frank Fitch Adair, 

Louisville; John C. Schildt, Louisville; A. F. 
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Dyer, Elizabethtown, Ky.; J. S. Collins, Rich
mond, Ky.; Mrs. Cora B. Woods, Louisville; 
H. M. Reese, H. T. Wilson, Frank Zettle, J. 

Edward Caldwell, Louisville; Oscar Williams, 
Mitchell, Ind.; Edward N. Shrader, New Al
bany, Ind.; George Wright, John H. Miller, 

George H. Ratterman, Louisville; R. E. Creel, 
Lebanon, Ky.; Boyle Nichols, Danville, Ky.; 
John S. Shannon, Shelbyville, Ky.; Charles 
Williams, Crothersville, Ind.; Carna Williams, 
Seymour, Ind.; George C. Eastman, Mt. Sterl
ing, Ky.; Joseph A. Martin, with H. W. Miller, 

Owensboro, Ky.; Scott W. Moore, Eminence, 

Ky. I remember the funeral of J. Edward 
Caldwell, and was one of the honorary pall

bearers. The cause of death was a sad and pitiful 
one, indeed. 

It was only recently on a trip through a part of 
Kentucky, where I had the pleasure of meeting 
W. 0. Rigney, Lancaster; J. S. Collins, Rich

mond; A. Judson, C. Eastin, Mt. Sterling; R. 
Roger's Sons. 

In looking over and reading the names of this 
class, many refreshing memories are brought 
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back, and when I see the names of those that 
have passed over the river, and those who are 

reaching their three-score-and-ten mileposts, it 
makes me feel that, I, too, am nearing the end 
when I will have to succumb to the inevitable, 
and I wonder if I have done my share of work on 
this earth, and shall pass away forgotten, or will 

it be said of me the world has been benefited by 

my having lived in it, and that I have gone to my 
just reward? If I have done injury to any that 

I have had business relations with, it was done 
with the head and not the heart. It is true that 
I have made mistakes; who has not? I have not 

been able to please everyone, but I have tried 
to give value received in every instance, and will 

gladly meet face to face any that I have done 
an injustice to and make amends. I have ever 

tried to tell the truth, as well as I knew, and 
if I had my life to live over again, I do not 
know that I could better it. I shall always hold 
in grateful remembrance those who have aided 
me in accumulating a sufficient amount of 
this world's goods to keep myself and wife 
from asking aid or assistance from those whom 
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I have been able to place on the road to a suc

cessful life and competence; and I shall ask 

nothing more than to be remembered as the pro

fession's most obedient servant. 

[ 223] 



Chapter XIII 

Colored People Object to Demonstration on Cadaver
Successful Lady Embalmer-Prosperous Ohio Towns 

-Professor Clarke's First Performance of the 
C3'sarian Operation-Victims of "John Bar

leycorn''-Present Governor Gardner Was 
a Member of the Class at St. Louis 

- George Lynch Clung to the 
Ice-Box-Tribute to"Uncle" 

Charles A. Miller 

T HE beginning of this chapter of 

reminiscences will be dated at Nash

ville, Tenn., February 16, 17, 18 and 

19, 1892. In looking over the names I can al

most see the faces of those whose hands placed 

them there, and I will cherish these registers 

as long as I live and hope they will be kept 

sacredly for many years after I have passed 

away. The first name in full bold plain hand is 

Job Umphlett, of Jackson, Tenn., whose noble 

face and genial expression stood out in bold 

relief when he said to me: "I am not familiar 

with the methods of embalming, but my son, 
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whom you taught several years ago, would have 

done the work that I must now do. His death by 

drowning was a sad and irreparable loss. Please 

do by me as well as you did by him." I assured 

him I would do my very best. We were placed 

in the same room the first night because there 

was no other place to go. There were two 

other men in the same room and only two beds 

and we had to double, and I remember that 
soon after retiring, the other bed collided with 

the floor, and amid our hearty laughter, ours 

followed suit and a noise of no little magni

tude ensued, which brought the office force of 

one clerk and one negro, and several of our 

class who were sleeping near by. The beds 

were strengthened and we returned to our 

sheets of innocence and repose. Others an

swering the roll call were: H. L. Smith, \,Vood

burn, Ky.; H. A. Proctor, Franklin, Ky.; W. T. 

Drury, Sullivan, Tenn.; W. T. Wells, Gallatin, 

Tenn. While Mr. Wells was then an old man, 

he told me how well he remembered quartering 

the soldiers of both sides during the Civil War; 

he buried a number of them. T. E. McReynolds, 
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Clarksville, Tenn., was very progressive and 
proved a successful business man. I wish I 
could step in to his store and ask him if he re
members the circumstances attending the use of 
a colored girl for demonstrations, and how we 
had to do our work quickly and sew up the 
wounds and deliver the body to the mob of 

colored people who were getting ready to storm 

the place. W. S. Combs, Jr., Nashville, will also 
remember the little darkey that had a liver which 
weighed eighty-five and one-half ounces, not 
counting the rabbit's foot found in his left vest 
pocket. N. P. Morrison, of Florence, Ala., prob
ably will; if not, J. W. Haynes, of Nashville, will; 
or Sam P. Sanders, of Broad Street, will. J. T. 
Suit, Sardis, Ky.; F. W. Throp, Hartsville, Tenn.; 

W. M. Finney, Bryson, Tenn., are other names 

on the list. An old reliable enthusiast who was 
always present was W. Hollis, Pembroke, Ky. 

F. C. Guthrie, of Nashville, was then an ad
vocate of the war on the Johnny side, but a 
genial, courteous gentleman. Another sturdy 
resident was B. P. Jackson, of Gallatin, who 
made as much noise as anybody, but didn't 
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like the smell of a dead man and always had 
to "take suthin'" to stay his stomach. T. N. 
Wilson could stand anything, even a good 

cigar. W. R. Cornelius, of Nashville, buried 
more soldiers of both sides than any other 
undertaker in the South. There was also 
present W. S. Cook, "Bill" Cook, if you please, 
the effervescing, indomitable Cook-not Doctor 

Cook, but Bill Cook-who successfully kept the 
Tennessee Association alive and succeeded in 

getting the embalmers' bill passed in the house 
and senate. W. F. Henry, of Springfield, Tenn., 

was there. T. Kroomer, of Nashville, helped 
to make the crowd complete and pay the rent 
of Simmons Hall, Union Street, near Summer. 
Before the death of W. R. Cornelius, his son, 
Tom, was and is now in charge of the busi
ness which is the oldest in Nashville, if not 
in the South. M. S. Combs, Sr., has retired from 

business and his son M. S. Combs, Jr., con

ducts its affairs with the assistance of the in

domitable W. S. Cook.1 I could here say some-

' Mr. Cook is no longer a shining light in Nashville, but 
now lives somewhere in Texas. 
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thing concerning the anatomy of the body that 

occurred at this school, but I prefer to hold 

it back for another time. 

Columbus, Ohio, February 23, 24, 25, 1892, was 

the next date. The lectures were held at the 

Grand Central Hotel and thirty-two registered 

and were all present during the entire course. 

The first was Mrs. Anna Smith, South Pearl St., 

Columbus, who made a grand success in embalm

ing, and until her second marriage was very 

popular as an embalmer. Her second husband 

thought he could support his family without 

assistance from her at the embalming table. 

George R. Wieser, Lithopolis, Ohio, was present, 

and genial, enthusiastic Frank P. Goble, of 

Dublin, Ohio, who says he loves the work as a 

duck loves the water. When I saw Frank last, 

about ten years ago, he looked as young and 

could laugh as loud as when I first met him. He 

says he is going to live long enough to embalm 

his old teacher of embalming. I will refer to 

some others: B. A. Durkee, Ashley, Ohio, and 

Hazel D. Curl, Cardington, Ohio. Hazel is the 

name usually assigned to a female, but this 
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Hazel was truly a lady's man, although there 

was no curl in his hair if there was one to his 

name. George Balthaser, Amanda, Ohio; John 

A. Wright, Democracy, Ohio; H. A. Morgan, 

New Lexington, Ohio; George F. Hummel, 

Sugar Grove, Ohio; L. M. Clouse, Westerville, 

Ohio; Harley E. Deffenbaugh, Tarlton, Ohio; 

J. E. Bigelow, Richwood, Ohio; R. E. Thomas, 

Broadway, Ohio; Charles W. Lane, East 

Liberty, Ohio; E. M. Jones, Granville, Ohio, 

and James A. Oliver, Logan, Ohio. 

The names of these Ohio towns are hardly 

known outside of the county, and yet when 

you visit them there is a stir of business, with 

good streets, fine country and prosperous peo

ple; also undertakers with stocks of fine caskets, 

hardware and drygoods, and hearses or funeral 

cars that would be a credit to cities many times 

larger. They are up to date in everything and 
took up embalming long before some of the city 

undertakers did. J. S. Knight, Nelsonville, 

Ohio; John C. Thirkield, Piqua, Ohio; John 

Powell, Radnor, Ohio; John T. Bonner, Chilli

cothe, Ohio; Harrison Stoker, McComb, Ohio; 
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George Bonner, Chillicothe, Ohio; Aaron Ogles
by, Sedalia, Ohio; John A. Wallace, Buchtel, 
Ohio; James W. Shaw, Savannah, Ohio; C. F. 

Lehman, Logan, Ohio; Robert H. Hicks, Den
nison, Ohio; David T. Taylor, Wilmington, 

Ohio; W. E. McCormick, Mt. Vernon, Ohio; 
W. H. Pence, West Jefferson, Ohio; C. M. 
Richards, Wellston, Ohio; Ferdinand W. Getz, 
Lancaster, Ohio. 

A number of the above members have either 
retired from active business or have gone to 
their long home. C. M. Richards, Wellston, 

Ohio, has passed over the river. R. F. Thomas is 

on the road for some supply house. James A. 
Oliver, I learn, has died. 

Indianapolis, Occidental Hotel, March I, 2, 3, 
1892. This was the largest class I have ever 
talked to in the Hoosier City. There were 

present: Jed Gard, West Union, Ill.; W. J. 
Kendall, Rockville, Ind.; Frank W. Hurst, 
Marshall, Ill.; S. A. Buscher, Cicero, Ind.; 
John Blair, Evansville, Ind., then assistant to 

John H. Klee, and at this writing (April, 19u), 

principal or head man, who does all the buy-
[ 230 l 



REMINISCENCES OF EARLY EMBALMING 

ing, and a splendid good all-round man. To 
continue: Simeon Bunegar, Cromwell, Ind.; 
James M. Humphreys, Linton, Ind.; W. S. 
Hooks, Ohio City, Ohio; E. N. Covert, Scipio, 
Ind.; D. W. Williams, Venedocia, Ohio; M. E. 
Chastain, Coatesville, Ind.; Will Hardy, Tip
ton, Ind.; G. H. Ham, Michigantown, Ind.; 
Abe Boner, Shelburn, Ind. ; Ray E. Swope, 
Stilesville, Ind.; 0. D. Lumpkin, Brownsburg, 
Ind.; J. F. Davis, North Salem, Ind.; 0. C. 
Smith, Jamestown, Ind.; H. L. Renner, Sand
born, Ind.; A. A. Conarroe, Modoc, Ind.; J. C. 
Wilson, Acton, Ind.; John T. Waters, Pitts
boro, Ind. ; George W. Edwards, Spencer, Ind.; 
Lewis Miller, Thorntown, Ind.; J . C. McMul
len, Kempton, Ind.; Carna Williams, Seymour, 
Ind.; Edward L. Armstrong, Rossville, Ind.; E. 
McHose, Edinburg, Ind.; C. M. Spencer, King
man, Ind.; Mollie M. Spencer, Kingman, Ind.; 
Ira F. Brown, Warren, Ind. ; D. B. Cauble, 
Carlisle, Ind.; J. M. Burk, Westport, Ind.; C. 
C. Turner, Bloomington, Ind.; Clayton E. Cox, 
Sheridan, Ind.; T. P. McBride, Sullivan, Ind.; 
Aaron Acton, Clayton, Ind.; D. C. Barnhill, 
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Crawfordsville, Ind . ; Fred Graber, Indianapo

lis Coffin Co.; J. M. Hunter, Bloomington, 

Ind.; W. T. Rominger, Hartsville, Ind.; Jacob 

Kreag, Arcadia, Ind. 

C. C. Turner of this class is no more on this 

side. It is reported that his too familiar ac

quaintance with John Barleycorn caused a 

premature demise, and it was the taking away 

of one of the city's best and most respected 

men. Too much prosperity caused the failure 

of one other-J. M. Hunter. While he had to 

dig and work hard and faithfully he was happy 

and contented. I have in the operating room a 

large-sized monkey. It belonged to Professor 

Gentry's animal show and died of consump

tion. It was embalmed through the brachia! 

artery ten years ago. Also a beautifully plumed 

parrot, both prepared by Mr. Hunter and sent 

to me as a present. The saddest sight was his 

appearance at my office about three years ago. 

I wished he had not come to see me. What a 

great shame that men of unusual ability will 

lose sight of all that is good. But D. C. Barnhill, 

of Crawfordsville, is a man of pure gold, and he 
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has an assistant, one of my students, that I 

know will never travel that road. Fred Graber, 

an honest son of the German kind, has now 

passed to the Great Beyond, but not in company 

with John Barleycorn. T. P. McBride is still 

in Sullivan, and excepting his deafness, 1s m 

excellent health. 

Minneapolis, March 7, 8, 9, IO, 1892. This 
is within a few days of the tenth anniversary of 

the Cincinnati School of Embalming, and our 

certificate of this date bears the name of Clarke's 

Cincinnati School of Embalming. The list of 

students was as follows: P. L. Kramer, Kenyon, 

Minn., who was the first to sign the register; 

J. R. Sumner, Northfield, Minn.; George W. 

Baker, Grand Rapids, Wis. I learn that he has 

accumulated enough and has retired. I have 

enjoyed several nice fishing trips with this big

hearted man, and have visited his home a few 

days at a time. His daughter was a student later 

on at Milwaukee or Oshkosh. Then there were: 

Samuel Olsen, Willmar, Minn.; J.B. Maynard, 

Ellsworth, Wis.; C. E. West, Brookings, S. D.; 

Robert Earl, Minneapolis; Robert Hunt, Hud-
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son, Minn.; Edward 0. Crook, Luverne, Minn.; 
Nathaniel F. Warner, Minneapolis. I never 

conducted a class at Minneapolis that Nat 
was not present. It was in his place of busi

ness, then known as Warner & Son, that our 
first school was held, and mention was made 
in an earlier article of preparing a body in 

his place to go to Canada. The work was done 
before the class. F. A. Bronson, Bancroft, 
Iowa; A. B. Olmore, Madison, S. D., and 
Andrew E. Laberg, Minneapolis. The most 
comical incident occurred during this class 

when the last-named student asked if I would 

go and embalm a woman who had "died by a 
baby." He said he had instruments, fluid and 
everything. We found the body of a short, 
stout Swedish woman lying on the cooling 
board and no one in the house. The husband 
and children had gone to a neighbor's, to remain 
until the time of funeral. The woman had died 
of the grip a month before the expected birth 

of her child. The casket was not wide or deep 

enough, and when I told him we would have to 
get a larger one in order to perform the Cresarian 
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operation which, I explained, was to remove the 

child, he said, "Take the baby away." This I 

did not attempt to do until I had embalmed the 

body. He opened his grip-sack and unrolled his 

instruments and then brought out half a dozen 

beer bottles of fluid which I used through the 

right brachial artery, removing blood from the 

basilic vein. We used all the fluid except one 

bottle which was to be used in the cavities of the 

child. After removing the child, which was a 

fine boy and weighed, Laberg said, about ten 

pounds, I observed and detached the cord which 

was in nearly a double knot and which I carried 

with me and had for several years. We wrapped 

the child (after injecting the cavities), dressed 

the mother, placed her in the casket and laid 

the child in her arms, cleaned up the room, 

placed the casket in the other part of the house, 

and I took the car and went to lecture to my 

class. Laberg came in an hour later and said 

the people were pleased beyond expression at 

the fin-~ appearance. This was my fir:,t experi
ence of performing the Cresarian operation. 
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But to finish our roll-call: Charley Johnson, 

a former student, of Minneapolis; E. L. Fisher 

and L. M. Reed. Reed was a partner of Mr. 

Warner. At the end of this class a man, killed 

by accident in a Pullman car, was brought to 

Mr. Warner's place, wrapped in the blankets 

of the car, and in a mangled condition. The 

work on this body was performed by members 

of the class, under my direction, and we had a 

very presentable body. 

Cincinnati, April 4, 5, 6, and 7, 1892. I have 

a few reminders of this class, showing how beau

tiful is life when it can be made manifest that 

a liberal share of good is done without the 

recipient having any knowledge of its source. 

We gather up the few flowers in our pathway, 

and in after-years know that some good words 

were said that tended to redeem some poor, 

erring person. Perhaps one who was an atten

dant at this class will remember a part of my 

talks that were not on embalming. His letters 

a few years later proved how it changed his 

whole life for the better. 
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Frank P. Taylor, of Nicholasville, Ky., was 

first to head the list at John P. Epply's par

lors, Nin th and Plum Streets. It was my pleasure 

to call on Mr. Taylor, and I found him in posses

sion of a lively house and place of business 
adjoining, with everything but horses under 

one cover. The neat and tidy appearance of 

the place was an indication of a prosperous busi

ness. The usual Kentucky hospitality was ex

tended. Then there were: Samuel Hindman, 

Morrow, Ohio; James H. Wood, Mt. Olivet, 

Ky.; J. R. Wilson, Augusta, Ky., who is now 

no more; J. W. Richard, Ripley, Ohio, sent 

by W. S. Grim; I. N. O'Neal, Portland, Ind.; 

G. N. Crawford, West Union, Ohio; Fred Maun

tel, Aurora, Ind.; John D. Platter, Peebles, 

Ohio; Daniel H. Daehler, Portsmouth, Ohio; 

Sam W. Helvie, New Carlisle, Ohio; John W. 

Hill, Hamilton, Ohio; George eidhard, Tay

lor's Creek, Ohio, who began the work when a 

mere boy and the people who employed his father 

for the funerals thought the lad was too young, 
but when they saw his ability they wanted him 

to do the embalming, and he now is sole owner 
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of the business. Williamstown, Ky., sent R. H. 

Elliston to learn the art of embalming, and 
after a little talk with this silver-tongued orator, 
I wondered why he chose this instead of the law. 
I have heard him before the Kentucky State 

Association as a member and as its president, 
and his words of exhortation are of great value 
to all who can hear him. He loves his profession 
and his people all love him. I would gladly hear 
him again. 

W. G. Tracey came from Sedalia, Ohio, and 
Franklin Anspach from Tippecanoe City, Ohio. 
I remember him as an ardent student, eager to 

grasp all he could gather. J. I. Griesmer, Mor
row, Ohio; W.W. Butler, Cincinnati; A. Murray, 

Mitchell, Ind.; Charles H. Clarke, Springfield, 
Ohio; George J. Rediker, Cincinnati; · Frank 

Westerman, Cincinnati, who since has become 
his father's main support as head man at 835 
Freeman Avenue; F. J. Wrassmann was then an 
employee of a good old-fashioned and old fogy 
firm that thought the embalming was all hum

bug, and he had hard work to get away long 
enough to attend school, but he came, learned it, 
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and is now of the firm of Wrassmann & Barf
knecht, and doing a splendid business in a 
splendidly equipped establishment. Frank P. 
Vorhis, Lockland, son of F. M. Vorhis, who by 
close attention have both won the confidence of 

all around them and are doing well; H. J. Berg
feld, Delphos, Ohio; Frank Stengel, Hamilton, 

Ohio, who has retired from the undertaking 
business; Nicholas Zwick, Cincinnati; Edward 
R. Ferguson, who is now the Pacific Coast 
representative of the Cincinnati Coffin Co.; 
Walter McClure, Bellbrook, Ohio; W. H.Morris, 
Bellbrook, Ohio, who has now (I9II) a business 

in Osborn and Dayton, Ohio; E. H. Skees, 

Charleston, W. Va., who, I learn, is a successful 
operator; William Clouser, Greenfield, Ohio. 
If Mr. Clouser had as good business qualities 
and could push his several inventions as well as 
he can produce them, he could have had an 
abundance without the profession of undertak
ing; Nicholas J. Bonner, Hamilton, Ohio, was 
a good business man, and at his death his father 

lost a valued partner, but overwork and not 
enough care for his health produced consumption 
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and he has been sleeping the last long sleep for 

several years. Grimes Nicholson, Manchester, 

Ohio, a successful undertaker and manufacturer 

of furniture, sold his undertaking business to 

W. E. Edwards, who had added to the business 

and prosperity, and a partnership with John 

Barleycorn. He lost all, and the business is in 

the hands of the B. F. Wilson Co., with every

thing the best. 0. J. Fuller, Marietta, Ohio, 

successor to S. H. Fuller, his father, has kept 

the name of Fuller up to what his father left 

him, but improved the business greatly, as the 

younger blood and enterprise will always do. 

William Hartman, Alexandria, Ky.; Wilson 

Unglesby, Lebanon, Ohio, is still in business, 

and his son is conducting the business at Frank

lin, Ohio. Philip 0. Stark (colored) had a good 

business on Hunt Street, Cincinnati, and had 

he paid his bills as well as he could, he might 

have been doing better today. E. B. Bradly, 

Butler, Ky.; James Gilligan, Jr., recently a 

member of the Ohio Legislature, who is now 

in the undertaking business in the stand his 

mother used to have. He was better known 
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as Joe; Patrick Kelley, Carthage, Ohio, was the 

last to register in this class at Cincinnati. 

St. Louis, Mo., Lightstone Hall, corner 

Franklin and Eleventh Streets, April 19, 20, 

and 21, 1892. This was a class of fifty-three 

members, and the foot-notes enable me to make 
or write many reminders, and those who read 

this chapter will join me in saying it was a memo

rable occasion, especially the entertainment 

supplied in a banquet by the Mound Coffin 

Co., under the management of the lamented 

Kregel, whose untimely demise left a void 
among the manufacturers of great ability in St. 

Louis. I have always thought that his retire

ment from that institution was a mistake. He 

was a prince among the trade, and a thorough 

business man which would have been proven 

could he have but lived. I wish to open this 

class with the hope all are living today and 

enjoying the fruits of their labors, in a state 

of prosperity, partly due to what they learned 

during this week in St. Louis. George C. Miller, 

Unionville, Mo., was first to register and then 

followed: E. P. Metcalf, Springfield, Ill.; J. W. 
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Frey, Monett, Mo.; W. J. Heisel, Brunswick, 
Mo.; J. W. Butt, Nebraska City, Neb.; L. W. 
Sumpter, Clarence, Mo.; J. B. Dale, Edwards
ville, Ill.; George E. Bundy, Roodhouse, Ill.; 

W. H. Ryan, White Hall, Ill.; Ben Merck, 
Highland, Ill.; Henry Finger, Marissa, Ill.; 

George Schmarre, Staunton, Ill.; George Begley, 
Poplar Bluff, Mo.; H. Bleckman, Washington, 
Mo.; Henry W. Bachman, Jr., Lebanon, Ill.; 
J. F. Hart, Montgomery, Mo.; J. W. Luckett, 
Elsberry, Mo.; F. P. Kitchen, Clinton, Mo.; 
L. Nagel, H. Rindskopf, A. H. Meyer, E. F. 

Meyer, A. J. Pfeiffer, John Hahn, J. E. Crews, 
William F. Paschedag, William Michel, F . 
Mullenbrock, S. M. Piper, Fred D. Gardner 1 

(St. Louis Coffin Co.), all of St. Louis; M. J. 
Walsh, East St. Louis, Ill.; W. F. Suda, Louisi
ana, Mo.; E. D. Lewis, Wellsville, Mo.; John 
Lind, Effingham, Ill.; Charles Schneider, Colum
bia, Ill.; Charles P. Van Sickle, Girard, Ill.; 

A. F. Lang, White Hall, Ill.; Robert A. Hock, 
Cape Girardeau, Mo.; Henry Klunk, Alton, 
Ill.; George F. Seward, Hillsboro, Ill.; G. H. 

1 Now (1917) Governor of the State of Missouri. 
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Spannagle, Nokomis, Ill.; Charles Rusch, 
Litchfield, Ill.; Louis Kohler, Cobden, Ill.; 
G. W. Leeper, Chandlerville, Ill.; Martin 

Schroeppel, Collinsville, Ill.; B. Haussler, Cen

tralia, Ill.; John F. Huston, Virden, Ill.; Joseph 
J. Freiburg, Jr., Quincy, Ill.; A. J. Siegel, 
Waterloo, Ill.; C. Hoffmann, North 20th Street, 
St. Louis. 

Some foot-notes: The opera, "Jane," was 
tendered the class by the St. Louis Coffin Co., 

and I have had occasion to remember the char
acter of Jane ever since. Not a smile, grin 

of laugh could be brought to that face mid all 
the funny things that were said and done and 
kept the house in an uproar. The banquet, 

tendered by Mr. Kregel, manager of the Mound 
Coffin Co., was a great success. We sat down 
to the table soon after five o'clock, when all 
the good things to eat and drink were supplied, 

amid toasts, speeches, words of good cheer and 
expressions of hope for a meeting of similar 

character a year hence. The festivities were 
only ended when Messrs. Piper and Gardner, 

of the St. Louis Coffin Co., notified us that 
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reservations at the Opera House were awaiting 

us and we all formed in line and marched to our 

respective seats. Among the other members of 

this class was a young man, or boy, B. Haussler, 

of Centralia, Ill., where I visited him several 

years later, when he was the head of the firm of 

Haussler & Cornell, doing a very lucrative busi

ness in furniture and undertaking, and he told 

me he dated his success in the undertaking busi

ness from the time he went to St. Louis. I re

member, too, that George Lynch, of St. Louis, 

had the remains of a lady that Mr. Haussler was 

to take back to his home for burial, and she was 

laid in the ice-box with a fifty-pound cake of ice 

on top of the body, and the face and neck were 

badly discolored from pressure. When Mr. 

Lynch . was asked why he didn't embalm the 

body, he said he wanted the body to reach its 

destination in good condition and that embalm

ing was a fraud and he would not do it. 

Henry J. Klunk, of Alton, is no more of this 

earth. Many members of this class are still 

remembered by letters brought us by people 

they recommended to the school where they 
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first learned the art of preservation and by orders 

for embalming fluid and supplies. In review

ing these names I am brought back to the time 

when I was much younger and more active, 

and I would like to revisit them and live over 

those few days. Even if all were still living, 

many would be out of active work and not able 

to appear. 

In a conversation, last evening (April 26, 

19II), with the friend of every undertaker, 

Charles A. Miller, president of the National 

Funeral Directors' Association, he read and 

showed me the Missouri program for October, 

I9II, sent him by Secretary Schoene, and 

Langvogt, as president, and in it it was stated 

that they would be entertained with an address 

by a man who was present at the national meet

ing in St. Louis, and who would make a reply 

to the address of welcome by the mayor's sub

stitute, which, Mr. Miller said, was a higher 

tribute of respect than had the mayor come 

himself. Secretary Schoene says: "The presi

dent (not Mr. Taft), but a man who can and 

does trot in his class, is the most widely and 
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favorably known funeral director in the United 
States, that grand old man who entered our pro
fession when some of us younger boys were yet 
dancing around in the anteroom of creation wait
ing to be born. For many years he was the treas

urer and life of the national association, and now 

honors that body as its chief executive, the only 
Charles A. Miller, of Cincinnati over the Rhine, 

has kindly promised to honor and encourage us 
by his presence." I knew Mr. Miller thirty-five 
years ago and am glad to say that my acquaint
ance with and friendship for Mr. and Mrs. Miller 

are as good as when I saw Mrs. Miller line and 
trim coffins and caskets while he (Uncie Charley) 
was busy making arrangements for the funeral. 

Kansas City, Armory Hall, May 3, 4, S, 1892. 

The register was headed by W. H. Martin, 
Parsons, Kan. I now remember this gentleman 
very well and if I did not then say so I felt 

as though the profession was honored by his 
being a member, and that a successful career 

awaited him. I have -since had the pleasure of 
meeting him at his elegantly appointed cottage, 
at the summer resort at Bay View, Mich., 
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when he told me of his location in Kansas and 
the character of his business, and that he was 
a graduate of Clarke's school. We again be

came friends and had many pleasant chats. 
W. E. Denny, Oregon, Mo.; W. A. Pentzer, 

Butler, Mo.; W. T. Tully, Palmyra, Mo.; W. 

H. Jackson, Clinton, Mo.; J. E. Willis, Car
rollton, Mo.; Thomas Grice, Baymer, Mo.; S. 
K. Turner, Carrollton, Mo.; G. W. Bacon, 

Hume, Mo.; John W. Wagner, Kansas City; 
Harry Mansfield, Kansas City; N. J. Carner, 
Kansas City; W. G. Keuneker, Kansas City, 
comprised the rest of the class. At this meeting 
Mr. Wagner gave a talk on the value of the asso
ciation movement, and urged all not affiliated 

to join. W. H. Martin said Kansas, with her 
sunflower, would have as fine an association as 

any state in the Union, because of the character 
of her men in the profession. I could say much 
of the great prairie state, her wonderful pros
perity, and prosperous people, but this chapter 
is now longer than intended and will conclude 
by saying I am now, and ever expect to be the 
profession's grateful and obedient servant. 
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Chapter XIV 

Story of a Healthy Town-Milwaukee Beer as an Aid to 
Embalming-To Mt. Clemens in a Pullman, Home in a 

Baggage Car-Cadavers with Unusual Blood Ves
sels-A Lady Compositor Turns Embalmer

Baltimore Professors Assist at Demon
strations-Professor Clarke Tells His 

Side of the Story of Embalm-
ing of General Grant 

M
y last chapter concluded with a 

school at Kansas City, and I forgot 

to mention a circumstance which a 
former student just stepped in to tell me. After 

graduating from one of my classes in St. Louis, 

he opened up an establishment in a country 

town in Arkansas, put in a stock of caskets, 

hardware, funeral drygoods, a call buggy and 

funeral car. He got acquainted with the people ; 

went to, and joined the church, and waited for 

three months for a call, but no one died. The 

only doctor in the town of eighteen hundred souls 

was running a small farm and garden . He said 
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he cultivated the doctor's acquaintance and was 

told that, in the three years he had been there, 

there were only two deaths, one being that of an 

infant and the other that of a colored man who 

fell out of an apple tree while stealing fruit and 

was choked to death trying to laugh while 

swallowing an apple as he was falling to the 

ground. He said the doctor directed him to an 

old Southern mansion, two miles west of the 

town, to visit some old people who had lived 

there since Noah landed his ark on the Ozarks, 

and from the ark, the Ozark mountains, he 

thought, had derived their name. At the gate 

of this ancient mansion, an old man who said 

his age was ninety-four, was crying as if his heart 

would break, and on inquiry, he said his daddy 

had licked him for sassing his grandpa who had 

that morning started over the hills to attend the 

two-hundredth anniversary of the great grand

father's wedding, and had insisted on walking 

both ways, as he was in a hurry and wanted to 

get there. I then told him I was from Missouri 

and would like to be shown. He said he had 
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moved back to a country where he could do 

some funer~l business and embalming. 

In May, 1892, Bohemian Turner Hall was one 

square in the rear of the Chicago Coffin Co.'s 

place. I opened a class of fifty-five people and 

those who registered were: W. P. Lande!, 

Roberts, Ill.; John E. Andrew, Monticello, 

Ill.; E. Z. Sattler, Morris, Ill.; J. M. Maine, 

Columbia City, Ind.; Samuel Montgomery, 

Petersburg, Ill.; Peter Wickler, St. Joseph, 

Mich.; William F. Heeg and Eddie Heeg, Shab

bona, Ill.; W. E. Cady, Galva, Ill.; John D. 

Crawford, Hancock, Mich.; W. M. Fleming, 

Arthur, Ill.; Walter E. Drew, Waukegan, Ill.; 

J. T. McKinstry, Mason City, Ill.; H. A. Foulke, 

Warsaw, Ind.; Daniel Carey, 624 B. Island 
Avenue, Chicago, Ill.; S. S. Hanna, Lake 

Geneva, Wis.; W. W. Healy, South Chicago, 

Ill.; Arthur Bowers, Delavan, Ill.; Charles 

Pfeifer, Hinsdale, Ill.; H. H. Depler, Rossville, 

Ill.; J. F. Dodds, Divernon, Ill.; Charles H. 

Lamb, Gurnee, Ill.; R. W. Frear, Hermosa, Ill.; 

C. W. Eccles, Metropolis, Ill.; Charles Nun

gesser, Manistee, Mich.; Warren M. Heath, 
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Libertyville, Ill.; P. H. McMahon, West 14th 
Street, Chicago, Ill.; R. M. Work, Elroy, Wis.; 

J. Smith, Hudson Avenue, Chicago, Ill.; 0. H. 
Osmond, Newark, Ill.; William Pathy, N. Hal

stead Street, Chicago, Ill.; Jacob Justen, Mc
Henry, Ill.; F. R. Bailey, Mendota, Ill.; E. C. 

Springer, Lincoln, Neb.; C. F. Ackerman, Elgin, 
Ill.; George F. Mueller, Milwaukee Avenue, 

Chicago; P. M. Edwards, Flanagan, Ill.; .M. 
H. Bormann, Maywood, Ill.; August Witt, 
Orland, Ill.; J. M. Adams, W. Madison, Chi-· 
cago; J. L. Curran, Streator, Ill.; H. Bestman, 
Ottawa, Ill.; P. R. Schaefer, Evanston, Ill.; C. 
N eidow, Dolton, Ill.; William J. Gillespie, 

Harrison Avenue, Chicago; John Carey, Blue 
Island Avenue, Chicago, Ill.; Cornelius C. 

Deneen, Bloomington, Ill.; B. Schrock, Wash
ington Street, Chicago, Ill.; E. E. Fisher, Can
ton, Ill.; R. S. Harter, Maple Park, Ill.; S. L. 
Harnit, Gibson City, Ill.; W. H. Harrison, 
Maquoketo, Iowa; T. Harry Roberts, Detroit, 

Mich.; F. C. Dolan, Clinton, Iowa. 

Foot-notes:-The luncheon given the class by 

J. T. Richards and Frank J. Julius, of the Chi
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cago Coffin Co., was served on a long old-fash

ioned board bai:iquet table, and these refresh
ments of solids and soft drinks were hurriedly 
enjoyed, and, with a few funny stories and 

speeches, the cigars were lighted while the dish

es were cleared, and soon we were again at good 

earnest work, learning and teaching that which 

was so dearly sought after. A large photograph 

of ~he class was made, on the Canal Street 
side, by Harrison & Conner, of Chicago. 

. Milwaukee, Wis., was the next place of meet
ing and the lectures were conducted in the 

assembly room of the St. Charles Hotel, May 

16, 17, 18, 19, 1892. The first to register was 
Fred Dannenfelser, Third Street, Milwaukee. 

Then came: J. A. Harger, Waterloo, Wis.; John 

C. Lynch, Janesville, Wis.; H. P. Bohn, West 

Bend, Wis.; A. Schraudenbach, Merton, Wis.; 

Louis Laun, Elkhart Lake, Wis.; J. D. Carpen

ter, Rewey, Wis.; F. Schoenmann, Springgreen, 

Wis.; Frank Nilles, Two Rivers, Wis.; J. A. 

Edwards, Cambria, Wis.; Allen B. Northrop, 
Racine, Wis.; W. H. Clarke, Edgerton, Wis.; 

Edward D. Coon, Milton Junction, Wis.; Wil-
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liam Bechmann, Neenah, Wis.; James Broder
ick, Brodhead, Wis.; F. A. Cole, Brodhead, 
Wis.; A. H. Slagg, Fort Atkinson, Wis.; George 
L. Thomas, Milwaukee, Wis.; Matt. Whitney, 

Milwaukee, Wis.; B. F. Broezel, Mauston, Wis.; 

J. K. Randle, Waukesha, Wis.; J. N. Thiele, 
Whitewater, Wis.; M. H. Kern, Menominee, 
Mich.; M. Kappes, Manitowoc, Wis.; Law
rence J. Lewis, Milwaukee, Wis.; Henry Nie
mann, Milwaukee, Wis.; J. H. Willimann, Mon
roe, Wis. 

Foot-notes :-The demonstrations were con
ducted at the morgue and started in very nicely 

until one student had to give up his breakfast. 

He went out and took something, probably 

Milwaukee's best, and returned with renewed 
stomach, and said he would stick it out if he 
had to consume all that Milwaukee could brew. 
When the demonstrations were over, he said, 
"So help me God, I would not give the demon
strations for all the beer in town." 

Our next visit was to the great furniture 

metropolis of the West and my host, James 
Johnston, gave up his reading-room at the Eagle 
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Hotel, at Grand Rapids, on the 23rd, 24th, 25th, 
26th days of May, 1892. The register contained 
the names of M. V. Boyer, Fremont, Ohio; H. 
S. Ingraham, St. Johns, Mich.; G. E. Stokes, 
Grand Ledge, Mich.; William Loose, West Bay 
City, Mich.; M. C. Ross, Merrill, Mich.; H. M. 

Hallitt, Ludington, Mich.; Geo. A. Weed, Lake 
Odessa, Mich.; W. P. Switzer, Manistee, Mich.; 

John L. Kopf, Lowell , Mich.; George J. Moog, 
Whitehall, Mich.; Fred R. Hayward, Casnovia, 
Mich.; H. C. Whitmer, Colon, Mich.; A. Wood
ward, Manton, Mich., and Frank Brown, Beld
ing, Mich. The class was very harmonious, and 
every attention was paid to the lectures, which 

followed a thorough quiz on the anatomy of the 
various arteries and veins used in embalming, the 

session ending up with a nice spread at the Eagle. 

A gentleman stopping at the hotel asked one of 
the students what profession he followed. He 
said he followed the medical profession, that he 
was an undertaker and embalmer. 

At Columbus, Ohio, we followed the meeting 

of the State Association, and on June 2nd, 3rd, 
4th and 5th we were greeted by twenty repre
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sentative people of the Buckeye State. M. L. 
Emerson, Johnstown, Ohio, was first to declare 

his allegiance to the good work. H. A. Parsons, 

Alexandria, Ohio, wished to become identified 

with James A. Linn, New Philadelphia, Ohio, 

while Henry Kenerleber, of Canal Dover, Ohio, 

desired to see and be seen with Hugh B. Brooks, 

of Newark, Ohio, and George Wieser, of Marietta, 
Ohio, and C. S. Newsom, of Athens, said they 

knew something of the good work, but were very 

desirous of knowing some more. A. Evans, of 

Delaware, Ohio, now in the better land, said his 

partner, Mr. Doughman, was not a believer in the 

new method, but he himself believed in a better 

method than the cumbersome ice-box. Joe Espy, 

of Springfield, a former student from Illinois, who 

had come to Chicago, was present in full force. 
He is now living in retirement at Xenia, Ohio. 

L. M. Clouse, of Westerville, Ohio, was present, 

and so was Mrs. Clouse, who was as studious as 

when the two had been students a few years 

previous. A. H. Ariak, of Dalton, Ohio, was 

glad to shake hands with S. D. Brenneman of 

Smithville, and said while he didn't exactly like 
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the winter season, he was glad to meet F. L. 
Winter, of Richwood, Ohio. George M. Beicher, 
of Marion, Ohio, said he was well acquainted 
with my old friend William Fiess. Also, Frank 

Shafner, G. W. Wilson, Mt. Sterling, Ohio, and 
Mahomet Kail, Gilmore, Ohio. They said they 

would like to know how to raise and inject an 
artery. Charles W. Lee had traveled from Nel
sonville, to learn the new way to keep the dead, 
and C. M. Winegarner, of Reynoldsburg, Ohio, 
was the last one to indicate his desires, and when 
I told him he would surely die after signing the 
register, he said he expected he would as he 

hadn't done such a cruel thing before. 

Detroit, Mich., was the next place to suffer 

the visits of the undertakers. The lectures this 
time were held at the parlors of John A. Dick 
& Co., 81 Grand River Avenue, and every one of 
the members were Michiganders, except W. F. 

Johnson, East Norwich, L. I. The first to sign 
his declaration of desires was Emmet M. Hop
kins of Romeo, Mich., and then A. R. Culver, 
Sherwood, Mich., and Walter Everis, of 

Adrian, Mich., said he had heard of the new 
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way and wanted to see if W. H. Dolph, of 
Blissfield, could wield the scalpel any better. 

J. W. Jones, of Onondaga; Fred S. Conklin, 

that effervescing, cumulative, genial man from 

Adrian, Mich., said of all things he wanted the 

best, and then Horatio, whose other name is 

Foster, from Midland, said the best was hardly 

good enough for him, when F. S. Crossman of 

Flint, challenged Charles Ditsch not to leave 

Belleville and cross over the road to Flint, as 

he would intercept John Zessau, of Utica, as he 

was liable to run up against C. M. Healy, of 

South Haven; and J. C. Higgins, of Detroit, 

said he would go to Grand Ledge, and see W. 

Ray, of Detroit, or shake hands with Charles 

Neuendorf of Dearborn, Mich., and see Alex

ander McCall, of Grand Blanc, and meet P. C. 

Slaughter, of Milford, and introduce him to J. 

W. Slater, of Elk Rapids, and also to W. H. J. 

Martin of Flushing. The next two names 

recorded are somewhat familiar, although hail

ing from different parts of the state. I was 

glad to welcome and get the money from William 

J. Clarke, of Ypsilanti, and A. C. Clarke of 
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Saline. R. M. McMillan, of Mt. Clemens, said 
his home was among the best people from all 

over the country, who came there to dip in the 

salt baths and get well, but occasionally the 
medical director directed him to call after 
nightfall and remove from their midst, one who 
would go home in a baggage car after coming 
in a Pullman; and George C. Lawrence, of 
Detroit, said he sometimes had occasion to visit 
Mt. Clemens to remove those that McMillan 
didn't get. This delightful congregation or 
aggregation of talent and wisdom finished with 

the name and presence of W. F. Johnson, of 
East Norwich, L. I., New York. He said that 
he had come west to gather information that 

would benefit the people he was to serve in the 
Empire State. It has taken some time to tell 
of our visit to Detroit, but we had to leave this 
beautiful city, but not until we (most of us) 
had spent Sunday on an excursion on the river 

to St. Clair flats, and such a delightful cool time 
we had, and I saw and heard some things there 
on the boat that I won't mention here, but will 
get back to the old Buckeye State. Bob Burdette 
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said in a speech at Cleveland, the two greatest 

eyes in the world were the Buckeye and the 

Hawkeye. 

At Dayton, Ohio, the Phillips House opened 

the doors of a large sample room big enough to 

seat three times as many as we were glad to 

welcome. This occurred on June 15, 16, 17 

and 18, 1892. One big, fat baby was there, 
ten years and four months old, and if per

mitted could tell lots of funny stories. Frank 

Townsley, of West Milton, Ohio, said the time 

had come when he, too, had to adopt the true 

way, and in years after, he said it was the best 

money he ever spent except the money paid for 

a license and the preacher. Ben Westbrock, the 

genial, always busy Ben, has at this writing (Oc

tober, 1911), gained an enviable business. He 

succeeded Peter Myer. If you, dear reader, 

don't know Ben-why-well, never mind. Ray 

W. Hussey, son-in-law of the late lamented 

Philip Nagel, of Wapakoneta, Ohio, was there. 

Ray is now pretty well known, he having at 

different times traveled for many houses. John 

Block, of West Alexandria, Ohio, said he had 
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wanted to meet J. C. Wead, of Xenia, who said 
he had wanted to meet Phil Holl, of Springfield, 

and Joseph C. Walter, son of the affable, always 

smiling, Mike Walter, of Dayton. James B. 
Quinlan was then of Springfield and very many 

places, the last heard of him was in Virginia. 

Then came forward H. L. Crawfis, Ottawa, Ohio, 

and H.B. Lingess, of South Charleston, Ohio, and 

Walter McClure, of Bell Brook, Ohio, and were 

introduced to a gentleman from the great state 

of orators, George L. Elliott, of Somerset, Ky. 
Some foot-notes :-McKinney & Son, furnished 

a body for practical work, and on one body 

there was an unusual anatomy of the innomi

nate artery which was over two inches long 

and was unusually large. It was embalmed 

and sent to Yellow Springs, Ohio, and J. F. 

Littleton, took charge. The other body used for 

demonstrations was normal in every way as 

far as could be seen. 

The next week we lectured at the parlors of 

the veteran, John P. Epply, corner Ninth and 

Plum Streets, Cincinnati. Mr. Epply opened 

his parlors for our exclusive use on June 27, 
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28, 29, and 30. Frederick W. Berk, Jr., of 
Dayton, was first to put down his John 

Hancock and be relieved of his greenbacks. 

He was followed by Luther Chesnut, of Loo

gootee, Ind. There were no bells to be rung at 

the mention of his name. D. H. Nigh, of Mt. 
Sterling, Ohio, was also present, but when an 

old friend and acquaintance came forward, I 

had the pleasure of taking the hand of Joseph 
Danahy of Lexington, Kentucky, and intro

troduced him to J. W. Beck, West Milton, 

Ohio, who said he would like to meet J. L. 
Brannock, of Felicity, Ohio, and then came for

ward a man whom all "angels of funeral com

merce" like, 0. Bourner, of Newark, Ohio. Last, 

but not least, was William Hartman, of Alex

andria, Ky. The kind-hearted pioneer, Mr. 

Epply, gave us the use of his parlors for demon

stration, provided decorum and neatness were 

observed. When we had finished our labors, he 

was invited in to inspect and pronounce his ver

dict which was, "Well done, good and faithful," 

and, "You may now all go and take something 

to eat and drink." 
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Boston, Mass., July 7, 8, 9, and 10, 1892. 
It was Boston that sent her noble son Frank S. 

Waterman to Cincinnati in March, 1882, to 

head the list of the first class that inaugurated 

what is today the accepted method. Boston 

has always been known as the hub of culture, 

and claims to have more beautiful suburbs than 

any city in the Union. It is also celebrated, in 

the older part, for the narrowest and crookedest 

streets of any metropolis. College Hall, 34 

Essex Street, R. C. Cox, janitor, heads the page 

of the register, and George Haskell, Jr., Ipswich, 

Mass., was the first to pay up; George E. Corn

well, Wareham, Mass.; Charles T. West, Lex

ington, Mass., smiled when H. S. Wiley, of 

Watertown, told him he had just received a 

telegram to come home at once, but he said he 

would return. F. B. Wood, of Hollowell, Me., 

took notice of the presence of C. W. Messer, of 

Stoneham, Mass., and Nehemiah Randall, 

Dover, N. H., and Charles H. Remington, of 

Providence, R. I., and then came Vincent 

Reade, of Charlestown, just across the river 

from Boston. Then Charles F. Bryant, W. 
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Somerville, Mass; T. H. Murphy, Worcester, 
Mass.; P.H. Moan, Georgetown, Mass.; John 
E. Bryant, Charlestown, Mass.; and there was 

Andrew B. Whipple, Greenwich, R. I.; and I see 
James H. Corcoran, of Lynn; A. E. Long, N. 
Cambridge, Mass.; Daniel A. Clark, Pawtucket, 
R. I.; and John P. Hockey, of Quincy, Mass.; 
and not so far away were 0. W. Brownell, of 
Antrim, N. H.; F. E. Russell, Fitchburg, Mass.; 

M. S. Spear, Standish, Me.; E. G. Sherman, of 

Mansfield, Mass.; George F. Ricker, Cambridge

port, Mass.; Timothy McCartney, Charlestown, 
Mass.; C. E. Marston, Lebanon, N . H. I re
member very well the pleasures and one trouble 
attending this class. For three weeks previous 
to, and for two weeks following, there had not 
been a single body in either the eastern or west
ern district morgues, except floaters, and they 

were so far advanced in putrefaction that the 

class would not go near them. At the conclusion 
of the lectures, I made mention of the fact and 
offered to do anything the class would suggest, or 
I would promise to notify every member upon 
my return in September and assure them all the 
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work on the body they wanted, and all said 

they had received more information than the 

cost of tuition, and we parted to meet in Sep

tember of the same year. 

Philadelphia, Hahneman Medical College, 

July 12, 13, 14, and 15, 1892, under the kind 
fatherly care of Dr. Rufus B. Weaver, professor 

of anatomy. I was always accorded the kindest 

consideration and was given privileges in his 

anatomical museum not extended to others. 

Professor Weaver was and probably is today 

the best authority on anatomical preparations 

anywhere in America. R. R. Bringhurst gave 

me a letter of introduction, and requested he 

should show me every courtesy within his power, 

which he always did, and I will always hold 

in memory these gentlemen as two of my best 

friends. Those who registered were: Charles 

J. Comfort, Norris town, Pa.; Harry Schneider, 

Jr., Germantown Avenue, Philadelphia; Wil

liam G. Powders, Melford, Del.; Henry Schnei

der, Jr., Germantown Avenue; J. P. McCabe, 
South 20th Street, Philadelphia; A. M. Early, 

Arch Street, Philadelphia; W. C. Harned, 
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Columbia Avenue; M. E. Wynne, 929 Torr 
Street, Philadelphia; James Conrad, Mozart, 
Bucks Co., Pa. At these lectures, B. Frank 

Kirk honored us with his presence and gave us 
one of his usual and very interesting talks, stating 
that he was a member of the first class held in 
the Quaker City. The firm of Kirk & Nice had 
sent us a student on every visit to their city, or 
a visit was assured from the grand, good old 
man, whose memory will last forever among 
those who knew him in the days of his prime. 

New York City, Turn Hall, 66-68 East Fourth 

Street, July 19, 20, 21, and 22. C. R. War
ner, Cincinnatus, N. Y., was first to register. 

William J. Stiefvater, of Utica, New York, and 
W. T. Mapes, 815 Amsterdam Avenue, New 
York City, were followed by A. J. Almer, Stan

hope, N. J., and then came John Westerodt, 
Third Avenue, New York City; also Joseph P. 
Marting, whom I remember most pleasantly. 

He registered from 1842.½ Fulton Street, Brook
lyn, N. Y. On a visit to his place of business 

afterward, I received a hearty reception and the 

usual kind words for what he had obtained from 
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attending my lectures and demonstrations. It 

was also pleasant to have a gentleman from the 

most advertised city of Sing Sing, Duane Champ

lain, who, as I remember, proved an excellent 

student, grasping every word of the lectures. 

He expressed his appreciation of what he had 

learned. John J. Wigger, New York City, said 

he hoped to get his money's worth, if close at

tention would obtain it. Henry Blum, 937 First 

Avenue, New York, was, he said, at one time 

one who doubted very much that any method 

but ice would do what was claimed; he soon be

came a convert. Willis T. Mead, 2032 Fifth 

Avenue, said what others could do he knew he 

could. The next was a gentleman from the 

Wooden Nutmeg State, who visited the classes 

every time I came to the great metropolis, an 

enthusiast, while quietly listening to all that 

was said and done; and I venture the state

ment that there was no better or more successful 

embalmer than Isaac L. Mead of Greenwich. 

On the list of matriculants of this class also was 

Wilbur F. Johnson, of East Norwich, L. I., who 
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said he had longed to land his presence in the 
class that promised so much. 

Newark, N. J., at Excelsior Hall on Broad 

Street, July 26, 27, 28, and 29, 1892. I was 
delighted to receive twenty-one, all from J er
sey, except one. Two were former students. 
The first to enlist in the call for recruits were 

R. M. Hancock, Summit, who said he wanted 
to precede R. L. Fowler, of the same address, 
and Davis Hanson of Flemington, and John V. 
Leming of Allentown. In bold, large written 
letters stands the name of C. M. McPherson, 
Bridgeton; then come W. T. Cole, of Cranbury, 
and T. R. Romer, of Orange, the son of Peter D. 
Romer, who had the funeral of General Hancock 

and was assisted by Allie W. Lyon, of 125th 
Street, New York. E. C. Blazure, Mendham, 

whose name does not appear now in the direc

tory; Ira H. Ormsby, Newark, registered as 
a former student and is not now recorded as 
in the business. J. A. Logan, Newark, William 
B. Mount, Chappell•Hill, and R.R. Mount, Red 

Bank; George Stevens, Jersey City; Joseph 
Camp, New Egypt; Frederick R. Cook, Cald-
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well; R. M. Fiedler, Orange Valley; Lewis D. 

Crans, Newark, who has with his partner, Major 

Hulfi.sh, passed to the great beyond. In a former 

chapter I mentioned what the major said about 

embalming as being the biggest fraud that ever 

happened, and afterward when he saw the re

mains of a young lady I had embalmed for Ira 

H. Ormsby, he said he offered many apologies 

for what he first said and wanted to shake both 

hands, adding that if he had to go back to the 

ice-box he would quit the business. Charles J. 

Jensen, Elizabeth, completed the list from Jersey 

and E. M. Edwards, Walton, N. Y., was last. 

The foot-notes do not indicate anything un

usual, and we will, therefore, open up at Balti

more, Md., August 17, 18, 19, and 20. Head

quarters at the Howard House and lectures at 

Medical College Hospital, corner Green and 

Lombard Streets. While at dinner on the day 

preceding the lectures, I was called to the office 

to meet Mrs. F. K. Wilson, of 720 North Howard 

Street, who said her pres~nt occupation was 

that of a compositor on one of the daily papers, 

and she wanted to learn the art, and be enabled 
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to obtain better wages and enter the field as 

one of the commercial agents. She asked if I 

would accept her as a student, to which I 

replied I would for the price of tuition. So the 

first one to register, was Mrs. F. K. Wilson, 

and she was followed by Walter A. Milstead, 

Laurel, Md., and from the Old Dominion State 
came George Nosset, Fredericksburg, as did 

James McDonough, of Richmond, who during 
the evening hour told me how he had a metallic 

casket with a corpse enclosed shipped in, the 

usual mourners attending, and when the corpse 

was removed to his residence, preparatory to 

in term en t, they opened the casket and removed 

whisky instead of a dead body. This was dur

ing the Civil War when whisky was contraband, 

but a big time followed the casket's reception. 
George B. Osborn, of Michellsville, Md., was 
present. T. Clark Mason, Easton, Md., was an 

ardent student and a very successful embalmer 

and funeral director, but was called to his reward 

long before he ought to have gone, considering 

his age and ambition. Frank J. Shriner was 

present from Union Bridge, Va., and from the 
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old Tar-heel State came Frank H. Vogler of 
Winston-Salem, N. C., whose good old father 
used to accompany him to his State Associa
tion meetings, but is now in that better land 
where all earthly business is at an end. The busi

ness has never lagged under Frank's administra
tion, and under his guidance has been gradu

ally advanced to where it should be. William H. 
Wilen, of Martinsburg, W. Va., was also there 
and said that if W. C. Watchman, of 1610 E. 
Fayette Street, Baltimore, could win a diploma, 

he knew he could. David Sondheim, 679 W. 
Baltimore Street, registered just above W. H. 
Willis, Cambridge, Md. Zazill W. Bowman, 

Poplar Springs, said he was glad to meet and 

would try to compete with George W. Little, 

561 Robert Street, Baltimore; and John F. 
Gehauf, Frostburg, Md., would welcome George 
W. Geiple, Glen Rock, Pa., and his neighbor, 
G. F. W. Miller, Glenville, Pa. E. S. W. Good
hart, hailed from Lovettsville, Va.; G. W. 
Cashell from Unity, Md.; L. P. Smith from 
\,Vaterford, Va., and Charles C. Carty from 
Frederick, Md. From the Old Dominion came 
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B. Wheatley, Jr., Alexandria, Va. It is pleasant 
to remember the son of a former student, B. 
Wheatley, Sr., as one of God's noblemen. John 
E. Hough, Pennsylvania Avenue, Baltimore, 

was then in his prime, but is now in his home of 
glory with his brother-in-law, the late Charles 
E. Kregelo of Indianapolis, who was a student 
in the first class held in Philadelphia. Fred N. 
Troll, 127 W. Camden Street, Baltimore, was 
registered as a former student. If Fred is alive 
when this is in print, will he remember when he 
acted as minister of the gospel and united in 
holy matrimony two young people, a waiter 

and waitress, at a banquet given in honor of the 

class, on the eve before the close of the class? 
Following Fred's signature were William Berry

man, Reisterstown, Md.; George J. Smith, West 
Fayette Street, Baltimore; and D. H. Van 
Devanter, Waterford, Va.; also C. D. Ham
merly, Leesburg, Va., and T. C. Groomes, 
Rockville, Md., and popular and genial William 

H. Shilling, East Monument Street, Baltimore; 

C. 0. Fuss, Taneytown, Md.; E. C. Reiche, 
Chestertown, Md.; also C. W. Baker, a former 
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student at Omaha, who was welcomed and in

troduced to all the members of the class. Wil

liam R. Humphrey, Rockville, Md.; Philip 

lnglert, 229 S. Wolf Street, Baltimore; John 

N. Dodd, Chestertown, Md.; C. A. Geiselman, 

West Minster, Md., and Louis Heeman, South 

Caroline Street, Baltimore, were all on the list. 

During the demonstrations of this class, Pro

fessor Smith of the college and hospital added 

much interest to the class by showing the use of 

the internal jugular vein in removing blood; 

also the use of the axillary vein, and the use of 

the brachia! artery in the upper third, just below 

where the anterior (front) and posterior (rear) 

branches are given off to render collateral cir

culation. He also gave encouragement to the 

class and teacher by showing the value of em

balming as a sanitary measure in the prevention 

of contagion and infection. Dr. Chambers also 

assisted very materially in the good work, and 

commended our teachings as a great aid to the 

profession in stamping out contagion. He said 

that every embalmer should be thoroughly con-
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versant with the best methods of disinfection, 

which at this writing is effective. 

It was in Baltimore, July 23, 1885, when the 

bells tolled all over the Union and the telegraph 

flashed the news to all parts of the world that 

Lieu t.-General and Ex-President Ulysses S. Grant 

had expired at Mount McGregor, New York. 
A week or two previous to this I was in Saratoga 

and had a visit with Eben Holmes & Son, the 

leading undertakers, who advised me that they 

were notified they would be called following the 

General's death, and asked me to hold myself in 

readiness and come to Saratoga on the first 

train. When the bells were heard in Baltimore, 

I obtained word when the very first train would 
leave, and I remember 11 :20 a. m. was the time. 

Fred N. Troll had informed me the day before 

that he expected to have the case of a lady who 

was dying of cancer of the face, and would I 

prepare the body, to which I assented, pro

vided he would see that I reached the depot for 

the 11 :20 train. It was a very hot day and for 

fear I might not finish my work, the carriage 

for me didn't appear until an hour after the 
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train had departed and I was compelled to 

take the next train to my home in Springfield, 

Ohio, where I lay ill for nearly three weeks 

from nervous prostration, due to excessive work. 

The remains of the Nation's hero were em

balmed by Eben Holmes and Doctor McEwen, 

who used the brachia! and femoral arteries and 

injected over a gallon of Clarke's fragrant anti

septic fluid. It seemed that Professor F. A. 

Sullivan expected the same honor and had ar

ranged with the Rev. Stephen Merritt, of New 

York, who was the General's spiritual adviser 

and his choice as undertaker. So that evening 

Mr. Merritt and Professor Sullivan made their 

appearance, and through their intercession and 

that of the General's son, Fred D. Grant, Drs. 

Douglass and Shrady very reluctantly gave 

way. They said they would have nothing to 

do with the case; that the remains had been 

properly embalmed and needed no further 

attention in that respect. The secret was that 

Professor Sullivan was then representing the 

Egyptian Chemical Company, of Boston, under 
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the management of one Bennison, and told 

Capt. Fred D. Grant that the fluid used was 

of no earthly good; that the body would not 

keep for the day of the funeral; that he was Mr. 

Merritt's official embalmer, and that if per

mitted, he would remove all the fluid previously 

injected and use his own or one that would 

preserve forever. He also told Mr. Holmes he 

would not touch the body, but only wished to 

be associated with him as assistant, and on 

these statements Mr. Holmes went to his home 

for rest at nearly ten o'clock at night. He had 

hardly had time to get home when Professor 

Sullivan entered the death chamber, opened 

the carotid artery (this was twelve hours after 

the body had been embalmed) and proceeded 

to remove all the fluid that had been injected 

and to inject Pyramid fluid. Any intelligent 

embalmer knows that such a feat would be 

utterly impossible, and so did he, but the honor 

of furnishing the fluid that preserved the remains 

of the Nation's hero was spread in big bold type 

in the August, 1885, issues of the trade papers. 
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"The world is indebted to the Egyptian Chem

ical Co. for furnishing the (Pyramid) embalming 

fluid that preserved the remains of the Nation's 

hero, General U. S. Grant." I then came out 

with a reply giving all the facts in the case, and 

in addition to publishing these facts in the Sep

tember, 1885, issues of some, if not all, the trade 

papers, I sent out ten thousand circulars, and 
I presume some of these are yet to be found. 

The few that I kept were with some others de

stroyed in a small fire at my residence in Spring

field. There was another story connected with 

this incident to the effect that Mr. Holmes was 

so intoxicated at the time that he was not capa

ble of doing the work of embalming properly, 

and that an abler and more sober person ought 
to do the work. I think the New York Times' 
reporter was present at Mount McGregor and 

published this statement and his paper had to 

pay Mr. Holmes several thousand dollars dam

ages for the privilege of misrepresenting him. 

When I began these letters I did not intend 

mentioning these facts, but it is a matter of 

history and I trust those who read it will not 
[ 276) 



REMINISCENCES OF EARLY EMBALMING 

think I have any enmity for those who claimed 
honors not their due. At the time of this occur
rence I had received many letters thanking Mr. 
Holmes and Dr. McEwen for the stand taken 
and in justice to them and myself. 

l 277 l 



Chapter XV 

From Ohio to New England, then to New York and West 
Again-Peculiar Anatomy at Bangor-Lunch in the 

Classroom at Chicago in Close Proximity to the 
Cadaver-Rebuilding the Head of a Suicide 

by the Plaster Method, at Kansas City 

I WILL begin this chapter with the class at 

Cleveland, Ohio. The lectures and demon

strations were held at the Western Reserve 

Medical College, August 23 to 26, 1892, and 

thirty-four names were recorded. As I read 

them over I can almost recognize their faces. The 

interest in all the lectures and demonstrations 

was evidenced by the prompt appearance of the 

members at the opening hour of each session. 

The first to sign the register was John Clark, of 

Clinton, Ohio, who said he was glad to take his 

first lessons from one of his own name. Then 

came G. B. Nelson, Evansburgh, Pa.; J. B. 

Robbins, Bergholz, Ohio; Richard Rawle, Milan, 

Ohio; C. C. Williams, Fredericksburg, Ohio; 

M. Hoefling, Toledo, Ohio; George E. Pitkin, 
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Brunswick, Ohio; Fred Fey, North Amhurst, 

Ohio; John H. Melcher, Cleveland, Ohio; W. 
L. Case, Bedford, Ohio; Arthur R. Champney, 
Oberlin, Ohio; Adolph R. Nunn, Cleveland, 
Ohio; Henry J. Dusa, Cleveland, Ohio; N. N. 
1 ·eed, Arcadia, Ohio; H. W. Cowle, Burton, 

Ohio; Charles G. Bentley, Ravenna, Ohio; 
George 'v\T. Huhn and George Hugh, Brooklyn; 

Carey Tuttle, Fred Beilstein, Gustave Buesch, 
Frank Wagner, John Beckenbach, Fred'k Ziehm, 

J. H. Brown, John I. Nunn and A. V. Horak, 
of Cleveland; W. H. Oplinger, Wadsworth, 
Ohio; H. D. Winger, Mineral Point, Ohio; C. 
T. Parks, Akron, Ohio; G. C. Mapes, Collin
wood, Ohio; A. N. Asire, Medina, Ohio; N. 
Kasson, Rock Creek, Ohio; Carl Greaves, 
Cambridgeport, Pa.; Charles Steinmetz, Cleve

land. A photograph of the class was taken in 

which the curator, Mr. Ormsby, with his big 
hand-bell, was a prominent feature. 

Our next visit was to Boston, Mass., Septem

ber 8, 9, 10, and 11, 1892. I was truly glad to 
get back to grand old New England. The 
lectures were at the G. A. R. Hall, corner of 
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Essex and Washington Streets. The first to 
enroll for this course was A. L. Clark, Dalton, 

Mass. Then came Willard H. Stetson, Bruns
wick, Me.; Adelle C. Ladd, Ashland, N. H.; 
Mrs. Hattie C. Hunt, and Richard K. Hunt, 
Revere, Mass.; N. H. Richardson, Lancaster, 
N. H.; Oliver Walton, Wakefield, Mass.; 
John N. Walton, Pittsfield, Me.; Alphonso 

Brouillard, Whitman, Mass.; Alger E. Eaton, 

Needham, Mass.; J.B. Moore, Laconia, N. H.; 
W. P. Gage, Hollister, Mass.; William H. 
Smith, South Framingham, Mass.; Charles C. 
Cornwell, Wareham, Mass.; P. J. McMahon, 
Malden, Mass.; Jerome S. Morris, East Boston, 
Mass.; S. D. Hastings, Hillsboro Bridge, 

Mass.; J. Clark Flagg, Richmond, Me.; Fred 
M. Spaulding, Clairmont, N. H.; David F. Fitz

patrick, St. Johns, N. B., Canada; W. H. Nor
ton, Peabody, Mass.; W. E. Jones, Belfast, 
Me.; H. F. Pomeroy, East Hampton, Mass.; 
R. A. Dickinson, Holyoke, Mass.; J. Frank 
Punchaud, Salem, Mass.; John H. Grimes, 
Dover, N. H.; Albert C. Burleigh, Everett, 

Mass.; Frank C. Sargent, Malden, Mass.; 
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Frank S. Howard, Brockton, Mass.; Edward E. 

Roach, Roxbury, Mass.; George W. Tull, and 

Joseph F. Full, Salem, Mass.; Joseph Dupont, 

Holyoke, Mass.; Albertus F. Wood, Danielson, 

Conn.; H. W. Rich, Portland, Me.; George H. 

Gregg, Newton and Waterbury, Mass.; C. H. 
Gordon, Derry Depot, Mass.; F~ancke W. 

Dickinson, Springfield, Mass.; H. E. Long, 

North Cambridge, Mass.; Alexander Gilbert, 

Woonsocket, R. I.; Robert C. Cottrel, Newport, 

R. I. 
Not desiring to leave New England, we 

pushed on to the next smallest state in the 

Union, and landed at Providence, R. I., and 

there opened up at Music Hall, Westminster 

Street, on September 13, 14, and 15, 1892. In 

this class were: Albert E. Wood, Rockland, 

R. I.; I. W. Bliss, Warren, R. I.; John T. Con

nolly, Woonsocket, R. I.; Dennis J. Conway, 

Millville, Mass.; Thomas E. Berry, Pawtucket, 

R. I.; Samuel W. Marsh, Newport, R. I.; John 

McGuire, Fall River, Mass.; Samuel R. Avery, 

Hope Valley, R. I.; John S. Bellows, Provi

dence, R. I.; Cheney D. Washburn, Spring-
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field, Mass.; H. Herbert Arnold, Providence, 
R. I.; Ellmer F. Knowles, Providence, R. I.; 

H. G. Denison, Moosup, Conn.; Wm. L. Whit

ing, Charles E. Barber, Thomas F. Monahan, 

and W. R. Hardy, Providence, R. I. A clam
bake was one of the interesting features of this 
sess10n. 

Bangor, Me., the city by the sea, was selected 

for the next session, September 20, 21, 22 and 
23, 1892. Abel Hunt furnished the body for 
practical demonstration. It was that of a 

sailor who had died of tuberculosis at the Marine 
Hospital. The lectures were delivered at A. B. 
Haskell's funeral supply depot. Included in the 

registration of this session were: W. 0. Tebbets, 
Bangor, Me.; A. C. Fernald, Mt. Desert, Me.; 

J. R. Sederquest, Calais, Me.; and St. Stephen, 

N. B., Canada; Jason Denslow, Dexter, Me.; 
C. A. Fawsette, Farland, Me.; C. W. Dilling
ham, Winthrop, Me.; B. F. Thorn, Ltsbon, Me.; 
E. M. Nye, J. W. Steward, Abel Hunt, H. P. 

Chick and M. J. Finnigan, Bangor, Me. I re
member the anatomy of the subject. The radial 
artery was as large, or larger, than the average 
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brachial. The innominate was about a quarter 

of an inch long, while the brachia! axillary, com

mon carotid and femoral were a third larger 

than normal. The right pleural cavity was full 

of pus and the left cavity was almost empty, 

with the exception of five or six ounces of dis

eased lung tissue. 

Our next point was Newark, N. J., September 

27, 28, 29 and 30, 1892, at Masonic Hall, 418 

Broad Street. The first one to register was 

Michael Durning, of Elizabeth, who was a 

former student in New York City. He said he 
always used the bronchitical artery. I learn 

this kind, good man has passed over the river. 

Others who registered were: P. L. Struble, 

Morristown; A. Lohmiller, Rahway; Geo. W. 

Cole, Plainfield; Frank H. Walker, Madison; 

J. W. McKee, Paterson; John G. Keyler, Bloom

field, a post-graduate, who paid me several 

visits while en route to Chicago, during the last 

few years of his life; Fred 0. Rockafellow, Mid

dletown, N. Y.; R. I. Powell, Hempstead, R. I.; 
Wilbur F. Tomlinson, Danbury, Conn., and F. J. 

King, 279 Court Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. I can 
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remember very distinctly every member of this 

class, and hope many are living and enjoying 

prosperity. 

New York City, October 4, S, 6 and 7, 1892. 

The lectures were held in the Turn Hall, 663 

East Fourth Street, and the class was headed by 

Mrs. J. H. Miller, New York City. Then came 

J. J. Higgins, Brooklyn; Edwin Bay ha, Brook

lyn; Peter Gannon, New York City; Gus 

Engel, Robert Wigger, and Edward C. Leake, 

Spring Street, New York; H. T . Pall, Brook

lyn; G. Secor, Tarrytown, N. Y.; William 

McMahan, Brooklyn; A. J. Volk, Hoboken, 

N. J.; G. F. Merrill, Morristown, N. J.; Charles 

H. Froehlich, Edward F. Wunder, and Arthur 

C. Kiehn, Brooklyn; M. H. Johnson, Somer

ville, N. J.; James O'Connell, Fred Genne

rich, Frank Burk and John A. Bennett, New 

York; W. H. Newland, Brooklyn; Dennis D. 

O'Mahoney, New York; Joseph L. Hart, Brook

lyn; Joseph C. Evans, Walkill, N. Y.; James C. 
Marren, New York; R. G. Powell, Hempstead, 

L. I.; James Benson, Brooklyn; W. F . Tomlin

son, Danbury, Conn.; F. J. King, Brooklyn; 
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William Ransweiler, Brooklyn; George Stevens, 

Jersey City, N. J.; Erwin Carl, New York City; 
Joseph P. Marfing, Brooklyn. This was the 
largest class I ever instructed in New York City, 

and nearly every name, as I look over this 

register, is clear to me yet. I would so much 
like to revisit and meet many of the good people 
of the Eastern and New England states. But 
I fear everything has so greatly changed that my 

former friends and students would not know me. 

This ended my visit to the East, and I then 
returned to the state of my nativity, and on 

October II, 12, 13 and 14, 1892, opened at 
Indianapolis, Ind., at Kregelo & Whitsett's 
funeral parlors. This class was started by 
W. L. Austill, Elwood, and Harry B. Roberts, 
Mooreland, Ind., and included L. S. Buckles, 
Thornton; David Harem, Lebanon; Max Herr

lick, New Palestine; A. B. Wickizer, Argos; 
John Davidson, Lyons; H. H. Hoadley, Dan

ville; J. Bergeman, Freelandville; J. E. Star
buck, Sheridan; J. A. Peterson, Warsaw; Adam 
Grimm, Rossville; C. E. Crawley, Sullivan; 
Carna Williams, Seymore; M. L. Meeks, Mun-
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cie; J. W. Crothers, Bloomington; H. Crowell, 
Summitville; D. C. Barnhill, Crawfordsville; 
B. G. Rahing, Teutopolis, Ill.; J. Leigh Harper, 

Xenia, Ohio. Material for demonstrations be

fore the class was sent from Cincinnati, in the 

guise of a barrel of fluid and was returned after 
used for burial in the potter's field. 

The next trip was to Chicago, Ill., where we 

were in session October 181 19, 20 and 21 1 at 
Bohemian Hall, De Koven Street. Here the 
lectures, dinners and demonstrations were all 
handled in the latest style. I remember on 

the last day, Saturday, we had not concluded 
the work on the cadaver by dinner time, and 
the body was moved over toward the wall, 
and the table spread with edibles, furnished by 

J. T. Richards, of the Chicago Coffin Co. The 
first to enlist was A. Becklean, Galva, Ill. Then 
came Robert Brown, Sharon, Wis.; C. Gebhart, 
Caberry, Ill.; Fred Ehringer, Washburn, Ill.; 

C. E. Clark, Durand, Ill.; J. W. Wiltfong, 
Plymouth, Ind.; Z. T. McCown, St. Joseph, 
Ill.; J. A. Fickle, Hoopeston, Ill.; S. A. Kuter, 
Hinckley, Ill.; H. I. Fletcher, Ridge Farm, 
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Ill.; M. E. Cornwall, La Grange, Ind.; T. J. 
Clark, Seneca, Ill.; A. J. Baughman, Sparland, 

Ill.; Edward Weaver, Harney, 111.; Joseph Pul
ver, Viroqua, Wis.; F. B. Aldous, South Bend, 

Ind.; J. W. Bowman, Chicago; G. F. Carver, 
Canton, Ill.; Peter Geisen, Crown Point, Ind.; 
Alfred H. Muhlke, Deerfield, Ill.; Jacob Van 
Derhook, Sault Ste. Marie, Mich.; C. E. Black
burn, Monmouth, Ill.; F. E. Eckenfelder, Peru, 
Ill.; Alexander Reid, Hampshire, Ill.; D. L. 
Barnard, Earlville, Ill.; R. Vickery, Sheridan, 
Ill.; M. W. Wade, Hutchinson, Kan.; L. C. 
Burr, Tolono, Ill.; F. A. Lepell, Valparaiso, 

Ind.; P.H. Geisen, Crown Point, Ind.; J. A. 
Etting, Crown Point, Ind.; H. P. Leseberg, 
Monee, Ill.; Henry G. Arms, London Mills, 
Ill.; D.S. Keller, Salem, Iowa; George Oblan
der, Freeport, Ill.; W. E. Martin, Macomb, 
Ill.; J.B. Dilley, Hebron, Ind.; T. M. Bacon, 
Champaign, Ill.; A. B. Zybell, Monticello, Ill.; 

George H. Hornby, Valentine, Neb.; H. F. 

Wilsmann, Fur River, Wis.; 0. H. Schultz, 
Newell, Iowa; G. S. Croft, Geneseo, Ill.; 0. S. 

Osborn, Milford, Ill.; J.M. Harvey, Rushville, Ill. 
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From Chicago we went to St. Louis, where 

we found a rousing class awaiting our coming. 

We opened there on October 25 and continued 
until the 28th. The lectures were held at 
Lightstone Hall, Eleventh Street and Franklin 
Avenue. George E. Bundy, of Roodhouse, Ill., 
delivered the opening remarks, in the course of 
which he said: "I'll get at the bottom of every 

artery or cut the whole body up." Those regis

tering for this session were: J. W. Frey, Monett, 
Mo. ; F. W. Diegen, New Athens, Ill.; W. H. 
Moore, Little Rock, Ark.; F. E. Royden, Vin
ton, Iowa; M. Wilhelm, Collinsville, Ill.; Wil
liam Bauer, Alton, Ill.; 0. F. Gauer, Morrison
ville, Ill.; J. C. Stienhans, Troy, Ill.; 0. F. 
Pfetzing, Havana, Ill.; Jesse I. Miller, Ray
mond, Ill.; Alexander McDonald, Huntsville, 

Mo.; E. D. Sigler, St. Louis; Ely Paxson, 

Springfield, Mo.; G. W. Brickler, East St. 
Louis, Ill.; John Benner, Jr., East St. Louis, 
Ill . ; J . H . Fox, White Hall, Ill . ; Frank Gund
lach, Belleville, Ill.; G. W. Gwinn, Altamont, 
Ill.; John Armend, M. Haughey and A. L. 
McFein, St. Louis; H . H. Droste, Mt. Olive, 
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Ill.; Fred Stumpf, Tower Hill, Ill.; A. J. 
Howell, Alton, Ill.; M. Schroeppel, Collinsville, 

Ill.; C. P. Vansickle, Girard, Ill.; F. A. Hess, 

Pana, Ill. (Mr. Hess told me several years later 

that the money spent to attend this school was 

worth several thousand dollars to him); Charles 

D. Roberts, Murphreysboro, Ill.; G. H. Otto, 

Washington, Mo.; T. B. Volmer, Carlyle, Ill.; 

Samuel Berry, Palmyra, Ill.; H. C. Begole, 

Belleville, Ill.; George W. Fisher, St. Louis; 

Charles Bachman, Lebanon, Ill.; A. F. Lange, 

White Hall, Ill.; W. L. Wooster, Litchfield, Ill. 

From St. Louis we wended our way to Kan

sas City, and opened at Carlatt & Sons' par

lors, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and 

Friday, November I, 2, 3 and 4, 1892. We had 

for demonstrations the body of a colored man, a 

mulatto, who was a janitor, had consumption, 

and wisely left a few hundred dollars for burial. 

His death was due to suicide. The top of his 

head was almost entirely blown off by a shot
gun he had used. Some portions of the brain 

were strewn around the room and others deco

rated the walls and ceiling. This case gave the 
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class an opportunity to see the plaster of paris 

method of building up the skull or cranial cavity. 
We replaced whatever parts of the skull we could 
find and colored the bare places with powdered 
burnt umber and plaster. We then proceeded 
with the demonstration, and when completed 

we gave the remains full arterial embalming. 
If any of the class should chance to read this 

they will probably remember this incident, and 
also the other body of which I make mention 
at the close of this chapter. The enrolment of 
this class included George J. Brown, Excelsior 
Springs, Mo., then an employe of D. M. Wells 
& Co.; George A. Konantz, Uniontown, Kan., 
member of the firm of Goodlander & Konantz; 

E. 0. Stevenson, Stillwater, Okla.; J. S. John
son, Osawatomie, Kan.; Thomas W. Burk, 
Mound City, Mo.; Robert H . Chenoweth, 

Ottawa, Kan.; H. J. Johnson, Kansas City, 
Mo.; W. G. Kenneke, Kansas City, Mo. ; I. 
W. Gill, Wichita, Kan.; E. E. Smith, Garnett, 
Kan.; J. W. Sexton, Leavenworth, Kan. The 
second subject used for demonstrating before 
the class was that of an octoroon, female, about 
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160 pounds, who had died of pneumonia, one of 

the most perfect forms I ever saw with meas
urement over ninety-six per cent. perfect. 

A week was spent in Wichita, Kan., in lec
turing to the Kansas University of Embalming. 

This engagement was on a fee and no record 
was left of the class. At the close of the Kansas 
City class, I was assured of a much larger class 
if I would return before going to Pittsburgh, Pa.; 
and on November IO, I opened up with just 
thirty students. The lectures and demonstra

tions were held in the club room on Fifteenth 
Street, Kansas City, and the first to register 
was H. E. Denny, Oregon, Mo., followed by 

C. W. Nute, Maitland, Mo.; J . P. Andrews and 

A. J. Andrews, Blue Springs, Mo.; J. S. Prather, 
Excelsior Springs, Mo.; W. A. Pentzer, Butler, 
Mo.; T. N. Sanown, Waverly, Mo.; William 

H. Kinger, Savannah, Mo.; J. H. Hutchinson, 

Edwards Springs, Mo.; William Beckman, Cole
camp, Mo.; David Kidwell, Versailles, Mo.; 
W. J. Dornwork, Browning, Mo.; W. P. Jaques, 
Urbana, Ill.; R. M. Calloway, Monett, Mo.; 
H. Bestmann, Kirksville, Mo.; Thomas S. 
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Thornton and J. S. Regan, St. Joseph, Mo.; 
Joseph Martin, Lee's Summit, Mo.; W. H. 

Barnes, Plattsburg, Mo.; J. C. Herms, Neosho, 
Mo.; C. F. Hanks, Norborne, Mo.; S. T. Cor
bett, Odessa, Mo.; J. 0. Buren, Jamesport, 
Mo.; Charles Lippman, Maryville, Mo.; Joseph 
F. Heiser, Kingston, Mo.; James F. Speed, 

Liberty, Mo.; Charles Mosby, Liberty, Mo.; 

Jacob Haas, Corder, Mo. ; Theodore Axlino, 
Webb City, Mo.; C. W. Barnes, Plattsburg, 

Mo. 
At this session two bodies were used in demon

strating, and an unusual condition was found 
in the arteries of one body. On the left side, 
where partial paralysis had existed, the limy 
formation was present in the form of scales, 

while on the right side there was a sandy for

mation. The innominate was one and a half 

inches long, the right common carotid divided 
an inch above the epiglottis, the femoral and 
right iliac arteries covered the vein half below 
its formation and continued the entire length 
of the thigh into the popliteal space. 
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Chapter XVI 

Pittsburgh's Largest Class-Baltimore Skeptics Convinced 
-New Orleans Converted to Embalming-Rev. 

"Sam" Jones' Cousin, an Undertaker, at Marietta, 
Ga., Showed "Sam's" Dray-Columbus', 

Ohio, Only Lady Embalmer-More 
about Professor R. B. Weaver, 

Philadelphia's Great 
Anatomist 

PITTSBURGH, Pa., Union Veterans' 

Hall, November 15, 16, 17, 18, 1892. The 
entries at this session were the largest in 

number of our experience in this city, and I was 

indebted to the lamented Hudson Samson for his 
assistance in caring for the material for demon
stration sent from the anatomical society at Phil
adelphia. We had with us: James B. Tippett, 
Point Pleasant, W.Va.; P. J. O'Reilly, Pittsburgh, 
Pa.; Thomas D. Turner, Wilkinsburg, Pa.; Daniel 

Fackiner, Punxsutawney, Pa.; J. B. Edmund
son, Prospect, Pa.; Albert Zink, Steubenville, 

Ohio; James A. Abraham, West Elizabeth, Pa.; 
I. S. Zimmerman, Plumville, Pa.; C. W. Alie-
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brand, Duquesne, Pa.; H. H. Sweeney, Houtz

dale, Pa.; M. F. Leslie, Pittsburgh; James A. 
Lindsey, Steubenville, Ohio; Amos Fryer, 

Bridgeville, Pa.; H. K. Koegler, Butler, Pa.; 
William J. S. Harmer, Shinnston, W. Va.; W. 
J. Flickinger, Columbiana, Ohio; J. H. Gillen, 
Homestead, Pa.; William Pappert, Allegheny, 

Pa.; H. W. Flick, Tarentum, Pa.; W. W. Hun
ter, McKeesport, Pa.; William M. Noble, Pitts
burgh; E. S. Flickinger, Columbiana, Ohio; M. 
W. Flanigan, Confluence, Pa.; Eli Musgrave, 

Fairmount, W. Va.; E. W. Huff, Monaca, Pa.; 

W. L. Robert, Fredonia, Pa.; S. E. Paine, 
Orwell, Ohio; Frank Bebout, Monongahela 
City, Pa.; J.B. Pearsoll, Grove City, Pa.; J. H. 
Paisley, Toronto, Ohio; W. J. Snyder, Manor, 
Pa.; L. H. Taylor, Irwin, Pa.; J. H. Ramey, 
Toronto, Ohio; N. H. Gosser, Apollo, Pa.; 

Edward H. Humphriville, Mt. Pleasant, Ohio; 

N. A. Stevens, Altoona, Pa.; Frank X. Brad
ley, Jefferson, Pa.; M. E. Stiffler, Giant, Pa.; 
T. W. Watson, Harrisville, Ohio; J. D. Speckler, 
Hillsdale, Ohio; W. R. Eaton, Sewickley, Pa.; 
C. W. Pugh, Stoyestown, Pa.; David R. Lewis, 
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Pittsburgh; Joseph Voltz, with H. Samson, 

Pittsburgh; D. M. Thornburg, Elm Grove, W. 
Va.; J. D. McKinley, McKeesport, Pa.; S. S. 

Macklin, Youngstown, Ohio; Benjamin L. 
Sharp, Steubenville, Ohio; Sloan McComb, 

Clarion, Pa.; H. W. Klingensmith, Leechburg, 

Pa.; Samuel C. Crawford, Brownsville, Pa.; 

Daniel Edwards (colored), Pittsburgh; D. 

Bowers, Leechburg, Pa. For several years after 

the close of this class I had letters from most of 

the students expressing great pleasure and men

tioning the good the lessons were to them. 

Baltimore (Howard House), November 22, 23, 

24, 25, 1892. There were some very eminent 
people in this class and some who in previous 

years had said that embalming could never be 

made a success; and there were others who had 

said that an embalmer, to be successful, should 

be a graduated medical man or physician. But 

afterward they realized that the lessons were so 
plain and simple that they concluded to come 

and see. Ferdinand Gawler, Washington, was 

first to register, and a year afterward he told me 

it was the best money he ever spent in the busi-
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ness. John F. Russom, Hillsboro, Md., was 
next and George W. Kurtz, Winchester, Va., 
third. The captain was of the true old Virginia 

type of gentleman, as a visit to his home several 

years after proved. I. Samuel Lawson, Crisfield, 
Md., soon became a convert; so did C. H. 
Feete, Brunswick, Md.; John B. Bailey, Level, 
Md.; William T. Lewis, Kemptown, Md.; Wil
liam H. Smith, Princess Anne, Md.; Leonard 
Ritz, Jr., Baltimore; Charles L. Phair, Laurel, 
Md.; George W. Bittle, Myersville, Md.; Har
ley 0. Riggin, Laurel; B. E . Mason, Chrome, 

Pa.; William Bats, Baltimore; Louis Heemann, 

Baltimore; C. H. Virts, Hillsboro, Va.; C. W. 
Cashell, Unity, Md.; R. W. Eddins, Centreville, 
Md.; H. H. Geiselman, Westminster, Md.; G. 
G. Bair, Hanover, Pa.; J. King, Oxford, Pa.; 
and then came R. W. Barker, Washington, D. 
C., for whom I embalmed the remains of a beau
tiful young lady who died while on a visit to 
Washington, the remains being shipped to the 

late Joseph W. Laube, Richmond, Va.; William 
I. Mumma, Stewartstown, Pa.; H. A. Marke, 

Avendtsville, Pa., an old student, who came to 
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express his pleasure and the profit he had from 

his former lessons. 
There were several very funny incidents which 

occurred at this class, but they would hardly 
be proper to put in print-nothing bad, but just 

funny. If you see Dick Barker just ask him. 
J. King would probably remember them and 
so would the genial, good-natured Captain 

Kurtz. 
From here we went to Louisville, Ky., once 

more. The lectures and demonstrations were 
given at Gran W. Smith's, corner 8th and Jef
ferson Streets, November 29, 30 and December 

1 and 2, 1892. John S. Henry, Hawesville, Ky., 

S. E. Chements, Springfield, Ky., and George C. 

Wyatt, Rushville, Ind., were there. Mr. Wyatt 
has had wonderful success in establishing a fine 
furniture and undertaking trade. Others who 
registered were: C. F. Troutman, Shepherds
ville, Ky.; J. S. Allen, Sulphur, Ky.; A. C. Crim, 
Sellersburg, Ind.; J. George Barrett, Louisville; 

Claude Hollick, Gasport, Ind.; H. E. Conway, 
Princeton, Ind.; William Evans, Pleasureville, 
Ky.; P. L. O'Bryan, Greersville, Ky.; W. E. 
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Price, Louisville; G. W. Sacrey, Bagdad, Ky.; 

Ivy Burton, Kirksville, Ky.; John B. Stagg, 

Harrodsburg, Ky.; R. H. Kilgore, Catlettsburg, 

Ky.; Henry Bosse, Jr., Louisville; John M. 

Stevenson, Lexington, Ky.; William S. Taylor, 

Versailles, Ky.; Mr. Taylor was a student in the 

first class, at Cincinnati ending March 15, 1882. 

He was then with John T. Hinton, of Paris, Ky., 

and a few years later opened up at Versailles, 

and at his demise, the business was and is now 

conducted by his son, and the firm is still run

ning as W. S. Taylor & Son. 

The next class, following Louisville, was the 

closing of the tenth year of the Cincinnati school, 

and I opened up at Harrisburg, Pa., at Mc

Kee's Hall, December 6, 7, 8 and 9, 1892. The 

list consisted of C. J. Boyle, Plymouth, Pa.; 

J.C. Henninger, Newholland, Pa.; Charles W. 
Hower, Lewisburg, Pa.; I. J. Neagley, Mil

lersburg, Pa.; B. G. Klintob, Berwick, Pa.; C. 

G. Sellers, St. Thomas, Pa.; Charles A. Shaffer, 

Harrisburg, Pa.; Jacob Stouffer, Camp Hill, 

Pa.; J. Weir Millard, Lisburn, Pa.; H. B. 

Grubb, McConnellstown, Pa.; Henry Miller, 
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Elizabethtown, Pa.; George B. Lutz, Boiling 
Springs, Pa.; Harry Wilt, Steelton, Pa.; I. T. 
Buffington, Elizabethville, Pa.; T. A. Waddell, 
Mercersburg, Pa.; Christian Ober, Milton 
Grove, Pa.; T. M. Mauk, Carlisle, Pa.; E. M. 

Smith, Chambersburg, Pa.; J. D. Hawkins, 
Harrisburg, Pa.; Samuel Moses, Duncanon, Pa. 
A banquet was tendered by the Harrisburg 
Burial Case Co.,. through the courtesy of genial 
Charles A. Shaffer, the successful angel of funeral 
commerce. 

The new year of 'ninety-three opened up at 
my home, 265 West Main Street, Springfield, 

Ohio, January IO, II and 12, 1893. There were 
present: J. F. Pepple, Bainbridge, Ohio; E. H. 

Moore, Springfield; E. E. Gabriel, Milford Cen

ter; F. P. Bryan, Fairfield; Charles D. Morey, 
Marysville; E. M. McLain, Belle Center; T. 
C. Shilling, Troy; E. P. Miller, West Milton; 
Herman K. Horn, Bellefontaine, Ohio. This was 
not a large class, but a very enthusiastic one. 

Our next class was at New Orleans, La., and 
brought a change from the cold to a warmer 
clime. Lectures and demonstrations were held 
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at the show rooms of the Orleans Manufacturing 

Co., 125 South Peters Street, with the following 
enrolment: Mrs. Thomas W. Bothic, New 

Orleans; Mrs. M. L. Bothic, T. H. Daigue, 
Baton Rouge, La.; E. Duff, Jr., New Orleans; 

W. F. Daniels, New Orleans; R. V. Taylor, 
Natchez, Miss.; J. C. Fuller, New Iberia, La.; 
Charles Perkins, Brookhaven, Miss.; P. J. 
Schoen, New Orleans; A. M. Dulion, Biloxi, 
Miss.; P. E. Ducros, New Orleans; B. F. 

Markey, New Orleans. The city of New Orleans 
was a little tardy in taking up the art and some 

of those who had taken the lessons employed 

some of the younger people to do their work; 
especially was this the condition in the French 
part of the city, but now all, including the col
ored undertakers, are embalming their dead. 

Atlanta was next visited, and on January 31, 

and February I, 2 and 3, we opened to a class 
of twenty people. This was the foremost city 
south of Louisville and Memphis to adopt the 
embalming route to the cemetery. Robert 0. 
Watson, Anniston, Ala., was the first to regis

ter. Then came William H. Floyd, Social Circle, 
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Ga.; W. V. Almand, Conyers, Ga.; W. B. Smith, 
Barnesville, Ga.; William B. Moore, Brunswick, 
Ga.; G. H. Brandon, Dalton, Ga., now man
ager and principal of the Barclay and Brandon 

Co., who have an elegant establishment; George 

M. Tolly, Anderson, S. C.; Charles 0. Summers, 
Barnesville, Ga. ; Joseph J. Black, Marietta, Ga. 
Marietta is the Rev. Sam Jones' home town, and 
his cousin, who is still in business, showed 
me the dray he used to run to haul baggage 
from the train, and by nightfall it was generally 
spent for drink. D. A. Keating, Macon, Ga., 

at one time had the leading business, but he 

became too familiar with John Barleycorn and 
his business went with it. H . J. Donnelly, 

Atlanta, Ga.; J . J. Ansel, Walhalla, Ga.; 
W. S. Richards, Rome, Ga.; H. M. Patterson, 
a student of the first Atlanta class; T. S. Bagley, 
Oxford, Ala. ; John D. Floyd, Washington, Ga.; 
D. E. Mciver, Ocala, Florida. It was here that 

Mciver wallowed in the first snow he had seen 
for seventeen years and made and threw snow

balls at every one in sight. L. H. Burghard, 
then with Wood & Bond, Macon, Ga., who is 
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now doing a very successful business in his 

own name; and John F. Barclay, now for several 
years enjoying his greatly deserved rest in 
heaven. If there ever was a saintly, unselfish 
man he was one. 

From Atlanta we bade the good people good
bye to reach Nashville, Tenn., February 7, 9, 
and IO, 1893. A. B. Rollow, Clarkesville, Tenn., 

was the first to enlist, and then came Arthur G. 
Norwood, Jackson, Tenn.; J. W. Henry, Spring
field, Tenn.; T. M. Evans, Athens, Tenn.; W. 

F. Davis, Dickson, Tenn.; J. A. Fisher, Tusca
loosa, Ala.; Alexander E. Goodwin, Nashville; 
B. G. Clows, Murfreesboro, Tenn.; 0. H. Game
well, of the same city, and W. Hollis, Pem

broke, Ky. Hollis is one of the most enthusi
astic men in embalming of the great state. T. 
Hawley Payne, Bowling Green, Ky., is entitled 

to the credit of making embalming a successful 

feature of his business before any other person 
in his entire section of the old Blue Grass State. 

Columbus, Ohio, February 28, and March 1, 

2 and 3, 1893, was the next course, and the 
Grand Central Hotel was the place of lee
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tures. The demonstrations were held close by. 
Edward Dever, Fredericktown, Ohio, was first 

on the list. Then came L. L. Lane, Ashley, 

Ohio; S. A. Lafferty, Caldwell, Ohio; Samuel 

Watt, Xenia, Ohio; George W. Barnes, Center

burg, Ohio; T. W. Ballinger, West Mansfield, 

Ohio; John W. Adams, Columbus, Ohio; and 

the last one was Mrs. Anna E. Smith, then the 
only embalmer of Columbus, Ohio, who since 

her second marriage has, very much against her 

desires, given up the work she loved so well. 

After finishing up, we descended to Charles

ton, S. C., and on March 7, 8, 9 and IO, 1893, 

gave lectures at the St. Charles Hotel and 

demonstrations at the City Hospital. There 

were present: W. I. Wilson, Allendale, S. C., 
who was first to register (Mr. Wilson has 

since removed to Augusta, Ga., and fitted up 

elegant quarters and is doing the leading busi

ness); William W. Moore, Barnwell, S. C., the 

live wire of his part of the state; James E. 
Henderson, Savannah, Ga.; George W. Bolger, 

Charleston; James S. Weeks, Savannah; J. 

Henry Stuhr, Charleston, who has gained a very 
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fine business among the American and German 

Protestants; John McAlister, who while with 

his brother Col. Jim McAlister, was the first 

embalmer in Charleston and attended the 

first school we conducted in Brooklyn, N. Y.; 

Charles J. Hookey, King Street, Charleston, who 

has relatives in the same business in Phila

delphia. I remember embalming a young man 

of twenty-four for Mr. Hookey, and another 

undertaker, who thought he ought to have had it, 

wanted me to try to turn it over to him. 

The next trip was a long one and a week 

intervened between the Charleston class to 

the one to be held at Philadelphia, March 21, 

22, 23 and 24, 1893. Our headquarters were at 

the Windsor Hotel, and the lectures and demon

strations were at the Hahnemann Medical 

College, under the assistance of that very 

clever and magnificent gentleman, Prof. Rufus 

B. Weaver. His anatomical exhibit at the 

world's fair in Chicago was the best of all the 

exhibits from all the world. Prof. H. S. Eckels 

carried a skeleton of the arterial circulation 

made by Dr. Weaver. There were twenty-eight 
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at this class, and the subjects were, as always 
before, the very best, fresh and clean. W. J. 
Landis, Coatesville, Pa., was the first to register, 
and the next was Samuel N. Pastorius, of the 
firm of Kirk & Nice, Germantown. Frank H. 
Foster, Port Deposit, Md., was next; then 

came Al. C. Marple, Germantown, Pa.; Albert 
S. Worthington, Mozart, Pa.; W. A. Hood, 
Hammonton, N. J.; George J. Yaeger, Mauch 
Chunk, Pa.; Frank Ball, Quakertown, Pa.; 
George H. Hollenback, Bernville, Pa.; James 
P. Soby, Philadelphia; James B. Weaver, Phila
delphia; H. C. Michaels, Centralia, Pa.; A. 
Weir, Philadelphia; Joseph V. Clark, Charles

boro, N. J.; Daniel T. Killroy, Wilmington, 
Del.; Joseph McGonigal, Conshohocken, Pa.; 

Francis F. Seidel, Reading, Pa.; Henry C. 
Hickey, Philadelphia; J. W. Reavey, Stratford, 
Pa.; Charles Z. Denues, York, Pa.; E. S. Miller, 

Reading, Pa.; Charles H. Bowen, Philadelphia; 

Joseph Enos, Odessa, Del.; J. R. Kilmer, Wil
mington, Del., who came over to take a post
graduate course; Hunter Henninger, Reading, 

Pa.; Robert McKnight, Philadelphia; H. Small-
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wood, May's Landing, N. J.; Philip A. Tallon, 

Trenton, N. J. It was a very pleasant and suc

cessful class. 

Scranton, Pa., headquarters Westminster 

hotel, March 28, 29, 30, 31, 1893. Charles E. 

Howell, Pittston, was first on the list; then came 

J. H. Stephens, Waymart, Pa.; Charles C. 

Loercher, Honesdale; Peter McGranagan, Pleas

ant Mount; Richard Thompson, Croton, N. Y.; 

A. R. Innes, Bodines, Pa.; Arthur Chaffee, 

Camptown, Pa.; George Fenne, Storm ton, Pa.; 

Thomas J. Davis, Taylor, Pa.; H. F. Batten

berg, Jermyn, Pa.; M. T. Miller, Scranton; 

W. H. Hazlett, Scranton; Philip J. Boyle, 

Hazleton; G. C. Timlin, Taylor, Pa.; Patrick 

Golden, Dunmore, Pa.; G. A. Miller, W. C. 

Price, Mrs. M. Hessinger, Scranton; George 

W. Thomas, Wilkes-Barre, Pa.; L. W. Miller, 

Plains, Pa.; D. L. Jones, Scranton; J.C. Boyle, 

Plymouth, Pa. These composed the first class 

at Scranton, and it was a very satisfactory assem

blage, and all gave me a hearty encouragement 

to return at some future time. The body was 

from the State Anatomical Society, Philadelphia. 
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Chapter XVII 

Professor Clarke's Second "Invasion" of Canada-Is Re
ceived with Open Arms-Putting Handles on Cheap 

Coffins with Nails-No Burden on the Casket in 
the Coast Cities in Maine-The Famous 

World's Fair Class in Chicago-Lecturing 
before the orthwestern Association 

-Value of Seven Failures 

OUR next appointment was at Pittsburgh, 
Pa., where we had always had good 

classes. We opened up in U. V. A. Hall, 

on April 4, S, 6, and 7, 1893. We had with us: 
B. Wintersteen, Reedsburg, Ohio; H. H. Huston, 

Somerset, Pa.; H. J. George, South Fork, Pa.; 
S. S. Hunt, West Sunbury, Pa.; J. A. Bower, 
Knoxville, Ohio; E. W. Huff, Monaca, Pa.; J. 
A. Duff, Allegheny; Samu(;!! Neal, Elderton, 
Ohio; Eli Musgrave, Fairmount, W. Va.; S. 

Knight, Windridge, Pa.; Henry Ley, Allegheny 
City; Joseph Voltz, with H. Samson, Pittsburgh; 
Albert Zink, Steubenville, Ohio; Edw!}rd A. 

Humphreyville, Mt. Pleasant, Ohio; J.B. Pear-
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sall, Grove City, Pa.; Daniel Edwards, Pitts
burgh; F. R. Goodrich, Girard, Ohio; C. W. 
Eberle, Quaker City, Ohio; W. W. Hunter, 
McKeesport, Pa.; C. W. Allebrand, Duquesne, 
Pa.; John P. Eaton, Sewickley, Pa.; Frank 
Bebout, Monongahela; John H. Pearsley, Toron
to, Ohio; Dan Fackimen, Punxsutawney; Joseph 
Fisher, Newry, Pa.; Harry A. Wray, Pittsburgh. 

Syracuse, N. Y., April 12, 13, 14, and 15, 1893: 

Mrs. C. D. Sweet, Phoenix, N. Y.; H. C. Morton, 
Phoenix, N. Y.; Charles S. Sanderson, Seneca 
Falls, N. Y.; John J. Sullivan, Greenbush, N. Y.; 
L. G. Fish, Adams, N. Y.; F. M. Briggs, Homer, 
N. Y.; FrankH. Gates, Edmeston, N. Y.; R.H. 
Kelley, Savannah; J. H. Cummings, Gouverneur, 
N. Y.; G. H. Skiff, Trenton, N. Y.; E. B. Baker, 
Phoenix, N. Y.; F. D. Whitney, New Haven, 
N. Y.; P.H. Demmon, Locke, N. Y.; Willard 
Cutler, Moravia, N. Y.; Charles P. Ryan, Syra
cuse; Philetus A. Olney, New Hope, N. Y.: 
George J. Haberer, Lowville, N. Y.; Frank P. 
Lansing, Copenhagen, N. Y.; James Doyle, Jr., 
Utica, N. Y.; J. D. Corcoran, Rome, N. Y.; 
Charles F. Scheuerman, Rochester, N. Y.; J. W. 
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Roylands, Hamilton, N. Y.; A. B. Weathersby, 

Victor, N. Y. 
Our next stand was the second visit to Canada, 

and this time it was at Brockville, Ontario. I am 
pleased to acknowledge the kind hospitality that 
awaited me here. We opened to a goodly number 
and consumed day and evening of May 2, 3, 4, 

and S, 1893. The first to register was, William 
Kilgour, Morrisburg, Ont.; then followed A. H. 
Brum, Lonsdale; Joseph W. Reid, Kingston; 
Frank C. Reid, F. W. Lord, Kingston; George 

Shipman, Ottawa; S. A. McKenzie, Gananoque; 
J. W. Bertram, Harrowsmith; E . S. Gregory, 

South Mountain; L. W. Shipman, Almonte; 
Joseph L. Tickell, Bellville; R. S. Dalzell, Wad
dington, N. Y.; John H. Donald, Hammond, 
N. Y.; Samuel S. Corbett, Kingston, Ont.; 
William G. Bell, Heuvelton, N. Y.; Claude L. 

Preston, Heuvelton, N. Y.; John W. McEwan, 
Brockville, Ont.; G. P. Chamberlain, Delta; 

George E. Judson, Athens; James Young, 
Lanark; William Edwards, Jr., Gananoque; A. 
H. Swarts, Brockville; C. H. Finkle, Newberg; 
James Robertson, of Tees & Co., Montreal, P. Q.: 
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Miss Josephine Harris, James A. McGillis, Og
densburg, N. Y.; B. Freeman, Prescott, Ont.; 
John Ennis, Smith Falls, Ont. 

In answer to a former request, and through 

J. R. Sederquest and David Fitzpatrick, I opened 

up in St. Johns, N.B., on May 8, 9, IO, and II, 

1893. The lectures and demonstrations were 
held at Berryman Hall, and the first to register 
was Mark Wright, P. E. Island; Frank M. 
Brown, Pugwash, N. S., followed; then came, 

J. M. Fulmer, Truro, N. S.; Patrick Fitzpatrick, 
St. Johns (it was Mr. Fitzpatrick who showed 

me how they put handles on cheap, double-top 
coffins with 8-penny nails, clinching them on the 

inside); M. J. Murphy, St. John; Edwin Hallet, 

Sussex; John O'Neill, St. John; D. H. Johnston, 
Moncton, N. B.; John G. Adams, Frederickton; 
W. H. Wallace, Sussex; George C. Lawrence, 

St. John; David F. Fitzpatrick, St. John; J. 
R. Sederquest, St. Stephen; T. Fred Powers, St. 

John; R. L. Maltby, Newcastle; Fred A. Ross, 
Milltown, Me.; Miss Lizzie and Miss Annie 

O'Neill, St. John; H. A. Tuttle, Moncton; N. 
W. Brenan, St. John; George A. Chamberlain, 
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St. John. At the close of this class, on Saturday, 
there was a celebration at the Royal club rooms 
and cafe, and the design was to floor or lay out 

the American professor and show him how kindly 
they felt toward him. But in the wind-up he 
was able to escort those who could walk back to 
the hotel. Their great wonder was how an 
American could drink so much and keep perfectly 
straight, but when I told them the color of gin 
and water were identical they saw a light. I was 
very sorry I could not accept the very hearty 
invitation extended me by Mark Wright to go 

to the Island to enjoy the fine fishing, and that 
of Frank M. Brown, of Pugwash, who also 

desired to show me what splendid fishing he had. 
How many times I have wished that I could 

have spent two or more weeks there and enjoyed 
the hospitality of these genuine, good-hearted 
people. But I did see the tide ebb and flow up 

the St. Johns River, a flow of twenty-eight feet 
coming up through the Bay of Fundy. 

Portland, Me., May 16, 17, 18, 19, 1893. 

Lectures and medical demonstrations at Greely 

Hospital. I remember the trip via boat and rail 
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from St. Johns, and that I saw the first sardine 
fisheries, which were very interesting. When I 
landed at Portland I went directly to the hotel, 

secured accommodations, and spent a few hours 
with Abel Hunt, who had attended a class at 

New York City several years previously, and 
then visited the undertakers. N. W. Fogg, of 
Freeport, Maine, was first to register. Then 
followed 0. D. Gorham, all the way from 
Gorham, La.; Roy G. Fernald, Wilton; John G. 

Downs, Portland; E. H. Moxcey, Yarmouth; E. 
M. Robinson, Phillips; James B. Tobin, Portland; 
Frank L. Ilsley, Portland; H. W. Rich, Portland; 

Andrew J. Rich, Portland, and F. J. Howe, 
Gorham, N. H. The delightful trip via water 
to Boston was one I had anticipated for two 
weeks, and I sat in the stern enjoying the moon
light on the sea until the wee sma' hours. 

Boston, May 23, 24, 25, 26, 1893. G. A. R. 
Hall was the meeting place, and the class con
sisted of Patrick W. Murphy, Salem, Mass.; C. 
H. Walker, Warren, Mass.; D. W. Bellows, Paw

tucket, R. I.; John H. Peak, Jr., Boston; Win
throp D. Crosier, Pittsfield, Mass.; M. C. Keefe, 
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Westfield, Mass.; S. A. Griswold, Westfield; J. 
P. Cleary, post-graduate, E. Boston; John G. 
Cleary, Boston; Joseph W. Stancombe, post

graduate, with John Hall, Quincy, Mass.; Alger 
E. Eaton, Needham, Mass.; William E. Andrews, 
with J. Tinkham, Boston; Charles 0. Harris, 
Boston; Charles C. Leveridge, with L. Jones & 

Son, Boston. I remember the fish dinner on 
Sunday at Point-au-Pines, and the jolly times 
we had before taking the Fall River line to New 
York, where our next class was to be conducted. 

New York City, May 30, 31, June I, 2, 1893. 
The first to register and show his desire to go 
with the crowd to success was Andrew Mcllvary, 

Morristown, N. J.; and then came James E. 
Merricle, Ellenville, N. Y.; Charles W. Hall, 

ew Canaan, Conn.; then came forward from 
Bethel, Conn., Allen T. Sandford; Charles 
Gorsch, Jr., Roxbury, N. Y.; Frank Reynolds, 

Petersburgh, N. Y.; C. E. Remsen, Roslyn, L. I.; 
W. F. Southard, Seaford, L. I.; John Nolan, Mt. 
Vernon, N. Y.; Charles May, Brooklyn; William 

Theodore Lutz, Brooklyn; Michael J. Fox, 117th 
St., New York; George F. Lemair, Bayonne, N. 
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J.; Peter Connolly, E. 8th St., New York; 

JosephF.Hunter, Third Ave., NewYork;Michael 

F. Walker, New Haven, Conn.; P. Charles 

Murphy, 49 Madison Ave., New York; William 

H. Terry, Southhold, N. Y.; E. W. Hinman, 

Brooklyn. This was a very interesting class, 

and I well remember the trip made to Coney 

Island, the dip in the sea, and the Wiener sand

wich after, and the many delightful sights and 

scenes, returning in time for a good night's rest. 

Buffalo, N. Y., opening on June 13, 14, 15, 16, 
at the Cadets' Club rooms. We had with us: 

J. Mahley, Ripley, N. Y.; John Ulmer, Attica, 

N. Y.; E. I. Marsh, Eldred, Pa.; T. A. Carter, 

and Mrs. T. A. Carter, Eldred, Pa.; Hiram D. 

Streeter, Bliss, N. Y.; D. S. Walker, Dansville, 

N. Y.; L. E. Thompson, Dansville, N. Y.; H. H. 

Sasse, Southport, Pa.; E. H. Gruetzner, Hanover, 

Ont.; G.D. Williamson, Batavia, N. Y.; L. M. 

Allen, North Java, N. Y.; A. Lawrence, Welland, 

Ont.; George P. Gaston, Silver Creek, N. Y.; A. 

W. Green, Conesus, N. Y.; Herbert S. Johnson, 

post-graduate, and George E. Beach, post-grad

uate, Buffalo. M. Morse, South Niagara Falls, 
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Ont., did not get to attend the demonstrations, 
being called home to attend a call and conduct 

a funeral. Mr. Johnson, a student of the first 
class in Buffalo, was there with his uncle, the 
late lamented John B. Sackett, who was at the 
head of the New York State Association and at 

Chicago should have been made president of 
the National Association, but a prearranged 
program and a flowery speech from an Ohio 
member nominated 0. N. Crane. If R. R. 

Bringhurst of Philadelphia had followed with a 

speech, Mr. Sackett would have been nominated 
and elected. 

Chicago was reached next and we opened 
again at Bohemian Hall, Dekoven Street, and 
the first name was that of W. H. Antes, Evans
ville, Wis., who has since organized and success

fully conducted several casket factories. Then 
came M. T. Amerman, Onargo, Ill.; P. M. Carna
han, Aledo, Ill.; A. Stedman, South Haven, 

Mich.; P. Christiansen, Racine, Wis.; I. L. At
wood, Paxton, Ill.; John W. Grapes, Gibson 

City, Ill.; F. J. McClory, Chicago; James T. 
McSherry, Joliet, Ill.; H. S. Beach, Sycamore, 

[ 315] 



REMINISCENCES OF EARLY EMBALMING 

Ill.; E. Bloomley, Grand Rapids, Mich.; Frank 
E. Bartle, Dodgeville, Wis.; Fred Gebhardt, 
Odell, Ill.; W. F. Bigelow, Evansville, Wis.; W. 
S. Lamb, Gibson City, Ill.; J. W. Edwards, 
Bellflower, Ill.; M. C. Spangler, Williamsfield, 

Ill.; J. J. Ronan, DeKalb, Ill.; Henry Huber, 
Hammond, Ind.; J. Nace, Carthage, Ill.; C. E. 
Lackore, Morgan Park, Ill.; H. F. Kugle, River 
Grove, Ill.; Walter Drew, Waukegan, Ill.; C. M. 
Healy, So. Haven, Mich.; Walter A. Henning, 

Tomah, Wis.; the last two were post-graduates, 
who were successful in the work and believed 

that a refreshing up would add to the store of 

knowledge which had proved so valuable to 
them. 

Dubuque, Iowa, was reached and we opened 
up on June 27. There were twenty-five attend
ing this class, which was headed by Louis Patzie, 
Des Moines, Iowa, a former student. Next 

came P. C. Heege, Independence, Iowa; E. E. 
Pfaff, Sigourney, Iowa; W. F. Munz, Holstein, 
Iowa; Millard F. Stevens, Fulton, Ill.; A. H. 

Wendt, Port Byron, Ill.; William Witt, Elkader, 
Iowa; David McMurray, Andrew, Iowa; Alonzo 
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Miller, Benton, Wis.; John Sullivan, Apple 
River, Wis.; Frank McGowan, Clear Lake, 
Iowa; H. T. Thompson, Forest City, Iowa; W. 
V. Williams, Manchester, Iowa; W. E. Pinckney, 

H. Nissen, Davenport, Iowa; F. J. Paschang, 
Ottumwa, Iowa; E. R. Smith, Stockton, Ill.; 
Daniel Jordan, Chicago; Paul Lippert, Dyers
ville, Iowa; G. Meverden, Cresco, Iowa; T. 

Baker, Prairieburg, Iowa; C. C. Grindell, Platte
ville, Wis.: J. G. King, Cedar Rapids, Iowa; H. 
R. Lorin, Warren, Ill. Our first student from 
Dubuque was Matthias T. Huffman, familiarly 

known as Matt, and he came to see us and gave 

the class a great encouragement as to what was 
in store for them if they would but follow and 

practise the teachings they would receive from 
the veteran instructor. 

While still in the West, it seemed best to re
visit that renowned and busy city of Omaha, 

and on July S we opened at Hibsman Hall and 
the first to say he was ready to sign was George 

E. Sellers, Walnut, Iowa, followed by J. L. 
Snavely, Greenfield, Iowa; E. R. Booth, Adair, 

Iowa; H. F. Blust, Avoca, Iowa; A. E. De Cou, 
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Woodbine, Iowa; John C. Pfeifer, Portsmouth, 
Iowa; E. G. Day, Villisca, Iowa; S. M. Pressly, 
Sidney, Iowa; C. J. Salomon, Denison, Iowa; P. 
J. Biglin, O'Neill, Neb.; S. G. Hersman, Red Oak, 
Iowa; J. N. Wise, Dow City, Iowa; N. P. Swan
son, successor to Swanson & Valliene, Omaha. 
I know of no man who has made a greater suc

cess of the knowledge gained at this class than 

Swanson. Western-like, he is a progressive in 

every sense; was coroner one or two terms, and 
has an elaborate establishment. Judson Lay
field, Harry B. Davis, 0. W. Baker, C. M. Back
man, all of Omaha, were present also. Harry B. 
Davis, now on the other side, was of the firm or 
company of (Mrs.) Maul & Davis Co. 

From here I returned to the city where the 
Cincinnati School of Embalming was founded 

and continued the good work in Cincinnati, 

August 8, 1893. We had on the list: Louis 
Grosscurth, Wheeling, W. Va.; W. E. Ogden, 

Jeffersonville, Ind.; George T. Beckett, Mount 
Carmel, Ky.; H. M. Cloude, Cincinnati; John 
A. Clark, another of the Clark family, Hillsboro, 

Ky.; William B. Dunkman, then and now a 
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prosperous professional of Cincinnati; E. I-i. 
Butler, Rushville, Ind., and A. R. Holden, his 
partner; George Klanke, New Bremen, Ohio; 
Joseph D. Dusterberg, Cincinnati; I. K. Funder

burg, New Carlisle, Ohio, and last, W. L. Scott, 
Covington, Ky. 

Took the train on Sunday night following, and 

landed the next day in America's greatest 
metropolis, New York City, and on August 22, 

opened up at Turn Hall, 66 E. 4th St., and eight 
good people indicated their desire to learn some
thing of the mode of arterial embalming, which 

was no longer a matter of doubt, but a dead 
certainty. John Leeming, Poughkeepsie, N. Y.; 

Frederick L. Rose, Fishkill, N. Y.; John J. Mc

Cunney, Third Ave., New York City; Willis T. 
Mead, Third Ave., New York City; W. I. Mason, 
Delhi, N. Y.; Charles I. Purdy, Marlboro, N. Y.; 
J. W. Van Horn, Eighth Ave., New York City; 

Peter J. Mitchell, Elizabeth, N. J., were the 
members of this class. 

Having a desire to revisit the New England 

seacoast, I sailed for Portland, Me., and on 

August 29, 1893, opened up in the Rich Building, 
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ind while fresh in mind I want to mention a 
home-made cloth-covered casket sale for a 
funeral to occur two days after, full-lined and 

four handles. For the casket and box $28 was 
asked, and after some squabbling the casket was 

sold. After I could get my breath, I asked why 

such a price, and was told that sometimes they 
got that much, but that the casket was generally 
sold for $22 and sometimes for $25. However, 
I found that was the rule through the Maine 
Coast cities. C. F. Brown, Burlington, Vt., 
said he never sold caskets at that price nor did 

George B. Rand, of the same city. Besides these 
there registered Algernon M. Roak, Auburn, 

Me.; John L. Sullivan, Lewiston, Me.; H. H. 

Annas, Barre, Vt.; George F. Winch, Mcindoe 
Falls, Vt.; Charles Laberge, Westbrook, Me.; 
W. S. Dillingham, Farmington, Me.; Charles T. 
Swan, Camden, Me.; Edward H. Moxcey, 
Yarmouth, Me.; E. J. Lord, Gilmanton Iron 
Works, Me.; Thomas Vaughn, Lewiston, Me. 

The jump or run from Portland to the next 
place of lectures was a delightful one, by sea to 
Boston and by rail to Hazleton, Pa., September 

[ 320 l 



REMINISCENCES OF EARLY EMBALMING 

6, 7, 8, 9, 1893, with headquarters at the Hazle
ton Manufacturing Co.'s plant, and an even 
dozen were present and every one was from the 

old Keystone State. The two who were first to 
register were from Mauch Chunk, George J. 
Yaeger and H. C. Melber, and those from Hazle
ton were: H. W. Reinhart, Frank Kelly, Dennis 

Crosby and Phil J. Boyle. Mr. Boyle I remem
ber very distinctly as a pleasant, progressive 

man who had the burial of the county poor and 

furnished a splendid body for demonstration . 
Clinton J. Laros, of Sands Eddy, and Mr. 
Carry, of Cambria, and E. F. Warner, Weath

erly; I. J. Hess, of Ridge; Andrew Breslin, Sum
mit Hill, and H. M. Breslin, Freeland, com

pleted the list. 
We next landed at Chicago, and opened up at 

Bohemian Hall, October 3, 4, S, 6, 1893. This 
was the famous World's Fair class, and followed 
Chicago day, sixty-three names being enrolled. 

It was thoroughly advertised, the weather was 

perfect. Everybody was in fine condition and 
the teacher was especially energetic when he had 

such a roll of greenbacks as were turned over to 
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him. The list began _with Erasmus Olsen, 
Marquette, Mich.; then came J. W. Birney, 
Le Roy, Ill.; Ephraim Culp, Goshen, Ind.; E. 

Fry, Mediapolis, Iowa; F. H. Pugh, West Leb

anon, Ind.; N. A. Lehman, Nappanee, Ind.; E. 
D. Tull, Windsor, Ill.; Matthias Nick, Toma

hawk, Wis.; Henry Schug, Stanwood, Iowa; F. 

E. Morris, Cottage Grove, Ill.; Jacob Semmel
haack, Sesser, Ill.; William J. Leininger, Rhine
lander, Wis.; C. H. Staats, Lake St., Chicago; 
Thomas Coughlin, Hancock, Mich.; F. M. 
Coard, Jacksonville, Ill.; J. E. O'Neill, Hancock, 

Mich.; W. H. Ross, Oelwein, Iowa; J. W. 
Daniels, Fairmount, Minn.; A. P. Shaver, Roth

indress, Ill.; 0. E. Nokes, Lewistown, Ill.; JohnJ. 

Hunter, Coosterville, Ill.; John W. Thompson, 
Rockford, Iowa; B. F. Knox, Rock Island, Ill.; 
James S. Hainline, Macomb, Ill.; William M. 
Carson, Greenwood, Ind.; William T. Putt, 
Oswego, Ill.; Fred W. Kluwe, Jr., Sheboygan, 
Wis.; William J. Beffel, Racine, Wis.; G. R. 

Snyder, New London, Iowa; A. W. Porter, 
Baraboo, Wis.; J. H. Conover, Yates City, Ill.; 
P. Majewski, Sleepy Eye, Minn.; R. N. Bowden, 
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Brookfield, Mo.; J.M. Knight, Topeka, Kan.; 
A. J. Schoby, Mt. Pulaski, Ill.; D. E. Weaver, 
Shipshewanna, Ind.; A. D. Metz, Wapella, Ill.; 

W. C. Campbell, Clinton, Ill.; C. F. Davis, 

Downer's Grove, Ill.; John J. Bircull, Wayne
town, Ind.; B. F. Brown, Waynetown, Ind.; H. 
S. Copeland, Potomac, Ill.; Fred Rolfing, Attica, 
Ind.; Martin C. Vollmer, La Salle, Ill.; William 

W. McLeod, Schoolcraft, Mich.; Charles Pritch
ett, Niantic, Ill.; Charles V. Perrine, Jerseyville, 
Ill.; A. V. Sawyer, Delavan, Wis.; F. A. Shriner, 

Monroe, Wis.; M. Christianson, Phillips, Wis.; 
A. H. Shaffstrall, Hudson, Ind.; F. E. Herrett, 

Phoenix, Ariz.; John L. Quigley, Brookline, Ill.; 
Frank J. Neifing, El Paso, Ill.; F. A. LePell, 

Valparaiso, Ind.; I. H. Kelly, Chicago; John C. 
Weers, Peoria; Oscar E. Pfetzing, Havana, Ill.; 
Elza Shaffer, Albion, Ind.; C. W. Rakow, Dun
dee, Ill.; Henry L. Schaffer, Springfield, Ohio; W. 
H. Batten, M.D., Phoenix, Arizona. The body 

used for this class was a very long one with just 

enough flesh to make a splendid subject, and 

when sixty openings had been made there was 
room for three more. J. T. Richards, of the 
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Chicago Coffin Co., was our patron saint and 

entertained us with a banquet or luncheon while 

the cadaver was resting. We all did ample 

justice to the spread. 

From Chicago, the next place was Portland, 

Ore. The lectures were before the Northwestern 

Funeral Directors' Association, composed of 

Oregon, Washington, Idaho, and British Colum

bia, and consumed all the week, beginning 

October 16, 1893. G. M. Stewart, of Bonney & 

Stewart, Seattle, was president; C. J. Crandall, 

The Dalles, Ore., was secretary. I stopped over 

at The Dalles to enjoy the sail down the great 

historic Columbia River as far as the Cascade 

locks, which the Government was building, and 

went a mile and a quarter via rail to where we 

re-embarked and continued the sail to Portland. 

A young lady passenger noted my great interest 

in the scenery and gladly explained to me the 

various waterfalls and scenes that I had never 

beheld before; also Mt. Hood and the valley of 

strawberries and other fruits. To me it was 

most delightful to have a nice schoolmarm sit or 

stand by your side and tell you of the beauties 
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of the Columbia. Conrad L. Hoska, Tacoma, 
was next to register, then followed R. M. Day, 
Eugene, Ore.; William Mitchell, The Dalles; 0. 

D. Sturges, Golden Dale, Wash.; R. L. Holman, 
Oregon City, Ore.; A. E. Hilbert, Nanaimo, B. 

C.; J. W. Kays, Eugene, Ore.; C. A. Beardsley, 
Aberdeen, Wash.; D. B. Kimball, Dayton, 

Wash.; George L. Smith, Forest Grove, Ore.; 
John Weiss, Gervais, Ore.; George S. Glover, 

Boise City, Idaho; Henry B. Young, Goldendale, 
Wash.; W. A. Fash, Woodboro, Ore.; 0. 0. 
Beardsley, Hoquiam, Wash.; Jesse Fading, 

Pendleton, Ore.; S. E. Bartmess, Hood River, 

Ore.; George D. Dunning, Portland; J. H. 
Townsend, Newberg, Ore.; E. R. Butterworth, 

Seattle, Wash.; Jasper Fuller, Vancouver, Wash.; 
George W. Dunning, Portland; I. A. Webb, 
Medford, Ore.; C. H. Chapman, Dallas, Ore. It 
was my pleasure to know Mr. Chapman in Ohio 
-and he told me much about the state. He 
said he first went to Salem, the capital, but the 
thirteen months' rain in a year was too many 

rain drops for him, and so he went to Dallas 

where he practised his profession and raised 
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prunes. A tree, four or five years old, would 
bring a dollar, and one hundred to the acre. J. 
A. Hughes, Portland; R. H. Lew, Baker City, 
Ore.; F. S. Dunning, Portland; W. T. Rigdon, 

Salem, Ore.; John Garnold, Portland; W. E. 

Thomas, Stayton, Ore.; J. P. Finley and A. P. 
De Lin, Portland; G. M. Butterworth, Centralia, 

Wash.; Capt. Horatio Cook, Portland; W. F. 
Borst, Walla Walla, Wash.; Conrad R. Rieger, 
Portland; L. W. Bonney, Seattle, Wash. An 

investment at that time, either in Portland or 
Seattle, of a few hundred dollars, would be worth 

now more than that many thousand. 
With a desire to visit British Columbia and 

tread the soil of this part of Canada, we went to 

Victoria, B. C., and opened on October 30 to 
November 2, 1893. The lectures were held at 
the Poodle Dog Hotel. The demonstration was 
at Charles Hayward's morgue. Those present 
were: Charles Hayward, Victoria; W. E. Fales, 

New Westminster, B. C.; David Murchie, New 
Westminster, B. C.; Frederick Caselton, Vic
toria, and Richard E. Taylor, of Taylor & Evans. 

I knew Mr. Taylor in Ohio, at East Liverpool. 
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He assisted Director Anderson and myself to 

gather up the fragments of a man killed by a 
train. I still have Mr. Taylor's note for his 

tuition and it will prove a good keepsake. G. C. 
Crawford, Vancouver, B. C.; John Hilbert, 
Nanaimo, B. C.; J. W. Slayden, Tacoma, Wash.; 

Fred D. McCullough and James A. Green, with 
Bonney & Stewart, Seattle, Wash. We visited 
the steamer Princess of Japan, one of the three 
great vessels of the Canadian Pacific Railway, 
the other two being the Princess of India and 

the Princess of China. An appointment at San 
Francisco provided a delightful trip via Portland 
and aboard one of the Union Pacific steamers. 

An old friend, Ben Campbell, who was general 

passenger agent, aided me in getting a good 
stateroom, although in the rear of the boat, and 

I roomed with the owner and captain of several 
sealing boats. The trip was a sixty hours' sail, 

but we were forty hours late on account of a 
heavy storm. We reached port in the evening, 
and on that day the sea was calm, the weather 

clear and pleasant. At IO a. m. we ran into or 
very near a school of whales, and close to a dead 
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one afloat. A dozen men were dissecting the 
monster and placing the parts wanted in the 

boat. At the landing, an old-fashioned stage

coach took a dozen or more of us to the Carter 

House, where we were fed on strawberries for 
breakfast. The midwinter fair was held here 
and was then running, to the very few people 

who chose to give it time. 
San Francisco, beginning Monday, November 

28, lasting until Saturday, p. m.; we had with us: 

Mrs. S. I. Graham, Livermore, Cal.; R. L. 
Hutchison, Los Gatos, Cal.; Gabriel Hoskins, 
Reno, Nev.; E. E. Place, Los Gatos, Cal.; W. 

B. Ward, San Jose; W. M. Vanderhurst, Salinas, 
Cal.; E. F. Wyckoff, Watsonville, Cal.; B. R. 
Prince, Alta ville, Cal.; H. H. Moke, Santa Rosa, 
Cal.; W. W. Black, Hollister; W. A. Bean, 
Fresno, Cal.; G. E. Nordgren, Merced, Cal.; 
Charles G. Kopp, Woodland, Cal.; J. D. Mc
Nary, Colusa; C. H. Wever, Alameda, Cal.; 
James Taylor, Oakland; William Ryan, Liver

more, Cal.; George Gundell, Hayward, Cal.; 
George H. Clark, Sacramento; Harry E. Snook, 
San Francisco; George E. Horr, San Francisco; 
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W. L. Woodrow, San Jose, Cal.; James J. 
O'Brien, San Francisco; John Connolly, San 
Francisco; William Fleury, Santa Clara, Cal.; 
James Crowe, Redwood City, Cal. When I 
went to Sacramento to solicit attendance at the 

school, G. H. Clark said if I would answer him a 
few questions he would consider. First: "How 
long have you been teaching the art?" "Nearly 

twelve years." "How many have you em
balmed?" "I do not know; never kept account." 

"How many failures?" "Seven; but I would not 

take seven hundred dollars for the information 
they imparted to me." "I'll come to hear you," 
and he said I was the first embalmer he had 

seen that ever had a failure. I want to say 
something of Mrs. S. J. Graham, of Livermore, 
a widow whose husband had died after a long 
illness and left her almost destitute, with a four 

tho4sand dollar mortgage on the stock and 
home. Mr. Clark suggested some relief, and I 

gave her back her tuition, $25. We made up a 
purse, too, bought her ten gallons of fluid, a 
complete set of instruments, and a purse to pay 
all her expenses, and I learned several years 
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afterwards she had all debts paid and was doing 
a nice, prosperous business. 

We finished in San Francisco and opened up 
in Los Angeles, with but three days' notice to 
the profession and began our labors on December 

19, 20, 21, 22, 1893. Also spent some days 
between the two cities in seeing the beauties of 

the wonderful country. We had as students J. 
R. Hiller, Santa Barbara, Cal.; D. A. Sovereign, 
South Riverside, Cal.; Daniel Swartz, Colton, 
Cal.; Edward Reilly, Ventura, Cal.; J. H. 
Adler, Redlands, Cal. Could I have had two 

or three weeks' notice sent out I would have 
had a class very much larger. I had with me 
in checks and drafts enough to have invested in 

real estate that would years ago make an 

ordinary person like the writer feel rich, but I 
am as rich in what money can't buy-good 
health and a contented mind. I left this beauti
ful country and climate with a fond desire to 
make my future home in California. 
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Chapter XVIII 

Taught Him to Trim His First Coffin-Introduced into 
Vaudeville at Harrisburg-Cited before the Health 

Authorities at New Orleans-School in Denver
Helping to Organize State Associations-

Could Not Embalm Left Leg of a 
Cadaver-A Large Radial Artery 

COLUMBUS, Ohio, January 30, 31, Feb

ruary I and 2, 1894. After a delightful 

holiday rest and re-acquainting myself 

with my family, I began my year's work at 

the capital of the ·great state of Ohio, a city 

that had always favored me with a liberal 

audience, and the names to begin the new 

year with were: A. F. High, New Washington, 

Ohio; C. F. Robbins, Church's Corner, Mich., 

James J. Myers, Waverly, Ohio; H. L. Stonehill, 

New Stark, Ohio; W. J. Gillespie, Cambridge. It 
was my pleasure to teach Mr. Gillespie how to 

line and trim the first coffin he ever sold, and it 

was on Sunday; this he reminded me of when he 

met me at Columbus. E. D. Sheets, Frederick-
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town, Ohio; M. S. Apple, Marion, Ind.; FrankL. 

Krock, Huron, Ohio. Frank's father, during the 

latter years of his life, made considerable wine, 

and on one very hot day in July I was receiving . 
his order for supplies and the perspiration was 
pouring off my head and face, and when we had 
finished he asked me to accompany him to his 
wine cellar, which was delightfully cool. He 

showed me several samples of his products and 

when it was nearly time for my train to go to 
Sandusky, I found on arising that it would be 

best to stay over until morning. Henry Bert
schy, Wheeling, W. Va., whom I had known for 
several years, said he did not know that I had 
become a professor of embalming. William H. 

Rettig, Arlington, Ohio; W. I. Castanian, Marys
ville, Ohio; G. L. Freeman, North Lewisburg, 

Ohio; G. L. Forney, De Graff, Ohio; J.M. Wens

mer, Jacksonville, Ohio; John W. Morgan, Glous
ter, Ohio; Henry Lane, Columbus; T. 0. Castle, 

Columbus; A. C. Huddle and Rose D. Huddle, 

Fredericktown, Ohio. When these two arrived I 

said to Mr. Huddle that I thought he had done 
a wise thing to bring his wife along; that I 
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believed she would make a great success as a 
funeral director and embalmer; and my state

ment proved correct. Mr. Huddle, I learn, is 
now traveling for the Cleveland Burial Case Co., 

and Mrs. Huddle is doing a very successful 

millinery business in Columbus. G. S. Smith, 

Pataskala, and H. E. Deffenbaugh, Tarlton, Ohio, 
completed the list. I felt this class was a very 
good starter for the new year. 

We next went direct to Harrisburg, Pa., 
where the indomitable Charles A. Shaffer had 
arranged for a class, and the Harrisburg Burial 
Case Co. had issued and mailed my literature, 

with the usual success, and at my request 
Charles A. Shaffer headed the list. Then came 
S. M. Shoop, H. F. Neeley, C. A. Spicer, all of 

Harrisburg; C . . F. Gleim, Boiling Springs; 

Henry Meyers, Columbiana; Daniel F. Bonsum, 
Jakesburg; Penrose S. Boyer, Millerstown; W. 
S. Detrich, Greencastle; H. M. Shulenberger, 
Newville; H. S. Reamer, Marysville; Joseph 
Aiken, Vintage; Reuben Lentz, Jacob Hower, 
Lewisburgh; George H. Sourbier, Jr., G. H. 
Sourbier, all the above of Pennsylvania and 
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Harrisburg. W. P. Roberts-then nearly seventy 
-came from Sunbury; J. L. Anderson, Dills
burg; J. A. Cannon, Lancaster; E. G. Byers, 
Waynesboro; George W. Hatter, Donaldson; 

John Roberts, Shenandoah; H. Albert Fissel, Ida
ville; E. Bosler, Wiconisco; I. J. Negley, Millers
burg; W. A. Parks, Lewisberry, Pa. In those 

days I always wore a stiff hat, either of cashmere 
or silk, and the evening before the close of the 

session Charley Shaffer had arranged a trip for 
the class to a vaudeville performance, and at 

the end of the first act, a man rushed on the 

stage, all covered with red to represent blood, 
and said he had just gotten off Professor Clarke's 
embalming table, and mentioned several of the 

class that cut into his innocent flesh. And at 

the Punch and Judy show, the operator told 
Punch to look at that black-bearded man with a 
stove-pipe on, and the men standing around 

him. He said that was Professor Clarke, the 
man who could cut a man or woman all to 
pieces, sew him up and blow breath into him 

and bring him to life. This week's labor and 

other incidents occurred from the 13th to 16th 
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of February, 1894. I sometimes wish I could 

return to Harrisburg, and have as many of my 
former students, and shake their hands and tell 

them of some of my experiences, but that time I 

fear will never occur, as I have retired and am 

devoting a part of my time to telling what 

occurred since 1882. 

Cincinnati, the birthplace of the Cincinnati 

School of Embalming. The date was February 

27 to March 2, 1894. F. J. Wrassmann (now, 

in 1910), of the firm of Wrassman & Barfknecht, 

and doing a splendid business in an elegantly 

appointed building, came first. Then J. S. 

Clements, Brownstown, Ind.; R. H. Kilgore, 

Catlettsburg, Ky.; S. H. Tusley, Malden, W. 

Va.; James E. Johnston, Huntington, W. Va.; 

James T. Neal, Williamsburg, Ind.; J. Ed. 

Philips, Paw Paw, Mich.; S. N. Beckett, Butler, 

Ky.; G. P . Truesdale, Kalamazoo, Mich.; 

Charles E. Eckert, Middletown, Ohio, now Eckert 

& Son, Lima, Ohio, and doing a very prosperous 

business; George Leitemeyer, Cincinnati; H. C. 
Fightmaster, Cynthiana, Ky.; Fred Leitemeyer, 

Cincinnati; Fred C. Maun tell, Aurora, Ind.; 
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Blondin McKimmi, Newtonsville, Ohio; Edward 

H. Ells, Oxford, Ohio; N. T. Dailey, Williams
burg, Ohio; J. I. Griesmer, Monroe, Ohio. Mr. 
Griesmer and his brother Charles, have sold 

out their undertaking business and are largely 
engaged in real estate building and selling 

houses. The firm is now the Griesmer-Grim Co. 
Louisville, Ky., March 6 to 9. Here twenty 

good people came to be instructed, and the 
lectures and demonstrations were conducted at 
Gran W. Smith & Son's place, 8th and Jefferson. 

John Maas, Jr., Louisville, was the first to 
present himself, and from a small inferior 

looking building he has for three or four years 
past been occupying a splendid residential 

property, indicating great prosperity. P. L. 
O'Bryan, Greenville, Ky.; H. H. Bamber, 
Jeffersonville, Ind.; E. H. Hulvershorn, New
burg, Ind., who died in 1909, a young man of 
superior ability; Samuel Bassett, Madisonville, 

Ky.; C. S. Scull, Princeton, Ind.; B. F. Vannoy, 
Madisonville, Ky.; A. K. Bates, Louisville; A. 
G. Littel, Borden, Ind.; W. E. Harrison, Russell

ville, Ky.; W. D. Selby, Russellville, Ky.; E. A. 
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Gerard, Bowling Green, Ky.; N. T. Johnson, 

Salem, Ind.; H. S. Smith, Louisville, Ky.; M. 

Nance, Paducah, Ky.; J. Valentine, Newcastle, 

Ky. I remember this grand good Kentucky 

gentleman, and I was in his office when he 

received a shipment of undertakers' drygoods 

from St. Louis. The order was for less than 

fifteen dollars and the bill called for over thirty, 

and he did not know what to do; so I insisted 

and helped him pack the stuff back in the box 

and sent it back, although he thought it unkind 

to do so. His son has attended my school since 

his father's death, and is conducting the business. 

D. 0. Talcott, Louisville, Ky.; Miss Kate Smith 

were also attendants and have continued em
balmi"ng for the trade. Frank R. Willey, then of 

I<oots & Willey, Jeffersonville, Ind. The 

business is now run as Koots' Sons, the senior 

Koots having died several years ago. Mr. 

Willey is in the real estate and insurance busi

ness. A. G. Conner, Charleston, Ind., was the 

last to register at this class. 

Atlanta, Ga., March 13 to 16, 1894. Lectures 

at 18 Lloyd Street. W. M. Amason, Macon; A. 
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H. Curtis, Thomson; J. H. Birdsong, Macon; A. 
B. Willis, Jackson, Ga; W.W. Moore, Barnwell, 

S. C.; C. L. Torbett, Columbus, Ga.; E. P. 
Bowen, Tifton, Ga.; A. T. Barnes, Henderson, 
N. C.; M. P. Crowe, P. G., Montgomery, Ala.; 
R. Lee Miller, Atlanta; A. B. C. Dorsey, post
graduate, Gainesville, Ga.; N. W. Rainey, Eaton

ton, Ga.; Walter B. Smith, Barnesville, Ga. 

From Atlanta I visited New Orleans, March 

27 to 30, 1894. Here I met Leon Roubion, 
Covington, La.; M. W. Wagner, Meridian, Miss.; 

M. J. Duffy, New Orleans; M. Sontheimer, New 
Orleans; I. Sontheimer, New Orleans; Albert 
Boyd, Mobile, Ala.; William V. Beroujon, 

Mobile, Ala.; Joseph A. Hebert, New Iberia, La., 
who imbibed a little too freely after the first 

lecture and didn't return until the last day, and 

then was going to lick me for his certificate. 
There were also present, Joseph Ray, Bay St. 
Louis, Miss.; B. F. Markey, New Orleans; D. 

W. Rhodes, New Orleans; Thomas E. Lynch, 

post-graduate, New Orleans; W. J. Foster, 
Navasota, Tex.; Joseph N. Brittingham, Jr., 
New Orleans. The lectures for this class were 
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held at the Orleans Manufacturing Co.'s place; 

also the demonstrations, which were on the 
ground floor fronting on Girard Street, and were 
reported to the health authorities. I had to appear 
before his majesty, aided by Thomas E. Lynch, 

and was not arrested for placing parts of a dead 

boy in the barrel closets, when nearly half of the 

street was clogged with stagnant water and 

debris. 
St. Louis, Mo., April 3 to 6. Our first trip to 

New Orleans was from St. Louis and at this 

time we went to St. Louis and to almost 
the far West. The class consisted of H. A. 
Stanley, evada, Mo.; J. 0. Watt, Winchester, 
Ill.; H. B. Davis, Fayette, Mo.; Walter H. 
Johnston, St. Louis; Mrs. A. L. Barbey, Green
ville, Ill.; C. W. Finney, Eldon, Iowa; William 

J. Kohl, Centralia, Ill.; Joseph Disch, Red Bud, 
Ill.; Earl Vansickle, Girard, Ill.; George B. 
Haenichen, St. Louis; Otto Riefenberg, Carlin
ville, Ill.; C. H. Atterbury, Madison, Mo.; 
Michael Haughey, St. Louis, post-graduate; 

James T. Hancock, Bentonville, Ark.; P. God
frey, Fulton, Mo.; Will H. Taylor, Huntsville, 
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Mo.; J. C. Green, Fayette, Mo.; D. C. Lewis, 
Wellsville, Mo.; Charles H . Pohlman, Marine, 
Mo.; Paris M. Walker, Marshall, Mo.; Denis 
Hickey, St. Louis; Eugene J. Ligon, St. Louis; 

N. F. Schneider, St. Louis; Wm. Zuernheim, 
Murphysboro, Ill.; H. Quernheim, post-gradu

ate, Waterloo, Ill.; M. H . Alexander,1 St. Louis, 
who at this writing is conducting a school ,of 

embalming, the principal of which is Mrs. Lena 
R. Simmons. 

Denver, Col., April 17 to 20, 1894. The first 
to register was the daughter of Captain Macy, 
who was coroner and undertaker, Miss R. Macy, 
of Greeley, Colorado, probably the first lady 

embalmer in the state; Capt. Thomas G. Macy, 
Greeley; L. D. Mather, Montrose; William 

Dongan, Glenwood Springs; H. S. Dongan, 

Newcastle; T. G. McCarthy, Pueblo; Oscar 
Lampman, Cripple Creek; J. W. Roland, Ster
ling; George M. Deibert, Florence; John M. 
Marquis, Telluride; Alexander R. Campbell, 

1 Mr. Alexander was elected president at the National 
Funeral Directors' Association in 1916. Mrs. Simmons 
several years ago returned to Syracuse where she is con
ducting her own school. 
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Walsenburg; Melvin 0. Whitehead, Grand 

Junction; Will S. Woods, Monte Vista; John 
Tiathen, Idaho Springs; John W. Kinch, Denver; 

James F. Roth, Monument; S. M. Smith, Idaho 
Springs; William P. Moran, Denver. This was 
the first class in embalming ever taught in 
Denver. It was the former home of Prof. 
Auguste Renouard, who was probably the first 

embalmer in this part of the West. At the close 

of this meeting, the first organization of the 

Colorado Association was formed, but it only 
lived a short time. Its successor, however, is 
now a good organization and ranks with any. 

From Denver I went to San Francisco, and 
the California Funeral Directors' Association was 
formed in the Cochran parlors, 22 Mint St. 
There were present, J. A. Conboie, Virginia City, 
Nevada; George W. Detjens, Pleasanton, Cal.; 

Mrs. W. B. Ward, San Jose, Cal.; Allen H. 

Blackburn, Petaluma, Cal.; H. Bell, Windsor, 
Cal.; W. Sanders, Reno, Nev.; H. P. Petersen, 
San Francisco; J . W. Eversole, Ukiah, Cal.; 
Edward A. Williams, Honolulu; H. I. Perry, San 
Luis Obispo, Cal.; M. Stewart, Rio Vista, Cal.; 
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F. L. Clark, Sonoma, Cal.; Albert Brown, 
Oakland, Cal.; George W. Dungan, Trinidad, 

Col. 
Milwaukee, Wis., was the next class, but en 

route home I stopped over at Salt Lake and 

Denver to look after trade, and enjoyed the old 

Mormon city and the lake very much and only 
wished for more time; but I met some of the 
elders and saw the great Tabernacle. When I 
opened up at Milwaukee, Wis., at the assembly 

room of the St. Charles Hotel, on May 22 to 25, 

1894, there appeared: C. S. Webster, Phillips, 
Wis.; Edward A. Lewis, Menominee, Wis.; 

George J. Dietrick, Burlington; D. G. Whyte, 

La Crosse; A. P. Le Sage, Marinette, Wis.; 

Andrew Darmeder, St. Cloud, Wis.; Charles 
Gruber, Knowles, Wis.; W. C. Wall, Palmyra, 
Wis.; A. Weinmann, Iola, Wis.; George W. 
Bishop, Greenwood, Wis.; Thomas Sims, Dodge
ville, Wis.; Henry Wenzel, Campbellsport, Wis.; 
Joseph Zander, Milwaukee, Wis.; Frank A. 

Jung, Jefferson, Wis.; Seward C. Letson, Sparta, 
Wis.; Edward Laugheinrich, Cedarburg, Wis.; 

Fred W. Wedig, Milwaukee; Adam Schroth, 
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Milwaukee; Matthew Brady, Mt. Hope, Wis.; 
Lewis Fick, Milwaukee; J. W. Froemming, 

Milwaukee; J. K. Randle, Waukesha; C. M. 
Lassa, Milwaukee; Charles R. Drake, Pewaukee, 
Wis.; A. H. Slagg, Pewaukee, Wis. Beerwaukee, 

as it is known, has always been a good rendezvous, 
both for antiseptic and germicidal agents, and 
students to learn the art of using them arterially. 

Chicago, May 29 to June I, 1894. On the 
roster were: Charles E. Kiplinger, Traverse 
City, Mich.; C. G. Wenban, Lake Forest, Ill.; 
H. L. Aikens, Chicago; F. P. Wenban, Lake 
Forest, Ill.; W. J. Dobson, Milwaukee; G. W. 

Kirk, Weldon, Ill.; Fred V. Dixon, New Boston, 

Ill.; Charles H. Hammond, Rushville, Ill.; 

G. M. Bay, Little York, Ill.; P. B. Hadley, 
Chicago; J.M. Viele, Austin, Ill.; A. S. Groshon, 
Chicago; W. C. Fellingham, Verona, Ill.; Jacob 

J. Ovresat, Chicago; P. C. Finerty, Chicago; J. 
Roger Linn, Chicago; A. C. Kynett, Bushnell, 
Ill. The great Windy City was always a haven 
for me, and I never offered my professional 

services in the art preservative without receiving 

a warm welcome. 
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Our next point to gather shekels from was 
the great city of Omaha, in Aksarben, as the 
Nebraska Club is known, and any person of the 

male gender can become a member. There 

were just three dozen present at this Christian 
gathering. It was at the ending of the lectures, 

when Coroner M. 0. Maul, who furnished two 
bodies, said I would not be permitted to use the 
arteries on the left leg, under any consideration, 

and when I asked why, he said I would find out; 
and I found a wooden instead of a natural leg, 
so I did not cut on that leg. The first one to 

register was Grace Dolan, St. Joseph, Mo.; next 

came J. M. Doyle, Belleville, Kan.; J. G. John

son, Wisner, Neb.; Fritz Schwartz, West Point, 
Neb.; H.J. Straight, Plattsburg, Neb.; C. W. 
Bowlby, Silver Creek, Neb.; L. C. McCurdy, 
Tobias, Neb.; James T. Larsen, Friend, Neb.; 
G. H. Brewer, South Omaha; B. King, York, 
Neb.; F. Mills, Tecumseh, Neb.; S. F. Clark, 
Diller, Neb.; T. J. Hennessey, Missouri Valley, 

Iowa; G. W. Henry, Fontanelle, Iowa; J. L. 
Stewart, Randolph, Neb.; M. B. Pullen, Onawa, 

Iowa; Joseph Laughlin, Carroll, Iowa; Al. 
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Resterer, Falls City, Neb.; James P. Mathews, 

post-graduate, Omaha; J. 0. West, Jr., post
graduate, Omaha; E. Anderson, Fremont, Neb.; 
S. R. Corner, Walnut, Iowa; George Johnson, 
Waterloo, Neb.; C. W. Golden, Griswold, Iowa; 

H. J. Miller, Carlton, Neb.; C. W. George, 
Diller, Neb.; Fred Snider, Osceola, Neb.; 
G. E. Walroth, Edgar, Neb.; H. W. Werner, 
Hebron, eb.; H. E. Becker, Madison, Neb.; 
John Badman, De Witt, Neb.; J. W.Armstrong, 
South Auburn, Neb.; G. H. Vance, Fairbury, 

eb.; A. L. Von Hallen, Omaha. At noon on 
Saturday, the last day, when leaving the room 

a hot wind was blowing, and many of us thought 

that part of the place was afire. Mike Maul 

told us we had better get the cadaver out or it 

would be burned up. I had never seen a hot 
wind storm, a la Kansas, but we finished up 
and all went to their homes. 

I started for and reached Pittsburgh, Pa., 
and opened at G. A. R. Hall on August 14, con
tinuing to the 17th. Was honored with two 

ladies to head the list, one of whom I could not 
induce to laugh, but both proved successful 
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embalmers. The first was Mrs. Jennie Wood 

and the other Mrs. Teresa M. Popp, both of 

Pittsburgh. Then came L. R. Waters, Fayette 

City, Pa.; B. A. Zollner, Charleroi, Pa.; M. D. 

Griffin, McDonald, Pa.; C. A. Rudy, Canal 

Fulton, Ohio.; Frank L. West, Caldwell, Ohio.; P. 
H. Mc Conaghy, Brilliant, Ohio; W. S. Clarke, 

Armagh, Pa.; Alexander Speer, Canonsburg, Pa. 

and Dent L. Lydick, New Comerstown, Ohio. 

Sunbury, Pa., August 21 to 24, 1894; Lectures 

in Good Intent Fire Hall, secured by the veteran 

W. P. Roberts. Of the class, S. L. Zellers was 

from Montgomery; D. M. Stauffer, Ringtown; 

Michael Hartman, Mifflinburg; R. W. Day, 

Williamstown; John Wirt, Seven Points; H. M. 
Shulenberger, Newville; John F. Dreisigacker, 

Tower City; D. M. Morris, Loganton; M. L. 
Billig, Numidia; William Grittner, Turbotville; 

Charles W. Hower, Lewisburg; Elias Strouse, 

Shamokin Dam; R. J. Berninger, W. P. Roberts, 

Sunbury; T. D. Berninger, Catawissa; C. K. 

Horton, Broad Top; E. K. Bright, Northumber

land; George W. Boat, Northumberland; W. A. 

Shipman and D. K. Stauck, Sunbury; James 
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Aurand, Troxelville; C. A. Smith, Bannerville; 

J. H. Ostertag, Columbia; C. H. Farrow, 
Shamokin; J. H. Kirby, Sunbury; C. M. Zellers, 
Montgomery; Hammond Michael, Muncy; A. 

Z. Drumheller, Mahanoy P. 0.; John Doster, Jr., 
Danville; William A. Imbody, Milton; Jacob 
Hower, Lewisburg; John Henrie, Danville; W. 
R. Bright, Northumberland; Aaron Berninger, 
Catawissa; Benjamin Heckert, Sunbury; William 
Ginter, Lewisburg. This class was in the interest 
of the local association, but was conducted as a 

complete course of instruction. During the 

course Mr. Roberts requested me to embalm 
the body of an old lady eighty-two years of age 

which was to be shipped a long distance, and I 
showed him the use of the radial artery, that 
was larger by four or five times than ordinary. 
It contained the limy formation, and the smallest 

arterial tube was used and over an hour was 
required to inject a half gallon of fluid. Mr. 
Roberts wrote me a few weeks after that the 

embalming was a perfect success. At this time 

to keep a body three or four days was all that 

was required. This one was kept eight days. 
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Chapter XIX 

Noble-hearted Tom McMurrough, of Providence, and 
How He Contracted Blood-Poisoning- Burial Asso

ciation Promoter Also a Student -A Case 
Where Embalming and Dentistry Did 

Not Go Well Together-From Minstrel 
Show to Embalming-Attempted 

Hold-Up at Baltimore 
Which Failed 

PHILADELPHIA, August 28 to 31, 1894. 

In my last letter my travels ended at 

Sunbury, Pa. I naturally have a 

friendly feeling for old Pennsylvania. I am 

an indirect descendant of the old state. My 

grandfather Clarke emigrated from New York 

State and settled in Westmoreland County, 
and my father's only sister married a John 

Little and settled at Sewickley, near Pitts

burgh, although my nativity was Indiana, 

and Ohio is my state by adoption. My class 

was not very large at Philadelphia. The regis

ter shows just an even dozen, but the same 

careful attention was given to this number as 
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would be given to three or four dozen. There 

were present: A. J. Bair and William J. Robin
son, 19th and Filbert; William H. Cline, Vin

centown, N. J.; Daniel L. Nelson, Wrightstown, 
N. J.; A. Marj arum, Horsham, Pa.; Samuel L. 
Pastorius, with Kirk & Nice, Germantown, 
Philadelphia. (Again I had a representative 
from the oldest undertaking establishment in the 
United States.) Others present were: J oho 
Crawford, Cramer Hill, Pa.; H. H. Leedom, 
Southampton, Pa.; William J. Wilson, Mid

dleton, Del.; W. Heacock, successor to John C. 
Rulon, 1313 Vine (Mr. Rulon was the one who 

first induced us to visit the East); Frank L. 
Knoll, Silver Dale, Pa.; Louis G. Buehler, Phila

delphia, and James Lynch, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
New York City was our next point and we 

held our school in Turn Hall, 66 E. Fourth 

Street, September 4 to 7, 1894. There were 
present: Thomas Nixon, 321 E. Ninth Street, 
New York; John H. Shultis, Quaryville, N. Y.; 
T. L. Totten, Driggs Avenue, Brooklyn; A. R. 

Forest, Brooklyn, N. Y.; John McNeeney, 
Broadway, Brooklyn; T. B. O'Connor, Brook-
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lyn; John H. Twis, Driggs Avenue, Brooklyn; 

W. J. Spain, Waterbury, Conn.; J. H. Mulville, 

Waterbury, Conn.; James P. Dowling, Newark, 

N. J.; Thomas O'Reilly, New York City; 

Wilhelm Mylin, Second Avenue, New York; J. 

C. Richards, Pompton, N. J.; James Lynch, 

Brooklyn; Charles B. Dennis, Newark, N. J. 

Back to old New England, the Hub, and 

crookedest streets of any where, but a lovely 

people. At first they were very doubtful but 

when the thing was an assured fact no people 

were more progressive. We held forth in Boston, 

September 11 to 14, 1894, at G. A. R. Hall, 

Washington, near Essex. We had with us: 

Alice J. Randall, Gloucester, Mass.; Samuel A. 

Gentlee, Beverly, Mass.; I. F. Duren, South 

Acton, Mass.; Thomas McMurrough, Provi

dence, R. 1.-big, noble-hearted Tom, who 
became an expert and so successful, and yet a 

little careless. At one time when he had just 

completed a case and was called to another, he 

sent his assistant to . refill the cabinet and to 

come to the house to which he had proceeded, 

and on his arrival with the fluid he found that 
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Tom had held the femoral artery upon his finger 

for twenty minutes or more, and an hour after 

he felt that he had become inoculated with 
blood-poison, and it was several months before 
he could do any more embalming. I wonder if 
Tom McMurrough is still living and will see this? 
Charles E. Chester, Trinity Church, Boston, and 
Willis C. Nason, South Waterboro, Maine, were 
there, too; and so were Adelbert C. Wells, 
Fall River, Mass.; Nelson E. Nichols, Brook

field, Mass.; J. P. Crosby, Roxbury, Mass.; 
Wells Lathrop, Holyoke, Mass.; J. D. Fallon, 

Jamaica Plain; E. J. Lord, Gilmanton Iron 
Works, N. H.; F. W. Maine, and E. B. Douglas, 
Chelsea, Mass. 

Chicago, October 9 to 12, was a fairly long 
jump, but two weeks of rest and recuperation 

put me in fine shape to begin my work on Tues
day, October 9, and we had a splendid class of 
thirty people who gave me their attention, and 

money, and all seemed very willing. There 
were present: William A. Ger has, Lemont, Ill. ; 
C. P. Zinkam, El Paso, Ill.; William Ross, 

Elgin; Joseph Junglas, Lincoln Avenue, Chi-
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cago; Joseph Rupprecht, Chicago; G. M. Bar
tings, Hartford, Mich.; C. D. Myers, Gobleville, 

Mich.; Charles F. Drechsler, Oak Park, Ill.; 
Charles D. Golze, Kenney, Ill.; W. A. Gara, 

Cerro Gordo, Ill.; Joseph M. Schane!, Black 
Earth, Wis.; William G. Hartke, Michigan 
City, Ind.; Jacob Semmelhaack, Sesser, Ill.; 
P. E. Ballet, Edinburg, Ill.; Fred Gebhardt, 
Odell, Ill.; H. L. Prehm, Lake Zurich, Ill.; 
Fred Westfall, Chicago; Charles Camlott, 19th 

Street, Chicago; James D. Morris, Kirkland, 
Ill.; A. Foskett, Chicago; Tim Biever, Aurora, 

Ill.; J. J. Hanlon, Chicago; Edward Wagner, 
Freeport, Ill.; J. N. Hinebaugh, Warsaw, Ind.; 
Eugene Gilbert, Dowagiac, Mich.; J. F. Bellue, 
Fairview, Ill.; Michael Keegan, Spring Valley, 

Ill.; Dan Jordan, Chicago; J. H. Speicher, Kan
kakee, Ill.; and P. H. Geisen, Crown Point, Ind. 

It is only eighty miles over to Milwaukee, 
and the boat, the Whaleback, was an elegant 

means by which to reach the great Beer City; 
and it is said that more dollars are invested 
there in leather than in beer. We opened up 
at the St. Charles Hotel, Milwaukee, on Tues-
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day, October 16, and worried the good people 
until including the 19th. The class was made 
up as follows: Luke E. Marrow, Foxlake, 
Wis.; John F. Schlitzberg, Jr., Foxlake, Wis., 

John C. Henry, Kilbourn City, Wis.; A. J. 
Aplin, Plainfield, Wis.; B. F. Broezel, Mauston, 

Wis.; C. J. Nesbitt, Oshkosh, Wis.; Frank 
Michalek, Milwaukee; Fred C. Fass, Milwau
kee; A. F. Howard, Eagle River, Wis.; William 
Frazier, Manitowoc, Wis.; Charles E. Shriner, 

Monroe, Wis.; A. A. Schmidt, Menomonee Falls, 

Wis.; C. F. Younggren, Racine, Wis.; John .D. 
Crawford, Hancock, Mich.; August Kaufman, 

Milwaukee; George Prasser, Jr.; Milwaukee; 
H. N. Akin, Ripon, Wis.; Charles H. Harger, 
Waterloo, Wis.; George Luecker, Brillion , Wis.; 
W. E. Evans, Randolph, Wis.; John S. Alstadt, 
Jr., Milwaukee; Al. E. Esser, Milwaukee; J. 
Tellier, Oostburg, Wis.; William J. Allen, 

egaunee, Mich.; Charles J. Noll, Waterford, 

Wis.; James T. Brett, Milwaukee; Martin 
Coppes, Manitowoc, Wis. 

In leaving this very delightful city and gath
ering of good people, we all carried pleasant 
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recollections to our homes, and I started for one 
of the best cities of Northern Iowa and landed 
at Dubuque, Iowa, and opened on Tuesday, 

October 23, continuing to October 26. The first 

to appear and register were Joseph Armitage, 
Elizabeth, Ill.; C. A. Hilton, Tama, Iowa; 
Frederick Moehle, Sheffield, Iowa; John F. 
Carr, La Mont, Iowa; A. L. Parsons, J. H. Hard

ing, Mason City, Iowa; Henry Keil, Fulton, 
Ill.; Albert Kowalski, Dickeyville, Wis.; J. G. 
Sherer, Wheatland, Iowa; Rudolph Leytze, In
dependence, Iowa; H. S. Rhodes, Lancaster, 
Iowa; Fred B. Neff, Mt. Vernon, Iowa; Fred 
B. Joslyn, Mantorville, Minn.; Milton Lamm, 

Lansing, Iowa; Mrs. M. Hebler, Dubuque; A. 

E. Stevens, Bradgate, Iowa; J. D. Carpenter, 
Rewey, Wis.; C. H. Rank, Cedar Rapids; 
Nellie M. Rank, Cedar Rapids; E. R. Smith, 
Stockton, Ill.; L. Balster, Lost Nation, Iowa; 
John Voelker, E. Schweiter and J. C. Gregoire, 
Dubuque. 

Cleveland, Ohio, October 30, to November 2, 

1894. There were but seven persons present to 
enjoy the course, but thirteen regrets were sent 
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stating that press of business and funerals pre
vented their attendance. We had with us: 

Josiah Brown, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio; William 
H. Kiefer, Norwalk, Ohio; Philip Monreal, 
Cleveland; Martin Claus, Cleveland; B. F. 

Fink, Chicago Junction, Ohio; Harry Hamilton, 

Elyria, Ohio, and George Wickens, Lorain, Ohio. 

Cincinnati, Ohio, November 13 to 16, 1894. 

Lectures and demonstrations were held at the 
parlors of the veteran John P. Epply. There were 
present: Miss Mattie Pepple, Bainbridge, Ohio; 
George M. Haines, Sabina, Ohio; William H. 
Leive, South Webster, Ohio; Ralph R. Munnich, 
Springfield, Ohio; A. W. Shafer, Trotwood, 

Ohio; M. S. Callison, Middlesboro, Ky.; W. H. 

White, Newport, Ky. (White was the man who 
embalmed the headless body of Pearl Bryan); 
Allen M. Vorhis, Lockland, Ohio, who with his 
son Frank is doing a very prosperous business; 
J . A. Whippy, Carthage, Ohio; Henry Ihlendorf, 
Reading, Ohio; A. F . Burk, Harrison, Ohio 

(famous for burial association methods-made 
lots of money and spent much of it at law); A. 
R. Stoker, Miamisburg, Ohio. 
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Louisville, Ky., November 20 to 24. H. C. 

Cralle, brother of Lee E. Cralle, who was a stu

dent of the first year's schoo in 1882, headed 

the list. · Then came W. T. Grant, Bloomfield, 

Ky.; W. A. Braden, Petersburg, Ind.; W. W. 

Campbell, Xenia, Ill.; R. E. L. Beggerstaff, 

Richmond, Ky.; George E. Robertson, Wilson

ville, Ky.; P. W. Martin, Hodgenville, Ky.; 

Miss Mattie Pepple, post-graduate, Bainbridge, 

Ohio; Charles E. Smith, Eminence, Ky.; Katie 

L. Smith, Louisville, Ky.; R. H. Kilgore, Cat

lettsburg, Ky.; H. W. Glover, Louisville. 

Atlanta, Ga., was next visited, November 25 
to 27, 1894. W. D. Stewart, of Rome, Ga., was 

first on the list of students, but he never made 

a success of embalming because he was too ner

vous and his stomach was too weak. Love 

Wilder, Albany, Ga., who succeeded his vener

able father, Captain Wilder, one of the nicest 

old Southern gentlemen, came next. When 

the son took hold of the business he began to 

change things; putting in a lot of vim and 

energy he made the old shop into a visible 
parlor and show-room. J. 0. Lloyd, Social Cir-
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cle, Ga., also attended, and Dr. Wixler Sma

thers, Hendersonville, N. C., thought embalm

ing and dentistry would go well together, but 

it didn't work and so he dropped the embalm

ing and continued doctoring teeth. David T. 

Howard, Jr., Atlanta, who with his father built 

up the largest business with the colored people 
in the South, was also a student. 

ew Orleans, December 4, 5, 6. I was nearly 

"whitewashed." George E. Caskeet, New Or

leans; William Betz, New Orleans; J. H. Kib

linger, Baton Rouge, La.; J. E. Negley, and S. 

D. Norwood, New Orleans, constituted the 

class. 

ashville, Tenn., December 18 to 21, com

pleted the work for the year, and I was glad to get 

back to get acquainted with my family. Charles 

P. Hogan was first to register. For years he 

traveled with Happy Cal. Wagner's Minstrels; 

married a Miss Martin, sister of Will Martin, 

who is partner of James Wiles-the firm is 

Wiles & Martin, and is doing a nice business. 

Poor Charley-had he let John Barleycorn 

alone he might be living yet. He has gone to 
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his long reward. In the operating rooms of 

the Cincinnati College of Embalming are the 

remains of a man I embalmed in his place of 
business, in Nashville, twenty-one years ago, in 

August, I912-the date of this writing. E. M. 

House, of Franklin, Ky., and J. E. Meader, of 

the same city, also attended this class, and 

J. W. Griffin, La Fayette, Ky.; J. M. Morton, 

Columbia, Tenn.; A. J. Warner, Beech Grove, 

Tenn.; T. N. Wood, Murfreesboro, Tenn., and 

T. R. Thompson, Shelbyville, Tenn. 

After a sojourn in the bosom of my family, 

I rested up until the middle of January, 1895, 

when I opened up in Jacksonville, Fla., January 

15, 16, 17. The class consisted of A. M. Dewitt, 

Eustis, Fla.; J. L. Wirt, Bartow; T. J. Miller, 

Sanford; John A. Hanson, Leesburg; T. M. 

Burns, and Charles A. Clark, Jacksonville, and 

John A. Fox, Savannah, Ga. Mr. Fox, a true 

type of southern gentleman, has gone to his 

reward. 

Harrisburg, Pa., January 22 to 25, 1895. We 
had with us: Charles A. Shaffer, Harrisburg; 

David S. Rice, Frederick, Md.; John Thumm, 
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Columbia, Pa.; Richard C. Watkins, Hagers
town, Md.; William W. Frantz, Clear Spring, 
Md.; John W. Beaman, Troy, Pa.; M. R. Black, 
Forksville, Pa.; Samuel L. Gregory, Caseyville, 

Pa.; D. A. Fulton, Sinnamahoning, Pa.; Harry 
Wilt, Steelton, Pa.; Frank W. Miller, Eliza
bethtown, Pa.; William H. Steiner, Lebanon, 

Pa.; J. W. Huff, Saxton, Pa.; M. Clark, Guards
ville, Pa.; James S. Brandt, Pa.; G. C. Brestle, 
Middletown, Pa.; J. S. Reiff, Lykens, Pa.; J. 
L. Wirt, McVeytown; H. A. Dick, A. W. Dick, 
Hagerstown, Pa.; S. M. Campbell, Millheim; 

W. F. Neely, Harrisburg; F. L. Wetzler, Miles

burg; W. A. Parks, Lewisburg, Pa.; F. A. Wad
dell, Mercersburg, Pa.; James A. Stayer, Nero
ville, Pa.; Charles Z. Denues, York, Pa.; H. M. 

Shulenberger, Newville, Pa.; S. M. Shoop, 
Harrisburg, Pa.; J. W. Garlach, Gettysburg, 
Pa.; J. D. Hawkins, Harrisburg; George H. 
Sourbier, Jr., Harrisburg; S. S. Ruble, Mifflin
town, Pa.; R. Lentz, Fishersville, Pa.; G. G. 

Bair, Hanover, Pa. 
It was only a short ride to Baltimore, and on 

February 19, 1895, we began with an even two 
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dozen. The first victim was C. E. Hughes, 
Baltimore. Then came John W. Teufel, Balti

more; Harry E. Stitely, Unionville, Md.; Wil
liam H. Pickett, Winfield, Md.; Peter Nicholaus, 

Baltimore; Milton Easton, Ellicott City, Md.; 

Henry Dippel, Baltimore; Howard K. Mc
Comas, Abingdon, Md.; Charles F. Howck, 
Laytonsville, Md.; Edward F. Gept, Union Hills, 
Md., William T. Hicks, Galena, Md.; James M. 
Stoner, Westminster, Md.;CharlesA.R. Earp, Elk 
River, Md. ;Henry Seewald, Baltimore; Charles P. 

Baile, New Windsor, Md.; John S. Harris, Rich
mond, Va.; Charles E. Franck, Baltimore, Md.; H. 
H. Weaver, Uniontown, Md.; E. S. W. Goodhart, 
Lovettsville, Va.; William Bucher, Harrison
burg, Va.; Joseph F. Eline, Reisterstown, Md.; 
Bernard Stuntebeck, Baltimore; Henry H. 
Schloman, Baltimore, and John Mall, Baltimore. 
The lectures were held at the Howard House. 

The proprietors had written me they would give 
me the lecture-room free to have me stop with 
them, and when I went to pay my bill they had 

charged twelve dollars for it, and when I pulled 

their letter on them, they said it was a mistake 
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and I would have to pay for the room. But I 

did not, and told the proprietor to attach my 

baggage, but he never attached any thing but 

the exact bill for my sleeping room and board. 

A month's rest intervened-and on the 2nd, 

3rd, 4th and 5th of April I held forth at St. 

Louis, where a baker's dozen and one appeared 

and were sworn in to do their level best or die

when their allotted time had come. But D. E. 

Wagenhals, of Nashville, Ill., said he would try 

it anyhow, and so did D. E. Berry, of Palmyra, 

Ill. Theodore Reichel, Macon, Ill., told A. C. 

Cheatham of Warrensburg, Mo., that he ought 

to change it to cheatem, but T. H. Smith, 

New Franklin, Mo., said he knew Cheat

ham wouldn't cheat as badly as John Koetting, 

of Ste. Genevieve, Mo.; and J. F. Smith, of 

Higbee, Mo., said F. Hockman, of Alhambra, 

Ill., would prove it by William Degan, of New 

Athens, Ill. But he said Joseph J. Teishaus, of 

Quincy, Ill., would do anything but carry off a 

hot stove. Henry J. Klunk, of Alton, Ill., who 

has passed to the great beyond, was a familiar 

friend to John B., and whose last name was 
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corn, and he will beat any and all who keep 
his company long enough. Joseph Freiburg, Jr., 
was there, too, from Quincy. I spoke of him 

in a former chapter. Joe came to take a post
graduate course. H. A. Reither came across 

the briny deep from Nashville, Ill., and so did 

A. F. Lange, from White Hall, Ill. If every 
member of this class has had as great success 
as they indicated by close attention, they have 

surely received their money back several times. 
The next move was made on Kansas City, 

again, and one and one-half dozen signified their 

desire to beat the old ice-box. The list of good 
intents was started by Paris M . Walker, of 

Marshall, Mo., who was for several years a part

ner of H. M . Alexander. Next came James Mil
ner, of Tonganoxie, Kan.; C. M. Dunn, of Nor
man, Oklahoma Territory, said Oklahoma was 
not an inch behind the Sunflower state. Others 
in attendance were: G. A. Middleton, Odessa, 

Mo.; E. G. Jones, Wellington, Kan.; George 
S. Gudge, Dwight; J. L. Phinney, and S. Frank, 
Cherryvale, Kan.; George L. Hughson, Braymer, 

Mo.; John S. Lang, Coffeyville; H. W. Gates, 
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Rosedale, Kan., and his excellent wife, May L. 

Gates; M. P. Pryor, Polo, Mo.; J. F. Sutton, 
Kansas City; 0. B. Beckham, Sterling, Kan.; 

D. W. Newcomer, Kansas City, and F. J. Sadi
lek, Wilber, Neb., concluded the list. 



Chapter XX 

Casket Expert among the Students at Evansville-Funeral 
Director and Orator from Lead, South Dakota

The Nucleus of the Florida State Association-
Five Interpreters Necessary for a Class 

at Chicago-The Students Were 
Determined to Learn 

CHICAGO, April 15 to 18, 1895. "The 
white city against the world"; so said 
Mrs. J. L. Murphy, of Chicago Avenue, 

Chicago, and no man of the class led her in the 
lessons; D. A. Immel, of Burr Oak, Mich., was 
also in attendance, and F. J. Arnet, Chicago; also 

John Carey, of the same city; A. H. Campbell, 
Mattawan, Mich.; J. E. Melby, Momence, Ill.; 

J. H. Swartz, Carlin, Ill.; Fred H. Gehr, Spar

land, Ill.; Milton Staver, New Paris, Ind.; E. S. 
Slocum, Loda, Ill.; F. G. Knudten, Dwight, 
Ill.; F. W. Hochspeir, North Avenue, Chicago; 
F. M. Hughes, Antioch, Ill.; D. M. Henry, Jr., 
Laporte, Ind.; A. H. M uhlke, Deerfield, Ill.; 
H. S. Copeland, Potomac, III.; James T. Mc-
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Sherry, Joliet, Ill.; D. W. Hartzler, Topeka, 
Ind.; Charles W. Alward, Canton, Ill.; Dennis 
Carroll, Chicago; George B. Metzger, Chicago; 

Herman Gosch, Crown Point, Ind.; S. E. Cleve
land, Jr., Chicago; David H. Culbertson, Chi
cago; Samuel Montgomery, Petersburg, Ill. It 

was at this town where I saw a crowd of young 
people who called themselves the three P.P.P.'s 

-Petersburg's Pinks of Perfection. No boy or 
girl could be a member that did not have red 
hair. L. G. Kurtz, of Fisher, Ill., and W. S. 
Lamb, Gibson City, Ill., came next. I won
der if Lamb remembers my last visit to his 
city. Michael Keegan, Spring Valley, Ill., and 

his brother, William H. Keegan; L. C. Millard, 

of Belvidere, Ill., and last but not the smallest 

was good big John Huff, of Bremen, Ind. 
Louisville, Ky., May 8, 9, ro, II, 1895. The 

class consisted of E. C. Schoppenhorst, Louis
ville; Dr. W. Van Dyke, Taylorsville, Ky.; 
G. E. Mathews, Port Royal, Ky.; William D. 
Evans, Pleasureville, Ky.; P. Tracy, Jefferson
ville, Ind.; Edwin F. Moore, Louisville; C. F. 
Troutman, Shepherdsville, Ky. The lectures 
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and demonstrations were held at Gran W. 

Smith & Sons' parlors, Eighth and Jefferson. 

Cincinnati, Eclectic Medical College, June 4 

to 8, 1895. We had with us: Charles S. Marriott, 

Belle Center, Ohio; E. D. Miller, Cincinnati; 

Edward J. Neidhard, Taylors Creek, Ohio; 

John H. Danahy, Lexington, Ky.; B. J. Kessing, 

Oldenburg, Ind.; 0. B. Tufts, Maineville, Ohio; 

Henry Huelsman, Cincinnati; F. A. Erschell, 

Newport, Ky.; S. 0. Norris, Milroy, Ind.; G. 

W. Marshall, Corinth, Ky.; James Gard, Eaton, 

Ohio. Of the above class, as far as I can learn, 

Mr. Miller is out of the trade; Eddy Neidhard 

is still at the old stand, his father having turned 

everything over to his son, who has added many 

new features. 0. B. Tufts has succeeded his 

father. S. 0. Norris has made enough and 

wants to sell out, and ride in his machine and 

enjoy life. 

Milwaukee, Wis., June 18 to 21, 1895. We 

opened at the St. Charles Hotel, with J. K. 
Randle, Waukesha, Wis., first, and then came 

G. F. Wallman, and his excellent spouse, Mrs. 

Caroline Wallman, of Waterford, Wis.; Theo-
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dore Tellefson, Rockdale, Wis.; August Swan

son, Ishpeming, Mich.; Hans Johnson, Deerfield, 

Wis.; Fred Ritter, Milwaukee; Nick Neider

korn, Milwaukee; Richard Drewes, Coopers

town, Wis.; D. H. Beckwith, Spring Green, 

Wis.; C. E. Muffley, Boscobel, Wis.; John H. 

Beisang, Eau Claire, Wis.; Henry Scharman, 

Shannon, Ill.; W. H. Viglow, Palmyra, Wis.; 

G.• M. Burnett, Stoughton, Wis.; Charles W. 

Raw, Beloit, Wis.; August Schneider, Milwau

kee; Charles H. Frantz, Second Avenue, Mil

waukee; J. A. England, Cambridge, Wis.; A. 

Schraudenbach, Merton, Wis.; W. D. Fitch, 

Madison, Wis.; G. E. Gill, Madison; E. Stewart, 

Brodhead, Wis.; L. G. Zacherl, Fond du Lac, 

Wis.; F. Schoenmann, Spring Green, Wis.; 

J. F. Koeck, St. Nazianz, Wis.; Robert Caud

lish, Rosendale, Wis.; R. T. Hunter, Fort Atkin

son, Wis.; William Frazier, Manitowoc, Wis. 

While a variety of nationalities composed this 

class, it was a good one in numbers and interest 
.as well as pecuniarily. 

Omaha, June 25, 26, 27, 28, 1895. If M. 0. 

Maul were alive now he could or would tell of 
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some things that occurred during the session of 
this class. There were also present: A.G. Good
rich, St. Paul, Neb.; G. G. Dunn, Holdredge, 

Neb.; George H. Wheeler, Neola, Iowa; John 
C. Pfeifer, Portsmouth, Iowa; R. L. Sheward, 

Council Bluffs, Iowa; J. W. Armstrong, South 
Auburn, Neb.; J. U. Wise, Dow City, Iowa; 
John A. Wastalka, Cook, Neb.; N. C. Trout, 

Tarkio, Mo. 
Evansville, Ind., September 3, 4, 5, 6, 1895. 

The lectures were held at A. Johann's place, on 

Garfield Avenue. The class consisted of: George 
Hall, Grayville, Ill.; G. F. Jones, Hazleton, 

Ind.; P. H. Lamb, Oakland City, Ind. The 

firm of Lamb & Son, now consisting of the junior 
Lamb, attended a college course in Cincinnati; 
G. M. Shafer, Boonville, Ind., is still in business 
as Shafer & Bro. The junior Shafer takes care 
of the undertaking and is a brilliant, progressive 
young man. Henry A. Boyle, Cynthiana, Ind.; 

Nicholas Friedrich, Mt. Carmel, Ill.; M. Bart
ley, Waverly, Ky.; Charles L. Schergens, Tell 

City, Ind.; Ezra A. Lowe, Fort Branch, Ind.; 

Albert H. Johann, Evansville, Ind.; J. Henry 
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Berges, Evansville, Ind.; Henry Plock, Cannel

ton, Ind.; Carl King, Coryd~m, Ky.; Porter F. 

Short, Owensville, Ind.; Edward Hulvershorn, 

Newburg, Ind.; James V. Emmerson, Owens

ville, Ind.; E. W. Nash, New Harmony, Ind.; 

W. L. Mellinger, Ft. Branch, Ind.; John W. 

Wolk, Haubstadt, Ind. Most of the members 

of this class are still in business. Henry Berges 

is general manager of the A. Johann & Sons 
Co.; is an exquisite mechanic, and makes some 

of the finer caskets used by the company. Ezra 

A. Lowe has moved to Evansville and is nicely 

fixed in a residential property he has recently 

bought. Eddie Hulvershorn recently died of 

Bright's disease. 

Minneapolis, Minn., Sept. 9, IO, II, 12, 1895: 

Lectures at Brotherhood Hall. There were pre

sent: E.W. Coons of Virginia, Minn.; Adolph 
Steinigeweg, Leseuer, Minn.; Egidus Moers, 

Watertown, Minn.; A. E. McLeod, Hallock, 

Minn.; E. W. Lynch, Brainerd, Minn.; William 

M. Chandler, Grafton, N. D.; Thomas A. Nel

son, St. Paul, Minn.; A. I. Anderson, Redfield, 

S. D. 
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Omaha, Neb., Sept 17 to 20, 1895: Lectures 

at hall on 15th Street; demonstrator, M. 0. 

Maul. The first to register was S. R . Smith, 

Lead, S. D. In addition to his work as a funeral 

director, Mr. Smith is quite an orator and is 

at the head of the Booster Club of his city. His 

poetical wife writes verses on the lives of those 

who are buried by her husband. In a recent 

pamphlet on the beauties of Lead, Mr. Smith 

gives some oratory that is indeed most excellent 

and it also contains some very witty verses by 

Mrs. Smith. But to continue our roll-call: W. 

B. La Bar, Mankato, Kan.; C.H. Bell, Missouri 

Valley, Iowa; L. Roggentine, Millersburg, Iowa; 

Filbert Trexler, Bennett, Neb.; Charles Med

ford, Hamburg, Iowa; W. H. Crose, Malvern, 

Iowa; H. F . Blust, Avoca, Iowa; Alexander 

Hammerstrom, Oakland, Neb.; D. E. Wherry, 

Pawnee City, Neb.; J . C. Jordan, Gordon, Neb.; 

Alexander Weir, Cumberland, Neb.; Friedolin 

Reifert, Hartington, Neb.; E. Ratnour, Weep

ing Water, Neb.; R. S. Crawford, Sidney, Iowa ; 

Flora E. Werner, Hebron, Neb. 
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Atlanta, Ga., October 4 to 8, 1895. This meet
ing was held just before the meeting of the 
National Funeral Directors' Association, and 

during the class Joseph Duncan, of Tallahassee, 
called the half dozen or more together and this 
was the nucleus of the Florida state association. 

Those from Florida were: Joseph Duncan, Talla
hassee; J. P. Glover, Bartow; L. D. Vinson, 
Tarpon Springs; Alexander Phiel, St. Peters
burg; J. W. Lester, Tampa, and E. F. Smith, 
Arcadia. Other members of the class were: C. 
C. Williams, Newberry, S. C.; George Allen 
Brown, Mossey Creek, Tenn.; T. R. Sparks, 
Piedmont, Ala.; R. L. McKnight, Tuscumbia, 

Ala.; C. H. Herring, Columbus, Ga.; H. C. Lee, 

Durham, N. C.; C. J. Hill, Aiken, S. C.; James 
F. Mackey, Greenville, S. C.; C. L. Torbett, 
Columbus, Ga.; C. S. Jones, Talladega, Ala.; 

C. E. Griffin, Jackson, Tenn.; R. T. Howerton, 
Durham, N. C.; Yancey Hill, Montgomery, 
Ga.; W. D. Stewart, Rome, Ga. After the class 
had finished, and during the following week, all 

attended the national meeting and Prof. Will P. 
Hohenschuh was president. A conspicuous mem-
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ber from the west offered a resolution that all 
embalming fluid manufacturers should mark 

every package of fluid poison, and give the for
mula of each, when Mr. Flanner, of Indianapolis, 

offered an amendment which was that every 
undertaker be required to give to the purchaser 

the cost of the casket, hardware and lining used 

in every casket or coffin sold. The formula 
resolution dropped and so did the one who 

offered it. 
The last of October was ended at Chicago, 

October 29, 30, 31 and November I, 1895. Louis 
Mittendorf, of Champaign, Ill., was first, 
followed by William H. Keegan, post-graduate, 

Spring Valley, Ill.; Frank M. Bivins, of the 
same city; J.M. Sherrod, Bangor, Mich.; E.G. 
Miller, Yorkville, Ill.; C. W. Steenrod, Syca
more, Ill.; John F. Fedde, Peotone, Ill.; Walter 

E. Drew, Waukegan, Ill. 
Indianapolis, November 5, 6, 7, 8, 1895: Lec

tures at the American Medical College. Those 
present were: Mrs. Fanny B. Garrison, Harts
ville, Ind.; Mrs. Emma H. Carver, Crawfords

ville, Ind.; T. S. Garrison, Hartsville, Ind.; 
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J. N. Frist, Clinton, Ind.; Scott Gunn, Clinton, 

Ind.; Louis Pardieck, Jonesville, Ind.; Samuel 
T. Reeve, Edwardsport, Ind.; E. A. Rankin, 

Thorntown, Ind.; E. A. Norman, Hope, Ind.; 
Mrs. E. B. Keesling, Pendleton, Ind.; Newland 

Gwin, New Albany, Ind.; Will J. Nickles, 
Charlestown, Ind.; J. M. Woody, Bloomingdale, 
Ind.; Will W. Pettycrew, with Flanner & Bu

chanan, Indianapolis; C. B. Keesling, Pendleton, 
Ind. 

Chicago, March IO to 13, 1896. Five months 
had elapsed since the class at Indianapolis. We 
had with us upon this occasion: Edward W. 
Meyer, Gilman, Ill.; A. V. Powell, Bowling 

Green, Ohio; Herman Zabel, Princeton, Ill.; J. 

Frank Epperson, Oneida, Ill.; Patrick Byrne, 

Jr., Chicago; W. J. Cavlin, Berwyn, Ill.; J.C. 
Geils, Bensenville, Ill.; Charles Geisen, Crown 
Point, Ind.; William E. Bradley, Chicago; 
Henry Borcherding, Chicago; Ernest Schmidt, 
Chicago; Carl Geermann, Chicago; H. L. 
Prehm, Lake Zurich, Ill.; Henry Jahnsen, Chi

cago; J. W. Usborne, Marengo, Ill.; Henry 
Snyder, Columbia City, Ind.; Thomas Mines, 
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Chicago; William Kross, K. Kitch, Chicago; 

E. F. Fisher, Canton, Ill.; William H. Keegan, 

post-graduate; F. M. Beenes, Spring Valley, 

Ill.; Frank McKeon, Chicago; L. W. Vilmer, 

Crown Point, Ind.; Jules Gravelot, Strawn, Ill.; 

Emil Wiese, Davenport, Iowa; Charles I. Platt, 

Chicago; John Jana, Chicago. 

St. Louis, March 17, 18, 19, 20, 1896. Stu

dents present: John M. Boicourt, Metropolis, 

Ill.; Herman Kropp, Addieville, Ill.; Fred Hoff

meister, St. Louis; Edward Metcalf, Greenfield, 

Ill.; W. H. Bauer, Alton, Ill.; Carl J. Van

sicle, Girard, Ill.; J. C. Hoffmeister, post-gradu

ate, and A. J. Pfeifer, post-graduate, St. Louis. 

This was the smallest class I ever conducted in 

St. Louis, but the interest was just as great as if 

there were thirty-eight. 

Westward, ho! the star of empire takes its 

way, and Kansas City was reached March 31, 

April 1, 2, 3, 1896. We were delighted to greet 

sixteen good people who were willing to give up 

their shekels to learn how. J. H. Boice, Galena, 
Kan., was first to put up his money and down 

his name. Then came: C. D. Marvin, Webb 
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City, Mo.; H. B. Hunt, Edwardsville, Kan.; G. 
P. Werts, Denison, Kan.; T. P. Logan, Cherry
vale, Kan.; George S. Upshaw, Abilene, Kan.; 

D. W. Sanders, Burlington, Kan.; J.C. Marley, 
Drexel, Mo.; C. B. Yates, Weir City, Kan.; T. 
Hargis, Weir City, Kan.; Mrs. D. J. Laugh
man, Kiowa, Kan.; F. D. Everson, Cawker City, 
Kan.; D. H. Ebert, Louisburg, Kan.; A. J. 

Requa, Ft. Scott, Kan.; J. T. Suit, Paola, Kan.; 

John F. Uleck, Holton, Kan.; G. W. McDonald, 
Girard, Kan. 

Our next visit was to Quincy, Ill., and we had 

been well advertised. The spacious new parlors 
of the Freiburg building were in readiness for a 
splendid class, as follows: George Fleming, Can
ton, Mo.; Hugh A. Shields, Greenfield, Ill.; M. 

Lane, Barry, Ill.; Charles Lame, Jr., Pittsfield, 
Ill.; F. W. Phelps, Plymouth, Ill.; J. 0. Wade, 

Loraine, Ill.; Otto Lepper, Casper J. Hellhake, 

William C. Ahren, Herman Freiburg, Bernard 
Freiburg, all of Quincy; John M. Bybee, Pleas

ant Hill, Ill.; Frank Linkins and John W. 
Linkins, Bluffs, Ill.; Charles H. Nutt, Mendon, 
Ill.; William Hummel, Kahoka, Mo.; David 
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M. Thomas, Bevier, Mo.; William Muegge, 
Tioga, Ill.; Fred J. Karle, Jr., Kahoka, Ill.; 

Charles W. Messick, Roy T. Dougherty, Sam 
T. Messick, Mrs. Margaret Messick, William 
Mertens, all of Quincy, Ill.; H. J. Galbraith, 
Lewistown, Mo.; J. F. G. Oblander, Bushnell, 
Ill.; F. M. Quinn, Perry, Ill.; A. W. Plattner, 

Pittsfield, Ill.; W. A. Gilles, Plainville, Ill.; 
0. S. Barker, La Grange, Mo.; John A. Robert

son, Payson, Ill.; V. Carter, Ursa, Ill.; W. C. 

Hall and W. H. Liggett, Abingdon, Ill. I remem
ber the lady student (Mrs. Messick) said she 
would not operate on a colored subject, but 
when I had lectured for nearly an hour and 

had several incisions made she came nudging 
around and asked when she was to operate and 
I told her right now and this minute. When 

she was through she was glad; she had operated 

three times on the cadaver. It was at this 

class that we had the body of James Nutting, 
who had been in the Mississippi River eleven 
days. It was placed in the carriage shed and 
all the clothing consisted of his shoes. When we 
inserted the trocar to remove abdominal gases 
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seven of the crowd started for the alley and 
only five reached the gates and the other two 
let go before getting out. This was just before 

dinner. We raised the carotid and injected two 
quarts. After dinner we resumed the work of 

injecting two quarts more. This was on Tues
day. The funeral took place in Freiburg's par

lors, with mother and sister present, on Satur
day morning, all at the expense of the class 
who chipped in to pay the cost, including the 

preacher. This was the body that was dis

interred a year later and found in a splendid 

state of preservation. 

At Chicago, during April 21 to 24, inclusive, 
we were glad to shake hands with just four 
more than greeted us at Quincy, viz., thirty
eight: H.B. Bouffleur, Madison Street, Chicago; 
Samuel Montgomery, Petersburg, Ill.; A. Church
ill, Green Street, Chicago; Anton Linhart, Loomis 

Street, Chicago; F. M. Karstens, Arlington 
Heights, Ill.; Edward G. Dignan, Henry Shroe

der, Joseph Stuckart, S. F. Malicki, JamesBruka
sek, Michael Rytlewski, Peter Hendriki, John 

Havlic, John Cervack, Albert Cermak, Joseph 
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Chadraba, Charles H. Varkeller, J. B. Lanyon, 

J. W. Yand, J.C. Birkenkamp, Dennis Sullivan, 
Henry Nolting, Joseph Schultz, K. Fritz, P. C. 

Finerty, Patrick Byrne, Lars Schmidt, August 

Pluska, Joe Kowaczek, Henry Marik, all of 
Chicago. For most of the Chicago students I 
had to use five interpreters, but every one of 
them made a high grade on the body and some 
told me they would get together in one or two 
rooms and study their lessons until after twelve 

and at early dawn were up and at it again. It 

was really a very interesting class to instruct. 

The other members outside of Chicago were: 
Erick W. Kruka, Calumet, Mich.; A. H. 
Muhlke, Deerfield, Ill.; Will. Horton, Gales
burg, Ill.; James Pickering, Oxford, Ind.; E. 
F. Kruse, Champaign, Ill.; Enos H. Renner, 

Urbana, Ill. These lectures and demonstrations 
were at Bohemian Hall, De Koven Street, in the 

rear of the Chicago Coffin Co.'s place. 

Cincinnati, April 28 to May I, 1896. At the 
opening of this class the Cincinnati School of 
Embalming was fourteen years and two weeks 

old. It was good to get back home to its birth-
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place. Allen M. Vorhis, of Lockland, was a post
graduate student. Others in attendance were: 
W. E. Motsinger, Milford, Ohio; J. A. Stout, 

New Vienna, Ohio; W.W. Ruble, New Vienna, 
Ohio; David M. Miller, New Carlisle, Ohio; J. 

K. Nesbett, Warsaw, Ky.; George A. Wiltsee, 
Cincinnati; Harry R. Stephens, Atwood, Ky.; 
James L. Pyles, Sardis, Ky.; Ralph Steward, 
Spring Valley, Ohio; Walter A. Kellian, Bell

brook, Ohio; John Crouch, Georgetown, Ohio; 
Ray Austin, Dayton, Ohio; Charles B. Miller, 

Spencerville, Ohio; James H. Corbin, Paris, 

Ky.; A. V. Powell, Bowling Green, Ohio; J. J. 
Hartman, Laurenceville, Ohio; J. S. Clements, 

Brownstown, Ind.; Wilford ~- John, Dayton, 
Ohio; E. D. Millhouse, Kirkwood, Ohio; J. 
Chase Byer, Jackson, Ohio; J. H. Dunstall, 
Falmouth, Ky.; Edwin H. Kerr, Mt. Gilead, 
Ohio; C. P. Groll, Waldo, Ohio. We have 
heard from nearly every one of these good 

people in the way of orders for embalming fluid; 

or by letter telling how successful they have 

been in preserving the human dead and what 
a good investment it was to them. 
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Milwaukee, May 19 to 22, 1896. First came 

W. E. Muth, Sheboygan, Wis., and J. J. Han

chett of the same city. Hanchett is a hustler 

and has made lots of money in the undertaking 

business, and in his furniture and other lines. 

Then came D. Schweer, Milwaukee; William 

Gabriel, Delavan, Wis.; Bernard Bielafield, Mil

waukee: Anton Kohn, Milwaukee; Percy Tal

bot, Berlin, Wis.; George W. Cline, New London, 

Wis.; Harry H. Griffin, Waukegan, Ill.; W. H. 

Raman, South Wayne, Wis.; E. C. Hemingway, 

Oconomowoc, Wis.; P. Kavanagh, Janesville, 

Wis.; James Gesme, Mount Horeb, Wis.; Wallace 

Murison, Portage, Wis.; H. L. Gillespie, Sturgeon 

Bay, Wis.; Jasper Dexter, South Wayne, Wis. 

I wish I could visit all of these people. I know 

I would have a warm and pleasant reception. 

Louisville, May 26 to 29, 1896. The lady who 

headed the list was Mrs. B. F. Johnson, Salem, 

Ind. Then we had Herman Ebert, with John 

Schoenlaub, Louisville, another case of barley

corn and ruin. He had a lovely family and in

herited a good business and property, but pros

perity and John Barleycorn did it. W. T. Cot-
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ton, Elizabethtown, Ky.; G. W. Taylor, Win

chester, Tenn.; J . S. Stoes, Peewee Valley, Ky.; 
S. S. Porter, Jr., Williamsport, Tenn.; N. R. 

Blankenbaker, Fisherville, Ky.; Charles Fetz, 
Louisville; Guy S. Wells, Taylorsville, Ky.; T. 

C. Crawford, Elizabethtown, Ky. ; Given Rudy, 
Henderson, Ky.; Horace W. Miller, Owensboro, 

Ky. ; William Evans, Pleasureville, Ky. ; P. W. 
Martin, Hodgenville, Ky.; H. H. Roberts, 
Leitchfield, Ky.; W. T . Voiers, Butler, Ky.; L. 

B. Scott, Campbellsburg, Ky.; William Rowe, 
Corydon, Ind.; W. W. Bradshaw, Columbia, 
Ky. ; I. Shannon, Shelbyville, Ky.; Vitus Honig, 
Rockport, Ind. Mr. Honig has been dead sev
eral years. Mr. Rudy, of Henderson, is at the 

head of the Rudy Rowland Undertaking Co. 
I have had the pleasure of visiting some of the 
people of this and other schools held in Louis

ville and Evansville, and while a few have 
retired, others are doing nicely, and they were 
all glad to welcome me and not only these good 
people but all that have had confidence enough 
in my ability to impart the secrets of embalm
ing and have willingly paid their money. 
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Chapter XXI 

Another Doubting Thomas Convinced- Helping to Form 
the Ohio State.Association-Professor Clarke Tells of a 

Lapse of Three Years during Which He Tried 
to Raise Oranges and Other Fruits Down 

South-Lost Money But Regained 
His Health-A War-Time 

Reminiscence at Omaha 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla., July 2, 3, 5, 6, 
1896. We had with us: D. J. Murphy, 
Tarpon Springs; L. D. Vinson, Tarpon 

Springs; J . F . Allen, De Land; Charles A. Clark, 
Jacksonville; Robert McClelland, Gainesville; 
E. E. Coen, Tampa; D. E. Mciver, Ocala; J. L. 

Wirt, Bartow; T. J. Miller, Sanford; T. M. 

Burns, Jacksonville; J. Lawrence Reed, Jack
sonville; T. F. Thomas, Gainesville; H. L. 
Phifer, Gainesville; Andrew Froscher, Titus

ville. On the 4th of July the great event was a 
bicycle race, at the rink, above the city, on the 
bay, where it was delightfully cool. While in 

the city the weather was red hot. The class was 
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adjourned at noon and we remained at the rink 
until late at night, having plenty to eat and 

drink. 
After bidding our friends good-bye, the train 

carried us to Augusta, Ga., July 7, 8, 9, IO, 1896. 
I did not expect much of a class in this beautiful 

city of live-oaks, but had one page full on the 
register. I enjoyed meeting my old friends and 
a few former students. The hospitality of my 

long-time friend, W. Edward Platt, was ex

tended to me, and his home was my home always 
when in Augusta. Wade Hampton Dukes, 
Orangeburg, S. C., was the first to register. 
Then came W. M. Waters, Florence, S. C.; 

Charles E. Henderson, Marietta, Ga.; J. M. 
Rogers, with W. I. Wilson, Augusta; John F. 
Dugas, Augusta; William W. Moore, Barnwell, 

S. C.; E. L. Witherspoon, Sumter, S. C.; George 

C. Jones, Augusta; C.H. Colson, Athens, Ga.; 
C. J. Hill, Aiken, S. C.; P. F. Keenan, Augusta; 

James Evans, Augusta, and W. E. Platt, Au
gusta. The beautiful avenues of the live-oak, the 
Savannah that separated Georgia from South 
Carolina, and that delightful health resort, 
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Aiken, S. C., with its beautiful grounds, hotels 

and drives, make the two cities very attract
ive. I was sorry not to be able to re-visit 
Savannah and Charleston. 

Columbus, Ohio, July 14 to I 7. I specially 
remember W. N. Van Gorder, New London, 

Ohio, as being a doubting Thomas, when I called 
on him and told him I could teach him how to 
embalm and keep dead bodies from three days 
to three weeks. His doubts were very expres
sive. The next year he said he had been convinced 
and wanted to get in on the front row. There 

were also present, Victor L. Bertschy, Wheeling, 

W. Va.; W. F. Brown, Sedalia, Ohio; R. B. 
Stanton, Utica, Ohio; Harry C. Hall, Murray 
City, Ohio; Walter Oliver, Logan, Ohio; Wil

liam L. Winkler, Jenera, Ohio; David Fultz, 
Rushville, Ohio; James B. Allen, South Charles
ton, Ohio; L. G. Thomas, Gillespieville, Ohio; 
F. P. Dulaney, Mountville, Ohio; Rose D. Hud
dle, Fredericktown, Ohio; H. B. Shannon, 
Kingston, Ohio; W. H. Rettig, Arlington, 

Ohio. At this class the nucleus of the Ohio State 
Embalmers' Associatioi1 was started. Jesse F. 
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Brown acted as chariman and Mrs. Rose D. 

Huddle as secretary. Mr. Brown was · subse

quently made president and Mrs. Huddle per

manent secretary. 

Chicago, July 20 to 23. An even fourteen 

enlisted in the good cause, and the list was 

headed by Austin Cutler, of Laport, Ind., and 

his good wife, Mrs. Caroline .E. Cutler. Then 

came J. W. Messer, El Paso, Ill.; David Davies, 

West Pullman, Ill.; J. J. Nunn, Jacksonville, 
Ill.; W. L. Shick, Garden City, Mo.; James D. 

Morris, Kirkland, Ill.; D. J. Boller, Wayland, 

Iowa; D. E. Eicher, Winfield, Iowa; J. L. 
Koll, Cold Spring, Minn.; Barbara Schure, 

and her husband, Martin Schure, Lowell, Ind.; 

John Huff, Bremen, Ind., and C. E. Huff 

Bremen, Ind. 

It is across the lake and the road leads to 

Oshkosh, Wis., where from July 28 to August 

I, inclusive, we opened up to the good people, 

and nearly every one was a Badger, as fol

lows: W. D. Ranger, Columbus; W. F. 

Saecker, Appleton. It was our pleasure to visit 
Appleton and Mr. Saecker and his lovely 
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daughter who was his best partner, saleslady 
and caretaker of the store. I will never forget 
this beautiful little city and the many scenes 
of nature and art combined. But to continue 
our list: Charels J. Winstadt, Shawano; C. W. 

Leisman, Antigo; F. W. Schussman, Calumet

ville; Otto Plonsky, Oshkosh; Frank Kuehl, 
De Pere; M.A. Bogoger, Grand Rapids; D. A. 

Oliver, Escanaba, Mich.; C. J. Nesbit, Osh
kosh; William Konrad, Jr., Oshkosh; F. H. 
Charlesworth, Omro; George W. Cline, New 
London; George W. Upham, Marshfield; E. C. 
Haueisen, Waupun; Louis G. Zacherl, Fond-du
lac; Robert Candlish, Rosendale; William 
Laemmrich, Menasha; A. Weimmann, Iola. I 

always liked to visit Wisconsin and Michigan, 
although my best classes were in Michigan. The 

foreign element were progressive and would never 
buy what they knew they could not pay for, and 
we had an excellent trade in fluid, mostly mail 
orders. 

Pittsburgh, Pa., August 4, S, 6, 7, 1896. There 
were present, W. F. Nash, Florin; A. A. Wade, 
Brock; J. E. Galbrath, Slate Lick; S. Knight, 

[ 386] 



REMINISCENCES OF EARLY EMBALMING 

Windridge; Martin Pollard, East Brady; A. R. 

Mechling, Clarington; John J. Miller, Alle

gheny; William A. Mauch, Charleroi; T. J. 

Clagget, Uniontown; John Schnack, Pittsburgh. 

The grand old Keystone state has so many towns 

and villages that you must name the county 

or your letter will have to travel through many 

counties to get there. 

I cannot leave the old state until I have visited 

what some call the greatest "steel works," refer

ing to the capitol at Harrisburg. The faithful 

were congregated at the show-rooms of the Har

risburg Burial Cast Company, on August I I to 

14, inclusive. There were present: George H. 

Sourbier, Jr., Harrisburg; J.M. Diehl, Marion; 

W. G. Zimmerman, Singlestown; J. Beattie Bar

bour, Shippensburg; Joseph L. Thomas, Harris

burg, and the old reliable, W. P. Roberts, of 

whom I have often spoken; I mean Roberts, of 

Sunbury. Also T. A. Waddell, Mercersburg, 

not omitting Charles A. Shaffer, Harrisburg; 

Harry Miller, Elizabethtown; J.E. Futer, Gap, 

and George W. Hawthorn, Bainbridge. 
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We come now to a lapse of three years, dur

ing which time I was trying to recruit my 

health, raise oranges and other citrus fruits, 

make a town, and make or lose some money, 

and the latter was the winner. But I got my 

health back, which was worth more than all 

the money. I had a pleasant experience with 

the French Arcadians, in common parlance 
called Cajans, a very happy class of people, 

although not a very industrious element, as 

the climate does not require much of an effort to 

make a living. All were farmers, with an occa

sional country store. Most all had a few trees 

of oranges, pecans, figs, peaches, and from ten 

to fifty head of cattle, which roamed the prai

ries and obtained their own living. Once a 

year they were rounded up and branded, and 

the cattle buyer would pay them from ten to 
eighteen or twenty dollars a head and drive 

them away. This was about all the ready 

money they had. For food they would kill a 

steer and the neighborhood would assemble and 

divide up and, after a feast, would go to their 

homes. They would grow a few acres of rice 
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and flail it out and store it in a shed and hull 

it out by hand as they needed it. Nearly all 

grew a few chickens that sold for ten cents 

each and eggs at the same price per dozen. 

Fish were plenty in the lakes and streams and 

an industrious native would work about sixty 
days in the year. 

If any one was sick the neighbors would come 

and eat and feast on all the family had to eat; 

would sit in the sick room, smoke their pipes and 

do everything that was not good for the patient; 

and if the patient died every form of vehicle 

that could be put into use was there-a cow and_ 

a pony hitched to a wagon, the wheels were a log 

sawed and made into wheels. Others rode on 

ponies, while some would walk. If a priest were 

not to be had, some one would read a part in 

the Bible, if he or she could read. If not, the 

few words of the church ritual would be recited. 

I remember an instance when I went with Dr. 

Hall to see a child that was suffering with blood 

poisoning, and the poor little one did not look as 

ever having had a bath except when it went 
into the lake. 
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If you came in sight of a house, the first 
thing was to make a cup of strong black coffee 
and when you had been seated and spoken a 
few words of French, they would hand you the 
coffee in a painted little tin cup or mug, and 

if any were working in the field or garden, they 

would come to the house and insist on your stay

ing to dinner. With their number of cows, none 
ever had any milk or butter. It was too much 
trouble and the cows were all too wild. We 
introduced some Jersey cattle in their midst and 
some good breeds of chickens and some hogs that 

~ere not razor backs. On one occasion a hog, 
which would swim the lake nearly two miles 
across, had been crawling under the fence and 

would eat his fill of sweet potatoes and swim 
back. We watched for the visitor's arrival, and 
Dr. Hall, with his rifle, shot and killed him. The 
next morning we skinned him and found shot 
enough embedded in his flesh to kill a hundred 

wild ducks. 
We began the culture of fruit and bought 

many of their seedling oranges and had two good 
crops. We also brought from Florida the 
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tangerine and mandarin oranges, and thought 

we would soon have oranges by the carload to 

ship; but our fond hopes were blasted when we 

had a visitation from a man by the name of 

Jack, whose surname was Frost, and he made a 

clean sweep, and the writer of this article 

reloaded a car with household belongings and 

went back to Springfield, Ohio. 

The others, and many from the north, came 

and went into rice culture and made lots of 

money, but I went back to my first love and 

continued teaching how to inject the arterial 

system with antiseptics, and again tried and 

succeeded in getting back what I had lost. 

The influx of northern people proved what 

industry and ingenuity would do and the rice 

industry grew until, from one stern-wheel boat 

that could make the trip once a week five boats 

were employed in carrying the rice from one 

district, each making two and three trips a week. 

The seawater backed up the river and a part of 

the rice industry was spoiled, but later they 

began to bore for oil and thousands were made 
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rich and many were made poor, and so it goes all 

through life. 

I remember, after my return home, I con

ducted a large school at Indianapolis, but the 

record is not to be found and I cannot give the 

names, nor one at Minneapolis and another at 

Milwaukee. But I have the record beginning at 

La Crosse, Wis., September 12, 13, 14, 15, 1899. 

There were present, F. C. Ford, Trempaleau, 

Wis.; D. Clinton Dyer, Houston, Minn.; Thomas 

Rowland, Houston, Minn.; Andrew Thompson, 

Lanesboro, Minn.; 0. 0. Lee, Rushford, Minn.; 

Andrew Slethen, La Crosse; Christian Engell, 

Spring Grove, Minn.; H. H. Goodenough, 

Ontario, Wis.; F. H. Smith, Melrose, Wis. 

The next stop was at Grand Island, Neb. If 
Joe Sonderman should chance to see this he will 

remember one or more instances that happened 

to the three Joes, viz., himself, Prof. Joe Frei

burg, who was then assisting me, and the writer. 

Curtis D. Essig, Sidney, Neb., and 0. J. Cox, 

Hastings, Neb., were also present. The balance 

of the class included: J. A. Farnham, North 

Bend, Neb.; H. F. Pack, McCook, Neb.; H. F. 
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Johnson, Cambridge, Neb.; T. J. Paul, De Witt, 
Neb.; T. P. Smith, Tekamah, Neb.; M. B. 
Flippin, M.D., Henderson, Neb.; Robert Shep

herd, Rushton, Neb.; Joe M. Schopp, Gutten
burg, Neb.; John McCafferty, O'Neil, Neb.; J. 
V. Hodgens, Shelton, Neb.; J. S. Freeland, 
Axtell, Neb.; John R. Healey, Ogalalla, Neb.; 
H.J. Miller, Clarkson; F. S. Southard, Superior; 
Frank Stanton, Superior; F. J. Smitz, Kearney; 
J. B. Hodge, Shelton; J. W. Healey, Ogalalla; 

Thomas Nelson , Diller;· J. S. Freeland, Axtell; 
E. C. Wagner, Arapahoe; Joseph Sondermann, 

Grand Island; E. L. Troyer, Lincoln, Neb. 

St. Joseph, Mo. The first to be introduced 
was Mrs. Jennie A. Peck, White Cloud, Kansas. 
Then came Mrs. Emma C. Meierhoffer, St. 
Joseph; C. Boone Taliaferro, Boonville, Mo.; 
W. L. Cole, King City, Mo.; R. J. McCise, 

Gallatin, Mo.; Albert 0. Dubach, Troy, Kan.; 
and W. B. Smith, Barnesville, Ga., who was 

looking up a location in the Wild and Woolly 
West. 

In leaving the prosperous city of St. Joseph 
the trip was across three states to reach Louis
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ville, Ky., 1899. After a week's rest at home 
and renewing the acquaintance of my family I 
opened up with ten good people and we began 

the work with M. C. Diener, Louisville; J. W. 
Weller, Canmer; Ira J. Nichols, Milan, Ind.; W. 
A. Todd, Richmond; Thomas K. Robb, Frank

fort; Ewell Button, La Grange; James S. Lutz, 
Charleston, Ind.; H. H. Reynierson, Bradford

ville; William Watson, Louisville, and R. L. 
Taylor, Louisville. 

It was a seemingly long jump from Louisville 

to Omaha, Neb., for a class, November 20 to 25 

inclusive, 1899. There were present: Howard 
K. Burket, Omaha; W. N. Coats, Stuart; George 

M. Anderson, Gordon; George D. Darling, 
Alliance; I remarked to Mr. Darling that I 

remembered a Lieutenant George D. Darling 
of an Iowa regiment who, just before going into 
the battle of Ch~mpion Hills, Miss., gave me his 
watch, some money, letters and the address of 
his mother, and asked me to write her if he did 
not come out of the battle; and it was my pain

ful duty to do as he requested; and this Mr. 
Darling said the lieutenant was his uncle and 
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that he was owner of the watch. Fred N. Clarke, 

Council Bluffs, was the next; H. Yeger, Oakland; 

Orre S. Hulse, with M. 0. Maul, Omaha; Frank 

Comte, Springfield; John E. Johnson, Mead; 

M. B. Slippin, M.D., Henderson; John Wagner, 

Creston. 

Indianapolis, November 27, to December I, 

1899. I remember the second day of the class. I 

had forgotten that it was my fifty-ninth birthday 

anniversary. But there was something in the 

form of a surprise in addition to a letter from 

home, and that was an elegant, gold-headed 

silk umbrella, which I have to this day, a gift 

of the class. Two ladies registered, Mrs. Ella 

Shawley, Marion, Ind., was one. It was my pleas

ure to call on Mrs. Shawley, her husband and 

son in May, 1910. They are conducting a fine 

business at South Marion, Ind. Miss Thekla 

Rosenstengel, Millhousen, Ind., was the other, 

from whom I have not heard for several years. 

The rest of the class consisted of J. E. Fulwider, 

Greentown, Ind.; J. A. Klingel, South Bend, 

Ind.; Paul Begeman, Paragon, Ind.; W. 0. 

McKem, Thorntown, Ind.; Theodore Eysen-
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bach, Spencerville, Ind.; J. F. Brinkman, Sun

man, Ind.; Miss Beulah Willis, Indianapolis; 

E. R. Hyatt, Winchester, Ind.; J. E. Jones, 

Pendleton, Ind. 

Cincinnati, December 4 to 15, 1899. This was 
the last school of the year and I thought best 

to end it where it was founded. Those who 

partook of this two weeks' course were: Frank 

L. Vorhis, Lockland, Ohio; C. L. Tomlinson, 

Dayton, Ohio; Henry Moore, Covington, Ky.; 

Pearce Martin, Covington, Ky.; R. W. Pagels, 

Cincinnati, Ohio; C. E. Goodyear, Cincin

nati, Ohio; J. A. Conney, Bethel, Ohio; M. 

J. Costigan, Newport, Ky.; Homer V. Huber, 

Leipsic, Ohio; Robert J. Schraffenbergcr, Cincin

nati; RobertG.Knox, NcwLiberty,Ky.; JohnW. 

Johnston, Cheviot, Ohio; Aaron Skinner, Elber

feld, Ind. ; John Harterey, Bellevue, Ky. ; Fred 

Walber, Cheviot, Ohio, and W. S. Treadway. 

A rest of three weeks and then I arranged for 
another year's work and presented some new 

and valuable lessons to those who desired to 

hear me. I always made it a point to never 

tell or give any methods until I had first proven 
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them to be correct, and after letting each prove 
its efficacy on the cadaver, on the principle that 

truth will always prevail; tell what you know 
to be the truth and leave the rest untold. 

Indianapolis, a four days' course, January 8 

to 12, 1900, and eighteen good Hoosiers were in 
attendance, as follows: George B. Ferguson, 
Brazil, Ind., who says he is still an adherent to 
his teacher's methods with his many newer ideas; 
Charles W. Koch, of Freelandville; Charles W. 
Duncan, Bedford; Chester R. Zimmerman, Lees
burg; George McCarty, For~ville; H. Murray: 

Mitchell, Ind.; John E. Jones, P. G. Pendleton; 
Mrs. E. R. Hyatt, Winchester, Ind. Mrs. Hyatt 

came to take the course along with her hu~band 
and acquitted herself in the lectures with high 
honors, but when we got ready to complete the 
work on the body she declared she would not 
operate on a negro or colored _body. I told her 

she would not be required to, but she could look 
on, and I would ask such questions as were 

needed on the arterial circulation, and when any 
question was not answered correctly I would 
refer the matter to her and she became so 
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interested that she would trace the arteries, 
placing her fingers on the body. At one time 

she said one of the students was not cutting for 
the brachial artery correctly and she took the 
instruments herself and cut for, dissected and 

raised the artery and placed the bridge, and then 

you ought to have heard Mr. Hyatt laugh, as 

well as the class. When we were through she 
sewed up every wound she had made and several 
others. I hope Mr. and Mrs. Hyatt will see this 
chapter, and then they will no doubt have 

another laugh. We also had with us W. S. 
Adams, Morgantown; William M. Carson, 

Greenood; Lon I. Davis, North Salem; Otto 
W. Nutt, Carmel; F. M. Fisher, Tipton; W. 0. 

McKim, Thornton; H. W. Felton, Tipton; 
James M. Humphreys, Linton; Ira Humphreys, 
Linton; F. A. Benzel, Indianapolis; all from my 
native state. Whjle I am proud of my Hoosier 
birth, I am proud also of being a Buckeye by 
adoption. 

The first school of the new year at Cincinnati, 

was a two weeks' session from January 16 to 20 

inclusive. T. R. McClelland came from Durant, 
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Miss., and W. R. Mefford from Felicity, Ohio; 
F. F. Hayden, Cincinnati; Fred W. Enock, 

Delhi, Ohio; T. S. Shrout, Owingsville, Ky.; C. 
A. Roberts, Springfield, Ohio; Arthur L. Snyder 

and J. F. Strait, Springfield, Ohio. The last
named was a minister of the Campbellite faith. 
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Two Weeks' Schools Becoming Popular-Success of a 
Colored Student Who Was Trusted for His Tuition

Wide-Awake Lady Embalmer Locates "Wine
Press" by Telegraph-One of Edison's Ex-

perts Takes a Course-Another Dentist 
Tries Embalming-Nolan, Brown 

& Co.'s Embalming Exhibit 

IN my last chapter I mentioned the first two 

schools of the year 1900, viz., Indianapolis 
and Cincinnati, and now I will tell of the 

outpouring of the good people of the south at 

Atlanta. This began January 30 and ended 
February 2, 1900. Some of them were post
graduates. We welcomed E. L. Jackson, 
Calhoun, Ga.; S. W. Woodin, Brookside, Ala.; 
A. E. Bush, Winder, Ga.; R. 0. Pharr, La 

Grange, Ga.; W. V. Blythe, Greenwood, S. C.; 
0. L. Chapman, Crawfordsville, Ga.; J. Joshua 
Prewitt, Atlanta, Ga.; W. M. Wilcox, Elberton, 
Ga.; G. M. Jackson, Cartersville, Ga.; George 
M. Tolly, Anderson, S. C.; W. W. Jordon, 
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Harmony Grove, Ga.; J. M. Leach, Jackson, 
Ga.; John T. Simonton, Greenville, Ga.; 
George R. Barnes, Forsyth, Ga.; W. M. Hill 

and J. E. Timison, Washington, Ga.; J. J. 
Ansel, Walhalla, Ga.; H.J. Donnelly, Augusta, 
Ga.; J. E. Moore, Buena Vista; E. L. Almand, 
Social Circle, Ga.; G. A. Shrady, Opelika, Ala.; 
W. B. Hagedorn, West Point, Ga.; C. L. Carter, 

Dalton, Ga.; S. J. Pattillo, Buford, Ga.; W. V. 
Almand, Conyers, Ga.; J. S. Brooks, Pender
grass, Ga.; H. Miller, W. H. Meyer, and his 

good wife Carrie Meyer, and Benjamin A. Robin
son, all of Atlanta; Charles H. Swift and William 

S. Lee, also of Atlanta; W. B. Stewart, Jones
boro, Ga.; L. L. Lee, Atlanta; J. H. Howell, 
Zebulon, Ga.; Harry Poole, Atlanta; C. P. 

Jordan, Molena, Ga.; 0. B. Willis, Jackson, Ga.; 
L. R. Carmichael, McDonough, Ga.; A. F. 

Bunn, McDonald, Ga.; J. I. Scroggins, New
man, Ga.; John B. Madden, Concord; L. G. 

Jones, Anniston, Ala.; City Councilman J. D. 
Hanks, Rome, Ga.; George N. Dexter, Madison, 
Ga.; W. H. Smith, Athens, Ga.; ex-Coroner 
Frank A. Hilburn, Atlanta; J. L. Morris, Nor-
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folk, Va.; L. H. Cargele, Atlanta, and W. R. 

Dexter, Laurenceville, Ga. This completes the 

names of this class of fifty-one. 

The next stop was at New Orleans, and on 

February 19 to 24, 1900, I had the pleasure of 

instructing A. F. Bultmann, Jr., Magazine 

Street, New Orleans; Joseph Laughlin, New Or
leans; John F. Stroble, Covington, La.; John 

Carkeet, Natchez, Miss., and John H. Lang, 

Pass Christian, Miss. 

From the Crescent City we traveled via rail to 

the Queen City and opened again at Cincinnati, 

when a two weeks' course was conducted from 

March 6 to 16, 1900. Fifteen people gave up 

their money to get something they needed in 

their business, and the list began with Hal G. 

Blanton, Erlanger, Ky. Then came G. F. 

Horn, North Amhurst, Ohio; John A. Radel, 

State Avenue, Cincinnati; Ivor H. Duncan, 

Lawrenceburg, Ky.; Victor W. Huffman, Ar

canum, O.; S. D. Thayer, Hillsboro, Ohio; W.R. 

Vierley, Ironton, Ohio; August Fashl, New Bre

men, Ohio; J. W. McMeekin, Jr., Georgetown, 
Ky.; George E. Donnelly, Covington, Ky.; H. 
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G. Fitzpatrick, Colerain Avenue, Cincinnati; 
G.D. Portwood, Portwood, Ky.; Harry Dock
tor, Cincinnati; N. S. Dinkel, Cincinnati; F. C. 
Memel, Parkersburg, W. Va.; F. D. Bradley, 
Whiteright, Texas; D. Mon Smyson, Newtons

ville, Ohio; David Wilborn, Springfield, Ohio; 
Irvin S. Thorpe, Metamora, Indiana; S. C. De 
Garmo, Covington, Ky.; C. F. Hagins, Jen
nings, La.; Charles W. Springmyer, Cincinnati; 

J. L. Applegate, Anna, Ohio; Charles E. 
Murphy, Waycross, Georgia. 

At Quincy, Ill., from March 20 to 25, a delega
tion of twenty representatives from Illinois, Mis

souri and Iowa assembled to dissect the anatomy 
of the subjects provided by Fryburg & Sons. 
The first to approach and place his name on the 
roll was James A. Linn, Camp Point, Ill., and 
he was followed by Arthur I. Marston, Roseville, 
Ill.; James T. Coder, La Belle, Mo.; Oral Rice, 
Payson, Ill.; F. Middlekamp, Bath, Ill.; J. C. 

Herron, Bowen, Ill.; J. W. Minnis, Bogard, Mo.; 

Frank L. Smiley, Wheeling, Mo.; Oscar John
son, Hamilton, Ill.; E. Willis Hettie, Murray
ville, Ill.; Caspar Moorfield, West Point, Iowa; 
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J. S. Cavanaugh and his better half, Mrs. Fannie 

Cavanaugh, Canton, Mo.; Henry Dieterle, 

Kellerville, Ill.; James Chase, Winfield, Iowa; 

Lloyd W. Hummel, Kahoka, Mo.; H. H. 

Stormer, Quincy, III.; Otto Lepper, Quincy, Ill.; 

F. W. Muegge, Tioga, Ill.; Henry Schaefer, 

Meredosia, III. When I was made acquainted 

with Henry he remarked, "Do you tink you can 

make a goot embalmer out of a country dutch

man like me? If you do, I vill put up or down 

my money and go in. I know if Yoe Freiburgh 

will help. a leetle, I can get dot arteria." 

The next convocation was in Atlanta, and 

every delegate was from the Cracker State. The 

delegation was called to order on April 16, 1900, 

and remained in session until the 26th. J. G. 

Finch, _Moultrie, was the first to respond, and we 

had with us also P. W. Doyle, Macon; Lee 

Heyman, West Point; J. W. Jones, post-graduate, 

Cartersville; George R. Bank, Forsythe; C. E. 

Harris, Macon; John B. Madden, Concord; 

Daniel Bowden, Atlanta. 

New Orleans, May I to 12. The class assem

bled at 9 a. m., and consisted of Charles Ibert, 
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Franklin, La.; George Egland, Natchez, Miss.; 

Clement Geddes, New Orleans; W. T. Mitchell, 

Meridian, Miss.; Benjamin Baas, New Orleans; 

George B. Gingles; Edward S. Martin, Baldwin, 

La.; H. A. Stone, Beaumont, Tex.; A. F. 

Bultman, Jr., New Orleans; Peter La Mana, 

Algiers, La.; L. C. Puckett, Waco, Texas, and 

T. H. Gleason, Biloxi, Mississippi. The sermons, 

speeches and lectures delivered before this gath

ering were very impressive and did not end until 

a complete dissection of the cadaver was had, 
when some said in chorus, "We will all go home 

in the morning." 

The migratory spirit was restless and we 

turned our face to the northward and dropped 

in on old Cincinnati and opened up at the lecture 

rooms of the Cincinnati College of Embalming, 

844-846 Sixth Avenue West. This all occurred 

May 21 to June 7, 1900. This assemblage was 
composed of male and female students from 

several states. The first to be taken in and re

quested to record her name was Mrs. Dora 

Kretzmann, Bucyrus, and then came forward 

Mrs. Virginia Hall, York Street, Newport, Ky.; 
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followed by Miss Etta English, Cincinnati, and 
Miss Florence Rich, Covington, Ky. Then came 

R. M. Threlkeld, Covington, Ky.; Seeley Sco
field, Covington, Ky.; Otto J. Huth, Cincinnati; 
Chester P. Mullen was there, but didn't stay; 
F. D. Bradley, Whitewright, Texas, was visiting 

his former home and thought it best to get ready 
to practise embalming before he returned; C. J. 
Turner, Covington, Ky.; D. D. Hartzler, Smith
ville, O.; J. W. Marshall, Berry, Ky.; Edward 
B. Westerman, 2151 Freeman Avenue, Cincin
nati; Edward A. Reading, Cincinnati; Benja

min Heyard, Cincinnati; Otto Lauterbach, 807 
W. Eighth Street, Cincinnati; J. H. Cummings, 

Maysville, Ky.; James H. Thompson, colored, 
was last on the list, but not least in success. We 
trusted him for part of his tuition and sold him 
instruments on time and fluid by the gallon. He 
now owns a splendid brick business house and 
barn, and discounts every bill. 

The next class was held at the college build

ing, Cincinnati, from July 9 to 21, 1900. Miss 
Etta English concluded that a post-graduate 

course would add to her laurels as an embalmer. 
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Others present were: H. P. Stocker, Green

ville, Ohio; Jacob Sarff, Dark, Ohio; G. J. 
Williams, Tontogany, Ohio; Cortez Turner, 

Cincinnati; A. M. Edwards, Walton, Ky.; 
B. H. Rawlings, Rutland, Ohio. A letter was 
handed me from an old Texas student introduc
ing Mrs. H. Schwartz, of Baird, Texas, who was 
very anxious to prepare herself for examination 
before the Texas embalming board, and would 
gladly do hard work to become proficient. I re

member during the lectures I was telling them 
of the wine-press which is the termination of the 
sinuses of the brain, conveying the venous blood 
to the interial jugular veins, and I gave the Latin 

term torcular herophili. At the examination by 
the board one of the questions to be written was 
"give location of the wine-press and the ana

tomical term." Mrs. Schwartz worried over what 
she had heard, but could not answer, asked to be 

excused long enough to send an important tele
gram which said, "Locate wine-press and give 
Latin name." In less than an hour she had her 
answer and completed her examination. Other 
members of the class were: William Mason, 
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Nashville, Ill.; J. A. Fling, Hillsboro, Ohio; 

W. T. Mosgrove, Carrollton, Ky.; Wade H. 
Cardwell, Shelbyville, Ky.; George H. Song, 
Ripley, Ohio, who assumed the business of the 

Grimm family, was one of the first students, 

followed by two assistants and his two sons and 
son-in-law. Now he has one of our lady students 
as assistant. 

The next school held in Cincinnati was from 

September 17 to 29, 1900. The gathering of 
these good people according to the record num

bered seventeen and they remained two weeks, 
and the shekels at this time ~ere very acceptable, 

especially those from across the river, or as some 
used to say, "the dark and bloody ground." 
From Kentucky the Pewee district delegated 
Fred Stoess, and Corinth sent B. W. Redding
we are now sorry for poor Red-he let John B. 
Corn get the best of him. W. A. Todd, of Rich

mond, who wanted a post-graduate course, came 
along and said it was the first investment that 
paid him a big profit. The town of Northville 
sent H. G. O'Neal; Ernest Boone brought glad 
tidings from Fulton, and Paris sent E. J. Martin. 
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Others present were: Ira L. Miller, Lawrence

burg, Ind.; Robert A. Schmittger, Cincinnati; 

E. T. Thompson, Mount Orab, Ohio; Clark 
Louis Howell, Hamilton, Ohio; Elijah Roy, 

Spurgeon, Ind.; W. A. Wilson, Connel ton, Ind.; 

Carl F. Roberts, Myers, Fla., who acquitted 

himself nobly and who had the honor of designing 

and erecting an elaborate building for Thomas A. 

Edison, the wizard; Ernest Boone, Fulton, Ky.; 

Joseph B. Bates, La Grange; Edward Argo, 
Cleves, Ohio, who is now doing a very good busi

ness and always up to date; A. M. Williamson, 

Westerville, Ohio; Louis Williamson, New Bre

men, Ohio. When this assemblage had com

pleted its labors each one started for home and 

some would have liked to remain longer. 

We bade them a pleasant Godspeed and on 

November 12 to 18, 1900, we took our text at the 

Jefferson Hotel, Toledo, Ohio, and proceeded to 

expound the anatomy of embalming. Fostoria, 

Ohio, sent Corwin Gardner, and his chaperon was 

Harvey T. Blosser. The village of Toledo was 

represented by Beryl L. Boyer and N. Louis 

Myers, while Bettsville's wise men sent J. V. 
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Shook to bring a better report of the convention 

than the newspapers would give. Whitehouse, 
Ohio, knew the goodness of Frederick A. Schmid, 

and notified the faculty to take good care of its 

noble son. 
Knoxville, Tenn., December 3 to 8, inclusive, 

was the occasion of our last call for the year 
1900. We had the pleasure of meeting S. J. 
Sullenberger, Morristown, Tenn. Morristown 
is a city on the banks of the famous French 
Broad River. If you make this trip via rail from 
Knoxville to Asheville, make it by daylight and 

you will never regret it. If you ever meet 

James G. DeArmand, then of Kingston, a 
banker, general merchant and funeral director, 
you will meet one of the most agreeable and 
genial men of the state. He has since removed to 
Harriman, Tenn. We also had with us: C. K. 
Swikee and S. L. Salling, Knoxville; E. S. 
Tullock was there to take another look at his 
first and only teacher, and desired a post
graduate course; M. M. Seaver, Marion, Va. ; 
I. B. Ziegler, sent his son Creighton and has 

never regretted it; John Donahue, of the firm of 
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Hall & Donahue, said he was astounded to know 

how much a fellow could learn in the six days he 

attended, and has always had a good word for 

the faculty who let us use the Tennessee Medical 

College for lectures and demonstration. 

We spent Christmas in the bosom of our fam

ily during the holidays, and on January 2, 1901, 

opened in Jacksonville, Fla., a delightful change 

in the temperature from zero to seventy degrees 

above. The lectures and demonstrations were 

held at the parlors of Charles A. Clark, 40-42 

Forsythe Street, and a baker's dozen were present 

as follows: F. A. Gerber, Palatka, who, by the 

way, had an excellent device for covering the dirt 

at the grave which could be done in two minutes' 

time; A. B. Torrey, Crescent City; F. J. Niver, 

Daytona; G. Spliess, New Smyrna, which place 

I visited after the class; J. J. Parramore, Boston, 

Ga.; E. C. Smith, Ocala; J. L. Wirt, Bartow; 

Capt. C. M. Bingham, Jr., Daytona; Oliver C. 
Neal, W. L. J ameson, Charles J. Walker, Clar

ence Dodson, and Charles R. Rudisill were em

ployees of the different establishments o( Jack

sonville. 
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We were only able to tarry a while in this 

beautiful city as arrangements were made at 

Asheville, N. C., the city in the clouds, and from 

January 7 to 12 were the dates of our labors. 

The first to register was Miss Maude H. Brewton, 

Asheville. It was her father who buried the man 

who moved the well-W. H. A. Brown, of Ashe

ville, and son of J. V. Brown, who is still in trade. 

The junior is in the shoe business. There was 

also present Albert E. Fugle, of Columbia, 

S. C., who was then with old Mr. Berry. The 

genial Fugle brought him around and embalming 

was more or less the watchword from this time 

on. Then we had with us W. L. Freeman, 

Asheville; C. J. Logan, Waynesville, N. C.i 

R . F. Williams, Burlington, N. C.; Charles F. 

Hare, Asheville; J. W. White, D.D.S., States

ville, who thought that embalming the dead 

would war~ nicely with dentistry; the good 

people of Statesville didn't think so and it was 

either a tooth carpenter or embalmer, and he 

concluded to continue dentistry. Albert Fugle 

is now with J. W. McCormack, Columbia, for

merly McCormack & Pletcher. Mr. McCor-
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mack was formerly superintendent for Col. 
Jesse M. Connolley, of Charleston, S. C. Mr. 
McCormack has recently built a magnificent 
business block and residence, has made a great 
success, and is very worthy of all he has; his 

best partner is his wife. The firm of Hare, Bard 
& Co., besides several new concerns, including 

Jesse R. Starnes, the Red Cross Undertaking Co., 
Nolan, Brown & Co., are the ones doing the 
business, and they have magnificent parlors and 

equipments. They have an exhibit of a man 
dressed in black and silk hat standing in one 

of the upstairs rooms that has been with Nolan, 
Brown & Co. for ten or twelve years, prepared 
with Clarke's Victor. It was my desire to re

main longer in the South and enjoy the climate 
and society of these good people, and the gor
geous scenery, but they billed me for a two 
weeks' performance at Cincinnati, and I had to 
go and take care of the fifteen who assembled. 
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Chapter XXIII 

A Student Who Also Learned to Write English-Edward 
Brown, Artist and Embalmer-H. R. Leffel, after 

Graduating, Becomes an Instructor-From Em
balming to Candy-Making-West Indian 

Clergyman and Physician a mong the 
Students at Cincinnati- Alabama 

Man Takes Course in Embalm-
ing on His Wedding-Tour 

IN my last chapter I spoke of North Carolina 

and a part of the old South State. I am 

now going over new work again at the 

college in Cincinnati, and the class work, running 

from January 14 to 261 a two weeks' course in 

higher education. The first name on record 

would be hard to pronounce or spell-but I 

have it so I think all who can read German or 

English can make it out. It is Julius Karaschef
sky, of Vincennes, Ind. After the class was over, 

and before we parted, our friend said, "if for 

nodding else vort he learn to schreib English," 

and he did send his daughter three letters-the 

last one in English. I am sorry to say he did not 
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live long to enjoy his knowledge of embalming 
or writing letters in English. Others present 
were: Fred. S. Kerr, North Middletown, Ky.; 
Walton N. McCoy, Frankfort, Ohio; Olin B. 
Shreve, Alliance, Ohio; Ellwood Kessler, New 
Paris, Ohio; George W. Cord, Cincinnati; D. 

Louis Snyder, Mifflintown, Pa.; W. S. Crock
ett, Bluefield, W. Va.; William Edward 
Perry, Tozerville, Va.; Samuel Watt, Xenia, 

Ohio; John Hodapp, Carthage, Ohio; J. R. 
McCreary, Rising Sun, Ind., and College 
Corner, Ohio; C. E. Gruber, Willowwood, 
Ohio; J. F. Hamilton, Westport, Ind.; D. H. 
Hale, Aberdeen, Miss. 

Another two weeks' class at Cincinnati was 

held from April I to 13 inclusive, 1901, and the 
old Hoosier state was well represented, the first 

named being from my native city, Connersville. 

D. C. Davis was the man. Then we had with us 
also J. W. Lawder, Michigantown, Ind.; Earl 
Sells and R. C. Mc Williams, Anderson, Ind.; 

Joseph Moster, Laurel, Ind.; J. W. Klick, Wolf 
Lake, Ind.; Fred E. Brenton, Petersburg, Ind.; 
Joseph Ritter, Minster, Ohio; Ira A. Campbell, 
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Oxford, Ohio; Homer C. Conklin, Kilbourne, 
Ill.; Edgar Leathers, Carmi, Ill.; W. H. Bussy, 

Sabina; Michael J. Rebold, Queen City Avenue, 
Cincinnati; Lewis Williams, Jr., Versailles, Ky.; 

W. A. Hicks, Nicholasville, Ky.; W. H. Mc
Gavock, Nashville, Tenn.; C. F. Hanson, Berea, 

Ky.; M. 0. Diller, Bluffton, Ohio; F. C. Memel, 
post-graduate, Parkersburg, W. Va.; J. L. Bu
chanan, Dalton, Ga.; B. C. Keltner, Van Wert, 
Ohio; C. E. Bradford, Winchester, Ohio; Em
mett E. Shields, Miamisburg, Ohio; Nick Hogen

kamp, Minster, Ohio; John R. Gott, Hinton, 
W. Va.; Neely Wood, Brooksville, Ky.; George 

M. Haines, Sabina, Ohio; William J. Humber, 
Vevay, Ind. All would have been glad to dissect 
another body but the gentlemen who supplied 
the material could not get any one else to die to 

accommodate us. 
On the 21st day of May, 1901, we opened at 

Wilson, N. C., and Ben. T. Amerson arose and 

called the assembly to order and asked B. F. 
Gordon, of Clarksville, Va., to stand up and put 
his name on the calendar for the first trial. Next 
came C. E. Stanley, of Goldsboro, N. C., the son 
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of the lamented J. W. Stanley, maker of Sch em co 

embalming fluid. Then the following: J. Smith, 

Greensboro, N. C.; W. L. Simmons, Taroro, 

N. C.; Charles A. Klutts, Salisbury, N. C.; E.G. 

Flanagan, Greenville, N. C.; Orlando Elam, 

Shelby, N. C.; H. W. Simpson, Newbern, N. C.; 

Benjamin T. Amerson, Wilson; R. M. Davis, 

Salisbury, N. C.; A. T. Barnes, Henderson, 

N. C.; R. H. Morris, Florence, S. C. The 

roster concluded with the signature of George B. 

Webb, Kinston, N. C. 

Raleigh, N. C., capital of the old North 

State was our next stopping place, June S, 6, 7, 

1908. Guy Webb of Kinston, N. C., was first 

in evidence and then came W. P. Korregay, 

Mt. Olive, N. C.; S. L. Herndon, Chapel 

Hill, N. C.; J. W. Johnson, South Mills; 

Thomas H. McNeil, Fayetteville, N. C.; Grant 

Smith, Winston, N. C.; R. H. Morris came 

for a post-graduate course from Florence, S. C.; 

W. R. Forbes, Greensboro, N. C.; Walter E. 

Yopp, Wellington, N. C.; W. A. Wilson, Oxford, 

N. C.; W. F. Hutchinson, Charlotte, N. C.; 

Arthur J. Smith, Greensboro, N. C.; W. F. 
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Henderson, Durham, N. C.; Marion Purefoy, 
Wake Forest, N. C.; J. F. Crouse, Winston
Salem, N. C.; H. C. Cogwell, Charlotte, N. C.; 
Edward Green, Wilmington, N. C.; Thomas 

Rivera, Wilmington, N. C.; Edward S. Brown, 
Raleigh, N. C.; G. A. Strickland, Raleigh, N. C.; 
J. F. Morris, post-graduate course, Winston, 
N. C. While .sitting in the class Edward Brown 

sketched the writer of this epistle in his text
book, and made many more sketches of the mem
bers; also of John Brown, his uncle, and owner 

of John Brown's coffin house, who sold coffins and 
did undertaking. We used his warerooms in 

which to lecture and demonstrate. 
Cincinnati, Ohio, lecture rooms of the Cin

cinnati College of Embalming, from June IO to 
22, 1901, a two weeks' course. The first to 
register was H. R. Leffel, Donnelsville, Ohio, 
who, after a year's study and practice, was 

adorned with the title of professor and was 
a very successful instructor. J. C. McCarty, 
Lapel, Ind., came next and then followed: R. 
M. Bergman, Irvine, Ky.; Fred S. Rolf, Peebles, 
Ohio; N. H. Wells, Taylorsville, Ky.; James E. 
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Towns, Baltimore, Md., who said it was a long 
way but he wanted the best; Louis C. Betz, 
Newport, Ky.; A. C. De Weese, Pleasant Hill, 
Ohio; Owen R. Butler, Pontiac, Mich.; James 
Bryant, Charlottesville, Va.; H. J. McDill, 
College Corner, Ohio; Mrs. Mamie E. Morehead, 
and her husband, A. C. Morehead, Sardinia, Ohio; 

Rollin F. Walker, Indianapolis; W. J. Murray, 
Monroe, :ta.; J. W. Hathaway, Attica, Ohio; 
P. E. Taggart, Nashville, Ind.; F. G. Lobban, 
Alderson, W. Va.; T. F. Ellis, New Vienna, Ohio; 
Miss Geneva Boring, Wilmington, Ohio, who is 

now with and head embalmer for C. L. Torbett, 
Columbus, Ga., and has been with him since her 
graduation; 0. 0. Sage, Leipsic, Ohio; H. E. 

Chaney, Littleton, W. Va., and James A. 
McEwan, Frankfort, Ky. 

Indianapolis, July I to 4, 190.1. The register 
was first presented, for his signature, to J. A. 
Hofman, Plymouth, Ind.; and the next convert 
was George B. Smith, a Hoosier from Salem. It 
was my pleasure to visit Mr. Smith's place many 
years; the firm was Sinclair & Smith. Then 

came William A. Welfer, Centerville, Ind.; 
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James A. Russie, Mooresville, Ind.; H. W. Park, 
Andrews, Ind.; Harry Kroeckerl, with the 
lamented Charles E. Kregelo, Indianapolis; 
Ray Shaffer, Arcadia, Ind.; Thomas Fisher, 

Veedersburg, Ind.; W. J. Thompson, Burling
ton, Ind.; Mallie Land, English, Ind.; William 

Irvin, Monroeville, Ind., and Charles Hurst, 
Clay City, Ind. 

A few weeks' rest gave the writer a chance to 
recuperate and get up more steam and electricity 

with which to open up a two weeks' class at 
Cincinnati, beginning September 16, 1901, and 

this was a record-breaker of thirty-five good, 
honest people. The first in evidence was R. J. 
Rockefellar, Brookville, Ind., who died in Mon

roe, Ind., after a few years of usefulness in his 
profession. Then we had with us also: George 
W. Evans, Jr., Richmond, Ky.; H. F. Innis, 
nephew of S. 0. Norris, of Milroy, Ind.; Louis 
Lienhardf, Findlay Street, Cincinnati; Miss 

Julia Jacobs, Loveland, Ohio, now in New York 
State helping her husband make and sell candy; 
Charles W. Edwards, San Francisco, Cal., who 
liked the old state so well that he remained and 
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went into business at Manchester, Ohio; Amos 

Jones, Hollansburg, Ohio; James W. Hamilton, 
Ladieville, Ky.; Clair Lake, Everton, Ind.; 

Victor Karcher, Shawnetown, Ill.; J. 0. 
Beecham, Beecham, Ind.; Alonzo McGaughey, 
Russellville, Ind.; Thomas H. Carter, Harrods
burg, Ky.; Ernest E. Stephenson, Campbells
burg, Ind.; E. R. Evarleigh, Montgomery, 
Ala.; George L. Elliott, Somerset, Ky.; J. 
Quincy Elliott, Milltown, Ind.; Henry Moeller, 
St. Rosa, Ohio; L. M. Brothers, Augusta, "Ky.; 
Albert Startemeyer, Chillicothe, Ohio; Robert 

Lee Howell, Water Valley, Miss.; J. M. Rice, 
Dalton, Ga.; Miss Nannie Ramsey, West 
Sixth Street, Cincinnati; Mrs. A. F. Sprigman, 

also of Cincinnati; W. J. Todd, Parkersburg, 
W. Va.; A. W. Meister, Celina, Ohio; Miss 

Anna Coyne, 525 York Street, Newport, Ky.; 
Levi Shutt, McZena, Ohio; the genial J. G. 
D'Armon, Kingston, Tenn., who was mayor, 

banker and funeral director; George D. Searing, 

Jr., Lima, Ohio; W. E. Littleton, Yellow 
Springs, Ohio; J. W. O'Key, Woodsfield, Ohio; 

L. M. Smith, Woodsville, Ohio; and S. E. Rice, 
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Covington, Va. The enthusiasm shown during 
the lectures and demonstrations enabled me to 
throw all my energies and best effort into the 

work and all seemed to enjoy every detail and 

the class photograph was a reminder of the good 

old summer-time. 
Louisville, Ky., September 30 to October 4. 

Here a gathering of fifteen good people took an 

active part in the proceedings that followed . 
The tax-roster included Maurice Davis, North
ville, Ky.; Raymond Barrett, Louisville; Ar
thur W. Garrett, Louisville; Edward Martin, 

Hodgenville, Ky. ; R. L. Paull and his wife, Mrs. 
R. L. Paull, Glasgow, Ky.; Robert L. Murphy, 
Chaplin, Ky.; Alvis J. Gerber, Louisville; S. H . 

Valentine, New Castle, Ky.; John W. Catlett, 
Harrisonville, Ky.; H. C. Wathen, West Point, 
Ky. ; Herman Maas, Louisville; W. L. Nall, 
Vine Grove, Ky.; A. B. McAfee, Louisville. 
The list was completed by a member of the Clark 
family whose first name was Needham and he 

came from Robard, Ky. It always did seem good 
to go to Kentucky, especially to Louisville, when 
a good enthusiastic class was there to greet me. 
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The winter and following summer were de

voted to the college in Cincinnati, and the rest 

and anxiety to get out among the dear people 

were about equally divided. On October 28, 

1901, a small class was organized at Cincinnati. 

Paul Day was the first to register from 16 Erie 

Avenue, Cincinnati; then came Hunter God

dard, Rome, Ga.; Fred A. Gwynne, Van Wert, 

Ohio; William H. Parrill, Fairmount, Ind.; 

H. H. Dowd, North Vernon, Ind.; Ralph P. 

Oliver, Cincinnati. On Monday, December 2, 

appeared Charles M. Harrison, Connersville, 

Ind.; Alonzo 0. Benson, Bridgeton, Ind.; Miss 

M. Julia Henn, Carthage, Ohio; Rolla Cook, 

Dunkirk, Ind.; Edwin Jones, Summitville, Ind.; 

Fred A. Rudman, Ravenswood, W. Va.; on 

December 16, C. T. Sheridan, Covington, Ky.; 

G. E. Laws, Milan, Ind.; Dr. E. Joseph Myers, 

Mandeville, Jamaica, West Indies. This re

markable man spoke five different languages. 

He was a doctor of divinity and of medicine who 

wanted to add to hi$ knowledge the art of em

balming. The doctor remained with us nearly 

a month and made a few post-mortems. On 
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Monday December 23, W. M. Shanks, Mitchell, 

Ind.; E. P. Thomas, Delphi, Ind.; Carl S. 

Heavenridge, Washington, Ind., and J. S. Wil

son, Jeffersonville, Ind., came, and on December 

30, Bert Powers Gaston, Ind.; James Harris, 

Rising Sun, Ind.; Frank Lenhart Klotz, Brook

ville, Ind.; F. J. Voss, Seymour, Ind. On 

Monday, January 6, 1902, came C. A. Patter

son, Logan, Ohio; William L. Elliott, Crystal, 

Mich.; John F. Hand, Shelbyville, Ind.; R. H. 

Vaughan, Atwater Ohio; E. J. Carson, Walnut 

Hills, Cincinnati. On January 27, 1902, J. M. 

Wasson, Chrisman, Ill.; Frank M. Planson, 

Wauseon, Ohio; J. W. Moss, Tazewell, Va.; 

B. C. Ballinger, West Mansfield, Ohio; Edgar 

L. Hendrickson, Vanceburg, Ky.; Joseph A. 

Ramsey, Fairhaven, Ohio; Abram Conover, 

New Lebanon, Ohio; Fred Spaeth, Spring 
Grove Avenue, Cincinnati; Effie P. McCarron, 

Wabash, Ind.; D. Kennedy, Jr., La Clede, Ind.; 

Edward L. Holthause, Aurora, Ind.; Charles L. 
Butler, Fairmount, Ind.; R. B. M. Colvin, 

Falmouth, Ky.; Benjamin L. Jauman, Delphos, 

Ohio; William M. Poulson, Milan, Ind.; 
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Guy W. Seashole, Gallipolis, Ohio; William 
Sheetz, South Charleston, Ohio; H.J. Cropper, 
RusseUville, Ohio; Verner N. Booker, Franklin , 
Ky. On Monday, the 31st, appeared F. M. 
Houser, Versailles, Ohio; James W. Blount, 

Pensacola, Fla., who had been the recipient of a 
body I embalmed ten days after death and con
cluded he wanted a bit of the same knowledge; 
Clement R . Sargent and William H. Princehouse, 
Sidney, Ohio, who opened up for business and 
were told they could not make a living, but 
they did and much more besides. Hume C. 
Laughlin, Huntsville, Ala., came to Cincinnati 

on his wedding tour and while his brand new 
wife was at the Palace Hotel and shopping dis

trict he took his lesson and completed a two 
weeks' course in one. A. King Kepner was 
there from Weldon, Ohio. On April 21 we had 
Harry S. Anderson, Rising Sun, Ind.; Edward 
Woodard, Greensburg, Ind.; Roland McClosky, 
Logansport, Ind. On Monday, April 28, there 
came from Burlington, Ind ., Bert Thompson; 
C. F. Keys from Pineville, Ky.; Elmer J. Todd, 

Flora, Ind. Mrs. Marcie Burke, Ashland, Ky., 
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came to the city to have her baby doctored and 
at the same time to learn the art of embalming. 
The baby got well but she didn't get her di
ploma; but M . L. Seale, Fairmont, Ind ., did, 

because he was able to pay strict attention to 
business. The next Monday brought Alexander 
Williamson, Rising Sun, Ind. ; Clyde W. 

Wheeler, Conesville, Ohio; James E. Cotter, all 
the way from Apalachicola, Fla.; Joseph S. Coff
man, West Alexander, Ohio; J. E . Lingaman, 

Ironton, Ohio. The following Monday came 
Albert Nagel, Wapakoneta, Ohio; Robert E. 
Holmes, Lawrenceburg, Ky.; Mrs. Mary Shep

line, Toledo, Ohio. Mrs. Shepline had many 
discouragements getting business from the 
Catholic people, but finally got a start and be
came quite successful. Miss Estelle R. Beck, 
Bethel, Ohio, was also there. On Monday, June 
16, we had the following new recruits; William 
Wagner, Greenville, Ohio; W. H . Gibson, Lex
ington, Ky.; John A. Powell, Bowling Green, 
Ohio; George M. Whisler, Hillsboro, Ohio; 
Frank S. Powell, Bowling Green, Ohio; S. H . 

Pearcy, Dayton, Tenn. On the 7th of July 
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there came Stanley Bray, Station L., Cincinnati, 

and Frederick Frey, Sandusky; J. G. Baughin, 
Summerfield, Ohio; H. H. Hall, Winchester, 
Ky.; F. C. Smith, Ocala, Fla.; Charles E. 
Brewer, Hymera, Ind.; E. J. Slattery, May
ville, Ky.; S. Hindman, Morrow, Ohio; J. A. 
McClain, Xenia, Ohio; Edward J. Neidhardt, 
Taylor's Creek, Ohio; La Clede Kennedy, 
Bethel, Ohio; George D. Elliott, Somerset, Ky.; 

John Berk and Fred W. Berk, Dayton, Ohio; 
Estelle R. Beck, Bethel, Ohio. This ended the 

series of two weeks' courses at the college. 
On Monday, March 16, 1903, we opened a 

class at the St. Charles Hotel in Milwaukee, with 

the following attendance: Gustav A. Jung, Mil
waukee; Michael Anzia, Lake Church, Wis.; 
Joseph Throff, Mitchell Street, Milwaukee; Mon
roe Hoskins, Bloomington, Wis.; John D. Bartell, 

421 27th Street, Milwaukee; Fred L. Luecket, 
Bullion, Wis.; A. F. Dobbratz, Greenburg 

Avenue, Milwaukee; William M. Raasch, Mil

waukee; James Rowand a, Milwaukee; A. L. 
Schultz, Elkhart Lake, Wis. The demonstrations 
at the city morgue were very pleasant, and only 
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two hesitated to take up the scalpel at first re
quest, but said a little of Milwaukee's best could 

induce them to participate; which ended in their 
work being very satisfactory. 

The next trip was to Memphis, Tenn., March 

23 to 28, 1903. The assurance of a class of thirty 
to forty people was made good by the Memphis 
Coffin Company, and we started in with the 
following list, headed by H. B. Elder, Roswell, 
N. Mex.; H.B. Mitchell, Johnson City, Tenn . ; 

W. B. Leslie, Birmingham, Ala.; Brooks Mc
Gowan, Columbus, Miss. ; G. B. Gunter, of the 

same city; Robert S. Maley, post-graduate, 
Covington, Tenn. ; Samuel Henel, Humbolt, 
Tenn.; Miss B. Williamson , Newbern , Tenn.; 
Mrs. Margaret Davis, Fayetteville, Tenn. ; 

James Gillison, Owensboro, Ky.; C. F. Wil
liams, post-graduate, Scottsville, Ky. ; Joseph 
Robertson, Woodbury, Tenn.; H. A. Poor, 
Newbern, Tenn.; R. M . McAfee, Trenton, Ky.; 
I. W. Kemp, Anniston , Ala.; H. Hunter Choate, 

Guthrie, Ky.; J. T. Spivery, Greenwood, Miss.; 
Fletcher H . Fielder, Greenwood, Miss.; Tom E. 
Taylor, Jackson, Miss.; E. C. Russell, Maury 
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City; Bertha McKenna, Memphis; E. W. 

Jennings, Memphis; E. H. French, John 0. 
Chafin, Hopkinsville, Ky.; Ling McCoy, T. H. 
Hayes, Memphis; Hiram Higgins, Fayetteville, 

Tenn.; Frank J. Fisher, post-graduate, Vicks
burg, Miss.; W. M. Keese, Allen Springs, Tenn.; 

W. J. Wallace, Oxford, Miss .. ; W. T. McGowan, 
Holly Springs, Miss.; James H. Ross, Memphis; 
F. F. Jones, Bessemer, Ala.; J. W. Bader, 
Blytheville, Ark.; W. W. Frecor, Weatherford, 

Texas; B. E. Jackson, Wena, Ark.; A. H. 
Harrell, Indian Territory; J.C. Tyson, Corinth, 

Miss.; Capt. H. K. Hardy, Jackson, Miss.; 
Frank Thompson, G. A. Gustafson, Memphis; 
A. E. Estes, Henderson, Tenn. The following 
took a final examination and paid for diplomas, 
but were required to get a grade of 80 per cent.: 
H.B. Elder, Rosswell, N. M., 98,½' per cent.; H. 
A. Roop, Newbern, Tenn., 98 per.cent.; J. S. 
Williams, Shreveport, La., 97 per cent.; Ed. C. 
Satterfield, Allen Springs, Tenn., 80,½' per cent.; 

R. S. Maley, Covington, Tenn., 84 per cent.; 

A. H. Harrell, Ada, Indian Territory, 94 per 
cent. This examination lasted from 4 p. m. 
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until 2 a. m., and after the full week's work 
we had but little rest. The assistance of Profes
sor Freiburg, who then traveled with me, made it 

possible to complete this task, the Coffin Com
pany serving a lunch at noon. This was a 

memorable week and was enjoyed to the full
est extent by all present, and after we had 
gathered our shekels we departed for the next 
stand. 

I often wonder now, at my age of seventy

one, how I went through with so much work, 
and I can only attribute it to having lived a 
temperate life. 
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Chapter XXIV 

Final Reminiscences from the Pen of Professor Clarke
Schools at Evansville, Toledo, Memphis and Har

risburg-Always Glad to Visit Places Where 
He Had Been Before, Because He Used 

No Fake Methods-His Final 
Farewell at Harrisburg 

EVANSVILLE, Ind., July 14 to 18, 1903. 
This class was under the auspices of the 

Evansville Coffin Company, and an assur

ance on their part which resulted very satisfac

torily. Those attending were: Charles M. King, 

Avondale, Ill.; John Walter, Mt. Carmel, Ill.; 

John T. Mc Williams, Lynnville, Ind.; George J. 

Ziliak, Haubstadt, Ind.; Earl A. Hill, Wood

lawn, Ill.; H. R. Dyer, Henshaw, Ky.; M. T. 

John, Newtonville, Ind.; H. B. Stewart and 
Fred Tapp, Tilden, Ky.; Henry L. Bethel, 

Smiths Mills, Ky. ; Paul L. Short, Owensville, 

Ky.; J. A. Agnew, Owensboro, Ky.; P. R. 
Manley, Rochester, Ky.; W. A. Manley, Roches

ter, Ky.; T. W. Jennings, Zion, Ky.; H. Plumber, 

Wingo, Ky. ; Samuel Smith (with R. Smith), 
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Evansville; James Manhart, Elizabeth town, Ill.; 
J. Lucien Fowler, Lewisburg, Tenn.; J. J. Brown, 
Piggott, Ark.; I. N. Cox, Omaha, Ill.; F. M. 
Jackson, Ridgeway, Ill.; U. L. Courter, Mt. 
Carmel, Ill.; Clarence Blackwell, Clay, Ky.; 

J. T. Smith, Beech Grove, Ky.; Lizzie Campbell, 

Evansville; J.M. Endicott, Enfield, Ill.; W. A. 
Wilson, Cannelton, Ind.; Frank M. Robinson, 

McLeansboro, Ill.; G. F. Jones and R. P. 
Mahan, Princeton, Ind.; P. H. Axton, Lake, 
Ind.; W. A. Busefink, West Salem, Ill.; E. E. 
Miller, Whitesville, Ky.; R. N. Clark, Robard, 
Ky.; H. A. Blickmann, Elberfield, Ind.; John 

Scherer, Wibendel, Ind.; J. E. Boyle, Cynthiana, 
Ind.; C. F. Pasco, Woodmere, Ind.; Peter 

Gerber, Ferdinand, Ind. Schaeffer & Son fur

nished two bodies for the class, and not a few 
said it was the first body they had ever seen 
embalmed. 

There were many very bright people in this 
class, although they were nearly all from small 
towns, and as my memory serves me, all made 

successful operations and put themselves on the 
road to a more successful future. It used to be 
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that, unless an undertaker was in a large city, 

he could not understand and practise the higher 

things in his business; but these short term 

schools started them to think, and we note the 

contrast then and now, and see what wonderful 

changes have been wrought. I am glad I had 

the opportunity to start these and thousands 

of others on the road to a successful career. 

The next appointment was at Toledo, Ohio. 

W. A. Pease, Wakeman, Ohio, was the first to 

sign the register. Then came E. L. McElderry, 

Columbus Grove, Ohio; W. E. Coy, Youngs

town, Ohio; Nate Colwell, Addison, Mich.; 

Erwin 0. Leathers, Bloomdale, Ohio; Wm. C. 

Coyle and James L. Acker, Toledo, Ohio; 0. J. 

Kishler, Tiffin, Ohio; J. A. Cottrell, Ridgeway, 

Ohio; E. D. Carr, Lakeview, Ohio; Nathan C. 

Wright and Charles W. Boyer, Napoleon, Ohio; 

Herman W. Birkenkamp, Toledo, Ohio; Frank 

H. O'Conner, J. C. Foth and Henry J. Birken
kamp, Toledo, Ohio. Many regrets were sent in; 

some who had arranged to attend were delayed 

by business, others by sickness, and they asked 

if I would come back again soon. 
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It was my strong desire to go from here to 

Detroit, Mich., but arrangements, concluded at 

home, prompted me to accede to another call 

from Memphis, Tenn., as the last one had been 

so very successful that it was thought another, 

even this soon, would be as good. 

Memphis, Tenn., April 18 to 24, 1904. Al

though a little over a year had elapsed, the 

people of the South wanted a rehearing of the 

old story with as many new ideas as had been 

gathered since. This it was always my desire to 

do provided I could honestly present them as good 

and true, and I believe I enjoy the confidence of 

all those who have sat under my voice. I could 

have taken up a number of fake methods and 

gotten more money, but could I meet these 

people whom I had faked and ask them to extend 

a welcoming hand? I am now convinced that 

my method of square dealing was and will al

ways prove the best and if I had it to do over 

again I do not think I would do otherwise; and 

as this will probably be my last contribution of 

early reminiscences of teaching the art of em

balming, I hope and trust that those with whom 
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I have come in contact will have at least one 

good word for the man who first started them on 

the road to a successful career. Benjamin 
Howard, Jr., of Jackson, Tenn.! was the fourth 
or fifth student from Jackson, and I remember 
Jackson during the war when we passed through 
to Corinth, Miss., and on our return, when we 
stopped over to get to Bolivar. Other students 
were: Ray Fogle, Groveton, Tex.; J. W. Smith, 
Dyersburg, Tenn.; H. L. Brickell, Brinkley, 

Ark.; Benjamin F. Weatherman, Pleasant View, 
Tenn.; J.E. Bray, Barberville, Ark.; J. H. Rice, 

Groveton, Tex.; W. H. Walston, Gulfport, Miss.; 
L. W. Losmel, Memphis; W. H. Sprich, Gloster, 

Miss.; J. 0. Roberts, Memphis; J. 0. Chaffin, 
Hopkinsville, Ky.; W. E. Porterfield, Hope, 
Ark.; Charles Ennis, Trinity, Ala.; J. R. Smith, 
Jonesboro, Ark.; Sandy Helmnes, Shreveport, 
La.; R. P. Houston, Batesville, Miss.; R. C. 

Johnston, Ripley, Tenn.; J. F. Patrick, Collins
ville, Tex.; Dexter Porter, Clinton, Ky.; H. 

W. Tapp, Sulphur Springs, Tex.; John Williams, 
Lake Providence, La.; Miss M. Adelaide Boyer, 
221 Simpson Avenue, Memphis; A. F. Mayberry, 
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Cotton Plant, Ark.; E. E. Ward, Millington, 

Tenn.; R. S. Maley, Covington, Tenn.; J. T. 

Spivey, Greenwood, Miss.; W. E. Stotts and 

W. A. Stotts, Paragould, Ark.; W. D. Craig, 

Hartshorn, Indian Territory; Wayman Wilker

son, Memphis; Tom H. Hayes, Poplar St., 

Memphis; Mrs. Mary Williams, Lake Provi

dence, La.; J. K. Hathaway, Dyer, Tenn.; 

F. G. Briggs, Judsonia, Ark.; F. H. Fielder, 

Greenville, Miss.; S. M. Cox, post-graduate, 

Greenwood, Miss.; W. E. Pegues, Tupelo, Miss.; 

Samuel G. Wilson, Greenwood, Miss. 

Many of the towns mentioned in this class 

recall incidents of the Civil War. Lake Provi

dence was a desirable place because the waters 

there were delightful to bathe in and to wash 

clothes and not a fence rail was to be removed 

for fire-wood except the top rail. The fish, 

caught by every trick a soldier alone could de

vise, were relished, but we were not to enjoy these 

pleasures long, as we were ordered to a less 

pleasant spot marching on a dry and dusty 

road. I also remember Memphis during the war 
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and the many scenes of mirth and joy and some 

that were not so joyful. 

Harrisburg, Pa., 1905. ·This class was under 

the auspices of the Harrisburg Burial Case 

Company and the inimitable Charley Schaffer. 

The class was well advertised, and my esteemed 

friend Schaffer wanted to show and do the big

gest thing he has ever done. The people began 

pouring in to give their instructor an over

whelming reception, which they surely did . 

Everything was propitious and nothing was left 

undone to make it a very enjoyable and long-to

be-remembered meeting. The room was large 
and attractive with good seats and plenty of 

good air, and the ever-welcome hands of Messrs. 

Schaffer and F. W. Paxton, were busy in greeting 

and introducing one to another and to their old 

teacher, some of them students of many years 

ago. Several of the old-timers were not present 

-old Mr. Spicer, of Harrisburg, W. P. Roberts, 

of Sunbury, and many others, some of whom 

had sought their last resting place. 

S. M. Millikin, of East Waterford, Pa., was 

there and said he wanted to be the first to register 
[ 437) 



REMINISCENCES OF EARLY EMBALMING 

and to hear and see a man whom it had been his 
long desire to know. Samuel Morgan, of 
Houtzdale, and William Obenderfer, Frederick, 
Md., just across the line; John Phiel, Mercers
burg, Pa.; W.W. Schnee, McCoyford; Joseph L. 
Thomas and Fred W . Thomas, of Harrisburg, 

were newcomers since my first visit. Then we 
had with us J. W. Snyder, Port Trevorton; W. 
H. Steiner, Lebanon; C. H. Thompson, of the 
same city; Jacob Urban, Conestoga; S. H. 
Klugh, Dillsburg; John J. Watson, Lancaster,; 

C. H. Smith, Palmyra; John Deiterick, and his 
son John, Greencastle; C. K. Horton, Broadtop 
City; Gilbert Hover and Guy Johnson, Grass 
Flat; Earl H. Robson, McVeytown; Leo and 
John Shellenberger, McAlesterville; B. K.. Ball 

and H. S. Buck, Patton; Garfield Barbour, Ship
pensburg; Isaac Bahney, Meyers town; Frank 
Bower, Newville; F. S. Bassler and Newton H. 
Bassler, Valley View; W. D. Behel and his good 
wife, Mrs. Behel , Bars Mills; H. C. Gross, Lan
disville; A. Deardorf, York Springs; W. A. Feiser, 
New Oxford; Eli Fackler came again, he said, to 

greet and honor the man who put him on the 
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road to success; he still lives across the river and 
remembered our using a basilic vein tube to 
inject the brachial artery; L. W. Hoover, Berrys
burg; P. P. Marter, Nuremberg; · Mrs. T. M. 

Hess, Williamstown; S. A. Huntzsinger, Hegins; 
W. H. Hopple, Newport; J.C. Lutz, New Kings
town; Charles Kell, Landisburg; P. A. Lauer, 

Dover; J. H. Kreps, Mercersburg; H. L. Miller 
and Ralph A. Miller, Witmer; J. A. Musser, 
Artanea; A. B. Millard and his son, Lisburn; 
William H. Noll, Richland, and his good wife; 

J. F. Felty, Lochiel; L. C. Pittenturf, Heidels
burg; J. J. Rank, New Columbia, and H. B. 
Rank was there, too; Peter Sowers, Groffs Store; 
J. S. Reiff, Lykens; R. R. Reed, St. Thomas; 

C. G. Sellers, St. Thomas. The same train 
brought S. S. Speese, Harrisburg; I. C. Temple, 

Petersburg; H.B. Trimmer, East Berlin; for the 
second or third time Harry Wilt of Steelton was 
present. He told me of the wonderful improve
ments he had made to his place and his business. 
His son, Lewis Wilt, said he had attended the 
Renouard school, and I was glad to say he had 
most excellent instructors. R. W. Day was 
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present again from Williamstown and wanted to 

congratulate me on what a good student I had 
made of him. Then we had W. G. Zimmerman, 
Linglestown; M. F. S. Keck, Siegfried; William 

Karmany, Hummelstown; W. J. Boll, York; 
then the capital city presented two of her noble 
sons, B. H. Bowers and R. C. Shoves; Mr. and 
Mrs. C. C. Baker, Halifax, not old Halifax of 
Nova Scotia; Harry Brown, Huntingdon; John 

A. Bahn, Zion View; John Berkheimer, Dover; 

John H. Baker, Powis Valley; J. B. Barbour, 
Shippensburg; A. J. Barber, Newton; Mrs. 
Gertrude Bentzel, Mt. Holly Springs; H. J. 
Deckard, Marysville; H. A. Dick, Mechanics

burg; John D. Dotterer, York; J. Frank Conrad, 
Lancaster; John A. Frank, Reading; Miss Fack
ler, daughter of E. L. Fackler, Harrisburg; Will 
Graft, Newton Hamilton; Mr. and H.J. George, 
South Fork; J.E. Futer and his son, M. Futer
the elder was a former student and wanted his 

son to get some of the same medicine; they 
came from Gap; J. G. Earhart, Fredericktown; 
G. C. Meyers, York; Henry Myers, Columbia; 
E. J. Miller, Harrisburg; D. Frank Woeder and 
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Clayton Loveshy, Steelton; L. Pittendurfer; 
William Routzahn, Bendersville; Levi Chearer, 
York; William A. Shipman, with his estimable 
wife, Sunbury; H. B. Shaffer, Annville; James 
A. Staver, Newville; Harry B. Strauss, Freder
icksburg; J. H. Stump, Kutztown; E. M. Smith, 
Chambersburg; R. M. Trabert and Emil Veit, 

Midland; H. J. Fretz, Lewistown; Charles H. 
Hake, York; H. H. Hottenstein, Elizabethtown; 

George W. and .G. C. Greip, Glen Rock; L. J. 
Leader, Jacobus; H. E. Arthur, York; Almon R. 
Grabe, Coudersport; Harry Hooper, Mapleton; 

T. M. Hess and C. L. Hale, Williamstown; 
W. D. Kinter, Dauphin; C. P. Merz, Morris; 
Clarence H. Miller, Elizabethtown; W. H. 
Zeigler, Duncannon; C. M. Musselman, La 

Moyne; Caspar Nickel, New Bloomfield; James 

J. Oglesby, Harrisburg; W. H. Park, Lewis
berry; L. C. Reed, Dudley; S. L. Stuck, Coco
lumas; W. E. Stauffier, Mountville; John Rautz, 
Bendersville; G. H. Sourbier, Harrisburg; 
Charles H. Rouse, New Bloomfield; Purd. Riedel, 
Dallastown, Md.; Edward F. Swartz and Jacob 
Swartz, York; George W. Sauter, Menges Mills; 
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W. H. Smith, Spring Mills; J. H. Yonkin, 
Dushore; C. M. Zellers, Montgomery; Miss Mary 
Kell, Landisburg; F. W. Paxton, Philadelphia; 
C. E. Fisher; Charles H. Shaffer, Berwick; 

A. H. Ackweetz and H. B. Andes, East Peters
burg; Homer L. Sipes, Harrisonville; Bruce E. 

Stiner, McConnelsville; W. S. Mumma, Jack
sonville; George Washington Anstine, East Pros
pect; William E. Bast, Boonesboro; J. L. Ander
son, Dillsburg; C. C. Bender, McConnellsburg; 
R.H. Brown, Okeson; A. M. Eyde and J. Ross 
Eyler, Lancaster; E. P. Chapin, Fishing Creek; 
Howard Kehig, Numidia; George W. Hawthorne, 

Bainbridge; George B. Leetz, Shiremanstown; 

Herr J. F. Kreps and his spouse Mrs. Kreps, 
came over to learn the mysteries of the art pre
servative, and so did George P. Livingston, to 
end the list of Pennsylvania's good number who 
seemed to be delighted with the week's visit to 

their capital city. 
When the demonstrations were over all bade 

us a cordial good-bye and expressed great satis

faction with what they had seen and learned; 
and when they were told this would probably be 
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the last time I would ever meet them again 

collectively, the final farewell was as sad to me 
as it was to them. My pleasure was in mingling 
with and instructing the good people of not only 
Pennsylvania but of every other state and 
territory in the Union, as well as many good 
people of the Dominion of Canada; and I shall 

always wish to be regarded as their friend and 
obedient servant. 
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